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editaeditors deseret wejanews

iten my lettersleaters of june 5athin and
I1 showed rather fully that in

the blbiblebibiei
blebie history of those good old

patriarchs and prophets abraham
and jacobjacobs there waswaa nothing on
which the assembly of presbyterian
ministers at saratoga could
base their resolutionsonsuna denunciatory
of a plurality of wivelwives or that it
was ununchristian and criminal oroz
concontrary to the will of GAgad let
us bearchsearch hethe scriptures a little
further buon this important

waswasi tibehe inspired leader of
the hebrews out of their egyptian
bondage what did the lord say to
boses concerning the great men I1
hahavehaieie been ol01 thus
shall thou say unto the children
ot israel the lordwoodlord god of your
fathers the god of abraham the
god of isaac and the god of jacob
bath sent me unto you this Isto my
name forever and this is my me-
morial unto all generations go
and gather the elders of israel to
gelbergeiber and skysiy unto them the
lord god of your fathers the god
of abraham of isaac and of jacob
appeared unto me saying I1 have
burelysurely visited yolandyou and beenseen that
which is done to you in egypt
ex illyfilliliiii 15151616 thus at the divine
call of moses to go and lead
the children of israel out of0
egypt the lord distinctly and
emphatically proclaimed himself
stiltstill the god of abraham leaahit aae
and jacob and said that was to be
hisbis name everandforfoiforever and his mememorialmorlat

ototo all generations the lord did
not appear to be ashamed of the
fact mat two of those three wor-
thies were ts he did not
exalt loasa above abraham hishla fa
tilen nordor jacob hishia soneon because
isaa was a monogamist and the
other two were polygamistsista no
nutnot at all but on the contrary
all through thothe scriptures the
lord is called or spoken of as the
godbegod of abraham or the gojgod of ja-
cob moromore frequently than assus tilethe
god of isaac the hebrews were
distinctly termed tha house of ja-
cob the people of jacob oftener
than the house or the people of
isaac yet jacob had more wives
at the bamesame time thansisthan hisbis father and
hisvia grandfather both togetherso far
naas the record plainly shows abra-
ham is especially termed the father
of the faithful everywhere and in
alltill succeeding ages yet he wasawas a
polygamist isaac the monoga-
mistmists is not referred to in a depreci-
atory manner in the scriptures
buebut abraham and jacob the poly
gamiats are more especially named
with honor or as prototypal charac-
ters thus of these three great
characterscharacters whose god the lord
baldsaid ifeliebe would be andarid be forever
known as such and be memorialize
oded as such unto all generations
tw of them were
asti now ifit saratoga
presbyteriansrians would allow two outort
of three of their greatgrent men to be
pal ardandardeatherrather honor than

T dishonor themtuam for it they would
babe doing as thetho lord did with
abraham ricissacisaac and jacjaejacobob that
trio of men of god
w hoshob names are never to be per-
mitted boto die and the nature of0
whose family rerelationslatious arearo to be
perpetuated in bold relief to all
eternity on the redeemed earth and
in the holy city thereon if the
presbyteriansPresbyterlansrians would do thisthim it iato
all I1 should ask of them in this con-
nectiontiontiou and tE should never con
sent to vote that their third great
greatgreatfeat man if merely a monogamist
itiouid be fined or imprisoned oriorlon
that account without boasting I1
think I1 may safely say my magna-
nimity in that respect would far
exceed the magnanimity of the
presbyteriansrians assembled in that
conclavee they might allow thalathis
very well for if they hope ever
tsPJ go totb Abraabrahamshamsbams bosom as all

christianschristiana do it should pejo lexe
red that they go to a

ista bosom and the
blyklyi- ty there will ba founded on the po

order I1 do not baysay that
will be excluded but

the presbyteriansrians would like to haysay
thauthai should be exclud-
ed jutjet thatthal would exclude abra-
ham aadand jacob and ifit these wor-
thies are to be excluded from any-
where it will be from that other
place to which the presbyteriansrians

necessity go if they cannot
endure the society of those patriar-
chal polygamists and their

