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THE RECENT MASS meetings
THEIR rualBEAI significance

tuetupTHERE is an old sayingsayingr the truth of
which is seldom disputed that great
talkers are seldom great workers but it
will not hoad good when applied to our
awnown nation for in enterprise as well aaas
ingenuity it is admitted universally
that we are ahead of the world the
multiplicity of laborsavinglabor saving inventions
abundantly attest the truth of the latter
part of the proposition and we need
only point to the transcontinental

other great works in vari-
ous the country in proof that we
ardare the most enterprising people in ex-
istence it is also true that we areaarearo a
nation of talkers and it is as natural
for an american to talk as it is to eat
hence the continual holding of cau-
cuses and conventions on almost every

subject from the nomina
tiontionA vandand election of the municipal
officers of the smallest burgh to that of
the highest d officer in the land the
president of the united states

this itching to discourse in public is
by no means confined to gentlemen
but the ladies of america delight to
shine in the forum and of late years
lady lecturers on womanscomans rights have
become an acknowledged public insti-
tution

the territory of utah however has
not been a very profitable or lucrative
field for this class of public professor
als for thetho ladies of utah know
thabthat they live in a community where
womanscomans most sacred rights are held in-
violate in which any man who would
notnat dare anything even to hazarding
life itself in the defence of womanscomans
honor is deemed unworthy of a stand-
ingng therein it is to be deplored that
utahtah is the only part of the civilized
world where such is the case hence
there is some excuse for theuefrequentr
unfeminine displays that take plapiaplacece
where women congregate to adadvocatevocate
their favorite movement

A womanscomans lightsrights meeting even in
utahJ h is not quite unknown however
thoughh until a few days agoapo such a thing
attended by ladies only had never been
heard of on friday last such a meet-
ing was held in the tabernacle of this
city and in many other cities in the
territory but this though in the
strictest sense a womanscomans rights meet-
ing wwasas of a very difdlfdifferent character
frofrom such meetings held iniff the states
it was not to assert and maintain wo
mans equality with man either men-
tally at the polls or in any other
capacity but it was to maintain and
assert the dearest of all womanscomans pre-
rogativesrogatives namely her righettoright to chose a
husband in no other civilized coun-
try under heaven is this right
disputed at least in the eye of the
law but as measures designed to
deprive the ladies of utah of this
most inalienable of all womanscomans rights
are talked of and contemplated in cer-
tain quarters they very properly as-
sembledbemsembledbied to protest against them we
refer of course to certain notorious bills
much talked of of late framed by

cragin and cullom designed
expressly to abolish the practice of
patriarchal marriage as revealed from

v heaven to and practiced amongamon the
members of the church of jesus christ
of latter day saints

now the ultimate passage or rejec-
tionflionlon of these or similar bills by the law-
making department of our nation in
reality causes us ndanxietyaw lety we know
in whom wowe have believed the nature
of the cause we llave espoused and are
laboring to sustain and though in the
providence olourof ouroun fathereather we while
laboring to establish his kingdom upon
the earthearthy may be called idin future agas
wevve have been in the past to endure
persecution and tribulation we know
that all things that may come along
will be overruled behimby him for the sanc
tmcation of his saints and for the
triumph of his kingdom upon the
earth and that even the wicked will be

made him hence it Is notnob in
the light of a protest against any bills
that we attach any
cance to the indignation mass meetings
of the ladies of utah

we know that it liasbas long been cus-
tomary in the religious Nworld andland to
answer their basobase ends among politic-
iansians and their tools the press to make
a terrible howl about the degraded con-
dition of the ladies of utah because of
the practice of plural marriage in the
territory this commiseration how
ever is only sham for the majority of
those who are most louiouloudmouthedloud1 mouthed in
its expression would extend no more
realkeal sympathy towards those whose
condition they profess to commiseratebeso
deeply than a ravenous wolf would to a
jambcamb they would lead them from the
paths of virtue from places where they
are honored and their rights respected
maomaemakemako them the objects of their lust and
then abandon them to shame and in
famy even if this much vaunted sym-
pathy were real it is entirely
sary for without fear of contradiction
we assert that the moral and social con-
dition of the ladiesladles of utah taken col
actively is superior to that of a like
number similarly situated with regard
to gordly wealon in auyany part of the
world

much of this feigned sympathy to
which we have referred above is because
the sympathizers say the ladies here
are compelled to submit to the law of
patriarchal marriage and that had
they the power they would gladly hailhall
deliverance from such a yoke it is in
connection with this that we attach
real importance to the recent mass
meetings because they most emphati-
cally give the lie to the above oft re
heated assertions of the sympathizers

if the ladies of utah were as degraded
and as anxious to get from under this
so called yoke as they are said tto0 be is
it to be supposed for one momemoment that
thousands of them would voluntarily
assemble in mass meeting and declare
their knowledge of the divinity of the
order of patriarch iallai marriage anandd
their determination to sustain I1itt such
a supposition would be the nighthight of ab-
surdity and would be entertained by
none having substantial claims to sani-
ty or the possession of common sense

many of our sisters have endured the
severest trials and afflictions since their
coniconnectionlection with the church of god all
have perfect freedom whether they re-
main true to it or not whether they
live married or single lives and yet
thousands voluntarily step forward and
avow their determination come life or
death to sustain by their faith prayers
and practice the order of heaven with
regard to marriage and to do all in
their power to defeat measures designed
to abolish the same

viewed in this light we think the in-
dignationdignation meetings of the ladiesladie of utah
are deserving of consideration by all
and for the noble stand taken
in defence of that which they know to
be true they deserve and will receive
blessings in time and eternity

