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GENERAL CONFERENCE.

The Filvy-Ninth Semi.Annual Gen-
eral Conference of the Church of Jesuns
Christ of thlar-dug Salnts assembled
in the Tabernacle, Sait Lake City, at
10 o’clock this (Friday) mornlag, Oc-
wober oth, 1888, Apostie Lorenzo Snow
presiding.

There were on the stand, of the
Querum of the Twelve ABoatles: Lo-
renzo Snow, Fraoklin‘D. Richards,
Moses Thatcher, John Henry Smith and
Heber J, Grant;.of Counselors to the
Twelve, Daniel H. Wella; Patriarch
Johfi Smith; of the Presiding Cpuncﬂ
ot the Seventies; Heory Herriman,
Jacob Gates, Abram H, Cannpn, Sey-
mour B. Young; of ''the Prealding
Blanopric, Johm R. Winder. There
were algo present a number of Presi-
dents of Stakes and other brethren of
various.parts of Utak and surrounding
Bistes and Territornes.

Cenference was called'to order hy
Apostle Lorenzo Snow, f

+  Binging by the cholr:

Prawe ye the Lord! "us good to ralse

Tour hearis and voices in His praise;

His patore and Hissworks unste,

To make this duty our delight.

.Opening prayer by Apostle John
Henry Smith.

Singing:

What wondreus scenes mine ¢yes behold!

What glories burst apon my view!

When Kphraim's records I nifold,

All thinges appear divinely new.

AFQSTLE LORKNZO BNOW.

We are muoch pleased to meet with
brethren, aisters and friends, in & con-
ference capacity, Many changes have
oceurred since the previous gathering
of this kind. Some of them have been

leasurable and others sad, Apostle

rastus Snow has passed away from
hla eartbly Iabors, to mingle with the
faithtnl In another sphers. Also
Brether Horace S. Eldredge, of the
Preaiding Quorum of Sevendes, aud
others who aave finished their earthly
probation and done well, Whether we
wlll be present at the next General
Conference wa cannot teil. F

It 15 probable that in'the apirit
werld before we came hera to assume
mortality, we agreed when we should
come, to aid In the establishment of
the - work of God on the earth, Itls
not probable that we were ignorant ln
thay regard, We were doubtless able
then to sea the ountcome of, ihis

-werk. ° We meet mauny thiogs
assoclated with this labor that are not
pleasant, but there 16 & great pleasure
connected with it. When" we look
back ppon our determinations to de-
vote ourselves to the cause of trath
and keep our covenants, we have great
jo¥y, hecauss the splrit of our callings
rests mightily upon us, withoot which
:rlrlt we cannot keep pace with the.
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dom of God.
iate years the saplrit of persecu-

$ion againstus has been manitested,’]

and those even who have not been
immediately affected by it, have suf-
tered in _}helr feelings throuﬂ; sym-
pathy. There is a solace in the.lhonr
of persecntion; It 18 needful that we
De tried that we may bave opportuni=
ties to make aacrifice fer the cause of
God snd truth, and it 18 throngh seif-
abnegation for she sake of right that
we ars enabled to take hold of eternal
lite. We bave before us fljustripus ex<
amples of the past, a8 for "instance the
cass of the three Hebrew children and
Daniel, These were glorious exam-
les, through whichk ‘God was glorified,
be eacritices they made were of the
noblest character. How ,wae .it that
Danlel accomplished his safety? When
Dariua appeared at the .den of lions,
urd enquired of Dantel whether the
God he served bud saved him, Danie]
replied that God bad sent-an apgel to
him to protect him, 88 He had found
lupucence ip bim apd he (Danicl}. bad
done the klog no barm. ‘Lhis wus how
deliverance cathe. 8o [t wili cume to
us &5 & people. L
It is oruained that we be trledin a
flery ordeal. )% canoot he ayeided.
Olberwise we canpot recelve our ce-
Jestinl crowns, Notwithatanding that
attempts have been made %0 reb us
and to bring us lato slavery, the work
of God hss not been stayed, Many of
the brethreu have gene vo prisen, and
bave shown to the heavens and all men
how inuch they feel gratetul for what
. ‘30d bas revealed.
FPeople differ in their dispositions,
FLo some small trials are as powertul
ABJlarger ones are to others. Some of
“:the gisters who meet with perplexities
_Ein ratelng thelr tumilies are tried to as
o Zreatyn extent ag tbey can bear. But
¥ uone ,of un need také an uupleapant
Ly view ofiriais. Many who suffer them
© wtDjoy themselyes better than in days
A peace, They humble themselves to
$KIeater exteat before 1he Lord, and
Al opirit zesms mightily upon whem,
and thelr joy i5 great, this bejug tue
compensating condition.
There are 9nt«{o£ opportunities for