familiesmilieala
thebe great manmau moses to whowhomin

golgod I1ina wetho ady I1 have eveldnbeebeo n

relating was not only the inspired
leader of the hebrews out of bond
age but the grestgroat archetypal law-
giver to israel and to tuethe world in
wethe mosaic code plurality of wives
Is plainly provided for and not
with condemnation as a crime but
as an established and honorable es-
tate if the lord disapproved bf
that form of marmarriageriago how waswag it
that he spoke eobe flatteringly of
abraham and jacob to moses and
said he would be called their god
for evet how waswai it that hebe did
suot forewarn moses not to make
any provision or allow-
ance for polygamy infa giving lawslawa
to the children of israel what a
grave oversight that was if the
saradara toga presbyteriansrians hadbad been
there at ahethehe titimeme would they have
overlooked that matter in talktaiktalkingilig
with joae not much but
the edid never mentioned
it never baideaid itibb was die
pleasing to him never commanded
moses to forbid it to the children of
israel As a consequence moses
did not orbidforbid plural marilmariimarriageagegelgei but
permitted and legally established it
for the children of israel in the
promisedproraised land and that order of
marriage continued in israel until
their dispersion and I1 believe in
some lands continues among the
descendants of israel to this dav-
it the nations among
which the jews are at this time
scattered would permit that people
to haabaa a plurality of wives nerethere
is nothing in the mosaic code to
orbidforbid it but bomesome things which
would encourage it render it no-
ces

ne-
cessarycessary and make it almost imper-
ative atleaseat least in certaincerulla dasesgasescaboaabea

oneffone of the ten commandments
given to the children of israel by
the lord through moses was rhouthou

not commit adultery s and
that crimeerime was punishable with
death meades also inlu giving to
them laws regulating plupiupluralralrai mar-
riage made provision that iftf a
man took another wife the food
raiment andaud duty of marriage otof
the first he should not diminish
E 10 we zead also of the
following law given ot godgota through
mosesroses 1 if a man have two wives
one beloved and another hatedand
they have bornehome him children both
the beloved and the hated and ifit
the first born soneon bbo0 hers that was
hated then shall it be when hebe
mabeth his sons to innerst that
which he hathbath that he may not
make the sonsori of the beloved first
born before the eonbonson of the hated
which laIs indeed thiethe first bornbord
but helie bhailshall acknowledge
the bonpon of the hatedbated forfoe the
firstbornfirstborn by giving him a dou-
ble portion of all that he bathhath fortor
he latheis the beginning othis strength
the right of the firstbornfirstborn isits his
deutbeut 15 16161711 thuthus it will
be seenbeen that in the code bosaitmosaic
plurality 0 wives was a recognized

1

institutioninstitutions and instead of being
8 veruvereverelyly condemned as adultery
was it11 livasyaa to0o certain

for the better ordering
of 1mnillili wisdom among
the opple thom jares

however at saratoga
denounced plygamy worse thaniban
they dddid adultery showing that
they weiaco

I1

e utuc enmity rather than
iaja sympathy with chothe bible record
upon thom most importantt mat-
tera

ththerathereereera idIs another thing that I1
may mentmentionign A bastarda shall
not enter into thetha congregation or0
ththeeLordilordnord evenpien to his bentti genera-
tion shall he not enter into the con
gregation of the lord

2 thus the lawslawa of mosesmosea
ptputut a disqualification upon bdasDAH

to their exclusion fromirom the
of theleie lord didimoses giveiveanany buchsuch a-

tory law as concerning the children
of polpoipow marriagemarria gb I1leancah not
find any such thing nor could he

have done BOso
that the polygamy of abraham and
jacob was not condemned of god
but markablybably blessed of him and
seeing too that closes was giving
lawslawa to the twelve tribes of israel
the 12 sons of iala man af four wives
being the honored
twelve tribes Furtherfurthermoremores if this
law against bastasbastardstardstarda hadbad been in-
tended to work against the children
of it would have cut
oft from the congregation of the
lord all the children of israel ex-
cepting those who had descended
from leah theho first wife whom
jacob took all the descendants of
bisbia other three wives six whole
tribes including that of joseph
whom tthehe lord IIblessedessid so abund-
antly and who was the temptemporaloral
saviorsaviorotof hlahia fafathereefathers house but
uchouch a construction could not be

allowed and plainly was never in
veiledti ended byuy Momosesseaf thus plurality

of wives came to be a divinely es-
tablished institution in Iferael and
wabwaa respected and honored evi-
dently as much asds

