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Re MARKS home. I feit that it was an obllga.tion" In the 139th Psalm it ia sald:
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I do not know anything more inter-
esting to which we can listen than
the testimmony of the Elders who have
heen abroad preaching the Gospel. To
hear them testifly concerning the divin-
ity of the work in which they are en-
gaged, and to relate thelr experience
fn proclaiming the Gospel. and rlso the
testimoitles which they bear coneern-
ing their prayers being answered and
‘the power of God that has been manl
fested In their b«;hnlf—all this is ex-

nteresting. .

ce%(‘};i;;gilgr ain age of unbellef and scep-
tleisyn. Doubts concerning the existence
of God are prevalent; and the great
bullk of the people, even among pro-
fessors of religion, are destitute of
genuiny faith. It 18, therefore, delight-
ful to I1isten to muen, and especially
young men, who can testify that God
lives and that they know it I some-
\imes wonder what the condition of the
world would be and what would be-
come of it if 1t were not for the Lat-
ter-day Salnts. They are the only peo-
ple in an organized capneity, that J
know anything about, who helfeve in
God and in His power as did the an-
clents whose testimony has come down
to ue In the Scriptures. There ls gen-
wine faith among the Latter-day Salnts,
Of course, there are those who, ar
PBrother Knight has sald, after per-
forming misslons, grow careless and
tndifferent. I am happy, however, in the
Belief that these are not very numer-
ous, But there should not be any among
us who will yield to that apirit.especial-
iy when they have had experience such
as mnissionaries obtain. 1 often think
that some of our missions are too short.
Young men do not get thomughly‘
broken to the harness, and they do notl
enter jnto the spifit of the work as
-they should do. I belleve, however, that
the changes Wwhich have
late years by whieh atten

to the comman
.3:,‘:;'2.-“;“ preaching the Gospel wlth-'
out purase and serip, Is having a most |
sxcellent effect. When a man has to de-
npend upon the T.ord for his food, his
shelter, his friends, and for the assist-
ance which he needs to enable him to,
‘perform the dutles that devolve upon,
him, it 1s very lkely to compel him to
scek unto the Lord with great falth,
‘“Then he has his prayers anzwered s0
often and 'n Bo marvelous A MmAanner
that he knows for himaslf that there ia
a nod. and that He hears and answers
praver. My firat missjon was a lengthy
ane. I was a little over five years away
‘¢rom home. I have alwaya been thank-
ful that It was s0 lone, nithoneh I
vearned for home a great deal durine
the Iatter poart of the miralon, I
learned that which the hrethren have
Jjearned. that it is not a enod thing to
lay off the harness when one comes

e

resting upon me, as one bearing the
Priesthood, to do all {n my power r.o'
help establish the righteousness of God!
In the earth. I am thankful that 1 dit‘[
have that spirit; and that I have had jt|
since that time. It i8 wrong for young'
men, when they come home, to become
careleas, and feel, “Well, I've finiashed
my milssion now, there is nu special ob-
ligation upon me now, and I can take
it easy.” That I8 a wrong feellng. My
experience has proved that there |Is
greater happiness, purer joy and more
dellght to be obtained In sBerving God
and being active in His work than can
be obtained in any other direction. I
am sure this is the experience of others
also who have kept on the harness.
The Idea whleh many people indulge
In, that there js something Iirksome
about religion, something that deprives
one of enjoyment, Is n mistaken idea.
There ia nothing irkzome, wothing that
requites the sgaerifice of proper enjoy-
ment, in keeplng the commandments of
QGod. The Latter-day Sailnts have
proved thls. We iltustrate the great
truth that a people cad be a profound-|
ly religlousn people nnd at the same
ttme be a very happy peopte. I do not
belleve there la any happier people on |
the carth than the Latter-day 8aints. |
I have seen the Latter-day 8alnts In
the most trying clrcumstnnces, destl-
tute of the comforts and of many of,
the necesaaries of life, and they have
been a happy people under those clr-
CUMEBtANCAE Gladness filled their
hearts. It was not gladness produced
b¥ externnl] clreumsatances; but It was
the gladness of the heart, produced by

-the Influence and power of the Spirit of

God, and that is always true happiness.
Happiness that depends upon external
elrcumstances is not genuine happi-
neas. There must be the fountalin of it
within us; and wherever we go and
have that spirit within us, we shall be .
happy. We may be In a mosat disagree- |
able situation as far as externals are.
concerned; but If we carry within us
this fountain of which I speak, and
which the Spirit of God furnishes, we
can be truly happy. This has been the

God or to forget our obligutions
Him in order to have enjoyment.

