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I1 SOMETIMES ask the saints a question
with regard to our meetings but I1 have
not done so lately we come here on
sabbath mornings to this iangelargo hall which

Contain a great manypeople butbat only
a few in proportion to the number there is
in the city who should be he and I1
ask myself and have heretofore asked the
people why they do not attend do they
love their meetings do they loveiove their re-
ligionligion and do they love to hear the ser-
vants oforthoorthethe borabord bear testimony to the
truthtroth howhomhowlsIs it perhaps many of the
brethren and sisters think we are not as
interestsInteinterestingresti in our conversation as we
shouldbe I1 will say to such we will
give the ground to you at any time you
will take the stand and we will sit and
hearbear but when we talk to you we give
you such ideas as we have and we clothe
them in the best language that is in our
possession according to the ability and
the gift and grace that we possess wheth-
er they interestingare to you or not is not
for me to say ttit iais true the saints may
ask me why I1 do not attend meetings more
strictly than I1 do I1 will say that in my
life I1 have been very strict in attending
meetings andana when I1 attend now I1 feel
that the saints require me to speak to them
this is their desire and their faithfalth but I1 have
met with and talked to them and the in-
habitants of the earth so much that I1 very
frequently feel that my talk is almost
finished itisit is pretty much gone out of
me not the subjects to talk upon or the
ideasdeas bbutt the strength of my human ex-
istenceI1 and in consequence of this during
ththee winter just passed I1 have stayed at
bhomeome I1 have not asked the saints to ex-
cuse me onou this account for I1 think that I1
know my own duty and what I1 should or
should not do better than anybody else
butbrut as I1 am feeling much better with re-
gard to my stomach and lungs though I1
have no complaint to make of my lungs as
to the wind chest 1I have plenty of
astrenstrengthath there but the organs of speech in
this tabernacle of mine are actually worn
but as I1 am feeling better I1 expect to10 meet
with you frequently

it is my highest delight and pleasure to
serve god and keep his commandments
there is great delight in the law of the lord
tometo me forthefor thetho simple reason it is pure
holy just and true and those principles
which the lord has revealed are the only
correct principles that nianman possesses on
theeartathe earan bomaywe may imagine to ourselves
that we possess a great deal of human wis-
dom independent of the lord but this is a
mistake for every truth that is in the pos-
session of the children of men upon the
earth came from god the sciences un
derstood by man came from god and when
we demonstrate a truth wewo demon-
strate a portion of the faith law or
power by which all intelligent beings0 ex-
ist whether in heaven or on earth conseconse

we have truth in our posses-
sion we have so much of the knowledge of
god I1 delight iain this because truth isi
calculated to sustain itself it is based upon11

eternal facts and will endure while all
else will sooner or later perish

it was observed here just now that we
differ from the christchristianlanian world in our re-
ligious faith and belief and so we do very
materially I1 am not astonished that in-
fidelity prevails to a great extent among
the inhabitants edthe earth for the religious
teachers ofthe people advance many ideas
and notions for truth which are in oppo-
sition to and contradict facts demon-
strated by gesciencelencelonce and which are generally
understood says the scientific man 1idI do
not see your religion to be true I1 aodo nnotot
understand the law light rules religion
or whatever you call it which you say godgod
has revealed it is confusion to me and if I1
submit to and embrace your views and
theories I1 must reject the facts which
science demonstrates to me this is the
position and the line of demarcation has
been plainly drawn by those who profess
christianity between the sciences and re-
vealed religion you take for instance
our geologists and they tell us that this
earth has been in existence for thousands
and millions of years they think and
they hayehavo good reasons for their faith that
their researches and investigations enable
them to Tledemonstrate that this earth has
been in existence as long as they assert it
hasbasaasandsandand they say I1 if the lord as religion-
ists declare made the earth out of nothing
in six days six thousand years ago our
studies are all vanvain but by what wowe can
learn from nature and the immutable
laws of the creator as revealed therein we
know that your theories are incorrect and
consequently we must reject youryoun religions
as false and vain we must be what vouyou
call infidels with the demonstrated truths
of science in our possession or rejecting
those truths become in what
jou call christlchristianityanity