provement and Relief Societies that
bave been tnatituted.
prepare themselves
pubilc capacity, and there is no class
of people who bave such privileges in
thig regard as the Saints,

A sbort time previous to the last
Genera! Conference s Central Edu-
cations]l Bosrd was orgspized, that
schools in keeping with the genins
of the Gospel might be instituted.
In them the wscriptures, anclent
and modern‘ conld be used, and
the children's minds he famillar-
lzed with the principles of the gospel
a9 well a8 with matters of secular edu-
cation. It wasdeemed a matterof regret
by the centiral board tbat our financial
conditlon was not favorable te glving
the degree of nubstantial assistance to
this mevement that was desired. It
was decided to move,ln the direction
of establishing at least one academy of
the kind {u view in esch |Stake, 28 &
commencement, It was conclu(‘ed to
make Brother Karl G. Maeper—who
had done 8o well 1n the work of edu-
cating the youth of the community in
llue with the genins of the principles of
salvation—tbhe general puperintendent
of the system, Means bad been ap-
propriated to the extent of the present

The sisters can
be useful In &

ability, to carry out the object
in view b be varlous stakes,
It was expected thaet parents

would contribote of their means
for this object. We cannot BaCe
rifice too much in this directien, as it
{8 impossible for us to labor too dili-
gentl{ and exhibit too much aelf-de-
nial for our chiidren. It i8 expected
that the contemplated educational sys=
tem will eventuslly spread until it ex-
tenda to the Wards, o

Itis good to bea good Latter-day
Saint, but most undesirable to be &
bad one. The people are progresalng.
They are learning to bear trials. No
‘other people would bave borne such
‘indignitles and wrongsaas they have
suffered. Thais patience shows the
character of God, ‘and they will con-
tinue, alded by His fower. to pursue
this conrse, It will vet come abont
that those who now afllict us will be
glad for us to officiste for them 1n the
temples of God, that they may be re-
deemed, after they have paid the pen-
l.llty ot their misdeeds in this proba-
tion,

May the blessing of God rest upon
the people.

NLDER JACOB GATES, o

of the First S8even Presidents of Sev-
fentles, was the next speaker, He had
-]istened with pleasure to the remarks
that bad beep made regarding the ex=
'perieace of the Baints in past ages, and
the present copdition of affairs nmong
this community, I bave been aspoci-
ated with this people for over ﬂl(tjy

eard, and I am pot discouraged.

here {é & glorions outcome for this

sople. They haye the truth in their

earts, and o amiount of persecution
can root it onmt. Thera 18 power in
this Gospel, and if- we 'embody it we
will pee the amwer. thereof, exempli-
fled In the Individpal cases of Latter-
‘day Saints, - That power will be slmi-
Iar to that manifested {n the days -of
Enoch, by the potency of whose words
the very earth was sbakeu. That same
prieathood by which great thioge were
accolnplisbed in ages of the past, has
been reveslad anew; and exfata in thia
Church. It wasby {l.a exercise that io
iafcient times on“this hemlsphere and
the other side.of the globe, prisons
were opened. " [The speaker here nar-
rated the instance relsted im the- Book
of Mormon tellingthat Alma and Amu-
lek, whemr in prisen, were dellvered
,um{ thelr enemies destroyed.} This
work was eatabllsbed through the in-
strumentality of Joseph Hmith, the
great Prophet of the Iatter-day dispen-

to atand for evel. : g-
root it. It is the klngdom lorseen by
he Prophet Daniel. The demolition
of all systems adverde to truth and
justice wlil be broogbt about hy the
spread of Gospsl knowledge embodied
in the system revealed through Josepb
Smith. I rejoice in the fruth, an
thank God that I bheard the sound ef
the Gospel in early youth, I Rave not
seem & mowent sinee then in the moat
gloomy day when [ have felt the luast
misglving In regard to the truth of thts
Work, All that it ueeds to demonstrate
the excellence ot the gospel is to apply
15 principles te every-day life,

PATRIARCH LORKNZO L, YOUNO

Addressed the couferehee, He %vas
xrateful in the privilegc ot belng pres-
ent and hearing what ‘had been said.
He simply desired to express hig feel-
ings regarding this work. The congre-
gation igcomposed of people whio have
Dbeun brought together from the nations
‘01 the earth tprough obedlence to the
gospel of Chriss, Great sfforts had.

