‘Sso THE DESERET NEW S. Oc* 3
st it e ; o - T o= ..‘" . = _'"I - -_— - ——:————————-———-:—*
Y A b o f | : o b h

1 TWQ . R CE. marked out by Divine command-|a living, or their oecupation of the| The statement that there are no

] )l':b' I": R ET N E “ b . i D . V_{E ment. i vacant lands on Bear River, which | bouses built on the land occupied
| WE publish, as an item of news,| The charge that the ‘“Mermon” | they bold for their own exclusive | by the Indians is also a fabrication.
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T0 THE CHU

RCH OF JESUS |

| Lake County.

CHRIST OF LATTER - DAY
SAINTS IN ALL 1HE WORLD.

PELOVED BAINTS:

Havinuz returued home from our
mi-sion to Europe, and baving been
ninde aequaiuted with the action of
the Counell of Apostles, at their
meeting ou the fourth day of Sep-
te nber last, as appears in their
pablished epistle to the Chureh in
a'l the world, we cab only say that
w4 regret that our absence alroad

prevente l our siznatules-béingat-|

tschied to that epistle, as we 1nost
cordially and unreservedly endorse
the action of the Couneil in sus-
taining Elder John Taylor as Presi-
dent of that Chuaneil, and also in
their decision that ths Counacil of
the Twelve Apostles is the presid-
nzs Couneil and aathority in the
(‘hureh, a+ also in 4]l measures re-
firred to ip sall epistla.

Your brethren in ihe new and
everla<ling covenant,
' OR30N PRATT, BEN,,

JOS3. F. SMITH. _

8.4t Lake City, October 1, 1877.
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THAT CONFEMPT CASE.

Tuag particulars of the contempt
cise, publi-hed in last evening’
DeSERET NEWS, throw new light
upon thisinuch talked-of affair. It
had bLeen groussly misrepresented

abroad; and has evoked some cen-

sire at home among those who are
not acquailited with the faets,

It now appeatrs that Judge Elias
Smith has been guilty of no cou-
temyt of the Third District Court.
All he has coutended for is the pro:
visions and formsof the law. Whebp
first called cu by the committee,
they keld 1o document to show
thelr authority, At their next visit
they presented a paper which was
addressed to nobody, and did nol

c-rtify that the gentlemen bring-
ing il were members of the grand
jary., The Judge took the -ground
thait und:r the Poland bill & com-
mittec was not anthorized te act for
the grand jary. For this he was
serve | with a warrant of arrest and
was required to appear before the
Trird District Coure to show cause
w hy he shouid not be punished fol
¢ounlem L. | i b

It will be observed that no. doeu-
ment of any kina Lad been previ-
ously served upon him from the
Court., He ciuld not be in con-
temptl. of Courty Lecause  he had.

heither  refused  nor  negleeted |
to comply with any maondate
i<ued by the Court. lie was giv-

eu until the following BSaturday
miorning to appear to show cause
why berhould not be punished for
eoutempt. He did so appear, at 10
o’clock on the day specified, bat,
though the Court hiad designated
1:0 hour at which he was to appear,
j ldglneul had been pronouneed be-
fore lis appearance. And that
judgment ‘was wore than double
the amount allowed by law, Fuar-
ther an execulion was ordered
which is al<o coutrary to the law in
such case made and provided,
wih the questiou of the propri-

¢ty of rofusing access tu the records
ol the Probate Courl we have noth-
ing to say at present. But it is
clear that the whule proceedings
uzaiust Judge kFliag bmith have
tieen fuformal and illegal. From
the application of the committee to
the presouncing of the sentence,
Lhe course Laken Ly the attacking
parly—we cau call them nothing
else—has been without legal form
ur legal authority, - &

Hasve aud temper never appear
#¥0 Dbad ns when «xhibited hy
viiciala who represent the coun-
try, aud ia whow the calmness,
Jasiice, digulty and majesty of the
Jaw s supposed to be embodied
liet those who blame Judge Smi:h
become familiar with the full facts
in this ea-e before Ltiiey utter an-
vluer word ef eensure,

|

by the husband, the wife is under

the report of the Grand Jury in re-
lation to divorce matters in Balt
The particulars set
forth in that document are of a re-
markable character. Whether
they are correct or incorrect we
are not able to state. Reports have
been previously made in this city
from committees appointed by
srand juries, which were absolute
ly fal:e and evidently concocted
with malicious intent. We have
no doubt, after perusing the present
committee’s report as adopted by
the Grand Jury, that explanations
from the Probate Judge would ma-
terially alter the appearance of the
case, and demonstrate the fact that

a4 similar animus to that which
prompted the former garbled and
mendacious report which was al-
most universally condemned some
time ago, has had considerable to
4o with the present statement.
However, we leave the facts in the
matter to be explained by those
whoe are personally interested, be-
| eving that the Probate Judge is
abundantly able, if proper time 1s