in thesetuse respects we differ from the
christchristianlanian world for our religion will not
clashclaar with or contradict the facts of science
in any particular you may take geology
for instance and it is a true science not
that I1 would say for a moment that all the
conclusions and deductions of its profes-
sorsborsaresorssareare true but its leading principles are

they are facts they are eternal and to
assert that the lord made thisthia earth out of
nothing is preposterous and impossible
god never made something out of nothing
it is not in the economy or law by which
the worlds were are or will exist there
is inan eternity before naus and it is fall of
matter and if we but understand enenoughough
of the lord and his ways we would say that
he took of this matter and organized this
earth from it auw long it hashag been or-
ganized it is not for me to say and I1 do not
care anything about it As for the bible
account of the creation we may say that the
lord gave it to moses or rather moses ob-
tained the history and traditions of the
fathers and from these picked out what
he considered necessary and that account
has been handedbanded down from abetoage to age and
we have got it no matter whether it is cor-
rectrectoror not and whether the lord found
the earth empty and voidvold whether he made
it out of nothing or out of the rude ele-
ments or whether he made it ina sixaix days
or in as many millions of years is and will
remain a matter of speculation in theminnminds of men unless he give revelation on
the subject ifwe understood thetho process
of creation there would be no mystery
about it it would be all reasonable and
plainuliull for there is no mystery except to the
ignorant this we know by whatwhit we have
learned naturally since we have hadbad a
beingingonon the earth we can now take a
hymn book and read its contents but if
we hadbad never learned our letters and know
nothing about type or paper or their uses
and should take up a book and look at it
it would be a great mystery and still mormoree
so would ibbeit bo to see a person read line after
line and give expression to the
sentiments of himself or others but this
is no mystery to us now because we have
learned our letters and then learned to
place those letters into syllables the sylla-
blesileseles into words and the words into sen-
tences

eifelf a hundred years ago if any one
had told the people otof the east indies that
water could be congealed and form ice so
thick and hard that you could walk on and
drive teams over it they would probably
have saidsald we donotdo not beliele a word of it

why because they did not know any-
thing about it A proper reply for all
mankind to make under similar circum-
stancesstancesq wouldwoula be we do not know any-
thing about what you say and do not
know whether we should have faith iniu it
or not perhaps we should but we have
no evidence at present on which to found
such a belief you go down south here
among some ofor our native indian tribes
where some of the very best of blankets
are made and you will find them twisting
their yarn with their fingers and little
sticksticks and their loom attached to the limbs
of trees for weaving purposes show them
a loom such as white people use and it
would be a perfect mystery to them sixty
or seventy years ago a loom worked by
water power would have been a mystery to
an american but there is no mystery in
that todayto day because the process Isis under-
stood so it is with the east indians and
ice for the chemist now by a chemical prpro-
cess

0
will congeal the water and make ice of

it before their eyes and it is in this waywakway by
testimony evidence and demonstration
that ignorance and poejuprejudiceilcelice ardare removed
faithlaith implanted and knowledge acquired
it is so with regard to all the facts in exist
anceanee that we do not understand

we differ very much with christendom
in regard to the science of religion our
religion embraces all truth and every fact
in existence no matter whether in heaven
earth or helihelfhellheli A4 fact is a fact all truth is-
sues forth from the Founfountain of truth and
the sciencesciencesq are facts as far as men have
proved them in talking to a gentleman
not long ago I1 said the lord is one of
the most scientific men that ever lived you
have no idea of the knowledge that heliashashag
with regard to the sciences if you did
but know it every truth that you and all
men have acquired a knowledge of through
study and research has come from himnim
he is the fountain whence all truth and
wisdom flow he1110 is the fountain of all
knowledgeI1 and of every true principle
that exists in heaven or on earth the
gentleman said that such ideas conflicted
with his traditions but said he 1I like to
hear such talk and such principles taught
for we do know from scientific research
and investigation that certain facts exist
in nature which those called christians
discard or throw away they do not want
anything to do with them they say thisthid
has nothing to do with religion but you
talk very mifalfferentdifferent to this

