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do0 not know anything more inter
g to which we can listen than

i testimony of the elders who have
ox abroad preaching the gospel to

jar them testify concerning the divin
poiof the work in which they are en

ed and to relate their experience
ming the gospel and also the

sites which they bear concern
tbellair prayers being answered and
dawer of god that has been kanii

in their behalf all this is ex
ariyriyy interesting
is an age of unbelief and seep
doubts concerning the existence

j are prevalent and the great
of the people even among pro

of religion axeare destitute of
16 faith it is therefore sidelight
yf listen to men and especially

men who can testify that god
andana that they know it I1 some-

i wonder what the condition of the
I1 would be and what would be-
of it itif it were nutnot for the lat-

ay saints they are the only peo

a an organized capacity that I1
r anything about who believe in
andd ittin his power as did the an-

a whose testimony has come down
mr in the scriptures there is xengen

etith among the latter day saints
course there are those who as
her knight has said after

missions grow careless and
berentt I1 am happy however in theth
f that these are not very numer
taut therethem should not be any among
ed0 will yield to that

ien they have had experience such
obtain I1 often think

ib floinee of our missions are too short
ak men do not wetret thoroughly

n to the harness and they do not
r into the spirit of theehfe work as
should do I1 believe however that

changesbluges which have occurred of
attention has been70years by which

yi to the commandment of god
ng preachingaging the gospel withalth

purse and scrip tois having a most
bentt effect when a man has to de
1 Mupuponn the lord for his food his
ter hihisIs friends and for the assist
whichich he needs to enable him to

ana the duties that devolve upon
vt is very likely to compel him to

c unto the lord with great falthfaith
i he has his prayers answered so
R andd in so marvelousmarvel oua a manner
ue knows for himself that there tois

I1 and that he hears and answers
uk amymy first mission was a lengthy

I1 wasus a little over fave year away
WW jameme I1I1 have always bpbeenn thank

i itt it was so long althonIthollaheh I1
for home a groatgreat dldel during

atercpr pertpart of ohp sion I1
elhat which the brethren havearv

abhat it teIs not a good thing to
the harness when outow comeomy

home I1 felt that it was an obligation
resting upon me as one bearing the
priesthood to do all in my power to
help establish the righteousness of god
in the earth I1 am thankful that I1 did
have that spirit and that I1 have had it
since that time it is wrong for young
men when they come home to become
careless and feel well ive finished
my mission now there toIs no special ob-
ligation upon me now and I1 can take
it easy that is a wrong feeling my
experience has proved that there is
greater happiness purer joy and more
delight to be obtained in serving god
and being active in his work than can
be obtained in any other direction I1
am sure this is the experience of others
also who have keptkeit on the harness

the idea which many people indulge
in that there toIs something irksome
aboutabout religion something that deprives
one of enjoyment tois a mistaken idea
there tois nothing irksome nothing that
rerequiresquites the sacrifice of proper enjoy-
ment in keeping the commandments ofgod the latter day saints have
proved this we illustrate the great
truth that a people carfcaa be a profound-
ly religious people and at the same
time be a very happy people I1 do not
believe there tois any happier people on
the earth than the latter day saintsI1 have seen the latter day saints in
the most trying circumstances desti-
tute of the comforts and of many of
the necessaries of life and they have
been a happy people under those clrcir

gladness filled their
hearts it was not gladness produced
by external circumstances but it was
the gladness of the heart produced by
the influence and power of the spirit ofgod and that tois always true happiness
happiness that depends upon external
circumstances tois not genuine happi-
ness there must be the fountain of it
within us and wherever we go and
have that spirit within us we shall behappy we may be in a most disagree-
able situation asan far as externals are
concerned but if we carry within us
this fountain of which I1 speak and
which the spirit of god furnishes we
can be truly happy this has been the
case with this people we should culli i

I1 vate this and teach it to our children
itit toIs not necessary to break the laws ofgod or to forget our obligations to
him in order to have enjoyment

I1 am thankful as I1 have said that
there is a generation of men growingup who know that god lives it toIs a

I1 blessed thing our god has not gone
lonon a journey itehe has not gone to
sleep he tois not like the god of the

1 priests of baal whom elijah mocked
because they received no response from
him it toIs not so with the god ofheaven and we are living witnessesof this it is a great blessiblessingnr in themidst of our trials and perplexities to
know that we can call upon god andhe will hearbear us nishis earsearn are everonerboen no if as ththe mist

weWA make our bed in hellbell he Is
there we may be on the seaippa or on the
land by night or by day in adversity
or in prosperity HU I1Is always near to
listen to

in the psalm it tois said
whither shall I1 go from thy spiritor whither shall I1 flee from thy pregpres-

ence
if iI1 ascend up into heaven thou artthere if I1 make my bed in hell behold

thou art there
if I1 take the wings of thehe morningand dwell in the uttermost parts of thesea
even there shall thy hand lead meand thy right hand shall hold me
if I1 say surely the darkness shallcover me even the night shall be lightabout me
yea the darkness aideth not fromthee but the night chineth as the day

the darkness and the light axeam bothalike to thee
and he has Ppromised that I1ever we ask him in faith in the nameof jesus he will grant unto us if itisin good for us this tois a most precious

i promise and we should live so ks tohave a realizing sense of it continuallyif we are in such a position that wecannot get down on our knees wo cadpray to him in our hearts und hewill hear us and he will grant thu de-sires of our hearts unto us As indi-viduals and aas a people we
cultivate this habit of praying to himhijii
inconstantlyconstantly this my brethren andsisters is our strength itif we will makeuse of it we should also have the giftaftof prophecy like the elder who hatehab
been alluded to here who said to afamily who werevere in danger from a
cyclone dont leave the house I1promise you in the name of jesus thatyou will be safe if you will stay in the
house what prompted ulmliim to say
that the spiritit of god them spirit
of prophecy rested upon him just anaa
it did upon paul when he was on boardthe ship and he said that notcot a soulshould be lost the elders of this
church have a right to that spirit and
theythep enjoy jtit to a very great extent
it is one of the gifts of the Goepel and
instances innumerable might be men-
tioned where that spirit has saved the
people elders have been about to go
on vessels with companies of salris
and the spirit has said to them do
not go on that vessel and by that
their lives have been saved one in-
stance

n
comes to my mind where presi-

dent woodruff was about tuto embark
on ELa vesvesselrel with a company of saints
and the spirit said to him DC rotnot em-
bark on that and it only went a fer
miles down the river whenn it was
totally destroyed it tois a lete
thing that notwithstanding thebe many
phoutthousandsands of latter dayiday saints who
hav traveled on the ocean there as not
on record an instance of a company of
latter day saints being lost in their
journeying on the ocean there wawgp
a sadmad catastrophe occurred on wethe
missouriMia river but there are reasons
for that which those who are tafamiliarmillar
with ththe circumstances have described
that isin the only instance in our his-
tory where such an acciaccidentdant hshas oc-
curred it tois miraculous that there
should hebe 0o many thousands of peo-
ple immigrated to this land covering do