F

Church encourages or connives at
the granting of secret divorces for
people not residing in this Terri-
tory isuntrue, Ifapything of this
kind has been practised it is not
endorsed by the teachings of the
Church nor the sentiments of the
community. We haveno hesitation
in a;i.ring that they are utterly op-
posed to anytlhing of this character,

and consider it unlawfnl, unrighte-- | this evening
ousand indefensible. The law ondi~| on this subject, but shall allude to
vorce as it now stands on the Utah | it again. | .

statute book is imperfect there is
no doubt. BSome changes might
be made in it with advantage.
That clause, particularly, which
allows divorce under certaln regu-

lations, “If the court is satisfied

that the person so applying isa
resident utPfha Territory or wishes

to become one.”

use and benefit. And we protest
in the name of truth, humanity,
common sense and justice, against
this shameful attempt to deprive
them of that to which they have
as good and )
member of the Grand Jury has to
any properly to which be may lay
claim.

We bave neither space nor time
for further remarks

-_—-———';-H---—-‘—L _
THE ATTACK ON THE
INDIANS.

THE report of the Grand Jury con
cerning the Indians who are now

The words in|engaged in farming in the Malad

italies, in our opinion, should be valley, deserves more than the pas-

e¢xpunged from the lJaw, and we
lieve this is the view of the matter

heid by a great many members of

sing notice we gave it yesterday.

The malevolence the report dis- |

the Legislature, who will no doubt | plays, the untruths it utters, the

take this subject up at the next sit-
ting of the Assembly. Buteven
this law, honestly adminpistered,
would admit of very little, if any,

real evil. The court is to be satisgfied | spiteful

insinuat ons it contains and the
hearsay statements and opinions it
repeats, mark it as the offspring of

of the facts in the case. True seme| fa1eehood. That some members of

afforded him, to give a sufficient
answer to every allegation.

But we deem it & Juty we owe to
the people of Utah, to correct the
publie mind upon the views of Lhe
“‘Mormon’’ Church on the subject
of divorce. It has been represent-
»d by many newspapers as well as
oy pulpit orators, that the putting
away of wives is & common prac-
tise of the **Mormon” people, and
vhat it is fully in accordance with
‘heir religious doetrines. This state-
ment Is entirely without founda-
tion in fact.

The teachings of this Church are
atterly hostile to divorce. Marriage
is represented as a sacrament. 1t is
aot only binding until death, but
eolitracted for time and all eternity,
and' sealed by the Holy Spirit of
oromise under the authority of one
holding the power to *“‘seal on
earth’ so that it shall be *‘sealed jur
heaven.” 'There is nothing in any
of the revelations believed in by
the I.itter-day BSaints that en-
éourages & man to put away
iis wife, The doctrine of the
(Churéh is that he is not justified in
doing so except 10 case of adultery,
And'even in such cases, which we
are happy tosay have been of very
care Occurrence, the husband has

persons may be more easily ““satisfi-
ed”than others in regard to any mat-
ter of fact, opinien or principle, but

the Grand Jury have permitted the
infamous document to go on the

the law when framed meant bona | record without their solemn protest

fide satisfaction. Apd it is but very
recently that any altewnpts have
been made to take advautage of the
loophdcle to be obtained by wresting
and perverting that one

phrase of | of falsehoods.

against it, is certainly a matler of
suarprise.

The report starts out with a brace
First that certain

the law. It was framed in 1852 and | [ndians who refused to stay on

has stood in the statutes all these | their reservations

camped 1two

years without working injury, un-| years agv on Bear River, in the im-

til within a very brief period.
We are not arguing in favor of

the statute as at present worded;we | P

do not wish to defend any one who
has perverted its letter or spirit to
do evil for dollars, if any such there

mediate vicinity of Corinne, and
secondly that the citizens of that
lace were alarmed at their atti-
tude. The Indians referred to did
| not belong to any reservation at
all, their farms were no!{ with-

be; we do know thit any one is|in ten miles of Corinve, and

worthy of censure in this

wered statementsofthe Grand Jury,

ard; we | it is well known that the pretended
do not accept the one-sided unans- | alarm was nothing buta ruseon the |

part of certain lively but unprinei-

evidently inspired with a desire to [ pled business men of Corinne, to
make trouble for the Probate Court; | obtain the location of soldiers at

vut we do wish it to be distinetly

understood by Jew and Gentile,|into their stagnant town.

