
m

THETH E DESERET WEEKLY
W merrillMer anton H lund and
abrahamaAbraha mH cannon patriarch john
smith of the presiding councilCouncilofof
the seventies seymour B young
john morgan and B H roberts of
the presiding bishobishopricric william
13 prestonPrestonand john WB winder

there were also present a large
number of presidents of stakes and
other prominent brethren from
various parts of utah and burrousurround-
ing

ud
states and territories

conference was called to order by
president george Q cannon

the choir sang
Olcloriousorious things of thee are spoken

zion city of our god 1

he whose word can not be broken
chose thee for his own abode

the opening prayer was offered
by president lorenzo snow

singing by the choir
how pleasant itis to see
kindred and friends agree

bach in his proper station move
andA nd each MIMI hisbis part
with sympathizing heart

in all the cares of eiflelife and love

president wilford woodruff
AIaddresseddressed the conference he said
I1 feel this morning to offer up the
gratitudelatitudeSati tude of my heart to god raymy

heavenlyeaverly father that my life has
been preserved to againagabin meet in a
semiannualsemi annual conference with the
saints I1 feel thankful that I1 have
the privilege of meeting with so
many of the apostles elders and
saints who have assembled here on
this occasion

our heavenly father revealed
from heaven over sixty years ago
to the inhabitants of the earth
through the mouth of the prophet
of god whom he raised up that
he had set his handband once moremore
for the last time to prune hia vine-
yard and to prepare the people of0
the earth for the coming of the
conofson of man over sixty years have
passed away since those revelations
were given thefhe lord called upon
the children of men to take upon
themselves the name of christ
those who were willing to enter in
the vineyard of the lord and preach
the gospel of christ to them he
gave us to understand that we should
be called to go forth and preach the
message of the son of god in this
last dispensation of the falness of
times many of those who engaged
to carry out and fulfill these
promises of god to mankind
are today in the spirit world rhey
have closed their mission they
have borne their testimony they
have fulfilled the object of their
creation they have magnified the
high and holy priesthood which the
god of heaven has sealed upon
their heads to go forth antiand admin-
ister in the ordinances of life and
salvation A few of us are left
some of us still remain hereinhere in the
flesh and we are still called upon to
labor we are still called to officiate
in the holy priesthood and to ad-
minister in the ordinances of salva-
tion to the children of men

it has been a very important dis-
pensationpensa tion a very interesting gener-
ation in which we live as latter day
saints the history of thisthia church
is before the world and we ateaie still
passing through many interesting
portions of the experience of the
work of god in the last days

I1 willwilI1 sayeay to the latter day saints
the lord has fulfilled so far all
that he has promised unto us timthe
lord hashaa called many men hun-
dreds of them from the nations of
the earth who have received the
holy priesthood the authority by
which the god of israel has aalwaysways
administered in heaven and on the
earth the ordinances of lifelif and sal

they have labored faith-
fully until the present day they
have warned the inhabitants of the
earth all nations under heaven
have been visited by the elders of
israel as far as the doors were open
to receive them the lord so far
has warned the world he hashaq so
far carried out the object of the
calling of the sons of men the gos-
pel has been preached and the chil-
dren

chil-
dred of men have heard it in every
nation including our own they
have heard the testimony of these
elders of israel and what was
the mission given to the elders
to go forth and deliver the gospel
message to all the world the peo
pie were called upon to repent of
their sins to have faith in the lord
jesus christ and when they had
faith in god in the gospel faith to
believe and receive those testimonies
given to them they were called upon
to go forth and be baptized for the
remission of their sins then they
had the privilege of receiving the
laying on of handsbands for the reception
of the holy ghost

these are some of the principles
that have been taught from the
time of father adam down to that
of every patriarch prophet apos-
tle randand even the savior himself
in their day and generation as the
only gospel ever revealed to the
human family in any age of the
world there hayhats never been but
one gospel that gospel is the
same today yesterday and forever
that gospel is the same thas was
taught by adam to his chilchildrendrell
which elijah methuselah and all
the ancient prophets and patriarchs
taught to their posterity and the in-
habitants of the earth jesus christ
taught the same when he came in
the meridian of time he never de-
viated from it in any instance paul
the apostle born in due time re-
ceived the gospel at the hands of
the lord who said though hebe or
an anangelI11 from heaven preached any90other gospel let him be accursed
that gospel was revealed to joseph
smith in all its falnessfulness pow-
er and glory with all its
graces gifts and principles he
taught it to ththoseose abouarouaroundnd hihimm bbee or-
ganized this church on the ath day
of april 1830 and through all the
tribulations persecutions and trou-
bles of the latter day saints that
same gkgospel has been among us

I1 feel thankful that I1 have lived
so long connected with this church
and kingdom and that I1 live now
in the midst of the latter day
saints As the lord has set his
hand to warn the world to warn
this generation to prune the vine
yardbardhehe will leave every nation uun-
der

n
heaven without excuse in these

days of judgments calamities and
tribulations which are about to be
poured out upon the earth

I1 feel thankful that I1 have been

associatedassociateI with this people up to the
present day how long 1 shall re-
main among the latter day saints I1 1

do not know it matters not with
me but I1 have the same testimony
to bear today thattha I1 hahaiv i had from
the commencement of this church

that it is the work of godasgod as prom-
ised and prophesied of through the
mouths of inspired men for
years I1 bear my testimony to these
things this morning

I1 hope and trust that while we
are assembled in this conference
our hearts may be united in faith
and prayer that we may enjoy the
holy spirit of god without the
inspiration of that spirit utah
would be as barren a desert as far
as we are concerned today as we
found it on the of july 1847
when you heard the gospel of
christ preached by those humblebumble
men who had been called from their
various occupations to go forth in the
lords cause inspired by the holy
ghost without purse or scrip tak-
ing no thought what they should eat
or what they should drink you
knew that what they taught was
true you heard and believed their
testimony and that same testimony
is here with this entire people
today when you received the
testimony you were baptized for the
remission of your sins you had
hands laid upon you for the recep-
tion of the holy ghost without
all this you would have remained at
home

I1 know that this is the work of
god and so do you therefore let
our hearts be thankful to god let
us unite together in our prayers to
him let us do our duty faithfully
while we dwell here in the flesh v
and carry out those principles in
which we have been taught let
us continue to preach the gospel
to warn the nations to build up zion
and establish righteousness so that
when we get through and iogo on the
other side of the vail we will be
satisfied with our labors here we
should try therefore to live our re-
ligion to be true and faithful to our
covenant sand to all those principles
of the gospel of jesus christ which
will save all men both in time and
eternity

I1 pray to gotgod my heavenly father
that his blessing may rest upon us

upon these elders of israel uuponPO n
these apostles of the lamb of GOgodd
that they may be inspired to decdeclareare
the words of salvationaal during this
conference to their brethren and
sisters which may god grant for 1

christschrimes sake amen

elder john forgang
of the presidency of the seventies
was the next speaker followingfallowingFal lowing is
the substance of his remarks there
is peace in the midst of the latter
day saints for this blessing we
should be grateful in view of the
efforts that are being made to bar
rass the community I1 bear testi-
mony to the truth of brother
woodruffwood buffsruffspa remarks these princi-
ples will remain they are the
everlasting gospel that has always
existed and will continue they
unite the children of men together
in the end all men will know that
god has spoken these things it be i
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