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The War of Bam

The accounts we publish of Lhe §
lamentable war of anfagouism Lhat

exists between the whites and ne-
groes in the South and that daily
exhibits itself in actions disgrace-

1 to a civilized nation will be per-
used with dee ret by our read-
ers. The ba mluﬂuenco of the

Civil Rights bill upon the educa-
tional system in Tennesses by rais-
ing the ery for mixed schools as
the proper method of elevating the

negro to terms of social equality

. with his white brother bids fair to
destroy the public schools in that
State. As might have been antici-
pated, this attack on education-
al institutions and the horrible out-
rages—of which our exchanges in-
form us—are mainly the handiwork
of unscrupulous demagogues and
incendiaries, who try to make eap-
ital by exciting the worst p.ssions
of the human mind. The mutual
repugnance of the Lwo races is deep
and real, and where Lhe State gov-
ernments are inadequate to hold
such dangerous elements in check,
lhered-wont consequences may be
fea

It was always predicted by our
statesmen, previous to the civil
war, that emancipation would be
followed by a merciless war of races,
and the most enlightened foreign
observers adopted the same opin-
jon. The philesophic De Toeque-
ville said, in his great work on our
institutionn I am obliged to con-
fess that I do not regard the aboli-
tion of slavery as a means of ward-
ing off & at) Jeo of the two races
in the Uni tates.” Hethought
there was mno safe inlermediate
course between holding the negroes
in servitude and futermingling
with them after emancipation,
that anything short of perfect social
equality and intermarriages seemed
‘‘jikely to terminate in the most
horrible of civil wars, and, perhaps,
in the extirpation of one or other
of the two races.” Of course this
opinion had samething te justify it
or it would mot have been -held by
sn many able men. Nine years
of experienes since the close
of the war has nearly convinced
the world that their view of
the danger was prodigiously exsg-

rated, if not wholly chimerical.
Teut the recent occurrences in the
South make /it u to revise
this opinion and inquire if there
were not some real ground {or the
old fears. If there has been peace
in the South since emanci lt
is undeniable that there
been deep and bi anuontam.
There is neither friendship nor har-
mony of feeling nor eoncord of ac-
tion between the two mces, and
the estrangement has grown with
the progress of the experiment.
Time has exerted no influ-
ence. In polilics Lhe negroes are
all on one side and the great body
of the white e¢itizens on the other;
and the latter, in despair of ever
dividing the colored vote, are Le-
ginning to revive the old cry of a
white man’s party. The two mces
stand more widely apart to-day
than they have at any previous
time since the closeof the war, and
the breach seems more likely to
widen than to be closed.

Whether the former prediglions
of so mauny ious men of a war
of races as fuevitable coonse-
quence of emnclpntton would
have been to long falsified if the
two races had been left to them-
selves it Is impossible to say. The
federal government has stood over
the Bouth as the menacing guard-
lan of the freedmen, mllntainin
large bodies | of troops there unt
sometime after the work of recon-
struction had/ been com lcted, pro—
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tecting the blacks and heldi
white inhabitants in !e-ar nfhat
would have happened in their
absence is matter of mere specus
lation and c¢enjecture; cer-
tain it is that quietmess has
not increased dnce their wll.h-
drawal. If ‘a war of races should
arise and become general it will be
the fruit of long indulged animosi-
ties breaking out with sudden vio-
lence. The ilI-fi between the
North and South which resulted in
our civil jwar was thirty years in
ripening; but it will not require
thirty years nor half of that period
to fan the hostility of the two races
to the point of general bloodshed if
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