No powercan n

precisim the zospel message, yet the
great bulk of the' peoplesot the world
were ignorant of the nature of®the
misston of Joseph Bmith. 4 grest
many more than are might be informeq
upon the swbject if they werc willing,
Tone fact is, that they do not want to
know aoythiog about 1t. It is now as.
In ancient tlmes, *light has come
luto the world, but the world loves
darknces rather-, tham lght.'' The
world will yet discover, however
their diumu{.
(yod, ag will the Jews in doe time that
Jesus is the Christ, .
The speaker continoed for * somo
time, etating he had been pleasurably
scguainted with Joseph Smith, whom
be declared to be & man called of God.

sation, and the work be inaugurated ts | P&

been made by the servants of God tolly

" to
that tbls Is the work of

was Bunf; by the choir,
Benedic

tion by Elder George God-
dard.
Adjourned till2 p. m,,

2 p.w.
The choirsang:
Geat God, indulge my humble claim;
Thou art my hope, my joy, my rest)
The glories that compose thy nnmo
Sturd ull engaged Lo make me bivst,
Prayer by Elder Elins Morris.
The cholrpapg:
Y'ralie ve the Lord! my heart shall Join
In work s0 pleasant, so divine,
Now while the flesh 16 my nbode,
And when my soul ascends Lo Gud. |
PRESBIDENT 4, 0. 8MOOT,

of Utah Stake, was the firat spealker.
I am plensed, he said, to mect with \he
Saints im the capacity of & generai con-
ference and to partake with tiern of
the things pertaining to eteroal lite,the

reatest gitt of God. We eoxemble to
fearn the ways of the Lord and howto
walk therein, and also Lo point out
that way, iu order that others ma
walk therein. The calling 01 the Saints
ia no ordinary calling, because the
Bame means a preat deal more than is

geperally comprehended. It implies
that we are, strictly, the servaniy
of the Lord and muost burken

to His counnsgel, It means that we nre
mlssionaries to guther Israel home in
this the dispensation of the fuliness-ut
times, in order to prepare the way for
the second coming of the Lord, when
he will come,not’to be slanghtered like
a lamb, put to appear as the Lion of
the Tribe of Judah.,- The name of thé
Baipts implies that we are called to
gather Israel from the four quarters of
the earth unto this'goodiy land. It
lmglles that we are temple huilders
sud have the grlvlle @ of entering into
the houses of the Lord te perform
work botd for the living and for the
dead, erdinances for the redemption of
Ierael. A Saint is supposed to per-
form all the commandments of God,
end thereby obtain eterpal life, the
reatest gift of God, Ours is there-
ora no idle cailing, no appeilation wo
be tampered witn, It we wish
to be great, we must be the tervants of
all, stsnding as saviors onj ount Zipn.
As two of afamily and one of a city,
we are gathered irotm all gations op
the eerth, and have, indecd, more than
an ordinary work to do.
bring the glad tidings of sslvetion o
every toegue ang peopic before the
¢od shall come. The day ol the com~-
Ing of the Lord ia near at apd. ‘[he
signs of the times indica ::this, and
the prophets,both ancient : i moders,
bave foretold it. We must repare fur
that day, in order that the ridecroom
may have a sultable bride: waens he
comes, & suitabie place to rest lo, and
that we may he ableto associale with
the ‘Church of the Firstborn, when
Christ shall come to reign on thia
earth a thousand years, th ;udversary
be: bound and a day ol .cst bie usL-
ered in.
For this reason we find burselves a
stranze people in the eyed of the world,
‘The generation in walch we live look
uPon us as a warvelous people. With
all thelr wisdom saond learnlng, the
world cannet ccmgrehend Zion," It s
now a8 it was In the days of our Sa-
vior. The world pergecuted Him, god
like causes always produce llke effects,
It would be sirange, indeed, if Zion's
chiidren shopld find their work ep-
dorsed by th® world. .
A gentleman the other day said: 1t
you Eeople would oply let polygamy
alung, you would  have o
more troubles;' but past experi-
ence does not justily this con-
ciuelon,' Before polygamy was re-
vealed, the path of this people was
much rougher than it i3 today. The
ople were driven irom state Lo state
untll they came out here, where a
white man’s foet had hardly ever trod,
They were robbed and scattered, and
their leaders martyred. szl? Be«
canse (xod had communicated His will
‘to the vartb. Just as goon &5 this was
done, before the Book of Mormen had

