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WHAT I8 SUCCESS?

— ——

What s success, that gittering prize,
For which we rush with eager eyes
And beating hearts, I ask of thee,
Brave soldier, can thou answer me?
I mark the ribbons on thy breast,
Thy jeweled stars and honored crest.
The people of thy glories sing,

And nations with thy praises ring.

Is thine success, O son of fame?

ple who had the gifts which the dis-
ciples of Jesus possessed. His reply
wasthat he knew of the existence of
no such people. I could not under-
stand it; to my mind; as a child,
there seemed to be as greal a necea-
sity for the power of God then, as
there was in those earlier days., 1
can recall nights when I thought
of the blessings which former gen-
erations enjoyed, and felt to grieve

He answered, ‘“Yea, an empty name."

Then turned I toa miser old,

And questioned him: Is all this gold
I see thee kiss with greedy tears
The sweet reward of many yodars

Of misery and silent pain,

A living sacrifice #o gain—

Will all these heavy money hags
Repay such lonliness and rags?

He muttered, gazing at the ground,
“{Tis my success, an empty sound.”

Beyond the city’s mad'ning roar,

I sought an aged hermit's door.
What is success? O hermit, tell,

I eried, and I will mark thee well
Within this quiet lone retreat,
Beyond the bold intruder’'s feet,
Ha'h solitude thy study blest,

And made thee wiser than the rest?
“ Fair youth,” he ¢ried, **this wilderness
And empty cot i8 my success.

#Go back into the world again,
And mingle with its joys and pain;
Let not ambition mock thy soul
With any distant earthly goal.
Seck not success: if thou be true
To God and self, "twill come to you,
Unasked, unseeu, and sileatly

As yonder river meets the sea.

“Thy lot may be a lonely one,

Thy name unhonored and urknown
Among thy race, yet murmur not,
Earth,s titles will be soon forgot, |
When standing 'fore the judgment seat,
The king and humbliest peasant meet.
Then, only man’'s success shall be

The appreval of dlvinity.”

—Providence Journal.
M
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IT is a great privilege that the Lord
has granted to the Latter-day
Saints to assemble together in peace
and quietness as we do this day te

worship him and partake of the| yarious times in their lives, before
sacrament in commemoration of|they

that I could not live ina genera-
tion when there were apostles who
had the power of God. I thought
then I would have been willing to
endure the persecution and diffi-
culties which they had to en-
counter for so gloricus a faith,
This is an advantage we have
above every other denomination

| with which I am acquainted. We

believe the Bible in its entirety—
that God is the same to-day as he
was yesterday, and as he ever was,
that he is as willing now as ever to
bestow his bI&sings upon man if
man will prepare himself to receive
them. Aund if there be an absence
of faith and power and of heavenly
gifts, God our eternal Father can-
not be accused of partiality in
withholding. them from this gen-
eration.

Do we as a people sufficiently
bear in mind that God requires us
to live =0 as to receive and ebjoy,
to the fullest poscible extent, the
gifts and graces which he has to
bestow upon his faithful ehildren?
[ think, sometimes, we' are ‘like
‘other Fenp]a in this respect—we are
very liable to grow careless, to be-
come willing to allow the time to
pass along withcut any particular
effort on our part to improve our-
selves, to increase in godliness and
the power thereof. We have the
human disposition to be at ease in
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ed. In this respect human nature
has been the same in all ages, and
| hence it has almost become prover-

bers placed in constant jeopardy.

case. It should be a pleasure, a
source of constant delight to us, as
Latter-day Saints, to keep all the
commandments of God, toseek and

}mnt&nd for that faith once deliv-
ered to the saints, by which they

accomplished such mighty works.

I have said that I greatly desired
to live when apostles were upon the
earth. Are there not hundreds of
this eongregation whe have felt, in

heard the sound ef the ever-

the death and sufferingsof our Liord { Jasting gospel, that they would tra-

and Saviour Jesus Christ;
privilege which I

it is a|verse this earth,and undergo all
as an individual | manner of hardships, if they could

member of the church, appreciate, | only have the privilege to behold

and [ desire always to do

When I reflect upo
efforts which have been made to
deprive us as a people of our liber-
ties and our rights of worship, I

80.

cannot help feeling that, of all the ] and to administer the ordinances of

pel? Doubtless there are
resent who at wvarious

people who live upon the face of
the earth, we should be the most

E_rn.taful and should witness to cur|

ather and God, by our devotion,
that we appreciate the kindness
and mercy he has manifested to us.
It seems strange that in this time
of religious toleration and freedom,
thereshould be a call for such sen~
timent as this. Ina land like ours
it might be thought that every one
would have a right to worship God

according tothe dictates of his con-]

science; but this has not been our
experience. Yet the Lord has pre-
served us and has defeated the
machinations of the wicked, has

preserved our rights and libertiml

and granted to us very many privi-
leges. Are we, as a people, sufli-
ciently alive to the importance of
these privileges? Do we livein a
manner that agrees with the reve-
lations that the Lord has given to

us, to the requirements which he
has made upon us? These are im-

portant questions for us to answer.

