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THE DESERET WEERLY.

pooner began %o belch forth fire and
.steel than the white emblem of sur-
render was diseernlbie from the mast-
head of the enemy’s headquarters. The
detalls are very meagre, but as far as
they go they lead to the conclusion
that the city was Immediately occupled
and that American rule in the Philip-
Ppines has begun.

While all this was golng on the cap-
tain-general escaped; he who at var-
jous times anmounced that he would
‘resist to the death,” would " die in the
last ditch” and with other grandilo-
quent terms conveyed the idea that he
amounted to a huge phial of concen-
trated wrath that only needed to be
uncorked and Its contents poured
out +to scatter ruin anpd death
on EVETY hand, at the last
minute Jdld not care +to faece ¢he
“Yankee plgs.” The men whose great
achlevements under his very eyes have
made them famous throughout the
world were “nobodies,” and thelr vies
torles were -“acecldents;'* anyhow, they
were too much one wa)y or another to
sult him, “and so he {led.”” Brave man!
Valiant officer! Wkhat a delightful con-
trast he presented to such Spaniards
as Qervera and Toral, who eould afford
to be prisopers of war but could not
afford to runl

The escape of Augustl, however un-
desirable the thought may be, brings
into mental! rellef once more the fine
hand of the German contingent In Phll-
llpine waters. A German craft, so
conveniently at hand as to establish
beyond eavil an understanding before-
hand, recelved the fallen ‘‘hero” and
carried him in safety to Hongkong. As
the war was stili golng on, so far as re-
lated to the contending forees at Ma-
niia at that time—the peace agreement
not having been made known to them—
the act la to be judged the same as
though peace had not been coneluded.
This m'akes the commander of the Ger-
man vessel gulity of a gross breach of
friendliness if nothing more seriocus,
one we take it that his government will
have to make it right.

The casualties {f any are unknown;
it 18 not probable there were any of a
serlpus character, and It was better
that the city be taken in the way it
was than any other. Things seem Lo
be settllng pretty fast now, and with
the dylng out of the last reverheration
from the cannon’s mouth will come the
greater and grander work of restora-
tion, cultivation and general advance-
ment.

Later dispatches are such as to justl-
fy a modification of some of the con-
clusiens above set out, but not In any
material way.

WHY

NOT ABFEAK THE TRUTH?

‘The Florida Phtlosopher of Aup. 4th
has recelved a letter from one-John D.
Nutting of ¥alt Lake City, a clergyman
of the Congregational church. The
reverend gentieman very modestly
8ays:

] do know that I understand Mor-
monism thoroughly, In both theory and
practiece; and that the system (mind
the word) is as thoroughly foreign to
the only religion which has any cliaim
on the regard of this sin-cursed world
as probably any other man-made or
Satan-made system ever known, There
are some goed and many sincere peo-
ple In it, of course, and ! treat them
wlith all consideratiom; but the system
s utterly bevond any such feeling by
an informed and phllosophical person.
Roman Catholiclsm s angellc com-
pared with it."

Many who read this will refuse to be-
Yieve 1t, for the simple reason that they
have been studying Mormoniam the
greater part of thelr lves, and that
with prayerful hearts and an honest de-
Bire to know the truth and the Foun-

tain of truth, and yet they find that
like the birds that Ay over the ocean,
they have only been able to touch here
and there whlile the great expanse is
around on all sides. They have found
that truth is without limits and that
it takes an eternity to comprehend it
‘What must they not think of a paor
little elergyman who after some super-
ficial Investigation boldly tells the
world that he has the immmeasurable
ocean of truth—for Mormonlsm and
truth are synonomous—in his quart
bottle of mental capaeity? It Is pre-
posterous or ridiculous. Of what vajue
is his estimation of that religlous
system, or any other? A six-year old
chlld 1s no autherity ob astronomy; nor
i{s Mr. Nutting on Mormonism.

But his letter to the Philogsopher has
a particular object in view. The au-
thor states that polygamy ls now being
taught and praotieed with
vigor in Utah. From what can be
gathered from various sources this
seems to be part of conspiraey
agalpst the young State. There seems
to be a concerted effort to create an
adverse sentiment abroad regarding the
people of these valleys, and the pro-
moters of that plan evidently rely on
the pecullar fact that a falsehood often
told finally assuines the appearance of
a truth. Hence they repeat the slate-
ment that polvgamy is still practiced
{in Utah, in the hope that they will find
helievers among a certaln class of peo-
ple. Everybody here knows that Rev.
Nutting's statement in the Philosopher
is not founded on fact; why he male it
and why others make §t [s, we think,
not difficeult to understand.

We ean only hope that the time will
be ecoming when opponents of Mormon-
ism wlll find It to the advantage of
thelr cause to earry on their warfare
in the splrit of truth and honesty. Is
it too much Lo expect that of gentle-
men who profess to be the heralds of
the Gospel to a benighted world?