marriage if notnet more1

for many of the most prominent
and mostmoat honored men among thefhe
people of israel were not curlcuriconfinedfined
to one wife now those saratoga
presbyterian preachers consider tilethe
onnoffoffspringtpring of a second or third wife
bastardsbasbaa tardetards which is one more proof
that those preachers are not in har-
mony with the word of god

moseamoses received the tentuh command-
ments from the lord twice if the
lord had considered plurality of
wives buchtuchsuehhucht a great einfin as
somesomo people say they think
it ia14 ilowhow easily he could
have given to mosesmosea another com-
mandmentmanmEin dment somesomethingthing like thio
thou shall not have more than

one wife thosethosa presbyteriansrians
would like to make that the elev
anth the lurdlord

thing ifit he
adshild he feed notriot have given
through moses any laws providing
for and regulating polygamous
families but what a dreadful coucon-
demnationdemnation suchauch a law would have
been of abraham and Jacob whom
he had so greatly uleebleeblessedsed and
whose god hohe aall he was forever
it would also have been a plain
though indirect condemnation otof
the of israel all of whom
came of a family yet
do wevre reau of any man of israel be-
ing

be-
log cut from the people
behe hadhid more than one wife do
we read of any manmau in israisraelel be-
ing censured for being in that
condition DJda wevre readroad of
any son of a being ex-
cludedclouded from the congregation of the
lord on that not one
solomon was the offspring of poly-
gamy but he andarid nis polygamous
springoffspringiff were not cutcub onnoff from the
congregation of the lord in conse-
quence

notwithstanding that the twelve
tribes of israel were a stiffnecked
people as moses told them yet
they were a superior people to the
Canaanites whom they supplanted
and they were chosen of the lord
to be his own people the tribe of
levi was chosen to bear the ark of
the covenant to wear the
and irnlm to minister before
him and to bless in hibbis name in-
stead off the firstbornfirstborn in ailall thutheth
tribes doing those thing as was oriorl

appointed through moses i
i

tintim lord airov a
of theohethelandlanjan d before thiethe childrenob ildren of
israel because of the great wicked-
ness and abominations of the for-
mer against the prapracticec tice of which
the israelites were strictly charged
deut ix 4 5 evill 9 14 liowhow
the loidtold chose and appointed is-
rael the greatgrgat things he did for
them andnd the great people he
dt seiei they should become may
be seen in the following quotations
for thou art an holy people unto

the lord thy god the lord thy
god bath fetichosenogen thee to be a spe-
cial people unto above all
people that are upon thethu face
of the earth deutbeut vii 6 seebee
alsoaiso xiv 2 thou hast avouchedavouch ed
the lord this day to be thy god

to walk in hisbis ways and to
keep his sistatutesatutes and hishii com-
mandmentsmand ments and his judgments
and to hearken unto his voice and
the lord hathbath avouchedavouched aleaflea this
lavdwylay toio be his peculiar people as he
hathbath promised theesthee and that thou

keepkeekecpalipallaliailall hisbia command
mentsmente and to make thee high
above all natnationsiorisforis which he bathhath
made in praise and in namecame and
in honor and that thou be
an holy people unto the lord thy
god as he hathbath spoken eeebee

17 19 askaek now efof the days
that areaxe past which were bhore
thee since the day that god creat-
ed man upon the earth and ask
from thethib one side of heaven unto
the other whether there bath beenteen
any such thing as this greatgrgat thing
iais or hathbath been heard like it did
ever people hear the voice of godgad
speaking out of the midst of the

i
tire as thou bahastst heard and live
or hath god essayed to take a
nation from the midst of another
nationnatilla by by signs
anandd by Wwonders0rider9 aandnd by war anandd
byy a mighty handlandhandhan landdaod by a stretch-
ed out arm and by great terrors
according to all that ane lord your
god did for you in before
your eyeseyel unto thee it was shew
ed I1 that thou mibmihlightestestteet know that
the lord behe Is god there is
none elgeeloe beside him out of
heaven he made thee to hear his
voice thithatit he might instruct thee
and uuponpon earth bohe showed thee hisbis