I met with the Bunday school
children this morning in one of the
Wards of this eity, and while
speaking to them, I remarked,
what I may remark here (taking
the Bible in my hand), Thereis no

eople of whom I know anything
n Christendom who believe the
Bible, and are willing that their
Children should be taught all of its
principles in their entirety, as do
the Latter-day Saints. ““There is no
principle set forth in the seriptures
that the Latter-day Saints tfu net
incorporate in their faith and prac-
tice.”” I related to them u little of
iny experience. I remember when

was & child I read the New Testa.
ment, I inquired of my father if

the faee of a man of God, an apos-
the many | tle of the Lord Jesus? What would

they not nave given to hear words
of salvation from such a man, a
man who had authority to teach

the gos
bundreds
times in their lives have felt this,

sects. 1 am satisfied that there are

they were capable of making which

to have had the privilege they now
enjoy.
with the Church of God, and have
a knowledge of this through the
power of the Holy Ghest and the
enjoyment of its gifts and blessings.
And yet you talk to these men

their feelings? A number of them
feel as zealous and warm in the
work of God as they ever did. But
many, doubtless, have become care-
less. These blessings have become
common because of the ease with
which they have been obtained,and
indifference is the result. Yet are
| they not just as valuable te-day? Is
it not just as desirable to-day for hu-
man beings to know that a man has
authority te administer baptism,

ministration? Is it not a great
blessing to have the reality as it
was to anticipate il? Certainly it
is! The authority which God has
restored tothe earth empowers man
to go into the waters of baptism
and then baptize his fellow man
for the remission of sins, God sanc-
tioning the act. This is as great a
biessing as it ever was. The fact
that thereare numbersof men upon
the earth thus authorized does not
make the blessing more undesir-
able. Because there are thousands

of persons now living on the earth

there were any apostles then upon
the earth; or if there were any peo-

who have received of the blessings
which were to follow those that
believed and obeyed the gospel

the enjoyment of the earthly com-
forts by which we may be surrousd-

bial that for a church to prosper it
must be persecuted and its mem-

But with the knowledge God has
given to wus this should not be the

having grown up amid contending

| hundreds here who felt in their
hearts that there was no sacrifice

they would net have.gladly made

They are now numbered

and wemen to-day, and what are

and that God will recognize the ad- |

does that in the least lessen flieir
value? I certainly think not; they
are just. as desirable to-day, and
should be valued by every buman
being who has any appreeciation
whatever of the things of God. The
authority to administer in the or-
dinances of the house of Gody teo
say, ‘““Thus saith the Lord,” to
counsel, instruct, warn and reprove
is peculiar to the Churech of Jesus
Christ of Liatter-day Baints, and in
this respect we are diflerent from
all other people. While this is so,
we do not exclude any others from
partaking of these benefits, We
also—to use a phrase already adept-
ed—we also were Gentiles, in igno-
rance concerning this gospel at one
time, that is, the bulk of us were.
Therefore, while we ¢laim’ for the
Chureh of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saiants this power, we do not
claim it as belonging to us and ours
exclusively, but to be diffused from
this Churech to all the inhabitants
of the earth so fast as they
will receive the doctrines of Jesus
Christ and have faith to obey them.
And thisis glad tidingsof salvation
to all people, glad tidings of salva-
tionin this age of unbelief, which
might besaid to bean age of univer-
sal darkness and ignorauce concern-
ing Jesus Christ, There is scarce-
Jy a maun to be found who knews
anything about God and who be-
Jieves in  the literal resurrec-
tion of the body. Even min-
isters as well as wembers of the
various denominations are in this
eondition, It is a great blessing
{hat at such a time as this there is
a people upon the face of the earth
who testify, in all sclemuity and
boldness, before God, before angels,
and before men, that God bas spok-
en from the heavens, that he has
bivken the gilence that has reigned
for ages over the world and has
once more communicated his mind
and will to man. That in this age
these ‘‘glad tidings’> have been
communicated from the heavens
by the ministrations of holy angels
and the voice of God himeself,

