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President BRIGHAM YOUNG,
delivered in the Tabernacle, Salt
Lake City, May, 14th, 1871,

REPORTED BY DAVID W, EVANS.

By

I soMETIMES ask the Saints a question
with regard to our meetings, but 1 have
not done so lately. We come here on
Sabbath mornings to this large hall, which
will contain a great manypeople, but only
a few, in prﬂgnrtinu to the number there is
in thecity who should pehere,attend; and I
ask myself and have heretofore asked the

gople why they donot attend? Do they
ove their meetings, do they love their re-
ligion, and do they love to hear the ser-
vants of the Lord bear . testimony to the
truth? How is it? Perhaps many of the
brethren and sisters think we are notas
interesting in our conversation as we
should be. I will say to such, we will
give the ground toyou at any time you
will take the stand, and we will sit and:
hear. But when we talk fo you we give
you such ideas as we have, and we clothe
them in the best language that is in our
possession, according to the ability and
the gift and grace that we possess. heth-
er they are interesting to you or not is not
for me tosay. It is true the Saints may
ask me why I do not attend meetings more
strictlythan I do. I will say that, in my
life, I have been very strictin atteadin
meetings, and when I attend now 1 fee
that the Saints require me tospeak to them;
this is their desire and their faith;but I have
met with and talked to them and the in-
habitants of the earth so much that I very
frequently feel that my talk is almost
finished, it is pretty much gone out of
me; not the subjects to talk upon or the
ideas, but the strength of my human ex-
istence, and in consequence of this during
the winter just passed I have stayed at
home., I have not asked the Saints to ex-
cuse me on this accouans, for I think that I
know my own duty and what I should or
should not do better than anybody else;
but as I am feeling much better with re-
gard to my stomach and langs, though I
have no complaint to make of my lungsas
to the wind chest,—I have plenty of
strength there; but the organs of Blpﬂﬂﬁh in
this tabernacle of mine are actually worn;
but as I am feeling better I expect to meet
with you more frequently.

It is my highest delight and pleasure to
serve God and keep His commandments;
there is great delight in the law of the Lord
to me, for the simple reason,—it is pure,
holy, just and true; and those principles
which the Liord has revealed are the only
oorrect principles that man possesses on
the earth. e may imagine to ourselves
that we possess a great deal of human wis-
dom independent of the Lord, but this is a
mistake, for every truth that is in the pos-
session of the children of men wupon the
earth came from God. The sciences un
derstood by man came from God, and when
we demonstrate a truth, we demon-
strate a portion of the faith, law or
power by which all intelligent beings ex-
ist, whether in heaven or on earth, conse-
qently when we have truth in our posses-
sion we have so much of the knowledge of
God, I delight in this, because truth is
calculated to sustain itself; it is based upon
eternal facts, and will endure, while all
else will sooner or later perish.

It was observed here just now that we
differ from the christian world, in our re-
ligious faith and belief; and so we do ver
materially. I am not astonished tbat in-
ﬁdaung %ravails to a great extent amon
the inhabitants efthe earth, for the religious
teachers of the people advance many ideas
and notions, for truth, which are in oppo-
sition to and contradict facts demon-
strated by science, and which are generally
understood. Says the scientific man, *Ido
not see your religion to be true, I de ot
understand the law, light, rules, religien
or whatever you call it, which you say God
has revealed; it is confusion to me, and if I
submit to and embrace your views and
theories I must reject the facts which
science demonstrates to me." This is the
position, and the line of demarcation has
been plainly drawn, by those who profess
christianity, between the sciences and re-
vealed religion. You take, for instance,
our geologists, and they tell us that this
earth has been in existence for thousands
and millions of years. They think, and
they have good reasons for their faith, that
their researches and imvestigations enable
them to "Ylemonstrate that this earth has
been in existence as long as they assert it
has; and they say ‘‘If the Lord, as religion-
ists declare, made the earth out of nothing
in six days, six thousand years ago, our
studies are all vain; but by what we can
learn from nature and the immutable
laws of the Creator as revealed therein, we
know that your theories are incorrect and
consequently we must reject your religions
as false and vain; we must be, what you
call infidels, with the demonstrated truths
of sciénce in our possession; or, rejecting
those truths, become enthusiastics in, what

you call, christianity.”

