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\ e history of the first two
yea‘:: SF’ tthl:e gettlement of the ¢-Mor-
mop?’ people in Mexico shall be writ.
ten, it will form one of the most inter-
esti’ng Jeaven in the annals of bhardship

' i nidurance.
anég:g?:: :;Ione uf the year 1884, the
efforts nf the First Presidency of the
Chureh to estnblish reltlements io thie
country had been directed to the Jands
occupled by the Yaqui Todians in the
Btate of Sonora, but after the return of
the expedition headed by Apostle
Brigham Young late in that year, the
idea was given Ups and thelr attention
wasturned to the north western corner of
the State of Chihuahua. Accerdingly,
A, F. M¢Dopsald and Christopher Lay-
ton, in pursuance of 1metructione from
President John Taylor, started on the
New Year’s day of 1885 by rail from
8t. David Arviz)na, to look out a get~
tilng place lv this loeality.  Upon
reaching 8an Jose, & small station on
the Mexican Central railroad, about
elghty miles south of El Paso, Texas.
they found in advance of them
here John W. Campbell, Juseph

Rogers, John Loving . and Peter
MaeBride, some of toem with
teams haullog salt. A trip of inapec-
tion was made from there to Corralitos,
Arcension and Japos, aud a favorable
| report forwarded to President Taylor.
| Explorations continuing, the old Mex-
i:antown of Casas Grandes and the
Uorrales basin, where Pacheco is now
located, were visited, and a farm of
three hundred acres was reoted at
Corral 'tos and a crop pot in.

Meantime, a committee of five, con-
sisting of Apostie Moses Thatcher, A.
F, MeDobpald, Lot Bmith, Jesse N.
1 8mith. and Christopbher Layton had
| veen appointed to purchase Jande In
! Muxicn, and words were conveyed to
those who wished to make homes in
this country that the way was open,
aud the movement began,

The first of a series of troubles reach-
‘ng over iwo yenrs, commenced on the
7th day of April, 1685, while the im-
migration was at its height, about six
weeks after the first arrival in the
country. There were at the time prob-
ably three hundred and fifty souls in
campa scattered -EI?T ani down the
Casas Gramies ver, Two par-
ties had been tformed mnear the
present site of Diaz, one about a
mile direcily souti of the present loca-
tion of the town u 'der the direction of
Lot and Jesse N.Smith, nud another,
presided over by Parson Williams, iu
the shade of the trees on the banks of
the river three miles to the east, num-
bering in afl about thirty five families.
There were iocated at Courralitos prob-
ahiy twelve or fifleen families. Aboui
the saime number had reuted farme on
the west bank of Curar Grandes river
five miles nporth of the old Mexican
town of Casas Grandes, while four or
five families had crops growing in the
fields just south of town. All were
waitung for Jand to be’purchased upon
which they might move, additional
companies were arriving every day,
and antieipation ran high at the pros
pects of the happy homes the soi} and
tky promizeéd them, when notice was
received from the Governorof the Btate
for every one of them to Jeave the
country at once. The Jefe Politico of
Canas (Grandes had been instructed by
| the Governor {0 convey the order to
the colonists and to enYorce it.

The Mexicans as well as the **Mor-
mons’’ rose Uup Jn- protest against the
action and the Jefe Polifico was per-
suaded to give a respite of fifteen days.
Petitions were thereupon drawn up
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and signed by both parties and for-
warded to the Governor, as also to the
President of the republic. Confident
in their right to protection, those of the
‘“Mormions’? who had gardensgrowing,
went on attending to them asif nathing
had happened. Bo vigorous were the
eflorts of the petitloners that orders
were received from President Porfirio
Diaz on the Jast day of the fifteen for
the Governor to allow the ““Mormons?
to remain at least uptil their crops
were gathered. But persisting for~
some cause ln his determination thaf
the ““Mormons” must go, the Gover-
nor, before the time had explied, was
removed from office.

In the camps, meantime, numbers
were arriving afmost every day, locat-
iung with one or another of those al-
ready formed and tn?lng up the Jduties,
religious nnd otherwixe, imposed at the
~everal places of gathering. The
people came together each morning
at the signal and after the singing of a
hynn, the nssambly kuelt in pruyer, be
fore pursuing the avocations of the-
day. Muny had rented wild lands of
the Mexlcans nod were buay attending
to their crops, while some occupled
their time iu freighting and vther team
work for the people, many of whom
sevined particulariy nnxious to supply
the wants of their new neighbors.

Oune of the interesting experiences of
the colonists was to note the change
their example made in the ways of the
natives, When the inimigrants first
arrived, they found the agricultural
peeple working under great disadvan-
tages. For plows, two sticks were im-
provised, one for a beam and another
anewered the purpose of both handle
aud share, the lower end of the handile
serving to rake the surface of the
ground. To the further end of the
veam was nttached a rawhide rope
which was tied from thereto a rough
stick fastened with thongs to the horns
of tbe oxen, serviug as a yoké. Com-
monly,eight or ten of there contrivances
would be occupied in a field of about
ten acres, that area being the Jimit one
man could expeet to farm. In this
respect and ir: many others noticeable
{mprovements were brought about In
the ways of the Mexican people.

After the mettlement of the question
as Lo their right to remaln Jn MexIco,
the people for a time were conslderably
relieved, but their trouble had just
commenced. Only those who have
watched and hoped and waited can
know the anxiety with which these
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