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the symbols were used by Plato, the
Cabalists and othersand finally accept-
ed by fourth-century theclogians. An-
elent occuitists explained the universe
as a triad—apirit, matter and the
moulder of form. The Christian theo-
logians called this the Godhead, accept-
ing the philosophy under a new name.
It is necessary to be clear on this polnt.

The dictionary Is not authority om
theologlcal questions. It Is at most a

witness. Its testimony may, or may
not, be true. The authority ls revela-
tion.

The Old Testament reveals the meta-

physical and moral perfectlons of
God. Primibive Christianity reveals
Him as the eternal Father and +he

revelations of this dilspensation explaln
further the relationship between the
eternal Father and His children. The
dootrines of Mormornism are new ln
relation to those of the Bible, only as
the doctrines of the New Testament
are new 1n relation 1o those of the Qld.

That the Holy Splrit is a Divine per-
son ls clear trora.‘ the Bible, the Book
of Mormon and the Doctrine and Cov-
epants, That the same name is also glv-
en to a Plvine Influence at work in na-
ture and jn the Church seems equally
clear.

Hebrew scholars now admit that the
word Elohim would never have been
used in the plural, had it not originally
been employed to signify “Gods.” One
proof of this is the fact that in some
passages, a3 for Instance Gen, 1; 26, 1t
occurs with a plural verb, mueh to the
bewllderment of some Blbllcal schol-
lars.

We are accused of blasphemy by
Mr. Nutting. The Son of God was
similarly accused. What greater tes-
timony to the truth of the Gospel can
a Christian minlster offer?

OUR SUNDAY SCHOOLY.

The general semi-annual conference
of the Sunday schools of the Latter-day
Saints was held at the Tabernacle,
sSunday evening, October 3th, 1898, at 7
o’clock. There were present, of the
general superintendency, George Q.
Cannon, George Goddard and Karl G.
Aaeser; all of the members of the
Deseret Sunday School Union Board,
and alds, several of the Apostles, the
Presiding Bishoprie, and many Stake
superintendents, ward officers and Sun-
day school workers.

The conference opened swith the sing-
ing of Amerleca by Professor Evan
Stephens’s Juvenlie class, numbering
about 300 chlldren.

Prayer was offered by Elder Andrew
Kimball. The Jjuveniles then sang
We Ever Pray for Thee. General Sec-
retary Geo. D. Pyper then called tha
roll, which was responded to by twen-
ty-nine Stakes.

Elder Heber J. Grant presented the
general Sunday school authorities, and
they were sustalned as follows;

Georgh Q. Cannon, general superin-
tendent; George Goddard, first ass]st-
ant general superintendent; Karl G,
Maeser, second assistant general super-
intendent: Geo. D. Pyper, general sec-
retary: George Reynolds, general treas-
urer; Leo Hunsaker, stenographer.

As members of the Deseret Sunday
Behool Union Board: George Q. Can-
non, George Goddard, Karl G. Maeser,
‘@George Reynolds, Thomas C. Griggs,
Joseph W. Summerhays, Levl W.
Richards, Francis M. Lyman, Heber J.
Grant. Joseph M. Tanner, George Teas-
dale, Hugh J. Cannon, Andrew Kim-
.ball, and Joseph F..Smith.

Anm alds to the board: L.FJo%n Nutt-
tall, James W, .Ure. John. F. Bennett,
John M., Mills, W. B, Dougaﬂ D
_Owen, ; Seymoug B. Xoung, C.
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T'irst Assistant General Superintend-
ent George Goddard eaid:

"I teel truly grateful to my Heavenly
Father for the privilege of meeting so
many of you here in the integest of our
Sunday schools. And, as 1 notice so
niany in the congregation before me
and so many of the juveniles behind
me, it would be a gratification to my-
self and the other authoritles of our
schools, {f all the Sunday schoo} chil-
dren and all the teachers and officers
jnf our Sunday schools that are here
tonight will please rige to their feet,
I that we may see how much of a con-
gregation of Bunday achool workera
we have got.
rregation arose.)

“Forty-nlne years ago there was not

(Almost the entire con-

understand them properly. Therefore,
the board had decided to cease the pub-
lleation of the leaflets for a few montha,
to enable the schools to ecatch up, and
also for those who want to go over ths
lessons the gecond time to perfeet
themselves therein, that they may have
the opportunity of so doing. So the
leaflels wlill be published to the end of
the present year and then the Unloa
board will cease for a short time to Is-
3ue any more. He Invited the Stake
superintendents and ward superintend-
ents and other officers Interested, to
call at the oflice of the Deseret Sunday
School Union in the Templeton butld-
ing, rooms 408 and 409, to examine aome
object lesson charts, published by Bar-

| eroft Bro3. & Co., Ban Franeclsco—)es-

sonsg whiech they clalmed were highly

one Sunday school amongst the Latter-, valuable In the Sunday school cause,

day Saints; today, we have over a

thousand. We have over 12,000 teach-

»r8 In our Sunday schools, and over
100,000 Sunday school children—the
jiargest numerically of any organization
[in the Church. We have forty organ-
izad Stakes of Zlon. Out of thege
forty Stakes, twenty-seven Sunday

school conferences have been held, and
some members of our Union Board
|have been present at enach, sinee our
| tast Aprll conference. ‘The labor now
|devolving upen the Sunday School

Inion Board s very great. We have
correspondence all over the world. We

meet every Thursday, hold about, on

an average, & -wo0 hours' meeting, and
that ecarcely glives us time to get
through the business that {3 requlred.