yes we do differ in these respects from
the christian world with them it is glory
hallelujah shouting praise the lord
singing praying and preaching and when
they are out of meeting they are too apt to
enter into the spirit of the world the re-
ligion that we have embraced must last a
man from monday morning until monday
mamorningrn and from saturday nnight9lit until
satsaturdayurdaadaY night and from one new year
until abnotanother it must be in allourallail our thoughts
and words in all our ways and dealings
we come herohere to tell the people how to be
saved we know how consequently we
can tell others suppose our calling to-
morrow is to conduct a railroad to go into
some philosophical business or no matter
what our minds our faith or religion our
god and his spirit are with us and if we
shoulashould happen to be found in a room dedi-
cated for purposes of amusement and an
accident should occur and an elder en-
gaged in the dance is called upon to go and

lay hands on the sick if be is not pprepared
to exercise his calling and his faith in god
aai much there as at any other time and in
any other place he never should be found
there for none have a legal right to the
amusements which the lord has ordained
for his children except those who ac-
knowledge his hand in all things and keep
his commandments you see from this
that our religion differs very much from
others

A gentleman said to me not long since
you mormonscormonsMormons dont seem to be very re-

ligious
re-

ligionsli I1 do not make any pretensions to
be religious and I1 like you very well I1 re-
plied that is a mistake we are the mmostost
religious people on the face of the earth
we do not allow ourselves to go into a field
to plough without taking our religion with
us we do not go into an office behind the
counter to deal out goods into a counting
house with the books or anywhere to at-
tend to or transact any business without
taking our religion with us ifwe are rail-
roading or on a pleasure trip our god and
our religion must be with us we are the
most religious people in the world but we
are not so enthusiastic as some are we
have seen plenty of enthusiasm buthut we do
not care about it said 1I this shouting
and singing ones self away to everlasting
bliss may be all very wewellweliU in its place but
this alone is folly to me 1 my religion is to
know the willwillotof god anand do it

I1 will say a few words to the saints now
shall I1 come right out plain to you 3

think I1 will suppose I1 were to get tipup a
party here and say you are welcome I1
will find music and a good dinner dodoudo you
not think this room would be crowdedyes to overflowing it would not be large
enough but when it is opened for the wor-
ship of god how different 1 0 saints all
the fear that I1 have with regard to us as a
peopeoplepa is that we may neglect our god and
our religion I1 we have passed through the
narrows and have run the gauntlet for
forty years now and have came out un-
scathedscathed and what do you say will we
serve god

latter day saints have boar0 1r children
come to meeting sisters iletlietletiet your little
ggirlsgirisiris go to sunday school or come to meet-
inging I1 brethrenBretBreubrenurenI1 let your chchildrenildron go to
sundaysundy school 0orr to meeting and advise
yourour neighbors to do the same and let thisthia
hallhalia be crowded and when more lanttowant to
gain admittance than it will accommodate
we will resort to the new tabernacle as
we intend to do this afternoon some ol01
the sisters say it iais so warm in here but
let me ask them whether they would go
without breakfast rather than cook it be-
cause the stove is hot if there were a
breakfast or dinner here I1 expect yonyou
would come notwithstanding the warmth
I1 do not fear the scoffs of the world but
as I1 have already saidiesaidsald if I1 fear anything
with regard to this people it is that they
will neglect god and their religion

we have have heard something about
joseph smith this morning brother
woodruff has been talking about the pro-
phet I1 can say that if the whole world of
mankind had known joseph smith and
this people as well as we known them the
biggest infidel in the world or the wicked
est man living if hebe had not passed the day
of redemption and grace so that the spirit
of the lord had ceased to operate on his
mindmindy that man would thaniethank god for the
latter day saints for we are for the salva-
tion of all who can be saved and we cal-
culate to continue until the work is done
jesus is ourout captain andarid leader jesus the
savior of the world the christ that we
bellbeilbelievebelleveevelnin is the one man power so much
talked about and we calculate to dodohlahis
will as far as we know it may god help
us to do itiit amen

conference AT ST GEORGE

by the kindness of president george
A smith we are enabled to lay before
ouroar leadersreaders the following summary of
the report forwarded by elder james
G bleak of a conference of the saints
held at st george washington county
TJ T on the fth ath and ith inas

meeting commercommencedeedced on friday morn-
ing at 10 a m there being present
elder E snow of the quorum of the
twelve and president of the southern
MisuismissionSlonblon levilev W hancock henry
harriman and jacob gates of the first
seven presidents of seventies joseph
W young robert gardner and james
G bleak of the presidency of the
southern mission members of the
high council and bishops of most of
tiietheae wards in the Missmissionlobiob together
with a large number of visiting elders

