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causes '3 regponsible for this decline.
Infidelity has been aggressive in this
century as never before, appealing no
longer omly to scholams but to the
masses. Its teneis have been preached
through sclentific treatises and more
powarfully =illl through the so-catled
Teflzious novel. Bfbilcal criticlam with
ita reckless disregard of fa¢t has had
an tnfluence for evil, and then In some
respects science has run against ortho-
dox Christianity.

Te the readers of the “"News™ it will
be of speotal interest to note that
modern Christlamity, according to the
fizures presented, reached f$ts high-
tide mark abouwt the time of the es-
tahlishment of ¢the Chureh of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Salnts. The statls-
tlcs commence with the year 1833, At
that time the Church of God, reared
upon the divine foundatlon had com-
menced ¢0 show its beauty and magnifi-
cent proportions to the world. It had
recelved the promvse that the “kKeys
of the kingdom' should never be taken
away. That was the hright dawn of a
new day upon the earth. It was an In-
dicatton of the near fulfillment of the
“Rehold I make all things
new."

Many rellgious syvatems have llved
and succumbed with the elvilizatiaas
with svhich they were assochated.
Christlanity conguered the religions of
Rome, Greece, the Scandinavian and
other countries. Christianity Is still
destined to gn on until the earth wor-
ehips at the feet of Its Redeemer, hut
the Christiantty that will accomplish
this work will be the religion of the
Son of God, not an imitatdon thereof,
Medern Christianity, orthodox Chuls-
tianity may be waning. but true
Christlanity, gufded by the light of rev-
elation and upheld by the power of the
Almighty, wtll remain. The coming
world-rellglon 43 nelther an <¢clectls
systemn eof dnctrines and athics, nor any
old system reformed, but the Gospel of
Jesus preached by authority from on
high.

—

WAGES AND RELIGION,

In a pamphletZentitied Prosperity for
Christ, the author endeavors to prove
that high wages follow the course of
the highest form of rellglon. In China,
he says, the average waoes are 10 cents
a day. Im Indla they are 11 cents a day
and In Japan 12 cents. In Mohammedan
countries, Perzia and Turkey for |n-
stance, the average is 20 cents a day.
In countries where the Greek religion

prevalls, the averape of wages {3 high-
er. At St. Petersburg it is 24 cents,
and at Athens, 27 cents. Roman
Catholie countries range from 30 cents
In Italy and Austria to 40 cents in
France and Belglum. Thirty-seven
cents I8 the average In Malta, the

Azores, Mexleco, Braz!l, Ireland. Spaln
and Portugal., In Protestant countrles
wages range from an average of 40
cents a day in Pru=ss=ia to $1.00 a day In
the Unlted Sttea. For Holland it 1x
given as 45 cents: Denmark, b2 cents;
Engiand, 656 cents, and Canada 80 cents
The dlfference In wages, that I In na-
tional nrosperity, the author of the
pamphlet argues, Is due enthely to the
influerce of the rellglous syatems pre-
vaillng In the different countries.

THAT RAILROAD ACCIDENT,

Judging from expressions, there is
much Indlgnation among the peaple
aronnd the rallroad depot on aecount
of the shocklng accldent by whieh poor
little Annie Lidell met her death In this
ity yesterday, November 11. It i3 wmald
there have been no less than five nar-
row escapes this week, and If this fa
true, it 18 no wonder if people now de-

mand that some effectual steps be
taken for the prevention of the slaugh-
ter of innocents. The place where the
acecident happened is a publie theor-
gughfare. Childrem on thelr way to the
University have to pass there, and by
some means or other, even at some ex-
pense to the railroad, the street must
be made safe.

Ratlroad comrpanies may have men
who have Iost health or limbs In thelr
service, and it 18 to thelr credit that
they secure for these s=ome employ-
ment, bt 4¢hls dues not justify them In
placing Incompetent {inwvalids ‘in im-
portant and responaible positions.

The funeral rervices over the remalns
of the little girl will be held tomorrow,
Sunday. We hope there will be a large
attendance of sympathizing friends.
This will be some comfort to the
broken-hearted parents.

ARMENIAN ATROCITIES.

Now that Germany Is speclally inter-
ested In Turkish affairs the condltion of
the Armenian Christlans should com-

mand the attentlon of the govern-
ment and people of the great father-
land. From recent reports §t appears
that the persecution continues. The
national Armenian relief assoclation, of
which the Hon. David Brewer, of the
Supreme court, {8 president. sends Pub-
lle Opinion a transkation of the artlele
published In Germany by the Rev.
Hans Flecher. Herr Flacher says:

Berore the great massacres the Chri&
tlan population managed to keep
enough to lve on. Now all is changed.
The peasant must actually starve to
death. A farmer can find no market.
The Christian artisan finds no work.
Only this summer, durlng my stay In
Armenian_territory., Armenlan villages
were attacked and the Christlan In-
habitants slaughtered. The village In
which T passed the last night was on
the following night leveled to the
ground. Women who fled to our re-
ljef atatlon were thla summer trrattreat-
ed {n the most erusl manner. Priests
of the Gregorian church were thrust in-
to Inrge beehives. Only thls summer
T have se¢en hanging in great flaps from
a tree the skin of an Armenlan village
priest. whlech had been stripped from
this living body because he would not
der . Christ.