THE PEOPLEpeoble OF UTAH WHY
kyarHAK

THE people of utah have always been
called Isa peculiar people and judged
byby the standard which prevails else-
where they merit the appellation
this peculiarity is not confined to re-
ligious matters though it is on those
points theyhe have principally attracted
attention up to the present but ex-
tends to every department of life which
claims their attention fettered by no
rules or precedents because they only
have age to fecommendrecommend them they
boldly adopt and carry out everything
that practical wisdom and experience
suggest as being right and proper
their course in this respect startles the
old bogiesfogies who hear of their operations
from afar and shocks their conserva-
tism and many of them are prepared to
believe any story however outrageous
about a people who are so heterodox

the want of a system of phonetic
spelling has long been felteyfeltfait by philolo-
gists isolated attempts have also been
made to supply this want buethe effect
has been very limited recognizing
the importance of this subbubsubjectact the re-
gents of the university of deseretaseret took
it into consideration and formed and
adopted a phonetic alphabet which is
known as the deseret alphabet books
have been printed in these characters
and the prospect is19 that at no distant
date it will be universally used by the
people of this territory in the adoadop-
tion of such a system as this the peoplepeoelsizisi
have shown their willilwillingness to dis-
card an inconsistent barbarous stylestile of
orthography0 which is unsuited to the
progress of the age and in this respect
they are peculiar

Tthe building ofcf the utah central
railroadrail road is another work that exhibits
the peculiarrmriannerannermanner in which the peo
piealepie of this territory accomplish their
labors itie is theonly foadroad in the united
states which has been builtbulit without
the aid of subsidies or grants from the
general or state governments or to-
wards which capitalists have not furnturn
asbed the principal means the only
road in fact built by a working atpeo-
ple

0
but this is not its only peculiapeculiarityty

the entire work from its inception to
its completion has been dedicated to the
lord the last spike and the hammer
which drove it both having engraved
upon them holiness to the lord

we havehava alluded to the Alpalphabethabetbabet and
the railroad to exhibit the manner inla
which the people of utah carry out
ideas and accomplish enterprises which
seem necessary to10 them they are
however only two instances out of
many that might be adduced As the
community increase in wealth and
numbers their manner of doing busi-
ness will inevitably attract attention
and give them distinction as a peculiar
people they will yet achieve a fame
and excite an admiration of which few
have an adequate conception at present

but there is oneon e peculiarity which
they manifest that must excite
in an observing mind very sin-
gular feelings the past week has
been one of jollity and widespreadwide spread en-
joymentjoyment in consequence of thetho com-
pletion of the utah central railroad
the drama has been suspended and
a series of magnificent balls haab been
divgivenen at the theatre which was spec-
ially fitted up for the purposeseinselnseIain honor
of the event all classes have shared in
the pleasures of the season A visitor
not acquaintacquaintedeilell with the people would
never imagine that the happy JOjoyous
thousands whom he saw crowding the
theatre every evening peace apparent-
ly filling every heart and giugihgladnessduess ilfl
lumining every countenance were the

mormonscormonsMormons the people who if their
enemies could have their way were
sosoon to be destroyed

those who cconcoct plans for the des-
tructiontruc tion of the latter day saints can
derive no satisfaction from the annoy-
ing effects which their plots have upon
them it must be galling to these
wretches to see the people whom they
would destroy enjoying themselves so
heartily and being no more disturbed
by their machinations than if they
were not in existence in this respect
as well as in others the people of utah
are peculiar

NEW YORKTOUR wemTEI lotseHOUSES5

T york press is loudly calling
attention to the evils resulting to the
poorest classes of people the city con-
tains I1 from the tenement house system
these tenement houses are very profit-
able investments for their owners prob-
ably yielding a larger rate of interest
for the outlay required to build them
than could be derived from any other
source the great majority of them are
constructed in the cheapest possible
manner and in the lowest quarters of
the city they are erected regardless of
convenience and judging from the ac-
counts of them occasionally published
in the new york papers are little bet-
ter in most respects than BOso many hog
pens

