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CHURCH PROPERTY TAXATION

A correspondent to chis paper asks
for information on a subject which he
thinks of interest to a great number of
the readers of the viz why
should church property be exempt
from taxation

in a general way it may be observed
that the overwhelming
among all classes of people tola in favor
of sucheach exemption people feel the
justice of it even when unable to state
the logical reasons and the burden of
proof thetherefore would rest entirely on
those who favor church taxation
until they are able to prove that the
tatestate toin justice or as a mittermatter of necee
ityeity must exact a contribution from
ecclesiastical bodies there tola no force
whatever anthoin abe declamations against
these institutions on that ground

the recognized principle of equality
of taxation tola thus expressed by adam
smith

the subjects of every state ought to
contribute towards the support of its
government as nearly as possible in pro-
portionartion to their respective abilities that
isa in proportion to their revenue which
ttheyhey resperrespectivelyively enjoy under the pro
I1action of the state

the natural deduction from this
selfelf evident proposition is that

thebe power of the state 0t
levy taxes is strictly confined to lt
political subjects that some of them
belong to religious da nom I1 nations and
some do not to a factor entirely foreign
to the question of taxation inasmuch
as this toIB strictly limited to the neces-
sary requirements of the civil govern-
ment the expense otof government
to the individuals of the nation 111 1 saysflays
the author justjuet quoted ileis like the ex
penselense of the managementmaiamaSgementgemont to the joint
tenants of a great estate who are
obliged to contribute in proportion to
their respective interests in the estaestateteJ
should somegome of the tenants at the
same time be interested in some
other estate thatbat Is no rea
on why they should be re-

quired to make a second con-
tributiontribution toward the management of
abe first one ininthisthis countrycoti where

and church are entirely separate
abe latter is that other estate when
the citizen asaa a citizen has paid his
jjust share toward the expenses of theshe
state his duty in that respect isin dis-
charged and a demand on him for a
further contribution however slight
on the ground that he is a church
member isin in violation of the doedoc
trine of equality of taxation
since others wao are not interested JIMin
church work would teebe exempt from
ON tax

the consideration of this leade to a
most serious obobjectionlection against the taxa
tion of churches if the state assumesassume
the power of imposing a tax not to
say a fine on church membership a
treatpreat barrier would be raised against
the progress of the work the state
canootcannot afford to do that because the
churches are one of the greatest factors
for good in the state asan far as public
morals are conconcernedcorned from the pul-
pits loyalty to theibe government nas
been proclaimed through the churcheschurcheg

the poor and helpless have been aided
individuals on the road to crime
checked and the sentiments toofoe
ered without which no decent

governmentment would be possibleBibIe Isie
this work to be impeded by the
state demanding a portion of be gener-
ally inadequate fundsfunda of itiita benefactor
aad diventidivertingtig it to uses frfor which it
waswai not originally intended surely
the statebbate cannot afford to resort totothamthat
kind of economyconomyte itif it laIs justjuet and pro-
per to exempt schoolseobools hospitals and
charitable institutions it would be so
absurdity to tax the churches the
source and greagreatest promoter of all
benevolent charity

church property ini truly the com-
mon

com-
mod property of the whole peaple
no individual derives any revenue
from it itif therefore the que efon lais
of taxing it the burden should in jujus-
tice fall on the entire community
and not on the few by
whose voluntary donations it is
maintained this lais the principle
recognized in countries where the
church or a particularpan loular church tota
maintsmaintainedined by the state and it laIs un-
doubtedly correct itif taxation of
church property laIs to be admitted
at all

the objection t exemption that hasbaa
been urged with the greatestgrea teat appear-
ance of is thatmat it virtu-
ally to union of church rodand
state president garfield isib quoted asa
arguing

if youyon exempt the property of any
church organization to that extent you
impose a tax upon the whole community

