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Hemans, about the death of the flow-
ers? I have forgotten the exact tltle
and even the words; but after the Kijll-
ing frosts of awtumn the ‘'last rose’ ac-
counts for her changed appearance by
saying that she has ‘looked on death.'"™
. Surely, if horrible sights and sad
experiences leave their Impression on
the human countenance, these have
. reason for the alteraton. Let me tell
you a few unvarnlshed truths In the
fewest posible words.

gurgeon General Sternberg announced
im the beginning that he had no
use for “women's work and women's
tears, and only the other day relter-
ated that he did not want any fe-
male nurses in the army. Therefore
he has opposed the Red Cross in every
way, refusing to permlt it to follow the
army. His own plan of caring for sick
and wounded soldiers may be well
enough In theory, to talk about in
Washington, but for practical use on
the fleld of battle It has been woefully
demonstrated to be of no use whatever.
An.army on the march in a strange
country, cannot carry along ample fa-
cilities for hospltal work, to be made
available when most needed—during
and immediately after an engagement
This is the peaceful province of the
Red Cross—to follow closely in the rear,
protected by the treaty from the bul-
lets of both armles; and had it been
allowed to do 80 In Cuba, thousands of
preclous llves might have been saved.
The Sternberglan theory is directly re-
sponsible for at least half of the 3,000
deaths whieh have occurred since July
ond—to say nothing of the hundreds
now dying from subsequent unmneces-
sary bardshlp and exposure.

Although discouraged in every way
by the heads of the army, the Red Cross
persisted in following as olosely as pos-
gible: and so—thank heaven!—the sup-
ply ship, State of Texan, hapnened to be
near when the first great battle oc-
curred. You have heard how our boys
went into the fight hungry, haw they
1ay !p the trenches for two aays almost
without food, and how the wounded
were afterwards ordered to make their
way to the rear as best they could.
Afen with desperate wounds had to walk
or crawl—perhaps a mile, perhaps five
or six mlle—In some cases ten or fifteen
miles—not over good, smooth roads, hut
over a wild, rough country, where the
tratls were rendered almost impassible
by daily ralns and heavy army wagons.
Those whowere least Injured. nssisted
their comrades, and hundreds dled by
the wayside. Had not the Bternbergian
theory been inexorable, the Red Cross
wonld have been promptly on hand with
ambulances, eguipped wWith every con-
venience, and the first hospital camp
would have been close by the fleld of
battle. Those of the wounded who lived
to reach the place designated, were at-
tepded to as rapldly and efficiently as
possible, by the half dozen army sur-
geons who had nothing sat hand for
thelr awful work, Some of thelr Instru-
inents were in their pockets, but anes-
thetles, bandages, medicins and fond
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were entirely lacking;and so Insufficlent:

was the surglcal force that numbers of
the wounded lay unattended for days
before thelr turn came. The soldiera
clothes were soaked with rain and stiff-
ened with*mud from the trenches, so

that they had to be removed before an|

operation, and could not be put on
again. Men were taken from operating
tables, perhaps minus a leg or an arm,
or with bodles desperately torn by
Mauser bullets, and 12id on the wet
zround, naked as the minute they were
born, without shelter, and in the ma-
jority of cases without even a blanket.
And there they lay, suffering, dying,
unattended, without food ur water, and
for two long, awful days. To add to the

horrors of that Golgotha, it rained in-.

cesgantly, and the army hospital corps,
like the foolish virgins of the Serip-

tures, had forgottne to provide oll; so
there was no llght but that of the weep-
ing skies and an occasional flickering
candle, by which to saw human bones
and to cut into quivering flesh, without
the hlessed boon of chloroform. When
the little band of the Red Cross finally
forced its way to the spot, the ladles
of the party wadlng walst deep In the
surf to reach the shore and walking
miles Inland, Miss Barion Knew exactly
what to do. Asking leave of nobody,
she dlrected flres to be bullt as quickly
as possible with the rain-soaked ma-
terials at hand,and over them were put
her big granlte kettles, filled with water.
In some of them good, strong, gruel,
was made, and cans of condensed mllk
stirred into others. Plenty of oll ang
lanters were provided,and with her usu-
a} wonderful foresight, Miss Barton had
brought along a’ quantity of cotton
cloth, This she tore Into strips, the
length of a sheet, and sent the men of
her pariy ahead with tlights to cover
the naked sufferings.The women quick-
ly followed, each with a tin cup and a
steaming bucket of milk or gruel. They
found many of the soldiers unconsclous,
others delirious or raving, howling and
cursing in agony.Kneellng beside each,
the little band of workers lifted the
poor heads in their arms and put be-
twen the parched lips the first taste of
food they had had for days.