““Mormon and anti-Mormon,Chris-
tian and Pagan, that divorce in
general is repugnant to the feelings
and faith of the Latter-day saints,
and contrary to the doctrine ef the
Church to which they belong; that
such diverces as are obtained by
fraud, intrigue and illegal schemes
and methods, wherever and

generally been advised, if the wife
was repentant, not to cast her off,
but to provide and care for her that
she might not be impelled to travel
in thé va'h of evil,

And the general practice has
peen in accord with these teachings.
Cases in which the husband has
applied for a diverce from his wife
are exceediogly scarce, Wives
have applied for divorces from their
nusbands, and their request has
been usually granted. And the
women so sundering their family

obligations have generally obtained |

such a pecuniary settlement as more
than covered the demands of jus-
tice 8o far as they were concerned.
It may be asked, why grant di-
vorces at all if the Church does not
encourage  them? The answer is
for the same reason that Moses per-

mitted them to the people
in his day—"because of Lhe
hardness  of their hearts, "’

And, under the system of plural
marriage practised in this Church,
it would be considered a g) stem of
bondage,if women desiring to sever
their relations with a husband hav-
ing other wives, were refused the
liberty they might demand. But it
has been clearly announced, and it
is generally understood, that unless
for the gravest offences committed

transgression before God who be-
comes divorced from ner earthly
head, to whom she has®been united
by the most gacred covenauts and
holy obligations.

Any departure from this course
marked out by the Church for its
members, no matter by whem it is
taken, is contrary to the letter and
spirit of the gospel taught therein,
and Lo the sayings of Carist and the
holy prophets. Inadding otherwives
to his family a man has no right to
““deal treacherously with the wife
of his youth.”” And, as the Bible
declares, ‘‘God hateth putting
away ” His avger is denounced
against those who violate their
narriage vows by diverce, but not
a single word of disapprobation can
be found in the wsacied records
against a man’s marrying wives,

whenever secured, are viewed by
the Church and its faithful mem-
bers with abhorrence and disgust;
and that they do not fellowship the
deeds and doings of any persons in

|orout of this Territory, if such

there be, who trade upon the pas-
sions and vices of erring humanity,
and lend themselves to secret
schemes for the disruption of fam-
ily ties that should be held as sac-
red, inviolable and indissoluble.

A SHAMEYXUL REPORT.

WE give in other columns the re-
port of the Grand Jury in regard to
the Indians on Bear River. All who
are acquainted with the truth relat-
ing to this matter know that many
statements it contains are utterly
false and without a shadow of foun-
dation in fact. The few poor Indi-
ans whohave been farming ou Bear
River, many of them holding land

wbich they have legally entered
and obtained by complymg with
the provisions of the laws of the
United States, are not attached to

any reservation, but are roving
remnants of bands long singe
broken up,and that they are peace-
able, docile, anxious to learn the
arts of the white man, and to turn
away from the vices and idle habits |
of their race.

The brethren who have, in the|
true spirit of the Gospel, acted as
missionaries among them, are wor-
thy of all praise for their disinterest-
ed Jabors in teaching them the doé-
trines of Christ, and showing them
how to till the soil, The Indians
on Bear River have worked faith-
fully and accomplished marvels,
considering their traditionsand for-
mer habits, and this attempt to
again drive them from their hard-
earned crops and possessions is no-
thing less than fiendish.

We defy any one to show where-
in they have done the least injury
to any white person, by repenting

providirg it is done in the way

of their evil ways and werking for

that put a little vitality

The
Governor, who was foolish enough
to treat the matter seriously, be-
came the laughing stock of the
whole Territory
the very men who formed a portion
of the Grand Jury which issued
this report. .

The Indiahs were a few poor,
roving remnants of bands that bad
become disorganized. They offer-
ed no indignities to any one; but
instead of - strolling about as . men-
dicants, and intruding upon the
citizens of Northern Utah as had
been their wont, they were  peace-
ably eng in harvesting the
crops they had raised by honest in-
dustry learped from *““Mormon”
missionaries. They were heartless-
ly driven from their only means of
subsistence for the coming winter,
their crops were left iu the fields
and would have been entirely des-
troyed, if what was possible to be

place, to

bigotry and malignant |

Linuluding some of

dwelling houses on that land, and
the terms of the statute in this re-

t have been complied with. It
s also untrue that the Indians

1 a right, as any [ do but Jittle work, or that most of
it is done by white men,or that any

settler adjoining their farm or any
one else is annoyed by them, unless
itis some person who covets their
land,or is filled with the same spirit
of enmity against them as displayed
by the Grand Jury. a5
The prediction in the report that
when the Indians obtain the Gov-
erdment title to the land in ques-
tion it will be transferred to some
white men, is a contemptible as-
sumption for which the jury shonld
have been rebuked by the Court.
Grand Juries are not empanneled to
prophesy, nor gualified to bear false

| witness, based on hearsay. And

their belief, or the belief of other
persons about the entry or transfer
of land concerning which they
have no positive knowled,
or sworn evidence, is entitl-
ed to no consideration, but
its expression ﬂnlﬂ seems to
show the animus which inspired
the fabrication of their report.