Now this is the message of glad tidings
which the Latter-day Saints have to bear,
not to themselves and their ehildren alone,
but to all the inhabliants of the earth,
and to every nation and kindred, tongue
and people, that God lives, that Jesus
lives, that the same powers exist as ex-
isted anciently, tbat the same gospel is
powerful to salvation to-day as it was
eighteen hundred ycars ago, that the Holy
Ghost exists, and that men ean recelve it
by taking the course pointed out by the
gervauts of God anciently. Who would
not be gladdened by ench a wmessage, if
they could believe it to be true? Would
not ministers rejolee init? Wounld not the

le? Would not all the inhatitants nf
he earth rejoice and praise Ged, if they
could belicve such tidines as these? The
fact that they do not belicve them does
not lessen their value, their truthinlness,
nor their imporiance. ‘Ihiere are those
who do believe them, they uie found in
hese . mountaing, they are Latler-day
inig, but called ‘*Mormons” by those
who do not choose to give them tkeir pro-
rname; and they differ from every re-
igious gect and denominsation in Christen-
dom. Thelr belief is that God has re-
vealed himselfl to man in the day and age
in which we live, has restored the ever-
lasting gospel, the Holy Ghost, and the
gifts and graces thereof. I do not believe
there is a man in Christendom, nor in
| heathendom, nor upon the whole face of
the earth, however wicked he might be,
who would not in his secret heart be thank-
ful if he urderstood and knpew Lhese
things for himself: bat there ig that unhe-
lief and hardnegs of heart, there is that
power the adversary exercises over the
children of men, which bLlinds thelr eyes
and beclouds their understanding, mak-
ing the things of Ged appear unreasonable
to them; until it becomes fashionable fer
men  of edueation to think it necessary
that they shounld doubt the cxistence of
God and of Jesus Christ and the atone-
ment, because, forsooth, they cannot
comprehend the plan of redemption in all
its details. DBecause the resurrection can-
not be understood by them, they must de-
nythe truth of theresarrection and conbt
| and deny the truth of the atonement and
mediation of Jesas ‘Christ. This is fash-
ionable in these days. Yet here is a peo-
ple, and I rejoice In it, who do believe in
God, who testify that they Know God
lives; that they know that Jesusis the Sa-
viour of the world: that they know 1ihat
the Holy Ghostis pesured out upon men
| who obey and do his will; who now testi-
fy that they know that God bestows bLis
gifts and bLlessings upon wan as he did
in anclent days. 7To me it is exceedingly
interesting to know that there is a people
in these mountains who cherigh this faith,
nutwithstanding their weaknesses and
failiogs, and notwithetanding some of
them turn away from the truth and be-
come aliens to the covenants of Christ.
Notwithstanding all these things, =stiil
there is & people who do bave tuis faiths
who cherish it, and who seck to teach it
1o their ehildren after them.

But it is important for us that we shonld
look well to our ways, whether we appre-
ciate the blessings God has bestowed up-
on us, and pulthem toa proper use, or
not. How can we know that Jesus is the
Christ and that be livee? How can any
man know it? Ihave many times in my
life been inguired of by intelligent men
upon this point. “You say that Jesus
lives, how do you know it? You say
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there is a resurreclion of the bedy andf

that you know it. How do you know it
Itis only a few weeks ago that & gentle.
man of superior abilities and excellent
culture, a man for whom I had formed
congiderable attachment, sald, ‘I would
give all the world, if I had it, to know
what you ray you know. Yon say you
konow God lives, you say you know that
Jesur is the Savieur of the world, you
gay Lhere I8 a literal resurreetion- of the
body. I do nof know these things, I can-
not find ont anything about them. My
reason cannot be satisfied with the prinei-
ples offered to me in favor of these ideas.”
And he thought I onght to be a most hap-
py man to have such a faith.” I told him
that he could have it by taklng the course
God bad pointed out, Can any of us
know these things by reading thbe Bible
or by hearing our fathers say so? No, the
information derived from such a source is
only a matter of belief. The Mohamme-
dan believes in the Koran, and that Mo-
hammed was a true propbet, because his
parents teach him so. And shall the be-
lievers in Jesus Christ and in his atone-
ment base bis faith upon no better founda-
tion than this? The heathen believes his
doctrine and teaches it to his children,
Beliel alone is not sufficient. We must
know, if we ever get eternal life. *‘To
know God and Jesus Christ whom he Las
sent is life eternal.” -

