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same eonclusion: Joseph the Prophet
was sent from God. [f he wns not,
his whole career would be an enig-
ma, and his work the most profound
of mysteries. Then we would have
the problem of a man working asys-
tem of peculiar doctrines for the
salvation of mankind, a religion
producing the fruits of the Spirit in
accerdance with the Gospel of Christ;
and all this through whom?
Through mere human wisdom? Or,
shall we say through the devil? Can
nny rational man for o moment

think that the devil, even i{ he felt’

a0 inclined, could frame n moral sys-
tem the effeets of which upon men
would be pyrity and holiness? The
idea” is so absurd that it is hardly
worthy even of suggoestion, and yet
the Rev. Mr. LLamb has suggested
that the faith of the “Mormons’’ is
possibly due to ‘‘demoniac’ infiu-
ence—a theological possibility which
the reverend gentletnan may have
from studying the theology of the
Pharisees, who were perplexoed af
the manifestations of the power of
God in Christ.

No honesl man, however good an
opinion he may imve of the devil,
can liopestly believe the adversary
of Glod capable of making men holy
and virtnous. Nor iait possible for
mere human wisdom to do it with-
out the aid of God. Our ¢nly al-
ternative Js to acknowledge the
Jand of God, and bumbly how in
obelience to the message delivered
through Joseph the Prophet.

SPPIRITUAL EVIDENCE,

Btronger than any of the evidences
thus far considered is another kind
of evidence which may be called
spiritua:, being the testimony of the
Holy 8pirit in the soul. This testi-
mony has been promised to every

one w ho*is willing to ‘*do the wili of

God.”

When the Holy Spirit calightens
and operates upon the heart and
mind of man, he is made to perceive
intuitively, as it were, the perfect
truth of the miessage of which we
speak, Having received this testi-
mony, a man ig no longer depen-
dent upon demonstrations for his
bwlief. His eyes are opened; he can
see for himaelf.

What o miserable existence we
should have on this earth if every-
thing had first to be “proved” to
us before we would accept it ne
truth. We soe that the sun shioes;
we hear the harmony of music; we
feel o1* we ave conscious of our ex-
istence. Such fncts we do notre-
quire anybody to prove to us. So is
it when our spiritual nature has
been quickened and called into ac-
tivity by the operations of the Holy
Spirit. We “gee the Kingdom of
heaven;”’ we feel and are anxious for
itd blessings through our spiritual
genges. Tuis is the testimony of the
Bpirit I our goul, and the strongest
evidence that can be produced.
AWhen we are Loh]iJ through the

spel that we ‘“‘ye have strayed
frorn Mine {God®s) ordinances?’ and
“‘broken His everlasting covenant,®®
and that ‘“‘every man walketh in
hig own wny,”” we feel this to be
true. When the word of revelation
declares that menstand incriminated
before the har of God, not only for
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a deep and invcterate habié of un-
godliness in the innermost recesses
of the soul, we feel.this to be so.  1f
man,when honestly searching him-
gelf, found that, after all, he was
good enough, and his desire was to
serve God, to keep His command-
ments; that his highest anxiety was
to promote not liis own interesta but
the kingdom off%ed, tlien he might
fecl that the message which depicts
man ns A ginner, outwardly and in-
wardly, i8 not from God. But
through the aid of the spirit he feels
the truth of tha gospel when it con-
demns gin, and is (with the ’rophet)
led to acknowledge the “‘ecorruplign
of human nature,’ as such. (Pearl of
Great ’rice, p. 82).

This is not all. Through thesame
spirit he is led to feel that the pro-
visions made through the gospel are
more than sufficient to restore him-
gelf and the human {amily at large,
and even inanimate creation, to all
its original beauty and glory. Is
man guilty? Here is tlie pardon
provided. Ts he corrupt? Hcre is
provision made for his edification.
[s he surrounded by temptation?
Here is divine strength imparted
unte him. Is he surrounded by
problems, many of whicl he cannot
solve? I8 he dying and fears a com-
ing eternity? Has he lost his dear-
est upon earthh and feels ag if life
teelf were lost? Oh, here arereme-
dies for all wants. Here is a gospel
that opena the eternitics to the eye,
once dim by tears, perhaps, and for
the views the soul here perceives,all
earthly troubles vanish like a light

Paul become clear: ““For I reckon
that the sufferings of this present
time are not worthy to be compared
to the glory whiclu shall be revealed
tous.2? (Rom. viii: 18). Thus it is
observed that the message given is
precisely what we in our fallen con-
dition wanted, and, let us say, what
we might expect from a mereiful
Fuather.