I am thankful, as I have sald, that
there I8 a generation of men growing
up who know that God llves, It is a
blepsed thing. Our God has not gone
on a Jjourney. He haz not gone to
aleep, IHe ig not ke the god of the
nhrieats of Baal, whom ElNjah mocked
hecause they received no response from

tOI

1

Mm. It 18 not ro with the nd of
heaven. And we nre living witnesses
of thie. Tt i8 A great blesgine In the

midat of our trials and pernlexitien, to
know that we ean call unon God and
He will hear us. Hir cars are ever
onen, N0 matter if, a= the nasimist
m3yvE, we make our hed in hell, He in
there. We mnay be on the seg or on the
land. by night or by day. in adversity
or in prosperity, He la always near to
liaten to us. -

Whither shall I go from thy Spirit?
or whither shall I fiee from thy pres-
ence?

It 1 ascend up Into heaven, thou art
there: If T make my bed in hell, behold,
thou art there.

1t I take the wings of the morning,
and dwell in the uttermost parts of the
sen;

Even there shall thy hand lead me,
and thy right-hand shall hold me.

If I say, Surely the darkness shall
cover me; even the night shall be Heht
about me.

Yea, the darkness hideth
thee; but the night shin
the darkness and the
allke to thee.

And He hnas promlsed that whitso-
ever we ask Him In faith, in the name
of Jesus, He will grant unw s, if |t
I8 good for us. This i8 & most nrecious
promise, and we should Hve s0 us to
have & realizilng sense of it continually.
If we are In guch a position that we
cannot get down on our knees, wo can
pray to Him in our hearts, und He
will hear ua, and Iie will grant the de-
sires of our hearts unto us, As lndi-
viduals and as a people, we shouid
cultivate this hablt of praying to Him
constantty, This, my brethren and
slaters, 1s our strength, !If we will make
use 0f it. We should also have the eift
of prophecy, like the Elder wwhn has
been alluded to here, who satd to a
famlly who were {n danger from a
eyeclone, “Don’t leave the house: 1
promlse you In the name of Jesus that
you will be safe If you will stay in the
house, What pronipted hWlin fo say
that? The Bpirit of God. The spirtt
of prophecy rested upon hiin, just us
it did upon Paul when he wins on buard
the ship and he sald that not a saul
should be lost, The TEilders of this
Church have a right to that Splrit; and
they'enjoy It to a very great extent,
It iz one of the gifts of the Gospel,and
Instances innumerable might be men-
tloned where that Spirit has saved the
people, Elders have been about to go
on vessels with companies of Saints,

not from
eth as the day:
‘lght are both

I : it has said to them, Do
occurred of €are with this people, We should culti-and the Spir ¢ T

tlon h;ﬂ been | vate this, and teach It to our children.  Not go on that vessel," and by
dment of God, It iB not neces=ary to break the laws of thelr lives have been saved.

that
One In-
stance ¢omes to my mind, where Preal-
dent Woodruff was about tv smbark
on a vee=el with & company of Salnts,
and the 8pirit sald to him, D¢ not em-
bark on that,” and it only went a [ew
miles down the river whan it was
totnlty destroyed. It i858 n remarkable
thing that notwithstanding the many
thousands of Latter-day Sainta  who
hava traveled on the ocean. there ‘s not
on record an Instance of a company of
Latter-day Sainta belng lust in  thelr
fourneying on the ocean. Thera was
a naad catastrophe occurred on the
Mismouri river, but there are reasons
for that, which those who are J{amiliar
with the circumstances hove described.
That is the only Instance In our hia-
tory where auch an mecident hna oe-
curred, It ts miraculous that there
rhoutd he =06 many thousande of peo-

ple immigrated to this Innd, covering o



