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REPrEMARKS
BY

PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. STH,

At the Qeneral Conferense, Sun-
day Morning, Oct. Tth, 1883,

REPORTED BY (. Y. GIBES,

I NEVER rejoleed more in the Goapel
than I do at the present. I never
felt stronger in the faith than Ido
to-day. ] hsave never ceon less
cause for doubting or for feer than I
now see. I think there is every-
thing to engourage the people of (od;
and those things which may be cal-
culated to dizcourage, seem to be de-
cressing all the time.

The Kingdom of God has been es-
tablished apon the earth; the Gospel
hes been reastored to tho children of
men; and the Holy Priesthood of
whick Bro. Cannon spske, which ia
after the ordar of the Son of God,
and of which Jesus himself is the
Great High Prifest, hzs again been
bettowed apon man. The Church
bag been organized acocording to the
pattern which God gave in the days
ot our Bavior and Hin diaciples, only
I think the organization has teen
perfected to a groater exfent, per-
haps, in this dispensation than in
the days of Jeaus and His disciplea.
All that waa given to them hias been
conferred upon us, and, as greanter
things are o be accomplished in the
laet days tban have ever before been
accopplished, we may look for atill
greater perfection in the organizi-
tion of the Church, ss wall as for

ater things in other directions.
expect to eca the timecome, when
those wonderful works which were

esteemed by ‘the people anclently,

snd which are now Jooked upon as
miraculoue, will no longer be cited
to inspire taith, wonder, or dread of
the mighty God- of Jacob; they wiil
be lost elght of in the more wonder-
ful things that will be performed in
latter daya. I consider {that the
gsthering of this people to these
valleys, in the manner in which
they were gathered, is far more mir-
acnlons—and will be soregarded in
time to come—than was the gather-
ing of Ierael from the land of Egypt
jnto Canaan. Whatit teok 40 years
to accomplish then, God saccom-
plished in a few months in these
days, besides carrying the Iatter day
Israel a great deal further than He
did ancient Israel. He led this peo.
ple oat of bondage, too, as He led
the children of Iarael, and He de-
Jivered this people out of the power
of their enemics, a8 He did them;
and He has planted our feet upon
the tops of theze mountainse, and has
caugad us to grow, and to increase In
atrength from the day the ploneers
ret foot here to the precent.

It is true that onr enemies have,

to some extent, ruled over us, bot
we possess and enjoy libertles and
righte nevertheless; and no matier
w%mt they may try to do, a3 hereto-
fore, they will be unable to stop the
growth and inorease of Zion. Zion
ia bound to grow,; the Kingdom of
God Is destined to spread abroad;
and the purposes of God will be ac-
complished, and our snemles can.
not der it, They may pass laws,
they may seud up armies, they msy
pend misslonaries to rule over us az
officera, to enforceupon us Christian
religion, as it is called; they may ap-
propriate thonsands and millions of
thelr treasure to esiablish free sec.
tarian mission echools among us—
yet, all thst they do will only
tend, in some degree at least, to
extend the work of God snd to
give 1t impetas in the earth,
for it 18 written in the Berip.
tares—and it is troe, and it has
bean demonstrated as other things
have been In connecifon with this
work—that “the wicked ecan do
nothing sgainet, but for Zion.”
They msy aim to do that which
they think will injure the people of
Glod, they may desire in their hearts
toeee the progrees of the work of
the Lord stopped in the earth, and
they may do all in their power to ac.
complish their purpeses, but God
Almighty will overrulejthelir acts for
the good of His people, and for their
own dlscomfiture, as He has hereto-
fore donte. This 13 my firm belief,
and I have never #een anything in
the Jast 30 years of my experience
in the Charech, that has given me
reason for doubt mpon this polnt; on
the contrary, everything I have wit.
nessed only tends to strengthen my
faith, and confirm my belief in re.
gard to these matters.