meeting was opened by singing and
prayer

i the speakers in the morning were
presidents joseph W young erastus
snow and henry harriman bishop
D mcarthur elders robert gardner
and james G bleak the subjects spo-
ken upon were the building of temples
and tabernacles the reception of the
holy ghost the blessings of the gospel
and the necessity of living so as to se-
cure and retain them

in the afternoon president jacob
gates elder david H cannon bishop

L roundyboundy presidentresiresl ent seosiosnowvi and bp
N smith addressed the meeting the
subjects being mining and home mamanuriuliu
facturejT during which excellent ins
truc tion and general counsel ivaswas
given

on saturday morning conference
convened at the usual time andaasand was
opened with singing and prayer the
topics of discourse were similar to those
of the previous day home manufac-
tures raising grain and fruit dracropsP9
sustaining home institutions building
temples paying tithing and other
matters of vital importance to people
settled in a new ebucountry and profess
ing the religion of jesusjesua christ the
speakers were bishop wm snow and
presidents joseph W young andgates

in the afternoon union inn spirlspiritualeffal
and cooperationoperationco in temporal matters
the manufacture of iron cotton ac
were forcibly dwelt upon by BDbt BR
robinsonEobinson president snow elderseiders BS
M blair and J W young mr lough-
ery foreman and manager of the rio
virgen manufacturing companasCompanys fac-
tory was introduced to the congregation
by president snow and spoke irtaintainirlaa
very interesting manner and in high
terms of the capacity and condition of
the factory its machinery ac ac he
said liehe had seen as good cotton raised
here as any he had seen in the east

A letter from presidentt B young on
hethe41 building of a temple in st george
was read to the assembly

A general priesthood meeting was
held on saturday evening and was
well attended

on sunday morning addresses were
delivered by elder robertbobert gardner
president snow and elder clitischasifN smith and in addition to this
the assembly voted unanimously to
sustain the general and local authori-
ties of the church

in the afternoon the speakers were
president lievileil W hancock bishops
pace parker and G H crosby
elders 0 B adams geo W deevy
jas ii bunting james G bleak and
patriarch W G perkins I1

elder geo spencer was called to go
on a mission to the eastern states and
president levilev W hancock to travel
and preach in the different settlements

conference adjourned until the first
friday in november next
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editor evening mewsnews dear slsirr on
saturday the we held our annual
meeting of the mercantile operativecooperativeco
institutiontion of this place when a divid-
end of 4422 J per cent or four dollars andgild
twenty five cents to each share ofoftennenfen
dollars was declared since it was or-
ganizedganized which is now two years athas
exceeded our most sanguine expecta-
tions we have received during that
time in dividenddividends more than the capcapi-
tal invested ththe people have also sub-
scribed liberally to the county co opera
tive stock raising company about
one hundred and fifty head of cattle
have been paid in

last sunday mprning at aboulabout 2
0 clock a bear came upon one of his
usual nocturnal visits to prey upon the
stock herded in spanish fork kanyon
samuel M hicks andrew dudley and
J W robertsonEo bertson were on the look out
and when bruin got near enough they
fired each shot taking effect he im-
mediately sprang at them and struck
against a fence that was between them
and him but being unable to continue
the conflict he fell back and walked off
about a mile and was found dead at
daylightday light by the boys he weighed
lbsibs the bears have destroyed over

worth of stock since last fall
the health of the people is good no

grasshopper 4 to amount to anything
andund our crops look excellent

yours truly
WILLIAM greGREENEN

CACHE VALLEYvanley eiderelder george L larlae1 a
rell writing from logan on the dinst

says
the crops look first rate where therotheroarearc

no grasshoppers but they are very numer-
ous in many placeslaces and are taking the
erocrocropsps clean as they go ManalanmandocyoCyosof t the
brethren have lost most of their grgrainalnain al-
ready and they are still working vigor-
ously on both sides of the rivelriver but they
are not discouraged yet they are planting
corn where the grain has been taken
which is all in good time

bornBOKN AIat Lambetbs la1
lucy wife of frederick dormadotardrd of a
son mikmallmirmtr star may 2


