made to praise Him.  Henece it isnot in
the light of a protest against any bills
that we attach any particular signifi-
canee to the indignation mass meetings

of the ladies of Utab.
We know that it has Jong been cus-

| tomary in the religious world, and, to

answer their base ends, among politic-
ians, and their tools—the press, to make
a terrible howl about the degraded con-
dition of the ladies of Utah, because of
the practice of plural marriage in the
Territory. This commiseration, how-
ever, isonly sham, for the majority of
those who are most loud-mouthed in
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THE RECENT MASS MEETINGS.—
THEIR EEAL SIGNIFICANCE,

THERE is an old saying, the truth of
which is seldom disputed, that great
talkers are seldom great workers; but it
will not hold good when applied to our
own nation, for in enterprise, as well as
ingenuity it is admitted, universally,
that we are ahead of the world. The
multiplicity of labor-saving inventions
abundantly attest the truth of the latter
part of the proposition; and we need
only point to the Trans-continental
Railroad,and other great works in vgri-
ous partsof the country in proof that we
are the most enterprising people in ex-
istence, If is also true that we area
mation of talkers, and it is as natural
for an Ameriean totalk as it is to eat.
Hence the coptinual holding of cau-
-cuses and conventions on almost every
conceiveable subject, from the nomina-
tion, and election of the municipal
officers of the smalleat burgh fo that of
the highest ‘officer in the land—the
President of the United States.

This itching to discourse in public is
by no means confined to gentlemen,
but the ladies of Ameriea delight to
shine in the forum, and of late years
lady lecturers on woman’s rights have
become an acknowledged public insti-
tution.

The Territory of Utah, however, has
not been a verPr profitable or lucrative
field for this class of public professon-
als, for the ladies of Utah know
that they live in & ecommunity where
woman’s most sacred rights are held in-
violate, in which any man, who would
not dare anything, even to hazarding
life itself in the defence of woman’s
honor, is deemed unworthy of a stand-
ing therein., It isto be deplored that
Utah is the only part of the civilized
world where such is the case, hence
there is some excuse for the frequent
unfeminine displays that take place
where women congregate to advocate
their{favorite movement.

A woman’s rights meeting, even in
Uiah, is not quite unknown, however,
though until a few daysagosuch a thing,
attended by ladies only, had never been
heard of. On Friday last, such a meet-
ing was held in the Tabernacle of this
eity; and in many other cities in the
Territory. But this, though, in the
atrictest sense, a woman’s rights meet-
ing, was of a very different character
from such meetings held in the States.
It was not to assert and maintain wo~
man’s equality with man, either men-
tally, at the polls, or in any other
capacity; but it was to maintain and
~asserft the dearest of all woman’s pre-
rogatives,—namely her right fo chose a
husband. In no other civiled coun-

under heaven, is this right
disputed, at least in the eye of the
law; but as measures designed to
deprive the ladies of Utah of this
most inalienable of all woman’s rights
are talked of and contemplated in cer-
fain quarters, they very properly as-
sembled to protest against them. We
refer of course to certain notorious bills
much talked of, of late, framed by
Messrs. Cragin and Callom, designed
expressly to abolish the practice of
patriarchal marriage as revealed from
heaven to, and practiced among, the
members of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints,

Now, the ultimate passage or rejec-
tion of these or similar bills by the law-
making department of our nation in
reality causes us ndanxiety: We know
in whom we have believed, the nature
of the cause we have espoused and are
laboring to sustain; and though in the
providence of our Father we, while
laboring to establish His kingdom upon
the earth, may be called, in future, as
we have been in the past, to endure
persecution and tribulation, we know
that all things that may come along
will be overruled by Him for the sanc-
tification of His nts and for the
triumph of His kingdom upon the
earth, and that even the wicked will be

its expression would extend no more
real sympathy towards those whose
condition they profess to commiserateso
deeply than a ravenous wolf would to a
Jamb: They would lead them from the
paths of virtue, from places where the?
are h onored and their rights respect
maXke them the objects of their lust and
then abandon them to shame and in-
| famy, Even if this much vaunted sym-
pathy were real, it is entirely unneces-
sary; for, without fear of contradiction,
we assert that the moral and social con-
dition of the ladies of Utah, taken col-
ectively, is superior to that of a like
number, similarly situated with reFard
to wordly wealth, in any part of the
world.

Much of this feigned sympathy, to
which we have referred above is because,
the sympathizers say, the ladies here
are compelled to submit to the law of
patriarchal marriage, and that, had
they the power, they would gladly hail
deliverance from such a yoke, It is in
connection with this that we attach
real importance to the recent mass
meetings, because they most emphati-
cally give the lie to the above oft-re-
peated assertions of the “‘sympathizers.”

If the ladies of Utah were as degraded
and as anxious to get from under this
so-called yoke, as they are said to be, is
it to be supposed for one moment that
thousands of them would voluntarily
assemble in mass meeting and declare
their knowledge of the divinity of the

order of Patriarchial Marriage, and
their determination tosustain it? Such
a supposition would be the hight of ab-
surdity, and would be entertained by
none having substantial claims to sani-
ty or the possession of common sense.

