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same conclusion josejosephh the prophetWwas sent from god if he was not
his whole career would be an enig-
ma and his work the most profound
of mysteries then we would have
the problem of a man workworkingng a sys-
tem of peculiar doctrines for the
salvation of mankind a religion
producing the fruits of the spirit in
accordance with the gospel of christ
and all this through whom
through mere human wisdom or
shall we say through the devil can
any rational man for a moment
think that the devil even if he felt
so inclined could frame a moral sys-
tem the effects of which upon men
would and holiness the
idea is so absurd that it is hardly
worthy even of suggestion and yet
the revbev mr lamb has suggested
that the faith ot the mormonscormonsMormons is
possibly due to demoniac influ-
ence a theological possibility which
tirethe reverend gentleman may have
from studying the theology of the
phariseesPharis ees who were perplexperplexedei at
the manifestations of the power of
god in christ

no honest man however good an
opinion he may have of the devil
can honestly believe the adversary
of god capable of making men holy
and virtuous nor is it possible for
mere human wisdom to do it with-
out the aid of god our only al-
ternativeternative Js to acknowledge the
handband of god and humbly bow in
obedience to the message delivered
through joseph the prophet

SPIRITUAL EVIDENCE

stronger than any of the evidences
thus far considered is another kind
of evidence which may be called
spiritual being the testimony of the
holy spirit in the soul this testi-
mony has been promised to every
one chols willing to do the will of
god

when the holy spirit enlightens
and operates upon the heart and
mind of man he is made to perceive
intuitively as it were the perfect
truth of the message of which we
speak having received this testi-
mony a man is no longer depen-
dent upon demonstrations for his
belief his eyes are opened he can
see for himself

what a miserable existence we
should have on this earth if every-
thing had first to be proved to
us before we would accept it as
truth we soesee that the sun shines
we hearbear the harmony of music we
feel or we are conscious of our ex-
istenceIs such facts we do not re-
quire anybody to prove to us so is
it when ourour spiritual nature has
been quickened and called into ac-
tivity by the operations of the holy
spirit we see the kingdom of
heaven we feel and are anxious for
atif blessings through our spiritual
senses tuis is the testimony of the
spirit in our soul and the strongest
evidence that can be produced

whencewe are told through the
gospel that we lyeye have strayed
from mine gods ordinancesordinancesP and

broken his everlasting covenant
and that every man walseth in
his own way we feel this to be
true when the word of revelation
declares that men stand incriminatedinari
before the bar of god not only for

the acts of transgression but also for
a deep and inveterate habit of un-
godliness in the innermost recesses
of the soul we feel this to besobe so if
manahenman when honestly searching him-
self found that after all he was
good enough and his desire was to
serve god to keep Iilshis command-
ments that his highest anxiety was
to promote not his own interests but
the kingdom then he might
feel that the message which depicts
man as a sinner outwardly and in-
wardly is not from god but
through the aid of the spirit he feels
the truth of the gospel when it con-
demns sin and is with the prophet
led to acknowledge the
of human nature as such pearl of
great price p 92

this is not all through the same
spirit he is led to feel that the pro-
visions made through the gospel are
more than sufficient to restore him-
self and the human family at large
and even inanimate creation to all
its original beauty and glory JsIs
man guilty here is the pardon
provided TsIs liehe corrupt here is
provisionvision made for his edification
Is8 he surrounded by temptation
here is divine strength imparted
unto him Is he surrounded by
problems many of which he cannot
solve Is he dying and fears a com-
ing eternity has he lost his dear-
est upon earth and feels as if life
itself were lost oh here are reme-

diesd ies for all wants here is a gospel
that opens the eternities to the eye
once dim by tears perhaps and for
the views the soul here perceive sall
earthly troubles vanish like a lightalight
cloud and the following words of
paul become clear for I1 reckon
that the sufferings of this present
time are not worthy to imbe compared
to the glory which shall be revealed
tousto us rom allviii 18 thus it is
observed that the message given is
precisely what we in our fallen con-
dition wanted and let us say what
we might expect from a merciful
fifatheraber

to this comes also that the experi-
ence of the believer in the message
harmonizes exactly with the prom-
ises orer threaten ings accompanyingaccompany ing
it joseph the prophet frequently
told what would be the experience
of those who would be faithful and
of those who would not be faithful
to their covenants made with god
each promisese of blessings on the
faithful eacleh warning to the un-
faithful is a prediction the fulfill-
ment of which adds to the strength
of the testimony this experience
grows with our growth and multi-
plies with every step of our progress
in the knowledge and love of
truthtroth

it must be added however that
this spiritual and experimental evi-
dence is of value only to the believ-
er who already enjoys the testi-
mony but to him it is sufficient
were it even alone he cannot
sometimes understand that it lisis
possible for anyone to doubt what
tiehe himself already feels f sees
and perceives to be true he has
the witness within himself and
needs no other for hebe knows that
joseph the prophet was a man sent
from god just with the same de-
gree of certainty and in the same

way that he knows jesus is the
christ

concluding REMARKS

the several evidences now con-
sidered are indeed important
enough to establish the claims of
doseph smith and all taken to-
gether are overwhelming we have
seen the prophet stand forth a man
whose desire was to be just true and
rightarighteousous and we have heard him
proclaim his message thus saith
the lord we have seenbeen that the
ancient prophecies predict that such
a messenger should come just about
the time of joseph we have proved
that joseph showed his authority
from god by miracles and prophe-
cies that his message bears peculiar
internal marks of divine origin
producesproduces fruits of righteousness in
thethe believers and is accompanied
by that testimony of the spirit which
god alone can give to deny the
divinity of the message or the di-
vine authority of the messenger in
view of this overwhelming evidence
seems to be nothing short of total
blindness or something much worse

we do not claim that by each one
of these evidences nor by all to-
gether all objections are answered
all difficulties are removed to
proveve religious truth above a possi-
bility
grioit of objection is beyond the pos-
sibilitiesties of this earth in religious
matters as in others our views must
necessarily be limited and hemmed
by different ties

nor is it necessary or even de-
sirablesi that all difficulties should
be removed were there no diffi-
culties any longer were everything
clear even to a mere worldly mind
religion would be no longer religion
for there could be no room for the
exercise of faith faith is indeed
after all the very moving power of
practical religion it is therefore
clear that difficulties must exist so
that faith may be exercised

it is so with christianity at large
and the bible itself difficulties
exist large enough to strengthen by
exercise the faith of the believer
and to become stumbling blocks to
those who do not want to believe
we are finite could we expect
that god when talking about mat-
ters of infinite luinterestterest should al-
ways have only that to say which
we could understand in every par-
ticularti thus having no difficulties
certainly not concerningLoncerning the
bible an of our
own time has said we can dis-
pense with nothing not even diffi-
cultiescul ties every element the ap-
parent discrepancy among the rest
is essential to the force of the
whole

but this important truthh applies
just as much to the message deliv-
ered through joseph the prophet
we can dispense with nothing in
it not even the apparent difficulties
which follow itft suppose that
joseph had given a code of lassorlaws or
a system of theology in which
everything was plainly demon-
strated like a handbook in geome-
try having every idea definedned
every step proved who would
have believed such a work to have
emanated from the spirit of god
would it not have carried with it a
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