in a populous city like new york
there must always be a very large num-
ber of unskillful and necessarily poorly
paid artisansarti and laborers numbers ofor
foreign emigrants are also cacontinually
brilarilarrivingving all such must have shelter
hence the necessity of cheap dwellings
under such circumstances is absolute
to prevent privation and susufferingfrering
among those who are thus unfortunate-
ly situated the cry now being raised
by the press is not against cheap dwell-
ings forthefor the poor but because they are
not cheaper and better because those
who build them take advantage of the
necessities of the poorest classes in
charging such high rents for placesplates
absolutely unfit for human habitation

the majority of these wretched places
if the published accounts are true are
destitute of every convenience requis-
ite and necessary inalnain a sanitary point of
view they are ill lighted and ill drained
and being so densely inhabited decency
is of necessity but little thought of
and as a conseconsequencequeno immorallyimimmoralitymorall tydcrimeerime and disease are developed aandn
promoted to a lamentable extent then
again they are constructed so much on
the eggshell principle thatthab accidents of
a seriousamerious character through the falling
of walls arearb not unusual these con-
siderationssiderations united render the need for
reform absoluteabsolute and in advocating it
the press is operating in its legitimate
sphere

the passage of measuremeasuresstoto effect the
reforms needed falls within the scope of
the ri yitaitit could notnol
control the amount chargedchaigen for rent
that must be reregulatedutiuliterUlited by the ordinary
laws of trade out it might pass laws
compelling the owners ofsuch buildings
to hayehave them constructed so as to be
healthy in everyever respect also prescrib-
ing the number of inmates to an en-
closureoc of any given size thus compe-
lling at least external respect ttododicandecen-
cy these matterswatters are well worthy the
attention of the municipal authorities
ofnew york city and there is little
doubt that E objects of far less moment
often occupy their time attention and
wisdom the legislation necessary to
reform the abuses complainedcompained of might
however interfere with the pecuniary
profits of some who are in the municipal
body or wbwio have influence with
USits members I1 and thus the pro-
gress of thisthia much needed reform
be greatly impeded but if those who
are really benevolent and philanthropic
winwill direct their energies to
the accomplishment of this object and
arouse public attention thoroughly to
the evils that exist they will help on
the good work and benefit the poor in-
comparably more than by thetho bestowal
of gifts

those gentlemen lootoo who lakeitmake it
their sole business to look after the wel-
fare of souls might do a far worse thing
than to help on this good cause the
temporal welfare of thousands of the
poorpoo of new york City they may think
is not of so much importance as tickling
the ears of those from whom they draw
their heavy salaries with their fables
but one thing is certain a vast deal
more present good would result from
preachingaching up and procuring temporal
salvationsalvatisalvatioaoi in the shape of good comfort-
able dwelling houses for the poor than
in picturing to the wealthy the beauties
ofa chimerical heaven

an ounce of salvation todayto day is worth
more than two ounces tomorrowto morrow at
least that is the view taken by the peo-
ple of utah it is true that we anarc
termed materialistsmaterialists but our material-
ism leads to present and substantial sal

i salvation from want and discom-
fort here to those who need it to
the thousands of poor people festeringt
and mailvallwallowingowl g in the unwholesomeme
tenement houshouseses ofnew york substan-
tial comfortable roomy well lighted
dwelling houses builtbuiltbulit on well drained
jand would be a very desirable inseal
ment of salvation and we hope the
efmeffmortslorts of the press to arouse attention
totb thetho subject and effect the necessary
reform willvill soon be aided and backed
up by the earnest operationcooperationco ofor every
true philanthropist there and that their
united efforts will speedily bring about
the adoption of measures by thoathoethos hav-
ing authority that will lead to the
modification of the most glaring
evils and abuses of the tenement house
system

ayAN electrical child which died recently
in france is the latest wonder it was
only ten months old at the timetune of death
but so overchargedovercharged with electricityelectric ty was itsita
system said to be that any person enter-
ing the room in which it was received
constant and powerful shocks theceecle child
died without pain apparently and the
medical men who wonewere in attendance say
that at the moment of dissolution and for
several minutes after luminous efxaviaRavia
proceeded from its body the cause igis
pronounced by a leading medical journal
to be unprecedented in tho world of science

A CURIOUS case ofmiscegenation is noticed
in the papers it appears that some years
ago the slaves of a rich south carolina plan
tor named purvis formed a conspiracy to
kill hinbin hohe was warned of the plot bv a
female slave named harriet miller andand he
out of gratitude married herhet she died a
short tunetuno ago in PensyPensrensyanianania leaving
property to the value of

nisHIS excellency THE nateLATE
dunkeedurree

hon charles durkee our lameres
pecked governor who died at the coz-
zens house omaha on the lith last
was a native of vermont being born at
royalton in that state some time in
1802 the principal part of his long
and useful life was however spent in
wisconsin hohe being among its earlier
settlers and representative men in 1836
he commenced business in kenosha
then called southportsouthwortSouth port and soon became
widely known by his with

t various enterprises tending to developeddevelope
that portion of the union he was
elected a member of the first legisla-
tive assembly of the territory of wis-
consin for she had not at that time
been permitted to don the robes of state
sovereignty he was twice elected iti