In these res

in anyparticular, You may take geology,

for instance, and it is a true science; not
that I would say for a moment, that all the

conclusions and deductions nf’ its profes-
gors are true; but its leading principles are;

Y | earth or

pects we differ from the
christian world, for our religion will not
clash with or contradict the facts of science
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they are facts,—they are eternal; and to
assert that the Lord made this earth out of
nothing is preposterous and impossible.
God never made something out of nothing;
it is not in the economy or law by which
the worlds were, are, or will exist. There
is an at«erni?
matter; and if we but understand enough
of the Lord and his ways, we would say that
He took of this matter and organized this
earth from it, How long it has been or-
ganized it is not for me to say, and I do not
care anything about it. As for the Bible
account of the creation we may say that the
Lord gave it to Moses, or rather, Moses ob-
tained the history aod traditions of the
fathers, and from these picked out what
| he considered necessary, and that account

has been handed down from age to age, and
we have got it, ne matter whether it is cor-
rect or not, and whether the Lord found
the earth am%t and void, whether He made
it out of nothing or out of the rude ele-
ments; or whether He made it in six days
or in as many millions of years, is and will
remain a matter of speculation in the
minds of men unless He give revelation on
the subject. If we understood the process
of creation there would be no Intyatary
about it, it would be all reasonable and
Flafn, for there is no mystery except to the
gnorant. This we know by what we have
Jearned naturally since we have had a
being on the earth. We can now take a
hymn book and read its eontents; but if
we had never learned our letters and knew
nothing about type or paper or their uses,
and should take up a book and look at it,
it would be a great mystery; and still more
so would it be to see a person read line after
llnet,l and give expression therefrom to the
sentiments of himself or others. But this
is no mystery to us now, because we have
learned our letters, and then learned to

lace those letters into syllables, the sylla-
“}:n into words and the words into sen-

ces.

Fifiyor a hundred years ago, if any one
had told the people of the East Indies that
water could be congealed, and form ice so
thick and hard that you could walk on and
drive teams over it, they would probably
havesaid ‘*we donot believe a word of it.”

Why? Beecausethey did not know any-
thing about it. A gmpar reply for all
mankind to make under similar circum-

thing about what you say, and do not
know whether we should have faith in it
or not. Perhaps weshould, but we have
| no evidence at present on which to found
such a belief.”” You go down south here
among some of our native Indian tribes,
where some of the very best of blankets
are made, and you will find them twisting
their yarn with their fingers and little
sticks, and their loom attached to the limbs
of trees for weaving purposes. Show them
a loom such as white people use, and it
would be a perfect mystery to them. Sixty
or seventy vears ago a loom worked by
water power would have been a mystery to
an American, but there is no mystery in
that to-day, because the process is under-
stood. So it is with the Hast Indians and
ice, for the chemist now, by a chemiecal pro-
cess, will congeal the water and make ice of
it before their eyes, and it is in this way, by
testimony, evidence and demonstration
that ignorance and prejudice are removed,
faith implanted and knowledge acquired.
It is so with regard to all the facts in exist-
ance that we do not understand.
+ We differ very much with; Christendom
in regard to the science of religion., Our
religion embraces all truth and every fact
in existence, no matter whether in heaven,
hell. A factis a fact, all truth is-
sues forth from the Fountain of truth, and

g | the sciences are ficts as far as men have

proved them. In talking to a gentleman
not long ago, I said, “The d is one of
the most scientific men that ever lived; ?ﬂ
bhave no idea of the knowledge that He has
with regard to the seciences. If you did
but know it, avﬁ truth that you and all
men have acquired a knowledge of through
study and research, has come from Him,—
He is the fountain whence all truth and
wisdom flow; He is the fountain of all
knowledge, and of every true t£ri::1<:i le
that exists in heaven or on earth.” e
gentleman said thatsuch ideas conflicted
with his traditions; but said he, “I like to
hear such talk and such principles taught,
for we do know, from scientific research
and investigation, that certain facts exist
in nature which those called Christians
discard or throw away; they do not want
anything to do with them; they say this
has nnl;hinf to do with religion; but you
talk very different to this.”