Many of our sisters have endured the
severest trials and afflictions since their
connection with the Church of God; all
have perfect freedom, whether they re-
main true to it or not, whether they
live married or single lives, and yet
thousands voluntarily step forward and
avow their determination, come life or
death, tosustain, by their faith, prayers
and practice, the order of Heaven with
regard to marriage, and to do all in
their
to abolish the same.

Viewed in this light we think the in-
dignation meetings of the ladiesof Utah
are deserving of consideration by all;
and for the noble stand*they have taken
in defence of that which they Eknow to
be true they deserve and will receive
blessings in time and eternity.

—
THE PEOPLE OF UTAH-WHY PECU-

LIAR.

THE people of Utah have always been
called ‘‘a peculiar people,”’ and judged

by the standard which prevails else-~
where, they merit the appellation.
This peculiarity is not confined to re-
ligions matters—though it is on those
points they have principally attracted
attention up to the present—but ex-
tends to every department of life which
claims their attention. Fettered by no
rules or precedents, because they only
have age to recommend them, they
boldly ddopt and carry out everything
that practical wisdom and experience
suggest as being right and proper.
Their course in this respect startles the
old fogies who hear of their operations
from afar, and shocks their conserva-
tism, and many of them are prepared to
believe any story, however outrageous,
about a people who are so heterodox,
The want of a system of phonetic
gspelling has long been felt by philolo-
gists; isolated attempts have also been
made to supply this want, butthe effect
has been very limited. Recognizing
the importance of this subject the Re-
fants of the University of ret took
{ into consideration, and formed and
adopted a phonetic alphabet, which is
known as the Deseret Alphabet. Books
have been printed in these characters,

and the prospect is that at no distant |

date it will be universally used by the
people of this Territory. In the ado

tion of such a system as this the people
have showm their willipgness tl::: J)ia-
card an inconsistent, bar 8 style of
orthography, which is unsuited to the

frogrm of the age, and in this respect
hey are peculiar.

power to defeal measures deaigned:

[ ]

E DESERET NEWS,

The building eof the Utah Central
Rail-road is another work that exhibits
the peculiar manner in which the Eeo-

le of this Territory accomplish their

abors, It is theonly road in the United

States which has been built without
the aid of subsidies or grants from the
General or State Governments, or to-
wards which capitalists have not furn-
isbed the principal means; the only
road, in fact, built by a working peco-
ple. Batthis is not its only peculiarity:
the entire work from its inception to
its completion has been dedicated to the
Lord, the last spike, and the hammer
which drove it, both having engraved
upon them **Holiness to the Lord.”

We have alluded to the Alphabet and
the Railroad to exhibit the manner in
which the people of Utah carry out
ideas and accomplish enterprises which
seem necessary to them. They are,
however, onl
many that might be adduced. As the
community increase in wealth and
numbers their manner of doing busi-
ness will inevitably attract attention
and give them distinction as a peculiar
people., They will yet achieve a fame
and excite an admiration of which few
have an adequate conception at present.

But there is one pecaliarity which
they manifest that must excite,
in an nbaervingr mind, wvery sin-
gular feelings. he past week has
been one of jollity and wide-spread en-
joyment, in consequence of the com-
pletion of the Utah Central Railroad.
The drama has been suspended and
a series of mnqniﬁeﬂent balls have been
given at the Theatre, which was spec-
ially fitted up for the purpose, in honor
of the event. All classes have shared in
the pleasures of the season. A wvisitor
not acquainted with the people, would
never imagine that the happy, joyous
thousands whom he saw crowding the
Theatre every eveniny, peace apparent-
ly filling every heart and gladness il-
lumining every countenance, were the
““Mormons,'’ the people who, if their
ensmies could have their way, wers
so'soon to be destroyed!

Those who concoct plans for the des-
truction of the Latter-day Saints can
derive no satisfaction from the annoy-
ing effects which their plots have upon
them. It must be galling to these
wretches to see the people whom they
would destroy epjoying themselves so
heartily and being no more disturbed
by their machinations than if they
were not in existence! In this respect,
as well as in others, the people of Utah
are peculiar.,

B it =
TENEMENT

e

THENew York press is loudly calling
attention to the evils resulting to the
poorest classes of people the city con-
tains, from the tenement house system.
These tenement houses are very profit-
able investments for their ewners, prob-
ably yielding a larger rate of interest
for the outlay required to build them
than could be derived from any other
source. The great majority of them are
consfructed in the cheapest pessible
manner, and in the lowest quarters of
the city; they are erected
convenience, and, judging from the ac-
counts of them occasionally published
in the New York papers, are little bet-
ter in most respects than so many hog
pens.