To this comes also that the experi-
ence of the believer in the message
linrmonizes exactly with the prom-
ises eor threatenings accompanying
it. Joseph the Prophet freguently
told what would be the experience
of those who would be faithful and
of those who would not be fatthful
to their covenants made with God.
Each promise of blessings on the
faithful, each warning to the un-
faithful, is a prediction, the fulGli-
ment of which adds to the strength
of the testimony. This experience
‘grows with our growth and multi-
plies with every steb of our progress
in the knowledge and love of
truth.

It must be added, however, that
this spiritual and experimental evi-
dence is of value only to the believ-
er, who already c¢njoys the testi-
mony. Bulto him it is sufficient,
were it even alenc. He cannot
sometimes nnderstand that it s
possible for anyone to doubt what
he himaelf already ‘‘feels,™ -‘sees”
and “perceives’? to be true. Xle has
the witness within himgelf and
needs ne other; for he knows that
Joseph the Prophet swas a man sent

from God, just with the same de-
gree of certainty and in the ‘same

the acts of transgression but also for’

cloud, and the following words of

way that he knows Jesus iz the
Chirist.
CUNCLUDING REMARKS.

The several evidences how con-
sidered are indeed important
enough to establish the clains of
Toseph Smith, and all taken to-
gether are overwhelming., We have
seen the Prophet stand forth, a man
whose desire was to be just, true and
righteous, and we have heard him
proclaim his message: **Thus enith
the Lond.?? We have gecn that the
ancient prophecies prediet that such
a messenger should cone just about
the time of Joseph; we have proved
that Joseph showed his authority
from God by miracles aud prophe-
cies; that his messnge hears peeuliar
internal marks of divine orvigin,
produces fruits of rightesusness it
the believers, and is accompanied
Ly that testimony of the Bpirit which
God alone can give. To deny the
divinity of the message or thedi-
vine nuthority of the nessenger, in
view of this overwhelming evidence,
seems to he nothing short of total
blindness orsomething much worse.

We do not clain: that by each one
of these evidences, nor hy all -
gether, all objections are answered,
all difficulties are removed. To
prove retigious truth above n possi-
Ll]ity of objection is beyond the pos-
gibilities of this earth, Tn religious
matters, ag in others, our views must
necesaarily be limited and hemmed
hy different ties.

Nor is it necessary, or even de-
sirable, that all difficulties should
be removed. Were there no diffi-
culties any louger, were everything
clear even to a mere worldly mind,
religion would he no longer religion,
for there could be no room for the
exercise of faith. Faith is, indeed,
atter all, the very moving power of
practical religion. Lt is therefore
clear vhat difliculties must exist so
that faith may be excreised.

It is so with Christianity at large
and the Bitle itself. Difficulties
exist large enough to strengthen, by
exercise, the faith of the believer,
and to become stumbling blocks to
those who do not want to believe,
We are finite. Could we expect
that Glod, when talking ahout mat-
ters of infinite interesf, should al-
ways haveonly that to say which
we could understand in  every |ar-
tioular, thus having no diflicnlties?
Certainly uot. ‘oncerning  the
Bible, an eminen®Xheologian of our
own time has said: “We can dis-
pense with nothing, not even diffi-
culties. Xvery element {the ap-
parent discrepancy among the rest)
is essentinl to the force of the
wliole.”? . )

But this important truth applies
just as much to the message deliv-
cred through Joseph the Prophet.
We can dispense with nothing in
it, not even the apparent difliculties
which follow it.- Suppose that
Joseph had piven a_code of Jaws or
a system of theology in which
everything was plainly demon-

ptrated like a lhandbook in  geonte-
try, having every idea delined,
every step proved. Who would

have helieved such a worlc to havoe
emanated fromm the Bpirit of God?
Would it not have carried with ita