What difference is thare between Chris-
tians and Mohammedans upon this point?
The Christians believe that Jesus is the
Christ, because the Bible says 8o, the Mo-
hammedans base their belief in Moham-
med bvecanee their fathers and mothers
tell them he was a prophet and the Koran
ie true. Jesus gays; “If any man will do
his (the Father's) will, he shall know ol
thé doetrine, whether it be of God, or
whether 1 speak of myeelfl.”” He also
eays, “I am the way, the truth and the
life.”” His apostle Peter says; ‘‘Repent
and be baptized, ¢very one of you, for the
remission of sins and ye shall receive the
Holy Ghost.” This was the promise, and
through it every minister claiming to be
authorized to represent the gospel can be
tested. He who is a minister of Jesus
Christ has the right and authority to make
certain promlses to believers, and these
promises heaven will fulfil and man can-
not. 1f a man come forward professing
to bea minister of Jesus . Christ, promis-
ing the believers that they should receive
the Holy Ghost by complying with certain
conditions, and the promise fails in its
fuifilment, what evidence has such a on
that the minister is sent of God? None
at all. But if a man come, eaying, ““The
Lord bas sent me forth; L have been called,
commissioned avd ordained and have the
authority to go forth and eall upon the
people to repent and be baptized, and if
they do so they shall receive the Holy
Ghost through the laying on of bands;” if
the people, after obeying the requirements,
do recelve the Holy Ghost, they then have
a testimony that hels a man of God.
This, when received and retainéd, is an
ever living; cver present witness, It is in
this way that the Latter day Saints kuow
that this Is the goepel of Jesus Christ,
they know that Jesus is the Saviour of the
world because they have reccived the
promised blessings. But will tbe recep-
tion of one item of knowledge alone eave
us? No. We must grow from faith to
faith, from knowledge to knowledge, cul
tivating and cherishing the knowledge
which our Father has given us until we
arrive at power and recelve gifts we donot
now enjoy. This is the privilege of the
Latter-day Sainte. It 1s not a knowledge
besed upon some past experience, but 1o
know to-day, to have a living faith within,
by conmunion with God by baving our
prayers answered, This Jatler is one of
the best and surest evidences man can
have. When he is in difliculty, when in
danger, ke can go to God and ask him to
_grant him the deliverauce he needs and he
receives it. .

Of what value is religion, unless this
blesging can be enjoyed? I carenot how
much piety people may affect, if they do
not have their prayers answered there is
not much real, live faith eonoected with
their religion. This is a good test for us.
Do we live in such cloge communiou with
God, day by day—not in the remeémbranc-
es and reminiscensges of the past, but Jiv-
ing in the knowledge of to-day—tbat we
can o to him asking in the name of Jesus
and receive an answer to our prayeis?
That is a test of fellowship with God and
of gospeltruth. This ought to be the ex-
perience. of every onc every day we live,
not, as I eay, dealing in the remembrance
of past favors, not somelhing we received
when we joined the church or during some
gsunbsequent time, but because of favors
we receive and enjoy to-day. This is hap-
piness which the world eannot give nor
take away, that makes a man happy in
the midst of his enemies. lLike Danicl he
may be cast among wild beasts, or like ihe
three Hebrew children he may be thrown
into a fiery furnace, still he Is happy and
can praise his God. Our religion cannot be
lnid aside as we would our Sunday gar-
menie, and be forgotten until the follow-
ing Sunday. 1t isa religion that enters
into our every-day dealings with man, of
parcnts with children and children with
parents, we carry it in our cotire lives and
we exhibitit in the fruits of our lives,
dealing kindly and mereifully, justly and
honorably one with another, administering
the words of consolation to those who are
afflicted, enjoying the spirit of it when we
get up in tbe morning and through the
day, until we retire atenight. This is the
way to live, and for this purpose God has
revealed the gospel. Anything short of
this is not true religion. The man who
does not so live does not enjoy the bless-
ings God is willing to bestow upon him.
You bave tfested this, you Latter-day
Saints who have been members of this
church since ite early rice. Were you not
happy when your enemies were persccut-
ing you, when you were driven from your
hones? Were yon ever more kappy than
when upon the plains, trusting entrely in
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rovidence of God, travelling Jike
Ahmgnm did, not knowing whither yon
were going? And were you not happ
when you eame here in the midst of pri-
vations? Certainly you were. Happiness
was in your heartg, and gladdened your
countenances., Why? DBecause the peace
of God was within you, it rested upon
you and you xejoiced in it. For this pur-.
se religion, as itis called, is revealed.
Vhut is religion? Doestrue religion make
man different from what he is naturally?
Y es, it can do so if his naturelis defective;
if he inherit bad paseions, improper ap-
petiles and wrong inclinations, it enables
him to subdue them. Somesuppose it is
ginful to be merry, to dance or to witness
amusements. Young people, especlally in
the world, often say, *‘1 don't want to be
religious; I'll putit off untill getold; I
want to enjoy myself.” These ideas have
their origin in falee traditions. There is
nothing that affords real happiness except
in keeping the commandments of Jesus
Christ. Our holy religion iocorporates
every bleesing man can enjoy: there is no
good thing you can desire in righteousness
that is not incorporated in the religion of
Jesus Chirist.  God, who created us, knew
the wants of cur being, and therefore,
adaptied the gospel to our natures.