Gradually, consciousness returned to
many who had passed almost beyond
the border l!lne of the unknown, and
the llght of reason returned to eyes
filled with frepzy. Thus hundreds of
mother's boys were saved. who in a few
hours more of Sternbergism would have
been beyond mortal ajd; and the last
moments-of others were soothed by the
knowledge that they had not been ut-
terly abandoned by God and man. No
wonder that bearded men wept Ilke
children and blessed the angels of mer-
¢y as they passed. All nlght and all
day, and another night and day,the de-
voted little band worked unceagingly,
without a thought of rest or food for
themselves; and today many a moth.
er's boy I8 in the land of the living,
who but for the unweicomed Red Cross
would be sleeping In the long sleep in
that modern Golgotha.

FANNIE BRIGHAM WARD.

AN HONEST STATEMENT.

The "News' Is In recelpt of the fol-
lowing, which it publishes with an en-
dorsement because of the falr-minded,
upright, independent trend of thought
which It exhibits. If all would be as
just the world would be much bebter
off and the ocause of Christlanity be
greatly advanced:

Salt Lake City. Utah,
Beptember 2nd, 1898,

In the morning local papers I read the
report of the Presbyterian miniaters
met in their formatl assembly at Mantt
and speaking in thelr ofMclal capacity;
and It grieved me to the heart. I could
not help contrasting the gentle dignity
and kind spirit of your editorial com-
ment with the feverish anxijety of the
crltics to repent of thelr neighbor’s
sina.

The writer iz a clergyman In good
standing of one of the leading Protes-
tant churches in Amerlca, has done
clerical work In different towns of the
State and believes he is as close an ob-
server and as Intelllgent a reasoner as
any one in the late Presbyterian meet-
ing; and yet he feels sure he could not
endorse their unanimous conclusions In
regard to Mormonizsm. I came to this
State surcharged with prejudices and
preconceptions against the Mormon
Chureh and its adherents. I am happy
to say that I find no difference—cer-
tainly no marked difference—between
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the Mormons and any other kind of
Christian religlonists. Of course, 1
'am taking Into consideration all the
facts in the case—origin, educatlon, in-
tellectuality, intelligence and past and
{ present environments. As I take all
these things into consideration; as ¥
watech the fervor, devotlon, earnestnesa,
self-sacrifice and the missionary zeal
Iand labors of the Mormons; as I regard
| the industrlous, simple, honest iives of
the people; as I consider the “mlighty
works they have wrought’ In conquer-
ing the desert, bujlding citles and erect-
Ing mopumental structures; and as I
wonder, the words of the gentlie Master
—"by their fruits ye shall know them,"
] falter where I firmly trod”—I ask
myself, Can it be that these are pot
the chiidren of God also? And “whom
art thou that judgest apother man's
slave? To hls own master he standeth
or falleth.”

I have found among the Mormons
the good and the bad, as I have among
every other kind of people, I have
found the same kind hearts and ready
hands, the same human weaknesses
and failings that obtain everywhere,
Apart from mere matters of belief, I
see little difference between Gentlle
and Mormon.

As to the charge that the Mormon
Church dictates the political conduct of
its adherents, I do not believe that it is
more true than is the case with any
other Chrlstian organization similarly

situated. It s Inevitable under the
peculiar cirecumstances that some mem-
ber of the Mormon Church should

seek counsel and advice from their ec-
clesiastical leaders in whose integrity
they have unbounded confidence, as to
nis political duties, What more nat-
ural than that he should be advized to
the best of the abillty of his leaders?
What Roman priest or Protestant
preacher would refuse to inform and
advise an Ipquiring parlshoner abdut
his elvie duties? The Mormon counselor
may be a Republican or Democrat or
Populist. WIll the Democratic Blshop
advige the layman to vote the Repub-
1ean ticket? Well, hardiy!

But the first resolution of my worthy,
brethren would lead one to believe that
this accusation against the NMormon
Church was a nhewly dlacovered crime,
which had never been heard of before.
What one of the leading Chrlstian
churches has not in thé past, and does
not now, meddle with politics? Has the
Roman chureh in Spain nothing to do
with politica? Did not the Methodist .
chureh in 1844 both antieipate and
precipitate the civil war, ‘and does It
not now keep up the old fight after
every one else has abandoned septiond
alism? Does not one see today on op-
posite sides of the street, facing each
other, in the same towns, an “M. E.
chureh, north.” and an "M. F.. church,
south?" Did the Presbyterlan church
of New England never dictate polities
to the people, and has it nothing to do
with politics in Scotland? I read the
manifesto of April 6 186, and I un-
derstoo it then, and understand it
now, as explained in your editortal.
Surely, a church has a right to discl-
pline and control its clergy. Even the
mild Eplscopal church hag a canon
about its clergy bearing arms In de-
fense even of thelr country.

As to the capture by Mormons of the
publi¢ schools, I presume the matter of
the High School last year is indicated,
If so that was defeated for all time,
and by Mormon votes. As to the ef-
fort to place Mormon teachers in the
public schools, there may be here and
there some over-zealous official who
gp seeks to curry favor, as he supposes,
or thinks he does God service, but X
have entirely failed to find an author-
ative propaganda of that kind.

I can only notice one other item: the
charge contained in the third resolution




