RELIGIOUS.

Sunday Services.

Religious services were held in
the Tabernacle, Balt Luke Clity, Sun-
day, Jan. 26th, 1890, commencing
at 2 p. m., President Angus M.
Cannon presiding.

The choir sang the hymn begin
ning:

Though in the ontward Oherch below
‘The wheat and tares together grow.

Prayer was offered by Elder E. B.
Tripp-

The choir sang:

Glory to God on high!
Lot heaven and earth reply,
Prrise ye His nameo.

The Priesthood of the Fifth Ward
officiated in the administration of
the Sacrament.

ELDER JAMEE E. TALMAGE

was, called to address the conpgrega-
tion. Hesanid it was the habit of
the Elders of Israel to rely on the
faith and prayers of the Saints, be-
cause they had realized that this
course wag necessary for the instruc-
tion of the people. No gift of elo-
guence, no power of speech, no
apti ude for the pusition, is alone
guflicient to enable a man to address
a congregution of Latter-day Baints.
To do 80 acceplably the speaker must
be under the influence of the Holy
@host, and that sgirit must inspire
his utterances. The organization of
the Church =hows that some power
more than bhuman eontrolled and
directed it. In my careful study
of history I bave f(ailed te find
any government or organization
outside of the Church of Christ that
can withstand the attacks against
these people in the positions in
which the Saints are placed. The
present growth and development of
the Latter-day Saints are without a
rallel in the history of the nations.
’Wllat. is it that so holds them to-
gether? Tt must besomething more
than human tiee—itmust be some-
thing that enters the soul. The El-
ders of Israel have passed through
many scenes; they have wandered
in strange lands and among those
whose language and customs have
been strunge to them; they have
faced death for their religious couvic
tions, and it must he conceded that,
the Elders have, under these gir-
cumstances becu sustained by a Di-
vine Pawer. !
There are many men who have
declared their intuntion to solve
the ‘“Mormon® problem; judges
have assumed to undertake this on
the bench; Presidents have sug-
ested to Congress .plans  which
Eave been acted upon, but the
Church of Jesus Christ still goes on,
and nvne can doubt that it isin-
creasinit with the years. There
must-be something more than hu-
man that is supporting it. Man
may plant the seed in the field, but
itis God who ocauses 1t to grow.
Young and timid Elders have been
ealled to proclaim the doctrines of
“Mormonism,* and they have gone
forth In the name of Israei’s God,
and bhave confounded the learned
and the wise of the world. Thess
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Eiders speak by the power of the
Holy Ghost, and upon its inapiru-
tion they rely. -To speak by the
power of this Bpirit is to do as the
anclent prophets did, requiring the
angels of heaven to administer to
themm and bring about marvelous
things. It wasby that power that
Elijah spake, and that wondrous
works were performed. It was by
thary power Christ Himself operated
on earth; that Peter spake with
such eloquence on the day of
Pentecost; and by it the Apostles
and Prophets in this age act in the
guidance of the Church. The
Holy Ghost is God’s messenger—the
power and foerm by which He
achivves the fulfilmentof His pluns.

I find many parallels hetween thig
power and those forces which we
call natural, though the former is as
far above the Intter as are the
heavens above the earth. For in-
stance, the electric force is being
adopted to many uses,but it must be
handled according to the laws of
nature. Cut the wire and the use of
the power ceases till the break
ig repaired. Let man sever the con-
nectlon with the heavens, and com-
munication and power from that
source ceases till the communication
is reopened. All things in nature
move aocording to u preconceived
plan. There is design in the uni-
verse; there must have heen a De-
signer. The design is infinite; the
Designer must be omniscient. " The
design is all-controlling; the De-
slgner must be omnipotent. An
eminent infidel asked how communi-
cation was carrled oo with the
telegraph, for he had never heard of
such a line; therefore he did not be-
lieve there was any communication.
Buch n remark is foolish; becausc
there is something we have not seen,
is that an evidence that it does not
exist? There is an infinitnde fnto
which the mind of man has yet
scarcely reached, and well known
powers and forces of today were
comparatively unknown to men a
few years ngo.

I remacmber the anecdote of the
scientist who visited an asylum for
the blind—those who had never
seen the light. One of these un-
fortunates asked the scientist to ex-
plain what the coloer of a yellow ross
wag. The learned man endeavored
to accede to the request, but his
task was too great. There was
nothing to which he could compare
the color for the compreheunsion of
the listener, anit the inquirer could
oot recvive the information he de-
sired, for it could not tw brought to
his conception. When the Lord
has sought to bring something to
the attention of his children, He
has done so in parallels. When He
toek Moses upon Binai, He exhibited
to him the picture »i the world. It
was a comparison by which Moses’
miud could be brought to grasp the
conditions. An angel might en-
deavor to deseribe heaven to us, but

advanced to that condition whers
we could compare and conceive of
{ the glorfea that were described.

Man 18 given dominion over the
| bensts, bu  there are some whieh
Ioutstl‘f

we could not comprehend it till we|
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There is a principle that a being is
entitlel to mo powers it cannot de-
fend. Man defends his powers by
using the forces of nature to nceom-
Ellsh that which by his own wer

e could not do. Bubt he has to
comply with the law by which Lthose
forces are controlled. If he cuts
himself loose from tbese laws he is
without strepgth. Just as he learns
to subjugate these forces is he able
to demounstrate his powers. The
Holy Ghost is a power that has
overcome the obstacles of space; that,
is above the forces of nature. And
when man is actuated by that, his
accomplishments are such as to
clearly show that he is supported by
a power that is divine.

Bome years ago an obstruction had
to be removed from an eastern har-
bor; the stone was excavated and
explosives applied. Wheun all had
been prepared, the pressure of a
child*a finger caused the greatest
artificlal explosion that man has
brought about. God =said “Let
there be light?* men have scoffed at
the ldea that light came oul of dark-
nese. But it was arranged that the
waves ot light came iute actlon
wlith s munch cass A
the explosion was caused by
the pressute of an electric
button by a child’s fAnger. If the
sound of man’s voice ecan be con-
veyed hundreds of miles; if conti-
nents can be connected for com-
munication though an ocean lies
between, we cannot exeuse our-
sel ves for ignorance of God’s power
because of lack of eomparisons. I
believe that man should draw out

heavens, whether by telephone or |8l the powers and energies of his

soul; and then the Lord will give
assigtance to accomplish the rest.

When the Father of our Country
was called to prosecute a war for
independence, it would have been
foolish if the Congress had oot pro-
vided him with means to proseoute
the war. But the means was pro-
vided and success was attained.
When we were called by eur Father
to come to this earth, He gave us
authority and power to accemplish
our mission. Enoch was called for
a great work; he urged his weak-
ness. But God told him togo, and
clothed with the power of Jehovah,
at his word mountains were re-
moved and armies overthown, It
was not Enoch’s word, but it was
the power of Jehogah that accom-
panfed him with™ the authority
givenm him. Can we doubt the
gower of God today? Let sceptica
ewnre when they ridicule Him,
lest He exhibit that power. He
docs not always act summarily, but
He can still operate with the arm
of puower, and will do so.

Let ua do our duty and trustin
Him. Woushonld not eare for the
derlsion, for the scorn of those who
know not God. Trust in Him, for
He has greater forces at His com-
miand than we have kpown. He
can conbrol the passions of man ns
He does the lightning's flash for
His purposes. He hos protected
the Bajots in the past; He will.dos)
in the future. The ¢ Mormon
rrohlem” has not yet been solved.

f we mean by its solution that the
“Mormon*’ people wili

ever re-

p bim fnspeed and strengib. | neunce any of the principles of life.