The great desideralum which we
should keep in view, is the obizin.
ing for ourselves s knowledye of the
trath, to know the dootrine for gur-
welvey, I, for instance, would be in
A pitable condition if I were depend-

ent ppon my brethren for a knowl-
edge of the truth of this work, If
this were eo, I certainly would be in
a ptate of vasealage. The secret of
our succesz—sao {Ar at lemst as the
union of this people fa concerned—
{a in this: they kunow the doctrine
for themselves to be of God; they
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The same apirit that inepired them,
inepires ua. We are engaged n the
eame great work, mrod are children
of the same Father. You msy tske
a Latter-day Baint, no maltter
where, if foand in the line of duty,
he will tell you, in all gincerity
and truth, that he knows the doc-

are, therefore, fres to do His will a8
it ia made known to them. And
they are mot In bondage, they nre
not tyrannized over, they are not
raled over by thelr presiding officers,
but they are one with them, ana
areunlted with them in the faith,
Who, I would ask, holia me in the
Chuarch of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Baints—does President Taylor,
or President Cannon, or do the
Twelva Apostles? Is 1t by their n-
fluence that ¥ am persuaded to gerve
Qed, or to believe what I do believe?
I want to say I am notdependent
upon President Taylor, or Prezident
Cannon, or wpon any other man in
regard to oy faith. It isnot bagsed
upon men’s views or ideas. I bave
not received ths knowledge which I
poseess of the principles of the Gea-
pel from any man. Onply in this
that it may be said, that when men
teach or preach the Gospel, and are
instrumental in the hands of God In
making us acqueinted vith the
pame, we may, inthat light, be sald
to receive it from m=an; but in raal.
ity we donot receive s knowledge of
the @ospel from man, but from Ged.

trine to be true himself, and he will
give you the best of reasons for this
Enowledge. He will prove it by the
Beriptures, and by every evidence
poesible to convince the mind of
man, apd he is able to do this, be-
cause the Spirit of truth is In bim.
He ts not dependent apon others for
the knowledge he possesses, He ia
a membher of the Church becauze he
wilis to be, becsuse he chooses to ke,
and he chooses to be associated with
the people 0! God becausze he Enows
it ia for his own personal good. He
hearkens to the counsels of the
Priesthood of God, becauss he knows
for himeelf that he cannot afford to
dizregard them. Thatis why [ am
a Latter-day Salnt, that is whyI
obey counsels, and I am ns free a
man—at least I think I am—as
walks the footztoolof God. Itis my
good will and pleasure to serve Giod.
1t is my gcod will and pleacure to be
connected with the people of God.
It is w0y good will and pleasnre to
heatken to the councels of these
good men with whom I have the
privliege of saseociating. I know
them to be wmen of truth, T have

Did we recelve the Book of Mormon
trom Joseph Bmith? No, we did not!
From whom then? From God Al-
mighty. Joseph 8mith in and of
himself did not bave power to bring
it forth, nor to tranelate it, It waa
God, tarough bhim, that gave this
record to the world. Yes, he was
the honored instrument in fhe
hands of God of bringing it forth,
and we are endebted to God, through
him, for this book; and when 1 read
jis truths and drink of its inepira-
tion, and receive iia instruction and
admoniiion, I am conscioua of the
fact that it was through the gift and
power of God that tbis book came
wnto ug. To whom are we indebted
for the Doctrine and Covenants? It
may be eald that we are indebted to
Joseph 8mith for it, he having been
the mouthpiece of God threugh
whom the revelation comen, Bo we
are In n certain rense, but there Iz a
greater than he; beyond him there
is theSource of light, intelligence
and knowledze, whenoe Joseph
drew his inepiration, and it is to
that Bonrce that we are Indebted for
what Joreph Smith was mised up
and inapired to accomplish, While,
therefore, we honor him as the in-
gtrnment In the hands of God, it is
to God along that we give the glory

for to Him alone it belongs, an(i
none among us appreciated thia fact
more than the Prophet Joseph
himself. We must nof worsbip
man, but God. He alone must be
the ¢bjeot of our worship. I repeat,
therefore, no man keeps me a mem-
bar of the Charch of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Balnts, neither s
ithere any men Erufessing to ben
member of the Church who js kept
so by the Influence of other men. If
there =, them he 1is a vassal