{been transluted even, or the Chureh’

organmted, the youtntu! Prophet, Jos-
cph Smith, wes persecuted by the
coclny, a8 the Chorch has been from
that moment till the present time.
Persecution may a0 end, peroaps, un-
11l Zlen has been redeeted and built
Uy, and the Lord reigns triumphant.
Buithis people are In the Lora’s
hands. It gnly remsjns gor us tp be
steacdfast and follo & our leaders. May
we live oor religlon, bulld tempies,
tuburnacles and places of education.
T'bese are some of the
Latter-dsy Suints. apy, Dowever,
bekio 1o weaken and be fearful, and to
give way to skepuicism, wondering it
ihe Lord has lorsaken Fen. But He
bas not sud never will. The ordeals
we have bad to pass thruugh have all
‘been for out good, as well-being in
he ferm of chastisument.
. President Young used to say, that
with us it }s the Kingdom of God -or
nothing. Let me tell you that this is.
the Kingdom of God, established never
to be overthrown, worlds without end.
Zios will rise and shine, and l% pre-
pared to meet the Lord apd the - Zion
of Enoch. May God help us to llve go
that we may obtaln the placesprepared
for tbe Lord's people in His glorious
mansions. -

'ELDER SEYMOUR B, YOUKG

was the next speaker. He dld not an-
ticipate the pleasure of addressing the
Saimts tbls afternoon. [ desire your
faith and prayers and sttention.

The maetiggu of the Saints are really
fensts of good things. This ia really a

He rejoiced ip the work he was the ig-

yme of schooling to the'Latter-day

WwWe must

rivileges of 1he| Le

—

srael. Im the tlme of Joseph, the
Hlophet, there were many scenes of
triz), through which tbe Saints were
regjaired to psss. Aund it sepms to be
nucessdnry {or the esusblishment of the
| t:hureh that the pueople should pass
brough them. On the veryanoounce-
munt that God bad spoken, the powers
f evil were aroused, and the youtufal
Praphet uad to contend with them, 25
pest he could. When persecutlon
rawed, bhe celled upon s little band of
Saints 10 go to Missourl in the year
158, Tbia band was called Zion's
Camy, nod such bas been their appel-
Jation to the present time, Ten of
tuefc nuwaber are still allve on this
varth. ‘They have goue bebind the veil
susd ape luborlog and moviog lor the

cause of 1his people in the courts
sbove. 1 )
Afier this hand had arrived in Mis.

souri, & fearfal scourge In the shape of
Astutic cholers bioke ont amosg them.,
Joseph 2tuod awon his brethren at
that Lime, a3 long as be was permitted,
upti] the Lord told bim to stand out o1
the way or to be destroyed. Depart-
ure from the, way of the Lord, was
this 1ime, as zlways, visited hy the
Lord’s judgment. 1Two years alter

|

¥1this, the Prophet procluimed at ibe

time of tue oOrgapization of the
Quorum of the Twelve; **I bave
seen those who (were with us
jn Zion's Camp apd met their deaths
by tue scourge of cholera, und it I
ever recelve & crown ng hright as
their's, I shzil be ezustled for ever
utterwards.'” This was his testimony
concerning the brethren, |
‘I'he people were atierwards called
to pass 1hrough£ersecn,tion, butitisa
fact that the Lord at thistlme was
neut His people. All the Prophet had
to do was to ioquire in regard to sny
line of conduct or do¢trine, and he re-
celved an apswer. The Lord was near
to him and to the people. The greater
the tribulation, the greater the blegs-
iog. In looking over this, Iam satis-
fled that had we not been called to
pas3 through such scenes, we would not
kave been able to keep the faith, er to
obtain the blessings upon our laboray
whlch We have received. Wheu the
Sainta have obeyed their leaders they
nave always hud wanifestationa of
God's Eower jn bringing them safely
through all dificulties. .