I1 gregreatif firofire and thou bearteethearbeardebtdeet hisbis
wowordads out of the midatmidst of the fire
anad bb bowd wytny fathew

therefore he chose their seed after
them and brought thee out in his
rightsight with hibhia mighty power out ofbf
egypt to drive out nations from
bbeforebufore11forelore thee greater andarid mightier
tthann thou artact to bring thee in to
give thee their land for an inherit-
ance aaaj it ila thidthin day
forelore this day and consider it in
thine heart that the lord he is god
in heaven above and uponripon the
earth beneath there is none eiseelse
thou keep therefore his stat-
utes anahisand his commandments which
I1 comacommandlandlaud thee this day that it
may go well with thee and with
thy children after thee and that
thou prolong thy days upon
the earth which the lord thy god

thee forever beepee iv

As to this manmau moses who led
the chilebilchildrendruadrea of L rael out of egypt
to the border of the land of canaan
the scriptures sayeay of him andana
there arosecnotanot a prophet since injn
israel like unto moisesmoses whom twethy
lord knewknow face to twetwo lain all thetbt
signs and tuethe wonders which the
lord bentbeat him todoto do in the landjand of
egypt to pharaoh and to all his
servantservants and to all bishis landlandt and
in all that mighty land and in all
the great terror which mosermoses shebheshew
ed in the sighteight of all hisraelisraelis
dent 101210 12 moses bayspay
of himself behold I1 havehav
taught you statutes and judgments
even as the lord my god com-
manded me that yeso should do so
in the land whitherye go to possess
it keep therefore lk ii d do them for
thiais your wisdom and your under-
standingstandi Dg in the sight of the nations
which bear bilall thebethere otstatuteatutes
and baysay surely this great nation is
a wise and understanding people
for whetwhit nation is there so great
who bath god eoso nigh unto them
as thetho lord our god is in all things
that we call upon him for and
what nation is there so great that
bath statutes and judgments so
righteous as all this jaw which I1
eeliset before you this da beeste iv 5

8
here we have the lord god al-

mighty calling and establishing his
chosen people israel driving out
the wicked luntjuntnationslonsions of the land be-
fore them because of hishid promises
and oaths to their fathers abrahamabrahams
isaac and jacobjacobs those men of poly-
gamous familramilfamiliesiesiet here we have
niommoseses that mighty man of god
with whom ththeeloidenoidlordeLord spoke face to
face in whose ministration thewagwaa
icibfeib and through whom as his
greagreatt lawgiver he committed bishis
righteous t and judgments
andarid laws for that and subsequent
generations we have alto in con-
siderationi of the holy estate of
marriage the very foundation of
familfaminefaminemiHelesiee of tribes ol01 communities
and of nations through this people
allfill the families of the earth were to
be messedblessed this great and univer-
sal blessing couldemid come to the na-
tions only through family organiza-
tion for bastards were held not
to be blessed but accursed of the
lord even to the tenth generation
and it would be a strange kindhind ol01

logic that would prove that things
accursed of thefhe lord were a bless-
ing to the nations

at abe establishment of the
lords chosen people in the prom-
ised land one would naturally
think that he would start them
light upon the dundamfundamentalcantal subject
of marriage among the many
laws and statutesstatute and judgments
which he gave to hishia people
through hisbis servant mozes family
arrange merits certainly must have
place bfnittingfitting their great and far
reaching importance due consider
atlonallou must be given them andaud due
provision toe made for them this
I1 find to have been the cuse strict
arwa were given coconcerningbeerneerning matri-
monial and other family matters
the lord knew that abraham and
jacob were polygamists and there
can be no reasonable doubt that
many of their descendantsdescend antsanta were
now at this particular period in the
history of gods people when
behe was about to establish them
permanently in the land of
promise whenwhere hebe was giving
them through MOSES laws and
statutes and judgments many of
them like the tawsjaws of the medesmedea
and peiPoipersianssianeslane of an unchangeable
nature and vivengiven for hisbis eopleand
their generations after them to ob-
serve and keep if he had regarded
plurality of wives as wicked as sin-
fultuilfull as criminal as an
befordbefore him would he not have been
likely to instruct mosesmose according-
ly consequently would not moses
have torbforb hiden that form of marri-
age under the severestbeyseyge penalpenaltiestiehtiek
POpolygamyINgam v was not a strange thinthing9
A thetho rhode