The needs of all these schools are of
ithat character that the Nickel Fund
]ls not sufficlent to meet the require-
ments of the growing conditions of our
youth. Think of the mighty army!
We have got between twelve and fif-
teen thousand Sunday schoo! officera
and teachers devoting thelr time to
the work without any compensation. 1
pny God bless th® Sunday schopol
workers for the love they take in tratn-
ing the youth of ..on to become citi-
zens fit for any part of the clvilized
world,

I was requested to close my remarks
by singing a song, and a sone that had
a8 good chorus to it. Blx months ago,
at our last April Conferenoe, while
sitting on this stand here, a young tady
came up and asked me to rise on my
feet, and she placed on my left breast
a gold medal, the head llne of which
almply reads, *"Who's on the Lord's
Slde?” That fact reminded me that I
could not make a better selection than
to sing that very same song.

Elder Goddard sang, “Who's on the
Lord's Slde?” At the end of the recond
verse he asked every one who would
like to be on the Lord's side when the
Savior ecmes to rise to their feet as an
expression of that desire, while he
should sing the last verse. (The fuill
congregation arose and jolned In the
chorus.)

Treasurer George Reynolds sald he
slmply deslred to make two or three
{business announcements. The first was
ithat at our last conference the meneral
hoard promlsed that they would lssue
during the prement year forty leaflets:
but finding that if they issveed forty
only they would have to leave off the
leasons at a polnt that was undesirable,
they had decided to {zsue eight more:
80 that forty-eight leaflets wil)l be ia-
aued thls wvear, concluding wlith the
Book of Mormon lessons at the end of
the monarchy and the establishment
of the republic amongst the Nephites.
But the board found in their vislta that
nearly :all the schools are behind; in
fact, it could not be otherwise with
those who, with care, teach the leaflets,
for, very few of the leafléts.can be con-
aldéred, digested and umderstocd. in ome;

. W. D,
..D. ‘Fleld- | gabbath morning,, Tt -would take three.
ar sunot omorpings with many.of those lédssotis o

They were more partleuiarly intended
to illustrate passages of Seripture
wherein natural objects were spoken of,
such asg the different seeds, herbs, min-
erala, money and measures, and the
different kilnds of wood, ete.

Elder Reynolds also announced that
the annual Sunday school conference
of Uintah Stake would he held on the
last Saturday and BSunday of this
month, the 29th and 30th of October,
and that of the Emery Stake on the 5th
and 6th of November. Other Stake
Sunday school conferences would be
announced later. 4

Elder Heber J. Grant read =«
letter eBlgned by the general
superintendency on the subject of the
nicke! fund. Contlnuing he =mald:

“We wish It understood dlstinetly
that on this nicke! Sunday we desire a
nickel from everY¥ man, woman and
chitd connected with the Sunday school,
And Jf any one wants to pay a dollar,
five dollars, ten, or even Afty or a
hundred dollars, we won't say no. Wa
are perfectly willing to have you put a
hundred dollar bill in the nieckel en-
velope, If ynu feel llke doing »0. Every
doilar that has ever been pald in oam
this nickel Sunday has been used for
the salvation of our children. As has
been stated here by Brother Goddard,
the board meets regularly every wesk
and conslders matters connected with
the Interests of the Sunday schools;
they devote thelr time and talents for
the benefit of the Sunday school cause,
and have gone it without remuneration.
They have traveled hundreds and thowo-
aands of mies Ip the interest of the
Sunday schools. And 1t needs this
small eontributlon to furnish them with
the einbws of wér, =0 to speak. We
trust that every Sunday school super-
Intendent wli see that there Is a sum
equal at least to the total number of
officers, teachers and puplla in the
rchool,reckoning at flve cents eachjand
we would be pleased If You sent more,
because a proper use will be made of
all the funds placed in our hands.”

"It im the desire of our ceneral super.
intendent. George Q. Cannon. that the
Sundaf schonls should not have nickel
Sundays for local purpoees. We have
found that the svstem of nickel day
every Sunday¥ in the year, or at leajst
nner a month, has grown up on ae-
rount nf this nickel fund of the Swn.
day Schon! ITnlon. The nickel'Sundsy
ha= become popular, and 32 great ma-
foritv nf the seuperintendentaiand ofM-
cers nf SBunday schnnls have geen how
well the nicrkel Snnday has worked and
have inaugnrated thiz my<tom for the
henefit of thelr Wea! Sunday sehodia
ft has been apd Is the desire apd ‘oy-
present wirh of our general superinteh-
Jent that thias he done away with and
that we have the nfckel Sunday onty
for the henefit of the Stindav School
ITnton Roard, and also for the henefif of
the Rtake Sunday schnols, whn receive
ane-fifth of the amonnt coNested. - We
tryat that von and everv one will miake
this an individnal matter and by mivre
carnest and ardent woﬂ:b% %nl‘!:tg%n
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