After the Saints had let Nanvoo, and
the Camp of Israe] was located be-
tween the Missouriand Mississippl riv-
ers, the povernment requested them to
fornish a battaiion to goto Mexico and
ﬂé%t the Dbattlee of oor common
zauntry.  In the condltion of
poverty vod exlle in which the peo-
ple thew were, there was no need of
complying with that request. They
were utterly destitute,and yet the gov-
ernment mode the demand on them to
£0 ancd protect the Interests of tne
country. Brigham Young, with the
e¢ye of o prophet, saw the necessity of
yieldine obedience, and be said to Col,
Allen, yeu ghall bavethe pumber re-
quired, even if the ieadine Ejders have
to wo. The wisdom of the Lord ex-
prusped thrpuph Brigham Young was
mamiceted o 1Bl answer. It proved
that tnis people was a loyal people,that
there waa nothiog they so much de-
sired as the welfare of tbeir common
country. Altbough ostracised by a
few wicked people,they feit confidence
in the general Government. They
proved that they loved the Censtitu-
tlon for which our fathers had bled
and died, and they weot cheerfully to
defeud the interests of the country and
to plant the flag of our country on dis-
puted soil. When Brizham Young led
hia band of pioneers to Utsh, he con-
secrated this land for God, but took
possession of it for the general Gov-
eroment.

Thoe first petition formulated and
presented was for a railroad to con-
nect us with the eastern states; also
for a telegraphline. A state constimn-
tion was {ramed and admlission asked
into the Union as & state.

The Suints know that thls great na-
tio& wis founded by imspiration of
God. However the laws may be per-
verted, whoever may be the President
of the Unlon or Governor over the
States and ‘Territorles, whether the
judges be wise or unwise, we kuow
ihat God bas His hand over this con-
tinent. He has prepared it to be &
place of refuge toallthe oppressed and
downtrodden. .

God bad a people in this land many
hundreds of years ago. The brother
of Jared led s colony into_it and they
becawme & greal nation. But they algo
grew strony in iniquity and were swept
away, for God would havethis land in-
habited by a righteouns peoFle. so with
the colony that came here le

d hytather
hi, G0 years before Christ. Tney
were finally overthrevwn by their hreth-
ren, the Lamanites, who were o pum-
2rous people upon the discovery of
:bis cenntry by Coiumbus.

We belleve that Columbus came here
hirough belpy inspired by God, We
snow from whence eyerything that is
good comes to this great and goodiy
iand. It comes dom God.

The majority of the Ssimts ere from
the States, or bave been bhorn and
irafiged bere, and have learned t love
the country’s institutions. ~Although
patriotic, they have:heen misuuder-
stood and copsequently persecutad as
they still are. But tbe time will comme
when we will be understood, The
«Gospel is being prociaimed every-
‘where. Xverything is being done to
further the canse of God. Mapy will
be faithful and true pntil tbe Lord
comes to gather his jewels.

PRESIDENT HDGH 8. GOWASS,
of Tuoele Stake: I bave been pleased
to jisten to the remarks of the brethren
who have reviewed the histery of ihis
peopie, It msy seem strange to some

to bear that the people arelna better
condition thep they evel Wers, not-
withstanding- alf peTsecutlon, vThis is
encouraging. Io the midst of thess
things, [ ask myself, Do I live ac-
cording 10 the profession I make? We
protecss to be endowed with the
charucteristics which should result Jo
boliness, Am I living so that my jife

can bear criticism, Jor tempersoce,

purity and virtue? Is there po de-
celt, no hypocrisg'? Living honest-
iy teacbes me tbat ] wlill ,recsive
% testimony, that the word of
God's servantd i8 troe. I rejoice im
the work. The sufferings superinduced
by persecution huve developed u cless
of men and women that have heem
tried aud found faithtul. The~ noter-.
ests of thls kinzdom should alwayrs bs
uppermost in our hearts. We sbould
always kDow that onr ways arg clear.
Itis the tizght ofrevery man and WoODAR
to know that this work 18 true, thal
they are God’s cbildren, as whe_r;‘jams
was baptized and received t(hetesti-
mony of the Spirit that He was ;God's
beloved Son. It ia not mneces-
saly to be -cast iote  Hery
furnaces or a den of llons, but I§ ls
necegsary to be cast into circom- |
stances, that are trying, in order-to be