It is generally thought that “‘Mormon-
ism* is going to the wall because men and
women Jeave the church. It has often
been said, let Fasghion be introduced and
ministers be sent here, let mines be discov-
ered, and other agencies be brought to
bear, and the problem ef ‘‘Mormonism™
wnuid goon Lhen be solved. 1 have no
doubt that many people who are called
Latter-day Saints have succumbed to
drunkenness and perhaps to other vices.
But does this affect the truth? Is thst
any evidence thal ““Mormonism,” or the
Gospel of Jesus Christ,is to be overthrown?
Not in the least. I cannotshare in the
gloomy apprehensions that some are dis-
posed to ihdulge in respecting the future
of this people. 1 think there never wasa
time when the prospects of the future of
the church were better than they are st
present. I donot antlcipate disaster. I
expect men will fall away:; this has
beenm the caese .always, and as long as
the adversary has power over the children
of men it will continue to be go. I thank
God that certain men have a disposition
to leave this church, and so draw the line
between those who are eerving the Lord
and those who are not. I mourn that
men should be so unfortunate; but when
I see the work of cleansing going on it Is
an evidence to me that the body of the
church is healthy. 'We are being brought
in contact with the vices of the world, and
if Latter-day Salnts cannot retain their
faith in the midst of these things the
sooner they become disfellowshipped the
better for the church. If, however, we
can endure all things for the sake of the
gospel of Christ, if we can maintain the
faith valiantly, in prosperity as well as in
adversity, then is our faith grounded up-
on the rock. It would make no difference
to such le if there were five thousand
liquor and gambling saloons in our city,
they would be unmoved and undisturbed
by such things, God will have a tried and
chos=n pe even a8 gold is seven times
purified; if, therefore, there be any dross
about us it will be taken away. If perse-
cution will not do it, it is very probable
the Lord will use other agencies to bring
about the same purpose, so that the end
will be accomplished.

I bear testimony that this is the work
of God. I know, as well as I know I live,
that God raised up Joseph Smith and be-
stowed upon him knowledge and power
and enahled himn to organize the church of
Ckrist in its primitive purity, as it exists
and flourishes to-day, in these mountains,
I know also that he has bestowed the
same vower and authority upon his eer-
vant Brigham, and I know, toe, that the
people who will obey his ceunsels will be
blessed, a8 they always have been, and
that the anger of the Lord will be enkin-
dled against the people unless they do
obey him, because the Lord has get him
to suideand to lead this people. To lead
the  jeople blindly without knowing
themeelves whither they ara going? No,
certainly not. When the President ol
this church gives counsel, it is the privi-
Jege of the Lalter-day Baints to know,
for themselyes, by the testimeny of Jesus
within them, that such couneel is right,
and no higher testimony can be given any
mean than this. Itis the privilege of all
to know whether this is the work of God
or not, according to the Suvivur's promliee,
which Jeaves the world without exéuse.
it is a matter of great importance for a
man to teslify before God and angels that
these things &are true. If he be an impos-
tor, then the responsibility of that man Is
dreadful; if his testimony be true, then
those who hear and rejoct il asenme great-
er responsibility. Thuat God ay help us
fo stand pureand unsputted before him,
is my prayer in the name of Jcsus.

Amen.
e N— - - e —

The Wondrous Power of Patton.

the
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Oliver A. Pattoun is the name of
the Land Register :«t Balt Lake
City. Heis a great nian. Probably
the public would novt know this if
it were not announc. i in this man-
ner, It is quiteunlike«ly that either
the person or the ciiice would be
considered worthy of any special
notice, unlesssome peculiar circums-
ntainﬂeﬂ directed attention to him
or it.

This great man is above the law.
The reason is because he is a land
register. Wheun he acls it is asan
executive officer of the United
States, and so long as he does not
call himself O. A Patton, buta
United States officia!, he can sieze
other people’s timbLer and sell it,