—_—

ENGLAND AND. RUSSIA.

a

The French press apprehends trouble
between Russia and Great Britaln
about China. Brlefly stated the situ-

ation Is this:

Some time ago Rusain obtalned a
concesslon from the Chinese govern-
ment to build a branch rallroad to con-
nect the trans-Siberlan lipe with the
portsa on the Llaoctung penlnsula’
“leased"” by Russia. Chlna, too, [=
building roads with the assistance of
British capital. Ope of these Is to
run from Tien Tsin, the port of Pek-
ing, southward to Chlogiang, near the
mouth of the Yangtse river, and wlll
conneet the Gulf of Pechell with the
valley of the Yangtseklang. An ex-
tenslon of this line from Tien Tsin
northward to Newchwang, at the head
of the Liaotung gulf, will connect the
British sphera of Influence in the
Yangteeklang valley with the Russian
great system of railways in morthern
Asila, and it is concerning thls exten-
slon that the difficulty between Great
Britain and Russia has arlsen,

The southwestern half of the exten-
sion, from TPen Tsin to Shanhaikwan
is under ¢onstruction. A concession
for the sectlon from Shanhalkwan to
Newehwang has been glven to the
British Hongkong and Shanghal bank.
Russla objects, claiming the right to
contreol thig connection was part of the
concession for the Manchurian raflway.
If the British concession is perslsted In,
Russla threatens to seize Chlnese ter-
ritory. The British government Insists
on the concesslon and promises to sup-
port China with all its power |n case
of enercachment by any foreign power
as a consequence of it

A short time ago it appeared as |[f
the Chinese were willlng to listen to

renewed |

—— |

English promises in preference to Rus-
sla’s threats, but lately there was a
decided turn In the Tsung Li Yamen in
favor of Russia, and now Great Britain
demands the dismissal of Li Hung
Chang from power, on the ground that
he is responsible for the changed poliey,

It would seem that this should bripe
matters to a crisis. If Great Britain
must strike for her prestige In the far
East, now Is the time to do so. When
the trans-Siberian line is compléted
Ruasla will be in a position to dlctate.
terms to her competitors for Chinese
territory.

To the United States the struggle in
eastern Asla is not without jinterest.
Not only has the friendly attitude of
Great Britain during the war with
Spain placed the United States under
obligations, which cannot be ignored
but the Amerlecan trade interests in-'
volved are extensive. It is no secret
that the great commerelal powers are
struggling for “spheres of influence”
to secure markets for thelr own many-
faetures to the exclusion of aj others
To our country the English method oi
keeping the ‘‘docors open” s the most
advantageous and it 1s not impossible
that in our own Interest some day we
wlil have to stand up for Great Britajn
Developments in the East will bhe
watched with great Interest,

—_——
PEACE AND PROSPERITY.

The close of the war and the, assur-
ance of peace should mark the begin-
ning of an era of prosperiy fop the

United States. ANl the conditi
belleved to be favorable. There ?sniv:rr;

. prospect of an abupdant arop. Exports

of agricuiture and manufact
ed an unprecedented
during the last twelve months
railroads are doing exceptionally
and bank elearings are grow
volume. Besides, it seems as if the
eternal  rythm that is manifested
everywhere in the unlverse rules busi-
ness condltions too. Perlodleally pros-
perity and depression oceur with the
regularity of the ocean tides, and we
are just far enough from the last low
tide to be justified in the expectation
othetter conditions,
or several years war ry

been a Aisturbing lnﬂuence,m%':;e h:g;
splrit should now be quleted

ure reach-
Bgure
The
well
ing in

for !
while, and business confidence %elorxg
stored as far as this country is cop-

cerned. That would mean more | -
ments, a free circulation of moner;tv:;tﬂ
consequent prosperous conditions.

FIGHTER AB WELL AS LAWYER.

The New York Herald !s not known
for frlendly disposition towards Utahb
or her citizens. The foHowing compli-
mentary notlee of Captaln Richard W.
Young on account of his part § e
battie at Malate |ls therefore <=.111n :ge

more valuablee It appeared )
Herald of August 11: g

“One of the Interesting figu
recent battle of Malate vga;e?::;tgl;
Richard 'W. Young, commander of the
Utah Light Artillery, which drew forth
the commendation of General Greene
for Its work In repelling the Spanish
attack. Captain Young Is a grandson
of Brigham Young, the late Mormon
Prophet. He Is well known |p New
York, as he was statloned on Gov-
ernor’'s Island as judge advocate of the
Department of the BEast, while General
Hancock was in command, and prose-
cuted several important cases.

“Captaln Young was graduated Into
the artillery from ‘the Wes¢Polnt Mili-
tary Academy. He resigned from the
army to practice law In Salt Lake City,
having been graduated from the Co-



