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Settled among white people, scarcely |ing the people into the bonds of

€8 ignorant and cruel. Indeed these
Whites, as was afterwards proven,
Were less worthy to be called Chris-
Bians than the untntored Indians
themselves. By the sumnier of 1833,
from twelve to fifteen hundred Saiuts
had gathered at a place called Inde-
Pendence, the county seat of Jackson

unty, Missouri, the spot pointed
Out by the finger of God, where the
City of Zion should be built, and the
great Temple of God erected. They
Purchased lands from the govern-

Ment and improved them. ~ They laid |

Out the plan of the city and selected
4 site for the temple. They built
Storehouses, established a printing
Press, and issued a periodical called
the Zvening and Morning Star, for
the dissemination of the principles of
the Gospel. And here they were
Permitted to remain in peace from
the summer of 1831 till the summer
of 1833. At that tlme persecution,
Which has been the portion of the
Latter.day Saints from the inception
Of this work, began to bubble and
0il even in that far off region. " The
Christinn clergy, jealous of the new
Teligion, which was gradually under
Ming their man-made creeds and sys-
tems, aided by scheming political
demagognes, whose opportunity for
Plunder and power was in strife and
Wrmoil among their fellow men,
Worked wpon the fears and fanaticism
of the ignorant people, until they
Aroused a feeling of hostility aguinst
the hapless colomists that nothing
Short of bloodshed would appease-
The fires of hatred, fed with the fuel
of false report, misrepresentation and
Calumny raged hotter and hotter, till
flﬂally, in the fall of 1833, the anti-
‘Mormon’'" inhabitants arose en
Masse, and with fire and sword drove
the “Mormons" from Jackson, and
Scattered them through the adjoining
SOuntjes; Bishop Edward Partridge,
“%ho had charge of the temporal
aflairs of the Church in that land,
Was stripped and tarred and feather-
*; women were abused and Insulted;
ch“(_lren terrified; many of the breth-
Ten were whipped, some were killed
Outright, and the entire community
Were driven forth from their homes
Which were plundered and devastated
by the mob. Without food, without
Shelter, without means of auy kind
the Saints were cast upon the charity
of a coid and pitiless world, simply
for believing in the word of God and
%! going to that land, according to

13 behest, to build up Zion.
th_Returnmg a little. One of the

INgs the Saints had been com-
Manded to do in Jackson County was
to establish the order of Enoch, the
“hited Order, for the purpose of bring -

unity, of love, of equality and fraterni-
ty, according to the law of God
which had sanctified Enoch and his
city, and which is destined to sanctify
the Lord's people in these days. 1
have here a copy of a letter written
by the Prophet Joseph Bmith to Bish-
op Edward Partridge, in which he
explained to him how this order was
to be established. The letter was
written from Ilirtland and bears the
date of May 2nd, 1833, the spring
preceding the fall in which the Saints
were driven. | will say, asa premise,
that ail those who entered the Church
at that time were expected to con-
secrate all their property, to lay it at
the feet of the Bishops of the Church.
Edward Partridge was then the Bish-
op in Missouri and Newel K. Whit-
ney the Bishop in Ohio. The united
order was to be established in both
places. The members of the Church
were reqnired, not only to pay thelr
tithing, but to cousecrate all their
possessions, to sacrifice all things,
and have a common stock, in which
poor as well as rich should be- equal
sharers and proprietors. It wasto be
the same condition of things, as pre-
vailed in the days of Enoch; the same
as was established in the days of the
Apostles, after Christ was taken,
when they had “all things common;’
the same order which obtained
among the Nephiles, when for two
hundred years peace spread her white
wings over the great continents of
North and South America, and the
entire people, Nephites and Laman-
ites, were converted unto Christ, were
brethren and sisters, and all socially
equal. They did away with
pride, with eclass distinctions, and
dwelt in righteousness, no poor, no
rich among them; and they dealt
justly one with another. Such a con
dition of things the Lord desires His
people in this day to establish, as a
preparatory work for the coming of
the Son of God in glory. Such a
work is thus foreshadowed by the pro-
phet Isaiah:

“The voice of one crying in the
wilderness, prepare ye the way of the

Lord, make His paths straight,
every mountain shall be leveled,

every valley shall be exalted, and the
crooked shall be made straight and
the rough places plain.”’

Do you know what this means?
Does it simply mean the tumbling
down of these mountains; the making
of mountains out of the valleys; the
straightening of crooked paths, the
snioothing of roads that are rough?
No. It means the bringing down of
the mountains of pride, the humbling
of the haughty and the scornful;
it means the lifting up of the valleys

are to inhert the earth. It means
the straightening of all habits that
are crooked, the forsaking of all
ways that are deceitful, and finally
the culture and polish and Iearning
that will make Zion the joy and glory
of the whole earth. For Zion will
“put on her beautiful garnents,” and
glitter like the stars in the firmament
for learning, wisdom, power and
civilization.

She shall no longer be the foot of
the nations, but shail shine forever as
their glorious head. It is for this
purpose that we are carrying on this
great work, a work preparatory to
the coming of the Son of God.

I will now read the words of the
Prophet Joseph in relation to the es-
tablishment of the United Order in
Jackson County:

“And now I will proceed to tell
YOUu m1y views concerning consecra-
tion, property, giving inheritances,
&c. he law of the Lord binds you
to receive whatsoever property is
consecrated, by deed. The conse-
crated property is cousidered the
residue kept for the Lord’s store-
house, and 1t is given for this consid-
eration, for to purchase inheritances
for the poor; this any man has a right
to do, agreeable to all laws of our
country, to donate, give or consecrate

all that he feels disposed to give.*

And it is your dity to see that what-
soever is given, is given legally;
therefore it must be given for the
consideration of the poor Saints, and
in this way no maun can take any ad-
tage of you in law, Apgain, concern-
ing inheritances,. you are bound b
the law of the Lord, to give a deed,
securing to him who receives inherit-
ances, his inheritance for an ever-
lasting inheritance, or in other words
to be his individual property, his
private stewardship, and if he is
found a transgressor and should be
cut off, out of the Church, his inher-
itance is his stil}, and he is delivered
over to the buffetings of Satan tiil
the day of redemption. But the
property which he consecrated to the
poot, for their benefit and inheritance
and stewardsip, he cannot obtain
again by the law of the Lord. Thus
you see the propriety of this law, that
rich men caunot have power to dis-
inherit the poor by obtaining agaln
tirat which they have consecrated,
which is the residue signified in the
law that vou will find in the second
paragraph of the extract from the
law, 1n the second number.”’

This then was the plan of the unit-
ed order. It would make a lecture
in itself, if I were to dwell upon it as
the subject deserves. Suffice it that
it was a general consecration of all
properties to the Church, after which
each person received a separate in-
heritance, such as a farm, a black-
smith’s forge, a carpenter's bench
and tools, a shoe-shop, or whatever
was most appropriate to his vocation
in life. And “the laborer in Zion"
was to labor ““for Zion," and all their

of humility; the meek and lowly who ~ carnings were to go into, one com:



