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DISCOURSE

Py Elder GEORGE A. SMITH, Tabernacle, |
houses, for tithing, he was told that that was

Meoeunday, April 7, 1562, 10 a.m.

[REPORTED BY J. V. LOXG. ]

ye ought to be
you

“For when for the time
trachiers, ye have need that one teach

again which be tlie first principles of the
erac'es of God; and are become such as have
need of milk, and not of gtrong meat. For

every one that useth milk, is unskilful in the
word of righteousness: for he-is a babe.
strong meat belonge
nge, even those who by reason of use have
their senses exercised to discern both good
and evil ?—Hebrews V. 12, 13 and 14 verses.

It'may srem to my brethiven and sisters, a
little surprising that I should i troduce the
remarks which I have the privilege of ad-
dress ng to you this morning, by reading the

sentiment which is conveyed in this text.

o Ene

I'or when for the time we ought to be
teachers, we have need that one teach wus
again the first principles of the oracies of
God. But how often is it n-cessary, and has
it been necessry for those who are inspired
of the Lord to complain of the brethren mak-
ing su:h slow progress in the things of the
kingdom of God? How often do we liear our
Presidency lament the iznorance, folly and
vanity that are exhibiled by many of those
who are c¢:lled upon to be and who should be
teachers indeel!., I bave thought that in some
circumstances there was a neglect in the
branclies of preachinz to and rehearsing in
the ears of the risng gencration tLose first
principles of the goapel which were taught to
us when we receivedthe work of the last days,
and especially the princip'e of faith. W
grow up in this community «nd the principle

ral to us.
and without experience and they
power to contrast the principles of truth with
those-of error, and hence it is regarded as
importan: by the Elders thal they shiou' d have

the ‘opportunity, at some period, of g.DZ trouble is caused by men not h
abroad to preach the gospel and have a chance g

Bllt to
th to them that' are of full'

‘that a man might enjoy his religion.

!gela ready for praying there is perbaps a rap

**and whose are they?”

to let

ral matters. It he wished fo talk -about
‘donations, emigration,teams, building meeting

temporal business and that he must call a
meeting on a week dav,  Elder E, T. Benson
and mysel!f went to that place after they had
been contending upon this subjeet, and it had
bee me well understood that no man mus
talk there on temporal subjects on the Sab-
bath day. Bat we occupied the whole day in
telling how to make bread, build cities, make
farms, fences, and in fact we told them Low

of. We asgerted that a certain amouit of
temporal preparation #as necessary in order
We
also asserted that if a man n:ade no prepara-

tions for the future, he was copstantly sub-
jected to annoyances.

For instance a man
lives in one of our agricultural viliages, and
he makes little or no preparation for taking
care of what he has around him; he negleete
e his field and alack yard. Now:l

have thought that a man could not enjoy his

‘religion as he shou'd do unless he had a good
fence around his field and stack vard; for if

he has no feuce, or only a poor one, whe he

at the door, and when the do :r is opened, the
message delivered is, “‘there are twenty'head
of cattle destroying your wheat in your stack
yard.”” “The devil there is,”” says the man,
He puts them in the
astray p und, and he puts an exorbitant tax
upon thein, and charges the poun! keeper not
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do every useful thing that we could think'

them go un'il bie gets th= pay, say dam- |
ages to the amount of $50, The next thing is
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. are just such tea.hers, for w hien, for the t‘im.e

~that (hey should be teachers,
-l_rbjidrr:n and pull against each other; they la-
bor to define each others duties; to wark out

the kingdom of God, and so

live as to enjoy the Holy Spirit; cach man

they have need the organization of heaven wonld s
to be taught, for they seem to operate like'superseded altogether,

the whereabouts. of the line of demarkation,  rule strietly myself,
,whereas they should each and every ome
gtrive Lo build up

~hould strive to be bumble instead of exal'ing |
bimself, instead of drawing: the line and say-

I" allowed to practise before the High Couneily,
oo be
: 1 with to ree all
-High Councilors magnify their own ecallinga.
I donot know that I would earry out tiis
_ but I believe that, it I
were a judge and a lawyer were to com» be-
fore me and assert and absolute lie, and I
¢bould find it out, I never would allow him to
plead in my presence again; I should set hin
down as a lawyer not of good moral charac-

g I belong just bere and nobody must inter<!ter, and not Jegally entitled to be a membher

fere with my rights, he should feel to sustain of the bar.
the bands of Lis' brethren, I will' here say from religion to law, still I believe that bow-

It appears that I bave got off

that there have been places where these two c¢ver a man may try to pour on the oil and
organizations have existed for years without solt poap, the decision of the High Council

any dificulty, #nd there ave o
where thie two bave existed at th

ther places will be arcording to the principles of equity.
¢ same lime If there is to be an investigation before a

and the matter has been taken up by the peo- | council of this kind, it is the duty of that
ple avd worked at until it has been found body of men to strive to learn the truth for
necessary to reduce the organization by unit- the sake of doing justice to both parties, and

ing the Presidency

and DBishoprie in one ifa man for the sak of a fee, for the sa

ie of

person, o7, a= I term it, the wheelbarrow ar- gain, if bound, and will come iuto court or

rangement, or. if you please, a three wlieeled
coach.
There was one settlement where {he people

got ro very wise that the B shop had to have

two sets of counselors, and ‘they

thattook sides with the President, or rather |
that were in favor of having one, and then

those who were willing to be contented with ' High Councils, for these men go to work and

a Bishop had to have their choice, and thus

was formed what I call an unlimited demoe-

are to be servants of calls on the council to sanction it by their

racy,
The faet 's that as soon -as the brethren
can realize that they

‘council, and state a lie, he bas 0o business

‘there, and I am sorry to believe, if this prin-

‘brethren who have dabbled
had to be

‘geleeted aecording to the wishes of 'the parties

ciple was tried, it would pinch gome of our
: in the law.—
(Prest. B. Young: I wish it would piuch

them to death.)

I believe that there never was a more cor-
rect organization of a court on earth th-n our

investigate a case, hear the testimony pro
and con, the councilors for each pa ty liti-
gant present the case, it i3 submitted to tha
president who sums up, gives his decision acd

anothier peighbor who is religious alse, but
perbaps a little later inhis devotions,is arous-

€ ed by the report “yourcattie are aliin the ag-

8 tray pcund and there is $50 damage ag ingt
of the gospel become, to a great extent, natu- the{:z.P” ey

But m .ny of the young are untried t{here??
lﬂt‘.k 1.11& i of rev

“The devil they are, who pu them
Why brother =———-—3 Lis f elings
erence and devotion having been badly

' shaken by this report. he rises from his

(’rﬂyerful mond in a rage and uses v-ry violent
anguage, and, suffice it Lo say that much
' ‘ avinz a .good
e, and it 13 exceedingly deubtful whether

God, and t at it is their individual duty, to vote, and it they are not united, they have to
sustaineach otbier and put away that jealousy go to work and try the case over again in or-
whieh in many cases, exists atthe present der that they may ascertain more perfectly
time, and whieh in fact is the chief cause of 'the facts in the case and be united in their

all this trouble; and so soon as they find that decizion. Why all the courts in the world

they are not Lo be as large as they desire to'are boobies compared to it!jIt is an organiza-

be, and a8 they think they ought te be, it will tion that shows its own authenity and di-

te found 'hat these organizations will be in- 'vine origin. A

creased in numbvers; they will aleo inerease in| Perha ps it is not well for me-teo furtlier de-
faith, in geod works and in power and influ- | geribe to operation of the High Ceuneil, but I
en-e wilhh the heavens, and if they will be will take I.Ee liberty of saying that men oceu-

h position in the Church of

to test by actual experience the power of the many men can preserve an even temper of
principles of truth when brought in contact mind under guch. cirtumstances. Now all
with the wild fanaticisms ,which the world this was the result of ignorance. If that
Lave d gnified with the title of relig on. ! Presidency bad known ther duties they would
It was remarke! yesterday that the pro-|jever have closed a meeting without asking
gress of the peop e was so glow that the Pre- | the Bishop if Le had anything to s.y, or any
sidency could not dcvelope those principles buginess to attemd to; it was a matter of |
which were for the b nefit of the people, for courtesy and of duty also, and instead of pul-
their glory and exaltatior, only at a very slow  jine against each other they should nave uni-

rate, powertul as we may th nk the Mormon ted and all pulled together for the accomplish--

mill to be. The President tells us that he his ment of the same objeet. For this reason we

to regilate the fced very moderately, or injure phgve had to organize several branches with a

fa thful, the idea will be fairly il‘ustrated |pying this hig

that a man with a weelbarrow eannot travel

as fast nor accomplish as much as the wan stantly eultivat

who drives a four horse coach.

esus Christ of Latter Day Sain‘s sh uld eon-

e the principle of justice and

Still I know | study to know what isright and what is Wrony,
that owing to the ignorance and shortsighted- 'aluays kee
ness of the people, a case ef this kind will | Almighty.

occasionally occur. There seems to be a dis- fanybody, th
position to p L every thingin a nut shell, For yestirday. Awdsolong asam: nacts upentihia

ing within them the Spirit of the
f they have got prejudices against
¢y thould do as the President said

instan e, a tew years ago, there were seme principle upon which President Younyg gave

brethren weuld go into a settlement where
there wer: both a Bishop and a President,