TO HOLD AND GOYERN,

The November Forum has an fjnter-
view wlth ex-MInigter Denby, who for
a dozen consecutive years was our
minister to China, on the Phllippine

questlon. Turing the record-breaking
officlal resldence abroad Mr. Denby had
of ecourre opportunities for learning of
the adjacent countries an1 he Beems to
have improved them. He fs of the
oninion that {f it could he ascertained
today that an army would not be neces-
=ary, or that even a small body of
troons would suffice for the purpose of
looking after the islands. the opposition
to thelr annexation would he dlmlin-
lehnd econsiderably. He thinka {t the

drea? of a great foree that the people!

shrink from mostly, and gayvs we might
nattern after Great Britain's Wast Tn-
dinn poliey in that respect with profit

Mr, Denby thinks we have the right
na econquerors to hold the Philinpinea.
that we have the right to hold them

na part mavment of a war {ndemnity.|

This policy may be characterized as
nnitet to [paln: but it i= the result of
tha fortrmeg of war. AN .natlors rec-
ognize that the conguerer may dlotate
the torms of peace. The firgt anrwer
ha raceived to a telecram sent by him,

asking on the part of China that peace'

negotiations should be commenced, and
offering to concede the Independence
of Corea and to pay a reasonable war
indemnity, was: ‘“Japan i{s wlilling to

enter on peace negotlations; bLut she
will dictate the terms.”
Mr. Denhby says he is in favor of

holding the Philippines because he ¢an-
not concelve of any alternative to our
doing so, except the melzure of terri-
tory in China; and he prefers to hold
them rather than to oppress further
the helpless government and people of
China. He wants China to preserve
her autonomy, t0o become great and
prasperous; and he wants these results
not for the interests of China. but for
cur interests. He states that he Is not
the agent or attorney for China and as
an American lonks not to the promo-
tion of China’s interests, or Spain’s or
any¥ other eountry’s, but simply of our
own.
Thege are wise and patriotie utterances.
The Philippines were designed for a dif-
ferent destiny from that which would
have heen thelrs under the withering,
crushing grasp of the Spanish oppres-
sor, and the change must needs come
through and by reason of, not merely
Amerlcan control but Amerlcan owneg-
ship. When the whirlwind of flame
swept Montijo's fleet out of existence
it simply obeyed the flat of fate: Dewey
was. the agent through whom a regls-
tered decree of Providence was given
e pression. It is quite useless to ex-
pend words or efforts in the endeavor
to reverse the sltuation or make It dif-
ferent from what it is. .
There must. there can be no steps
backward. The islands have fallen in-
to our hands, and it would be amusinz
If it were not at such a time annoving
to have some one of thosc opposed to
annexation point out by what means
we could honorably and with perfect
Batisfaction all around let them go. Of
courge we could recall our forces and
let the Spanlsh and natives resume
fighting for supremacy until some other
nation steppet In and took possession
nf the magnifiecant prize whieh honor-
ably and properly fell to us, but we
will not do anything of that kind. 1In
the firet place this would be to nega-
tive one of the wprinelples to uphold
whleh the war was begun and fought
out—freedom from Spanish rule. The
natives could not control themselves or
form a government upon whieh other
nations could rely for twenty-four
hours or deal with equitably for any
length of time, and the powers have no
business there except in a purely com-
mercial sense. They realize this them-
selves. No; the responsibility of giving
mood and stable government to the
Phllippines i8 upon Unele S8am’s shoul-
Aers and he could not If he would es-
cape it.

WEALTH IN THE:ARCTIC REGIONS,

.

The discovery of gold in the Klondike
region and the exlstence of wvast jron
ore deposits In the northern part of
Sweden have led to the belief that the
Arctie regions will ultimately be popu-

lated though hitherto the Inhospitabla
elimite has prevented the establish-
ment of large settlements there. Wher-
ever wealth |s to be found, people are
Fure {o be attracted and the bhattle for
existence will be commenced,

It has recently been advanced as a
plausible theory L{hat the precious met-
als of the world will be found in great-
eyt abundanee In the Arctic regions.
because when the world was a molten
mass, revolving on its axis, thes ten-
deney of all metals was naturally to-
wards the axis or the potes, and that
when the plastic mass solldifled the
gold and silver were concentrated near
the poles. Should this theory be con-
firmed the finest deposits of the precioug