Yes, we do differ in these respects from
the Christian world: with them itis *‘glory,
hallelujah,”” shouting ‘‘praise the Lord,”
singing, praying and preaching; and when
they are out of meeting they are too apt to
enter into the spirit of the world. There-
ligion that we have embraced must last a
man from Monday morning until Monday
morning, and from Saturday night until
Saturday night, and from one new year
until another; it must bein all our thoughts
and words, in all our ways and dealingg:u
Wecome here to tell the people how to be
saved: we know how, consequently we
can tell others, Suppose our calling, to-
morrow, is to conduct a railroad, to go into
some philosophical business, or no matter
what, our minds, our faith, or religion, our
God and His spirit are with us; and if we
sheula happen o be foundin aroom dedi-
cated for oses of amusement and an
accident should occur, and an elder en-
gaged in the dance is called upoa to go and

lay hands on the sick, if he is not prepared
to exercise his calling and his faith in God
as much there as at any other time and in
any other place, he never should be found
there, for none have a legal right to the
amusements which the Lord has ordained

before us, and it is fall of | for His children except those,who ac-

ing!

stances, would be: “We do not know any- |

‘believein, is the ““one-man power’’ 8o much

knowledge His hand in all things'and keep
His commandments. You see from this
that our religion differs very much from
others,

A gontleman said to me not long since
“you ‘Mormons’ don’t seem to be very re-
ligious; I do not make any pretensions to
be religious; and I like you very well.” I re-
plied : **“That is a mistake, we are the most
religious people on the face of the earth.
We do not allow ourselves to go into a field
to plough without taking our religion with
us; wé do not go into an office, behind the
counter to deal out goods, into a counting
house with the books, or anywhere to at-
tend to or transact any business without
taking our religion with us, If we are rail-
roading or on a pleasure trip our God aand
our religion must be with us. Wae are the
most religious people in the world; but we
are not so enthusiastic as some are. We
have seen plenty of enthusiasm, but we do
not care about it.,” Said I: ““Thisshouting
and singing one’s self away to everlasting
bliss, may be all very well in its place ; but
this alone is folly to me; my religion is to
know the will of God and do it,”’

I will say a few words to the Saints now.
Shall I come right out flain to you?  I|
think I will. Suppose 1 were to get up a
party here and say ‘‘you are welcome, 1
will find music and a good dinner,” do you
not think this room would be crowded?
Yes, to overflowing, it would not be large
enough ; but when it is opened for the wor-
ship of God how different! O, Saints, all
the fear that I have with regarcf to us as a
people, is that we may neglect our God and
our religion! We have passed through the
narrows, and have run the gauntlet for
forty years now and bave came out un-
scathed, and what do you say? Will we
serve God ?

Latter-day Saints, have yoar children
come to meeting, éisterﬂ, et your liltle
girls go to Sunday school or come to meet-
Bretaren, let your childrea go to
Sunday school, or to meeting, and advise
znur neighbors to do the same, and let this
g

all be crowded ; and when more want to

ain admittance than it will accommodate
we will resort to the New Tabernacle, as
we intend to do this afternoon. Some of
the sisters say it is so warm in here; but
let me ask them whether they would go
without breakfast rather than cook it be-
cause the stove is hot. If there were a
breakfast or dinner here, I expect you

‘would come notwithstanding the warmth.

I do not fear the scotis of the world, but,
as 1 have already said, if 1 fear anything
with regard to this people, it is that they
will neglect God and their religion.

We have have heard some 1ngB about
Joseph Smith, this morning: rother
Woodruff has been talking about the Pro-
phet. I can say that if the whole world of
mankind had kaown Joseph Smith and
this people as well as we known them, the
biggest infidel in the world, or the wicked-
est man living, if he had not passed the da
of redemption and grace, so that the spirit
of the Lord had ceased to operate on his
mind, that man would thank God for the
Latter-day Saints, for we are for the salva-
tion of all who can be saved, and we cal-
culate to continue until the work is dome.
Jesus is our captain and leader; Jesus, the
Savior of the world,~—the Christ that we

talked about; and we calculate to do His
will as far as we know it. May God help
us to doit! Amen.

CONFERENCE AT ST. GEORGE.

By the kindness of President GGeorge
A. Bmith, we are enabled to lay before
our readers the following summary of
the report, forwarded by Elder James
G. Bleak, of a conference of the Saints,
held at 8t. George, Washington county,

U. T., on the 5th, 6th and 7th inss.:

Meeting commerced on Friday morn-
ing' at 10 a. m,, there beimg present
Elder E. Snow, of the Quorum of the
Twelve and President of the Southern
Mission; Levi W. Hancock, Henry
Harriman and Jacob Gates, of the First
Seven Presidents of Seventies; Joseph |
W. Young, Robert Gardner and James
G. Bleak, of the Presidency of the
Southern Mission; members of thal
High Couneci!, and Bishops of most of
the Wards in the Mission, together
with a large number of visiting Elders.