& serf, he fs mnot & man and
is not magnifying hia manhood.
He ought to kmow the truth of the
doctrine for himeell; he ought to be
juspired of God himaself, standing
firm opon his own fomndaticn; eo
tbat when the etorms comue he may
not be ehaken., Jesus Christ has
pointed cut the way, he says, “whg-
goever heareth these eayings of
mine, and doeth them, I will llken
him unto a wise man, whieh built
his honse upon a rock, and the rain
descended, and fhe flacds came,
sand the winds blew, &nd beat npon
that house; and it fell met, for it
was founded upon a rock. And
everyone who heareth these sayings
of mine, and doeth them mnot, shell
be likened unto a foolish muan,
which built his honee mpon the
gand; and the rain descended, and
the floods came,and the winds blew,
and beat npou that houee, and it
fell; and great was the fall of if.”?
It aman is held in restraint by any
infirence other thau that of knowl-
edge, by any spirit other than that
of Gogd, it will be foundg that he has
built his houee spon the eand only
to crumble and iall before the ap-
proaching atorm9s. The rcol of the
matter ia not in such a msn. He
has not drunk from the fouutain of
light, he cannot withstand the
powers of datkness and he must of
neceasity fall a prey to the destroy-
er.

But thefacts are thatthe Latter-
day Saints have embraced a religion
that is full of light and truth, They

have received the some spirit that
actoated Jozeph 8mith and his gue-
Cessors, We have drunk af Lhe

grown up under the droppings of
the asnctusry, under the inspira-
tion of these men, and from my
youth I have known them to be
men of God. When I say this I
am only giving expression to the
feslinga of the mafority of the peo-
ple of God. They know what they
are dolng, they know what they be-
lieve in, they know of the doctrine,
they ere not Ignorant, they do not
yield blind obadience, but they yield
willing, intelligent cbadience, be-
cansge they know of the truth, and
it wonld be useless for anybody to
try to convince them to the contra-
1y, unless it were pasaible for them
to bring greater light to bear upon
their minde than tbey them:elves
have received; and that ja the only
way that a *“Mormon® can be con-
verted. If he can be shown some-
thing superior to that which he has
received, he will willingly sccept it,
It ta greater iruth and greater light
that we are after; more righteous-
ness, greater harmony, snd: more
perfect union, peace and good will
to all men is what we =re atriving to
establish npon the emrth. This 1s
why we let our enemies alone.
Why ws do not strike back when we
are struck. We want peace, not
war. We are opposed to contention
and warfare amoug oar fellow-men.
On the contrary, our mission is to
preach the principles of truth, of
peace, of life and palvatlon, princi-
ples that will, if received -and
obeyed, produce in the heart of msr
joy and gladness, and love for his
fellow-beinge. I might torn, i there
was time, to the Books znd read
and expound some of these princi-
ples. 1 might repeat the ten com-
mandments: thou shalt oot lio,
thou ahalt not blaspheme the name
of the Lord, thou shalt not ¢commit
adultery, thou shalt not commit
murder, thon shalt worship the
Lord thy God and none other shalt
thou serve, ete, Thess are » portion
of the principles of the Gospetl, tuey
are principles that we have es
poused sz Latter-day Sainte, they
are doctrines of Christ and they are
(part of my religion, and if a com-
munity witl ba governed according
to these princlples, which are re-
gerded as the moral law, the penal.
ties of that Jaw will not be known
smong such & people. Bet the gues-
tion msy be asked, do mot the
Christian world beileve in these
principlee? Yes, they profess to.
And are they pot therefors as good
a3 we are? Yes, correspondingly ss
they earry them oot in their lives;
80 far they sare as good as we are,
But is that all? No, not by a great
deal! Thers are other requirements
mads of the children of men, in
connection with the organization
and establishment of the Chaorch of
Christ, one of which is, that we
ahou]d gather together to a certain
appointed place. Now, supposing
that [ should keep the ten com-
mandments and refose to obey the
law providing for the gathering of
the people, and was not willing ta
receive In my hesrt the constituted
authorities of the Church as they
now exiet, what goed would it do
me in the long run to accept part
of the werd of God and refect part,
when the whole was eseential to my
salvation? [ ehould then be in the
eondition of the young man referred
to in the Scriptores, whg, it fs said,
went to Jesns to know what he