in the first place if this laIs true at all
it lais true of every exemption from
taxes but it doesdoea not prove that the
state can ootnot properly and for the bene-
fit of the people make such exemp-
tions in the oaecase of church property it
tola eminently just that ttit should be done
because the church more than any
other institution lais beneficent to the
people as a whole secondly the ex-
emption of propertyprop eity from which no
one derives any revenue laIs not a tax
upon the whole community the
argument proves too much and
thereforehe nothing it might with
ecial force be argued that itif the
chu robea fall to acquire propertyproperly on
which taxes may be levied to that ex-
tent a tax laIs laid upon the whole
community the absurdity of tillsthle
argument toia no greater than that of
president garfield because since the
civil government never contemplated
any revenue from church property
itsita existence or non rexistence laIs equal-
ly valid in the computation of the ex-
penses to be met by the taxpayers

churches are or hould be monu-
ments raised in the honor of him
from whom every blessingblee aing flows
they are in the minds of hose who
revere a supreme being and acknowl-
edge his handband in all things hitshis prop-
erty sacred to his worship in thisthie
sentiment and who can deny the
beauty of Wit will be found one of the
strongest reasons for opposition to tax-
ing the sacred edifices as mere world-
ly coconcernsDoernefor a full discussion of the subject
our correspondent is referred to twowe

artlolee loin theno forum for 1894 ppap
and arbe article on taxationtax attoa

toiu jim Britanibritannicafloa vol I1fmay alsoaleo be u I1

A correction
A temporaryoo friday morning an-

nounces to itsita readers that the vacancy
I1inn the presidency of utah stake ureare
abed by the death of the late president
A 0 smoot will not be filled by an

imp ir tatton 11 that thehe successor
will oebe at the quarterly confer-
ence otof the stake tuto be held on iannbao
day and monday and the people asked
to ratify the selection 12 that gatat the
regular meetingmeet inn of the twelve algo
tits held thursday morning it was
decided that a selectselectionloti would be made
iram partpersonaone residing in utah stakes
and on sunday the name ofef he 1 uponpon
whose shoulders the ecclesiastical man-
tle

man-
tie of the dead president will fall lais to
be made known 10

this information Is mitmisleadingleading and
toe toin the ffallowingfalalewinglowing respectote theutah stake conferencecone renoe will be held on
saturday and sunday april 20 and
21 not on sunday and monday at theshe
meeting of the twelve apostlesApo atlea yestyea

morning there waswag no decision
at all soaa to the 41electionlection of presidentPreal dent

successor there was therefore
no n asaa to whether he lotia to be
a residingreaid lnor in the stake or mman

importation 1 1 neither was it decided
that thebe matter of such selectlo
would be proceeded with at thehe confer
onesence on sunday or that the transferiRtioter of
any mantle abound be
made at that time

the that doubtlessdoubt legi led
our into itsif error are
those the vacancy in the utah stake
prealdoncy the stake
conference rodand the intention of thefirst presidency and a number of the
apostlesApo atlea to be toin attendance thesetheae
are mote the remainder toia mere ouraur

where not actually incorrect
the brethren expect to meet
with and preach to thebe people of utah
stake but upop to this time they have
made no choice of president nor lais the
purpose of their visit the ael eolion and
ordination of such officer

COAL OILS WONDERFUL BOOMBOOK

the mostmoat startlingstartlinx of the many start-
ling developments toin Americamericanaik specpeo

toin recent years is thebe present
extraordinary boom in oil neither
wheat nor silver nor sugar nor
whisky nor any other of the
tiestiei which figure in the fluctuations on
changeoba oo has partakenpartakerpartaken within at least
a decade of anything like the advance
that daysdaya have witnessed
in the prideprice of petroleum that the
speculators have a large share
in creating this excrement need
not be argued but that there tola
something more to it than a moremere

1 1 will becorner readily understood
from the fact that what tois known asaa
the visible supply of coal oil hashaa de-
creased more than two hundred per
cent from what it1 was two yearsyeara ago
the inexorable law of supply and de-
mand may cordinglyvo be credited
with being the real backbone of the
present movement while there hashaa