led nearer to our heavenly ¥ather. I§
is_necessary that we should be' sur-
rounded - by tempting conditions, hut
it is not needful to partake of those
qoestionable infiuences, We muat par-
tuke of those tpnings that can develo,

in us divine choracteristice. Such wi

be the condition of the Silnts when
gleg live accordlng to the ihings of

od,

COUNSELLOR I H. WELLS.

It 18 a sonrce of pleasure to meet with
the 8aints, The plan of salvation {s
before my mind. Everything pertain-
iog to the Gos_fel commends jteel! to
my reason. There is.nothing unrea«
sonsable {u the supposition that God
ghould speak from heaven, and tead
forth the Book of Mormen. (This.
book i8 & recorg of God's dealings with
the people on thie continent. It
would be strange if this people should
not inve communication with God.
The book itseif was kept Yery much
Jike the sacred books of the eastern
bemlsphere. Thnse who kept them
nged Lo engrave 00 Various materisis, -
Why should not the Lord commusti-
cate His will to this people? The tes-
timony is that God had & people
on this continent. I see
nothing uoreasonable in thls. Weare
told that the Bible is sofficient,that wa
peed norevelation from heaven. But
it wonld be very unreasopable to sap-
ose that the great work predicted to
ake place in these latter days should
be inaungnrated withoot revelationm,
No man could by his own wisdom do
this work, Therefore It was necesaary
t0 have communication betwess
heaven and earth established agalm,
The javitation to come to the Lord

bas been given all the day
long, Now Is the " dispensatioa
of the f{uoloess of time -cbme.
Who {8 acqualeted whh . God#
Who koows Chilav? It {s lite
eternal to know God. Men have

forgotten God, it seems, but God has
not forgotten them. e has always
tried to lead men the right way, Ibe-
lieve He insplred Columbus, George
Washington and Other men, bnt He did
uot confer upon auy of tbese theau-
thority of the FPriesthood,. probabt
because they would not have receive
it. God conferred thls anthority when
He saw the time was come, When
men were prepared for it.  We havs
a very g«reet privilege in bulldieg
temples and performing work for the
living and the dead. This latter-day
work has grown from the beginwning,
and capnot be put dewn. Its principles
are all true. The educated world 4hink
it is all delusion, All true scledes
and | all that is for the benaflt
ol men, i3 embraced ir the Goapsl,
The world i8 full of unbellef and #u-

ersiitian. Men bave gone sstray.

ot God bas looked down
seen this and again sent the everlaatia
Gosapel, which j8 thé power of Go
unto salvation, to every one who re-
celves it,

The choir sang the anthem:

“Jerusalem my glorious Home.”

Benediction was pronounced byElder
John Mergaa,

SECOND DAY.

OcT, 6TH, 10 4. m;

The cholr sang:
Great God, attend while Zion sings, x
The joy that from Thy presence spricge, :
To spend one day with Thee on earih
Exceeds & thoussnd days ef mirih.
FPrayer was offered by Apostle Moies
Thatcher. 1 il
The choit sang:
God moves jo & mysterious way,
His wonders to garrorm;
He plants His foolateps in the ses,
And rides uponrthe siotrm.

APOSTLE HEBXE J. GRANT

was the first speaker. It was a great
leasure to him to stand before the
saints once more in a general confsr-
ence. We would all be benefited in
oyr meetings, if We came with the ln-
tention of being lostructed. Wae
should not agsemble simply oul of
curiosity but desiring esrgesily thag
the jlght of our heavenly Fatber might
be with us_sil to bulld us up jo our
faithb. If we bave asgembied with this
mind and {ntention we will be bullt up,
and go away rejoicing tn the Dlesalngs
bestowed upon ua. 2 o '

God [s the author of our exlstencs,
wherefore we owe to bim the ug-
divided gratitude o’ our hearts, i

The Saints many times feel dlscour-

aged, as if our tribulstions were more
- )