Bavior answering him said, Eeep
the commandments, and tock the
paine to enumerate them. The
young wmian in repiying ssid, this he
bad done from him youitb up. What
lncked he yel? Jesus perceiving tbe
true state of his mind answered
and sald to him, If thom will be
perfect, go and sell that thou hast,
and give It to the poor, and thon
ahalt have treasure in heaven, und
follow me. When the young man
heard this be tgrmed away torrow-
ful becauss he had great poscessiona.
The Lord knew his weakness, He
knew that the young msn did not
love Qod with all his keart, with al)
his might, mind and sirength; He
knew that he loved his riches more
than he loved Ged, and rathet than
comply with this requirement, a re-
quirement that is higher, needing
greater faith to obey than the moral
law, he, it 1s 2ald, torned away sor—
rowfnl. This I fear womld be so
with many of ne if we were put to
the test. We believe in the moral
law and in much of the Boriptores,
but we ¢ome to romething by and
by that we cannot accept becaure it
involves too much eacrifice, efther
of feelinge or property, and like the
young man, we confent ourselves

with the progress we bave made.
That places nsalso in the position

in which the man was placed
who 1ecelved the one talenf.
You remember the parable: to

one wad gizen ome, to another
two, 10 anol\hier five; they who re-
Ceived the greatest numbar of tal-
ents put them to meury and gained
other talsnte; but the men receiv-
Ing one talent hid it up in a napkia
and burjed 1t in the earth; and
when ths msster came he returned
to him the talent ;ust as he received
it, saying thut he knew that bis lord
was a hard master, expeotiag to
re2p where bs bad not sowp, ete.,
and therefore he bsd hidden his tal.
ent in tha earth and was content to
retarn to him just whzt he bhad re-
celved. The lord reprimanded him,

calling him aun uaprofltable servant,

teiling bim he shonid bave put his

talent to usury and gained other

talents; and becanse he had falled
to do this, the talent that waz en-
trusted to his care, snd which might
have been his, was faken from him
and given le enother who had prov-
en himself more worthy. Thast
would be the conditionef 3 man
who wounld go part way in accepting
and obeying the laws of God, and
then atop, refusing to sceept the
whole law. The only way to ob-
tain a fulness of the glory of God is
to receive In onr hesris and carry
out in our lives the word and will of
God, in its entirety, as it has been
revealed unlo u8, and as it may be
revealed to us from iime jo tims, as
we go on lo perfecticn, Amen,

Correspondence,

NEw Yorx CITY,
October 12, 1883,

Editor Deseret Newss

Every year, belween two and
three thoueand ILatter-day Baints
are lended in New York from Liv-
erpool; one bundred missfonaries
make the jonrney both ways daring
the same time.

It oocnrred to me that a ¢“Mor-
mon* steamship might prove a psy-
ing investment; sand with a view of
ascertaining I made variouns inquir-
{fes of the managing owner of a
wealthy coasting line, whose ateam.-
era run from New York to Halifax,
N. 8,, =nd to New Orleans, La., the
result of my investigations are here-
with enbmitted.

Naturally the filnest steamers are
found on the Trans-Atiantio }ines.
The City of Roms 15 580 feel Jong,
measares 8,000 tons and travels at
the rate ef 20 mliles ag hour. Other
ateamers in the same trade may be
described by dividing the above
figures hy two. Cozsting steamers
are smaller, celdom wilh u displace-
ment of mors than 2,000 tons; they
run from 12 to 15 miles an hour.
The #Mormon” Church could not
afford a vessel of the first; mention-
ed type. The coasters are fine com-
modicus etesmers which are called
upon to bresst the slorma of Cape
Hattera#, more cevere than those of
the rude Atlantic;they arein gvery
respect equal to the requirements of
the Eoropean trade.