After inserting a ‘““Mormon’’ let-.
ter of instruction fo one of the
missionaries, which by the by, is
the only portion of the document
that contains a sentiment or
a true statement,the Grand Jury af-
firm, on their own autherity, that
missionary work consisted in per-
forming manual labor, while the
[ndians loafed or went to Fort Hall
for supplies.” We tell the Grand
Jury that the whole of that state-
ment is a wilful falsebhood,and that
in uttering it they have violated
their oath of office as well ‘as for-
feited the respect of every falr-
minded person.

Like a wasp,the report unfolds its
real sting in its latter end. In the
last ragraph ' the ‘““Mormon
Church?” is blamed for all the trou-
ble manufactured for the occasion.
That Church is the { t aimed at

| ary

in issuing the report. e were not
aware that it was the business of
urand Jeries to fulminate venom
against churches, nor to enunciate
opinions in relation to any form of
faith or its eflects. |
But when such bodies frame in-
dictments on the ipse dizif of an
Attorney, and put men in legaf
Jeopardy without seeing or hearing
a witness in their cases, there is no
wonder that they play suech fantas-
tic tricks as ng. at | _on
churches, uttering baseless prophe-
cies of imaginary offences, and
adopting in official reports the
opinions and may-be-so’s of irre-
sponsible acquaintances. 1. ani
We pronounce the report ef the
Grand Jury on the Indians at Bear
River, a tissue of falsehoods found-
ed in malice, and relieved only
from ungualified evil by the copy
of & letter to a ““Mormon* mission-
y the wordirg and spirit of
which eught to be lnoufh of itself
to refute the allegations in the bod
of the document, to every ft;

saved had not been gathered up by | mind with natural discernment.

a few white men who had some
humanity in their souls.
The whole aflair of the dispersion
of the Indians was alike disgrace-
ful to those whoe commenced and
these who supported it,and the fact
that the red men, in whom revenge
8 a virtue, made no retaliation, ie
proof positive, of the fallacy of the
accusation made against them,
The statements in the report that
“‘the legal place of residence for
these Indians is Fort Hall,” and
that “provision for their support is
made there” are wholly
As we have stated,they have never
belonged to a reservation, and
when old Sagwitch, who, some
years ago,was shot by some soldiers
without provoecation, becoming
afraid lest he might be shot again,

went to Fort Hall, at the dispersion | about this

untrue. |

The only object of the missionar-
ies who have been sent among the
outeast red men is to turn them
from their evil habits, instruct
them in the faith of Jesus Christ;
and show them how to laber for
self support. The effects of these
teachings are seen in the peaceable

l

disposition of Indians once hostile,
their repugnance to shedding blood,
their worship of the Almighty in
the name of the eemer, and
their plodding industry, whl’ch is
the surest sign of their reformation,
And that a body of men,sworn. to
right action ina court of law,should
make an attempt to deprive these
repentant people of their '

sions, and to malign the Church
and the missionaries who have
Lbeen instrumental in “bringing
remarkable improve-~

above alluded to, he was refused | ment, ought certainly to arouse in

any assistance because he did not
belong to that reservation.

The next allegati® is incorrect;
there is no “ Bishop George W, Hill
of Ogden’ either at Malad or else-
where., The Brother Hill who has
for many years been a kind friend
to those poor nomads is not and
never was a Bishop. That the In-
dians have entered land under the
provisions of the Jawa of the Uni-
ted BStates istrue., Itis also true
that they have paid their taxes,
which is more than some white
men have done, and having taken
the steps required by law they are
entitled to peaceable possession of
their property, in apite of all the

false reports of grand juriesand the
malice of sectarian officials.

every true heart the warmest feel-
ings of indignation. | '
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OFFICIAL PELEBOTOMY.

TaE published reports of the pro-
ceedings in the Third Distriet

Court on Thursday last contain the
following: | 50 oo

The United States vs. Et&éﬂ Gad-

des) indictment for unlawfal vot«
ing; defenvant withdrew. her plea
of not guilty and entered a plea of
guilty; a jury was thereu

em-«
panneled and returned a verdict of
guilty; defendant sentenced to pay

| a fine of $5 and cests.



