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still in many respects the vice presi-
dency is far better than the speakersbip
it pays annually and it is a four
years job when jefferson way elected
to it he said it was the only office of
which he could not tell whether he want
ed it or not its holder has to work less
than two years during the whole time
and as far as labor is concerned he gets

for this amount of work it has
also a big percentage in favor of the
presidency and the job in the
white house there have been twenty
three president sand of these more than
sixteen per cent have gotten there
through the vice presidency tyler
fillmore johnson and arthur had al-
most full terms in the white house
through the deaths of the heads of the
ticket president harrison died during
the same year that he was inaugurated
and i tyler an almost four years
term lincoln had hardly served a
month of his second term before he gave
place to johnson garfield was inaugu-
rated in the spring and before summer
was at its full he was shot by guiteau
and a few months later gave place to
arthur while zach taylor inaugurated
in 1849 in 1850 was supplanted by mill
ard fillmore

yes the aice presidency is a good job
it is a fat boband still many olourof our great
men do not teemseem to realize it A num-
ber of the most famous men of our his-
tory have refused it thomas A hend-
ricks felt humiliated when he was placed
on the ticket with cleveland he in-
tended to decline and it took some per
suasion to make him accept it he said
to hiibis friends that he did notnea object to
being second on the ticket with tilden
who was the acknowledged leader of his
party but he considered cleveland a
much lesser light than himself hanni-bal hamlin did not want the vice presi-
dency and for some time after the con-
vention of 1860 he debated whether heshould decline it or not he had told
the maine delegates that he would notbe a candidate and they had promisedto respect his wishes still he was
nominated on the second ballot when
axythoea news wawas brought to him he was

ry indignant and it took ben wade

foote fessenden and others of hisbis
friends to persuade him to run they
visited him in a body liehe held out
against them until they told him that his
refusal to be a candidate would be fatal
to the ticket said ben wade

hamlin if you dont run
think you aeare afraid and your fear will
be taken as indicative of our defeat

that said hamlinHamlia you
dont mean thitthat

just what I1 do mean repliedrepied
Bbenen wade

what you mean they say that I1
am afraid to run on the republican
ticket

yekyes senator hamlin what I1
memeantellwell then replied hamlin 1I
shall run and be damned to them

As a result of the interview hamlin
did run and he proved a strong addition
to the ticket he and lincoln were on I1

the most friendly terms and etwasit was
through hamlin largely that lincoln
chose seward as his Secrasecretarytary of0 state
he treated hamlin well advised with
him somewhat ababout state mattersmattersandand
gave him what he wanted in the way of
appointments

many vice presidents however have
not been ggraciously treated by the presi-
dents presidentre ident cleveland seems to
think that a vice president has no more
claims than any other citizen he snub-
bed hendricks again and again and
hendricks had trouble in getting even
the smallest office foghis friends one
place which he wanted was the post
office at indianapolis he had to cool
his heels in the ante rooms of the white
house to get it and hendricks said that
clevelandevelandel made him wait at the outer
gate asaas a suppliant before he granted
him the position he said that there
had not been a time within twenty five
years that he could not have gotten ththisis
hadbad any other democrat been president
for the mere asking and thatthai he was
put off daydai after day and that the office
was finally given to him apparently as a
matter of charity the snubs which
hendricks received from cleveland and
his cabinet sank deep into his soul and
he was so ignored by them that at one
time he wanted to resign this was at
the end of the first session of the senate
alter he came into office and it was only
the requests of his friends that kekeptt him
from doing so and still it was hend-
ricks

nd
that carried indiana in 1884 and

not cleveland and the loss of the state
would have defeated the ticket

adlai E stevenson is as to most points
at war with president cleveland hehas little influence with the administra-
tion and his only patronage consists of
the appointment of a secretary a mes-
senger a telegraph operator and a
telegraphers page these are allcon
necked with the senate and cleveland
would not think of consulting stevenson
about an important appointment

this snubbing of vice presidents
I1

by
the presidents has been common irom
almost the beginning of the government
during most otof our administrations the
president and vice president have been
at logger heads thomas jettersonJeftersonlerson
as vice president under adams was the
leader of the opposition he expected
to have something to do with the ad-
ministration when he was first elected

but president adams snubbed him at
the start and he gave it up adams was
disgusted when jefferson was elected as
his successor tiehe would not wait in
washington to see the inauguration but
drove off in his carriage the night before
in order to be out of the way aaron
burr was one of the vice presidents un-
der jeffersonJeflerson they too were fighting
most of the time and it was through
jefferson that burr was finally prosecuted
forsr treason it isis hardly possible that
president john quincy adams and his
vice president john C calhoun had
anything in common and president
jackson you know threatened to hang
calhoun on account of the nullification
matters which were gotten up in south
carolina during jacksons presidepresidencyncy
when calhoun was again vice president
jackson got along very well with his
second vice president van buren be-
cause jackson was king and van buren
merely his factotum van burensbarents vice
president was richard M johnson of
kentucky the first vice president chosen
west of the alleghenies he was the
man whoho killed the great
indian chief but his name is now almost
forgotten john tyler was a cipher as
long as harrison lived millard fillmore
had little influence wwhilei e zach
was aliye and andrew johnson had no90
influence to speak of until the death lotbt
abraham lincoln so far as leanI1 can learn
we have never had a vice president who
has ruled the president or directed the
administration it is said that john
adams tried to do this when he was vice
president under washington but wash-
ington had a mind otof his own john
adams is said to have been quite jealous
of prominence and in the
memoirs of ogle taylor published for
private circulation some years ago you
will find a story telling how adams re-
buked a minman who had used the words
george washington andsaikjohnhn adams
vice president adams said

my man you should not say george
washington and john adams but john
adams and george washington for
john adams made george washington

some otof the ablest of our statesmen
have held the vice presidential office
but their reputations have been made
outside of it look at the list the
names are great enough take john C
breckinridge vice president with bu-
chanan george M dallas who reigned
with polk and william R king vice
president with pierce all of these men
will go down in history through other
acts than those done during their vice
presidenciescies then there were el-
bridge gerry a singer of the declara-
tion of independence and the author of
the system of changing legislative dis-
tricts for congressional purposes called
after his name gerrymandering george
clinton of new yorkork schuyler colfax
who was mixed up in the credit ibbil
lier henry willson and others once fa-
mous but now forgotten there have
been altogether twenty three vice
presidents elected by the people of
these five have died in office three have
risen to the presidency by election four
have gotten to the white house by the
death of the president and none have
through their positions made reputations
which will outlast a century

speaking of vice presidentse ts who have
become presidents by the

gedeathath of their
chiefs the bett of the four may be said
to be chester A arthur he was to a
large extent a politician pure and simple