Biehops sent out of Salt Lake City to explain ua instruction, he has me for a Priend, and
to the country Bisbope their duties. Thege ,'just 80 sure as a2 man comes up without envy

or prejudice, simply to learn what is right,
and understand my position and my duty, ana

thé weak «in ed. Some of the bre bren, for, Bishop and his counselors only, and as I ex-'and they would go on aud tell the Bishops!go |l ng as 1l ean vindicate myself, I will put

want of a more | erfect understanding perhays,

ive way to temptation and turn away, and
E::cmn: to a considerable extent like a man
who comes out of the dark into a well lighted
room, he i8 blinded with the light, his
are unprepared to meet such brilliancy. is
is illusirated voiy clearly in the organization
of tlie several branches, eettlements and
stakes of Zion throughout Deseret. To use
a figure, in almost all the branches containing

‘stead of a six horse coach. The Bigshop must
do this, that and the other, in fact ever
}HIE.HI He must preach, collect the tithing, for if we
! ignorant, they have learned «o little that they
' will immediately start up and etrive for the
 mastery, and bLence contenticns have risen

press it semetimes in (be settlemen 8 where [
visit, we -have had to use a wheel-barrow in-
totu Bishop and DPeesident, and never think
}’thitlg. '
tieg were not uniled or centerad 1l one man
set anothier man to assist him, men are go | but div ded between two. And i some in-
looking fellow get np and ask whatibe Presi-
dent was'to do, if all those explained and ful-
among the brethren acting in the capacity of | ly defiued du ics were centred in the Bishop.

kp&'ty.

what treir Cuties were, and in doing #o, em- | that man in the path of right aud in the way of
brace the whole circle of duties requived of |galvation,

What has cansed the eorruption and wick-

that in that branch of the chureh, thoge du- edness {hat exist In the world at the present

day? It is the feeling that exists amonz the
people that one man cannot tell another his

atances, there would be a sort of Lalf-sbarp faults, because he tells them to every bedy

else to the injury and prejudice of the guily
The Prophet Joseph in his day weuld
tell a man of bis faults to save Lim fromerror

from one hundred to three bundred fawilies it Bishops and Presidents.

Liag been [ound necessary to combine all the
aulhority of presi ‘ency in one man, at liast [

! In most of the settlements (here have boen iwmevvuevany body but the DBishops,” and as 'he told them of their fau!ts,
quorums of High Priests ovgawized and they might be EIPFEH‘d,lhEI‘EFl}H WwWasa contention
will say this has been the case in many in- call meetlings and wateh over each cther blow  if not ameng the authorities, amony the pec

0, they would say, ““we were not s'nt to/and destruction, but he offer.ded many becaura

ptance:; there are a few exceplions to this | the coal and keep the fire alive within each | ple,and I hiad some of thesedifficulties to gettle,

rule. but not many. A Bisliop while Le pre-/ other’s bosems, and see if they ‘ean keep one ard I found that the best way to do it wasto |and to save.

gides at the meetings looks after the spiritual

weltare of the settlements; he preacbes on the occurred in reference to the Seventies, and the |
Sabbath day, gives counsel to the people organizations are very namerous. Well, the
qurestion arises have these quoramws a right to

spiritual and temp ral; he gives counsel in

another wide awake. The s:ma thine has

relat on fto donations, public buildings, the|call meetings at the same time the President

erection of school houses, and &lmost everg
{hin £ 1s ma.e to devolve upon the head of |
Bishop

In the first instance many of thege placrs
were orgauized with a P.esident and Bishop
who were expected to act
and with their counselors work and. exert
themselves for the general good ofthe peaple
and with a strong hand all pull tegether and

+ | meeting.
‘@ rizht to-do this? No, he hLas nof; itis a

-/ has called a public meeting of the wh le

branch? Iiere comes a question of jurisdic-
tion. For instance, when half of the mnales
511:1 a branch are Seventi-s the President of the
' mass querum notifies them that they are to

in. eonc-rt have a meeting at 10 or 11 o’cloek, the very |

tbnur that the President of the braneh has bis
Has the Pres dent of the Seventies

‘dispe se with one of the officers,

There are several stakes of Zion in the
country where High Councils have been or-
gan zed, composed of twelve councilors a:d
a president of the Stake and bis two counsel-

g
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they theug't he
wished to irjure them because they wer: un-
willing to forsake their follies, but his pur-
pose in thus reproving was to redeem,to bless
t frequently happens that men
who commit faults are not aware of it. The
man who can and wiil sbow you vour faults,
your follies and blininess,and make you fully
aware of your pesition, can awaken up i
vour mind those reflective powers that will

ors, in setl}rmeuta wherein the comimence- cause you to equare yourselves up with cor-
ment, the inhabitants were very rmall injre::t principles and cause yow 'o prepare your-
numbers, and it was patural that some mem- selves to inherit lite, light and glory.  DBut

ber of the council should represent or be per- [the very moment that a
sonally interested in each and every paity in |instructed by
the town that might be litigant hefore that!acts of {olly a

body.
necessary to dissolys the HMigh Council alto-
gether. The factis that every High Couyell

ormon Llder can ba
the wicked, and allow theose
nd vice to creep in in all their

In some such instances it has tecome | hideous defermity, that man is on the road

to destruetion, The Elders, Priests, Teachers

‘or apy man in this kingdom that will suifer

strive to strengthen each other. And Whﬂ'ﬂ} discourtesy. . Every quorum should ro arrange
for the time these men ought to have beenijts appointments that there will be no diffi-

teachers they have provenm Lthat they required
to be teught, for the very firat question that
would arise was ““wirich of wgig the bizgest
wan, for it is important that we should know

cully, mo  ns

| decision is given, it will be the decision of

| should have encugh of the spirit of theLovdwith

; ,  position to cause him to compromise priuci-
'them tolinvestizate every case,so that whenthe

' ple for wealth, he is blind and cannot svecfa-
off, and i3 bound to Jestiuction.

3 c:?aity for any law to regulate
the ‘matter, butthat of common décency and
eommon. manhood, and it does serm that a

' hheaveén.

| he: Ins ead of this, little petty disputes
arise among the brethren, and two or three

man with less than half a share of discern- members of the counni, perhaps, would have

We have got to tarn right round from that
track, if we bave been walking in it; £ we
have coveled cther men’s goods, if we kBavo

{he precize line between our aullerity, to/| ment ¢ould see that while the meeting called
know where the jurisdiction of theone ends by the President is going on'all the branch
snd the other begins.” A mawn of thiadia- | ought to ba there, and therefore that there
posiiionand feeling wonld want a rule and!ghould be no other meeting holden at the
tapc line to draw his line of Jur;:jth.cilﬂﬂ Ohlgame time.
the ground and stake it out. Then it wouldl Rrethren, we sliould soarrange onr appoint-
be Bishop you must toe this line, and Presi- ments when our High Priests and whatever
dent y u must keep your side of it. No, olberquorums meet, as not to conflict, and in

‘their minds made up beforehaud what they |snffered or caused our hearts to fall in leva.
' would do. YThere is one thing 1 have noticed | with properiy tpbat is pot our own, We ara
lin regard to High Couneils; the orgarization. Jaying the foundation for destruction. .
is well understood. QOne portion of the coun I can look over the history ot this.choreh,
'cil takes the side of justice and investigatcg | the great apestacy there has been from it at
(the facts in tie case, prosenting them as they [different periods, and I can see that the apos-
sbou'd be presented by an honest attorney;|taey of many has becn the result of dishen-
‘then the other portion of the council brings e:ty, adultery, selfishnegs 2nd wickedness in

fammiiiarity. You must not (read cn my toes, lth's way have and show our respect to the

remember that, .
¢ Now [ bhave bad experience in these mat-
ters to gome little exient, by visiting and at-

{hese difficulties. At one place, containing
about turee hundred. fainiliesa Lhe President
held the deetrine tha' the Dishop was & mere

or buginess to lalk on the Sabbath day cn lem-

President of tlte branch. IHave our meitines
i of course, but submit to the President of the
branch as the fisgt to be at'ended to, and iLen

ol time.

‘up the defense and ehows what the side of,general, and s bas been the key to tha

‘merey i#, in an unprejudiced manner.
tlhe couneil have inyestigated the subject be-
‘{or= them theronghly, the case is submitted

' vigtionr of my heatt, «rawn (row long ~xpe-
tempting to regulate, explain and set in order | have our other meetings subordinate in point | by bo'h complaivant and defendant. There!
'Lhave been caeey where meon bave £ ied lo drag

After | whole troubles

These are my 82alimenta, the horest ¢ons

rience and attentive observatior; and Fluow

, bat the man who would stand upon the holy

Well now, almost any man in fhy wo’d"in altorneya to pliad their cause before these il & ony his Lands wasi nct be fi led Jith

 wouid say

iur-.!ained Elders, IHigh Prieg's snd Seventica

ermitled. If ths kind of praglice were al

wed, apd patty fogging,

=,
L=

that a mAan iga fool that wodd “covnel’s, anl ¥i'some jr3 ances, it.Las being Uribes
temporal ofiicer, and therefore he had no right | raise auch a question, bet men taat have been |

1

Erethren, I know these prifcip'satobétrie

3

contriving lawyerg anlit is wy desire to walk se ilal L may he