In a populous city like New York
there must always be a very large num-
ber of unskillful and necessarily poorly

aid artizans and laborers; num of
oreign emigrants are also continually
arriving. All such must have shelter,
hence the necessity of cheap dwellings,
under such circumstances is absolute,
to prevent privation and suffering
among those who are thus uafortunate-
ly situnated. The cry now being raised
by the press is not againat cheap dwell-
ings for the poor, but because they are
not cheaper and better—because those
who build them take advantage of the
necessities of the poorest classes in
charging such high rents for places
absolutely unfit for human habitation.

The majority of these wretched places,
if the published accounts are true, are
destitute of every convenience requis-
ite and necessary in asanitary point of
view: they areilllighted and ill drained,
and being so densely inhabited,decen
is, of necessity, but little thought of;
and, as a* consequence, immorality
crime and disease are developed and
promoted to a lJamentable extent. Then
again, they are constructed so much on
the eggshell principle that accidents of
& serious character, through the falling
of walls, are not unusual. These con-
siderations united render the need for
reform absolute, and in advoecatingit
the press is operating in ifs legitimate
sphere, ¥

NEW YORIK EOTUSES.

Jan. 6.
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The passageof measures to effect the
reforms needed falls within the scopeof
the municipal legislatare, It could not
control the emount charged for rent,—
that must be re ulated by the ordinary
laws of trade,—out it might pass laws
compelling the ownersofsuchbuildings
to have them counstrueted =0 as to be
healthy in every respect; also preserib-
ing the number of inmates to an en-
«closure of any given size, thus compel-
ling, at least, external respect to decen-
cy. These natters are well worthy the
attention of the municipal authorities
of New York City, and there is little
doubt that s:hjects of far less moment
often occupy their time, attention and
wisdom. The legislation necessary to
reform the abuses compained of might,
however, interfere with the pecuniary

rofits of some who are in the muniei

two ipstances out of|its members,

|

ody, or wi:> have influaence with
and thus the pro-
gress of thiz much needed reform
be greatly impeded. But if those who
are really benevolent and philanthropie
wil unitedly direct their energies to
the accomplishment of this object, and
arouse public attention thnmughly to
the evils that exist they will help on
the good woik, and benefit the poor in-
comparably more than by the bestowal
of elymoseenary gifts.

Those gentlemen, too, who make it
their sole business to look after the wel-
fare of souls, might doa far worse thing
than to help on this good cause. -The
temporal welfare of thousands of the
pooy of New York City,they may think,
is not of so much importance as tickling
the ears of those from whom they draw
their heavy salaries, with their fables;
but one thing is certain—a wvast deal
nli present good would result from
p hing up and procuring temporal
salvation, in the shape of good comfort-
able dwelling bouses for the poor than
in pleturing to the wealthy the beauties
of a chimerical heaven,

An ounce of salvation to-day is worth
more than two cunces to-morrow; at
least that is the view taken Ly the peo-
ple of Utah. It is true that we ars
termed materialists, but our material-
ism leads to present and substantial sal-
vation -salvation from want and discom-
fort here to those who neea it. To
the thousands of poor people festering
and wallowing in the unwholesome
tenement houses of New York, substan-
tial, comfortable, roomy, well-lighted
dwelling houses, built on well drained
land would be a very desirable instal-

J

ment of salvation. And we hope the
efforts of the press to arouse attention
to the subject and effect the ne

reform will soon be aided and packed
up by the earnest co-operation of every
true philanthropist there, and that their
united efforts will epeedily bring about
the adoption of measures by thos® hav-
ing authority, that will lead to the

regardless of | ing

modification of the most glaring
evils and abuses of the tenement house
system, -

e~

AN “‘electrical child” which died recenftly
in France, is the latest wonder. It was
only ten months old at the time of death,
but so overchar with electricty was its
system said to that any person enter-

the room in which it received
constant m&owarful shocks. The child
died without pain, apparently; and the
medical men who were in attendance say
thatat the moment of dissolution and for
several minutes after, luminous efluvyia
proceeded from its body. The cause is
pronounced, by a leading medical journal,
to be unprecedented in the world of science.

. e

A cURIOUS case of miscegenation is neticed
in the papers. It appears that some years
ago theslavesof a rich South Carolina plan-
ter, named Purvis, formed a conspiracy to
kill hin, He was warned of the plot by a
female slave named Harriet Miller, and he
out of gratitude married her. She died a

short e ago, in anmh, leavin
property to the value of ,000. .
—— e ————————

HIS EXCELLENCY THE LATE
CHARLES DUREKEE.

Hon. Charles Durkee, our late res-
pected Governor, who died at the Coz-
zens House, Omaha, on the 14th imst.,
was a native of Vermont, being born at
Royalton, in that State, some timein
1802, The principal part of his long
and useful life, was however spent in
Wisconsin, he being among its earlier
settlersand representative men. In 1836
he commenced business in Kenosha,
then called Southport, andsoon became
widely known by his connexion with
various enterprises tending to develope
that portion of the Union. He was
elected a member of the first Legisla-
tive Assembly of the Territory of Wis-
consin, for she had not at that time
been permitted to don the robes of 8
sovereignty. He was twice elected, 1