abominations the children of israel
were forbidden to practise butbat ifit it
had been onaone of leoisethose abomina-
tions would not the lord have for-
bidden it specially to hishla people if
the Lord had I1 okakeded upon plurality
of wives in the light that those
saratoga presbyterian ministers do
would nehe not have directed moses
to tell thethib people sobo in terms so un-
ambiguous plainplains direct and em-
phatic that no person could possi-
bly be mistaken concerning it and
that would not require the most
specious sophistical and suspiciousauspicious
misconstruction tomaketo make a passage
appear condemnatory of that order
of marriagemarriagt yehyet nothing of this
kindbind occurs in the record the lord
utters no condemnation of
plural inarriagemarriage moses gives
no law against it but he
does give lawslawa recognizing and re-
gulatinggulatigu latingDg it and by lairfair implicationon
establishing it yet moses toltoldd the

that the statutes the lord
gave them through him were j

righteous beyond those other
nation and he said unto them
that which iaIs altogether just

thou follow daut xvi a20 and
again thou shall babe perfect with
tbthe lordeLord thy gudgod seebee 13
notwithstanding their
nebsdebs andarid rebelliousness ol01 disposi-
tion mosea did consider iraelirmel a
happy god blessed peoplepeoples for on
the occasion otof tiietilt the twelve
tribes at the close of hishia career hohe
exclaimed happy art abom 0
israel who is like unto thee 0
people saved by the lord see

29 it
I1 have shown what a favored peo-

ple the children of israel were
what a great just honorable peo-
ple they were called to be I1 have
shown the divine nature of their
laws and statutes given through
moses I1 have shown what a great
man mosesmosea wasywasswaswab what a great j

prophet and leader and lawgiver
nehe was and how he was especially
favored of and acquainted with the
lord yet this man of god moses
had more wives than one for it is
recordrecordedettetl that behe married not only
zipporahrahrab the but also
an ethiopian woman or
ex numb xii some per-
sons in our day for somecome special
reasareasonn or other aresire disdigdispleasedpleased at
the marriages of their relatives or
friends something of ihuthu kindhind oc-
curred over the marriage otof
and bishis Ethlethiopian wife and
miriam and aaron spike against
WILulapacayle because ol01 ibethe ethiopian
woman whom he hadbad mar
riedlied for behe had married ann
ethiopian woman numb xii 1

the augeranger of the lord was kindled
against miriam and aaron and hobe
said to them hearbear noviDOVI my words
if there be a prophet among you I1
the lord will make myself known
unto him in a vision and will
peak unto him in a dream mybly

servant moses is not eo who is
faithful in all mine bousehouse with
him will I1 speak mouth to mouth
even apparently and not in dark i

apespeechesecheL and the similitude of the
lord shall ht behold wherefore
then were ye not afraid to speak
against my servant mosekmoseh and
the anger ortheof the lord was kindled
against them and he departed
and the cloud departed from oftoil
thetha tabernacle andamt behold miriam
became leprous white asarenow
seq veree 69 and moses cried
unto the lord saying heal her
now 0 clod L beseech thee and
the lord saideaid unto mosemoses if her
father had but spit in her face
should she not be ashamed sevenbeven
dasedash leulet her be shut out from
wethe camp daysidaye and after
that jet her be received in again
and miriam was shut out from the
camp sevenbeven daydaye and the people
journeyed not till miriam waswaa
brought in again s see veresverea 13

15
homesome timetimo after this thothe chil-

dren went whoring after strastrange
women daughters nab forper
these transgressions the lord10 id
ed destruction to come upon many
and twenty four thousand people
didladiaA of the one zimri
to k a woman namedczciz ifi into the camp in the eight
of mui es and inla the sight of all the
congregation of the children of is-
rael who weeping before the
door of the tabernacle of the con-
gregationgregieggationgatlonatlonution and when Phinephinehashalabala
thetho soneon of EeleazarI1 eaz itr the son otof
aaron the priest bawsaw it he rose up
from among the congregation adiland
took a javelin in hishid hindbind and be
went afaflerafierterten the man of israel into
the tent and thrust both of them
through the man of israel sodand
the woman doso the plague
was stayed from the chil-
dren of israel andgand the
lord to