I shall then discusy a veseel of
of 2,000 tons displacement:

Firat cost, American build,’ $250,000
First cost, Britieh build,
crew all told, 40, $225,000

same fountain thaf they drauk at.

ghould do to obtain eterral life. The

Pay of crew, ¥0 per da'y
{and bhoard allefwarde

—==

considered), total per an.
non J i

Bpeed, 12 miles sn hour, !
time required to crowm
ocean,l1 daye,time to loaf
end unload, 3 dayr, Time
tor round trnip, 28dage,
Time per annum voysg.
ing, 287 days. Time lying
at dock, 78 dags. Fue) 25
tons per day, nt $3.25,
would be per day $31.25,
per annum, 287 days

Expenses and repalrs per
annom,

Refitting with bolleta cnes
in 8 years at 8 total cest
of $10,000, per annom,

Focd tor crew of 40 &t 40
ola each per day, Is §18
per day, per annum,

Food for 2,600 immigrants,
and 200 missionaries, one
trip 11 days at 40 centa a
day, total,

Whurfage 78 days at$10)

Asgslsting in losdiong and
discharging, %100 eaeq
voyage, for the 24 woy.
ages,

2 3l
1

Yo

i
50
—aa
Aggregate aunual expauss 15

This enumeratlon ol expews
will perhaps be found Hbersl, ey

based on the flgures ¢,
first-class  line, &and com
except in the one item of iy
which would be covered Gl
or 6,000 per annumn.

We may safely ssinime
vesrel could eoon build u

"iy
ehe could securesn average bm!

teaffic; eay,with the above
of 1,200 tons per teip each way,

following tables are the tarif
per ton in dollars of the men
dize mentioned in the Jefi coln
these I obtained from s firs
company; the fzores o the
colamn give the relative quantit
of the articles importad und exp
ed, derived from dhe Barean of
tiafies report for 1882,

The three great ilemes of &
ate Wheat, Fiour (and Provid
and Cotton; of fmport, the f%
articles are Dry Goods aad
various ehapes:

EXPURTS,

Whelt, $2.30
Flour; $4,00
Cotton’ ‘550

From these figures ws arive
the average per ton, which 5§, /i

IMPOHM, ¥
Dry Goods, g
Iron, 2.4 “
Average,

Average on both imports
and exporte,
These averages sare low,
getting them I have consid
heavy staple artlicles, whic

ually overwhelm the Jess i
articles of commerce, such a2
ware, notions, ete., bat whi
aldering the latter in the 52
Ale no mMore imporissi [Ban
former; these wopid bring Mo
higher rates, and fhue raie g,
sbove average, -

Bo, 1,200 tons af .8
this is for ene trlp; for 26 ik
$104,520. And this is nader &
sumption that the hoat ¢
patronized ap to lttle mm
one-half her cap:oity.
the average tarift psr ton
only $3.3b, which, for the

by the opinlon of the agen
Inmsan Line, who assured
without direot calenlail
thonght the average wook
one pound sterling, or &8
aatisfled is too amall. L
If, now, our swn pexys *in
carried entirely free of costy IN%d
ceipts would exceed (be &
tares by $16,000; or Lhe rese Fode:
pay 7 per cent. on cag artitire,
it. &
If our immigrants and
aries were charged the €
their beard, the receipts
swelled by the item
above, of $11,850, or wook
in ali to $28,000 more than
penses 1 per cent. per
$225,000. The fare would
round ;Jltzimbera $4.50 ins
regent figurea, -
- Again, if we- charged BRu¢
figures as the Guoijon linea:
we wounld pay for 2,500 i |
at $17.00 each, $i2,500. HF:
misslonaries nt say $2.0 e
$5,000, In wll §47,500, ‘Tuis®y
416,000, gives us §83,500 83 ”;lf
ance the right side of the T
instead of‘ losing, 88 ﬂnol‘:h by
&{0, approximately per a1 ¥
It way be assumed, in viet‘:_h
great exodus of Fuoropesdd % i,
United Btates, that on those Tk
of the steamehip whith t

used for car own Peoplo we M