Meeting was opened by singing and!

pr;{ler. :

e speakers in the morning were
Presidents Joseph W. Young, Erastus
Snow and Henry Harriman; Bishop
D. MecArthur, Elders Robert Gardner

and James G. Bleak. Thesubjects alivn- |
es

ken upon were the bullding of Temp
and Tabernacles, the reception of the
Holy Ghost, the blessings of the gospel
and the necesesity of living so as to se-
cure and retain them.

In the afternoon. President Jacob
Gates, Elder David H. Cannon, Bishop
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L. Roundy, President Snow and Bp,

N. Smith addressed the meeting, the

subjects bein mininf and home manu-

facture, during which, excellent ins-

;ll'uﬂtinn and general counsel
ven, /

On Saturday morning, Conference
convened at the usual time, and was
opened with singing and prayer. The
topics of discourse were similar to those
of the previous day,—home manufaé-
tures, raising grain and fruit c¢rops,
austafnlng home institutions, building
temples, paying tithing, and other
matters of vital importance to people
séttled in a new country; and profess-
ing the religion, of Jesus Christ. The
speakers were Bishop Wm. Snow, and

regsidents Joseph W. Young and
Jscob Gates.

In the afternoon union in spiritual,
and co-operation in temporal matters;
the manufacture of iron, cotton, &e,
were forcibly dwelt upon by Bp. R.
Robinson, President Snow, Elders S.
M. Blairand J, W. Young. Mr. Lough-
ery, foreman and wmanager of the Rio
Virgen Manufacturing Company’s Fac-
tory was introduced to the congregation
by President Snow, and spoke in s
very interesting manner and in high
terms, of the capacity and condition of
the factory, its machinery, &ec., &c. He
said he had seen as good cotton raised
here as any he had seen in the East,

A letter from President B. Young on
the building of a temple in St. George
was read to the assembly,

A general priesthood meetin
held on Saturday evening, an
well attended.

On Sunday morning addresses were
delivered by Elder Robert Gardner,
President Snow, and Elder Chas.
N. Smith; and in addition to this -
the assembly voted unanimously to
sustain the general and local authori-
ties of the church,

In the afternoon the speakers were
President Levi W. Hancock, Bishops
Pace, Parker and G. H. Crosby,
Elders O. B. Adames, Geo. W. Seevy,
Jas. L. Bunting, James G. Bleak and
Patriarch W, G. Perkins.

Elder Geo. Spencer was called to go
on a mission to the Eastern States, and
President Levi W. Hancock to travel
and preach in the different settlements.

Conference adjourned until the first
Friday in November next.

Was

Was
was

oveespondence,

SPANISH Fork CITY,
May 17th, 1871,

Editor Evening News:—Dear Sir, On
Saturday the 13th we held our annual
meeting of the Mercantile Co-operative
Institution of this place, when adivid-
end of 424 per cent or four dollars and
twenty-five cents to each share of ten
dollars was declared. BSince it was or-
ganized, which is now two years, it has
exceeded our mest sanguine expecta-
tions. We have received during that
time, in dividends, more than the capi-
tal invested. The people have also sub-
scribed liberally to the county co-opera-
tive stock-raising company. About
one hundred and fifty head of cattle
have been paid in.

Last Sunday morning, at about
o clock, a bear came upon one of his
usual nocturnal visits to prey upon the
stock herded in Spanish Fork Kanyon,
Samuel M, Hicks, Andrew Dudley and
J. W. Robertson were on the look out,
and when Bruin iot near enough they
fired, each shot taking etflect. e im-
mediately sprang at them and struck
against a fence that was between them
and him; but being unable to continue
the conflict, he fell back and walked off
about a mile and was found dead at
day light by the boys. He weighed 272
lts. The bears have destroyed over
$300 worth of stock since last fall.

The health of the people is good. No
grasshoppers to amount to anything,
and our crops look excellent,

Yours truly,
WIiLLIAM GREEN,

-

CACHE VALLEY.—Elder George l.. Far-
rell, writing from Logan, on the 16th inst.,
SAYyS:

“The crops look first rate where théreare
no grassheppers, but they are very numer-
ous in many piacea, and are taking the
crops clean as they go. Many of the
brethren have lost most of their grain
ready, and they are still working vigor-
ously on both sides of the river, hut iLhey
are not discouraged yet., They are planting
corn, where the grain has been taken,
which is all in good time.”’

il
BorN.—At Lambeth, London, April 15,

Lucy, wife of Frederick Downard, of &
son.~—Mill. Star, May 2.
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