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editorials
confiscation OF CHURCH

PROPERTY
THE followingtolfollowlowineinc editorial appears in a
german socialist paper devoted to the
interests of the working people it
has been translated into english as it
bears onthe utah question and should
be read by all who are interested in iere-
ligious liberty

WAYAWAY WITH CHURCH monopolies
the senate of the united states

recently passed a bill which actually
confiscates the property of the mor-
mon church andand empowers the terri-
torial authorities to seize the church
property and to anslyapply the same to theofends of public eeducationtication this is
righta this is a step forward towards
the goal long striven for our federal
government has taken the initiative in
a veritable advance this is no feint
mancInanceuver for it at the same time
puts into the hands of the officials the
legal means to put themselves into the
possession of church property in spite
of all the obstructions of our cele
berated common law it is now the
turn for our state officials to fol-
low in the dav already marked
out trinity walchurchhareb with its
hundred and odd millions of dol-
lars must now be treated in the same
wise the statestale should likewise im-mediately take possession of its prop-
erty and apply it to bringing up oar
future citizens Is there any plausiblelau1 sible
reason for accumulating clylmillionsions of
productiveproductive capital into the dead
handand and letting it increase every
yearar in geometrical proportion merely
forr fattening eye rolling hypocrites
the same thing is true of the hundreds
of millions which have been wrung by
the catholics presbyteriansrians and count
less other religiousreligious sects from super-
stitiousious people this capital works
much more diligently and surely than
it does in the handsof private persons
without too beingbeine in the least affect-
ededdytheby the heavy burdens which rest
upon thechurekproperty of privateprivate individ-
uals church monopoliesies are just as
dangerous to the state as secular mo-
nopolies

mo-
nnnoopolies religious corporations are
lust as heartless and soulless as world-
ly corporations down with them all I1

ourar federal government has opened
up the way progress in that direction
cannot be held back

the utterances of the organ of the
german socialists in this countrymon
tain words of warning to the blind
sectarianssectarians who have been plotting for
the destruction of the mormon
church they indicate a possibility
whichhasbas been pointed out in these
columns the antlanti mormon cleri-
cal quacks may be compelled to swal-
low their own medicine let the pre-
cedent be established that ecclesiasti-
cal property may be confiscated and
diverted to other uses and it can be
followed ilmoredamore directions than one
A rule intended specially for themormonscormonsMormons maybemay be workediinedin various
vinthought of directions what is done
to the mormon todayto day may re-
bound on the methodist tomorrowto morrow
the catholics may become an object of
attack and then what is to prevent the
warfare from being opened upon pro-
testantste

this irreligious spirit which is
breathed in the article we havehave copied
Is gaining ground in the united statesit permeates all classes it will
not be long before the sentiment
uttered in the will be
boldly advocated by many thousands
who now entertain them but are too
politic to express them openly theconsequences may be easily foreseen
itif church funds can be taken for edu-
cationalcat ional purposes in one case aney
can be so perverted in any number of
cases and the secularization of ec-
clesiastical property once made lawlawfulful
might become the rule in every state of
the union
the infamous legislationion proposed

by senator edmunds which is nothing
less than an attempt at legalized
robbery does not strike the minds of
prejudiced people when the unpopularmormon church is the intended
victim the end many will
palliate it not justify the means to
crush that institution its enemieswould countenance almost any enormi-
ty but when the possibility of the aap

catlon of similar treatmenttreat munt to taethesystems to which they belong becomes
appareut may not be quite so
willing to encourage a palpable wrong
even towards a hated religion whwhichich
ibey would like to see destroyed

we recommend all religious advo-
cates of the edmunds infamy tocopontoponpon
der upon the words of the yolks
sei tung they are not idle soundthey mean something the great
sects may think they are in
powerower so stronstrong that it cannot be
broken down tutB ut the evil they intendagainst us will yet if per bitted topass into law come back to plague itsauthors and abettorsabet tors the confisca-
tion of church property is a daligdangerouserous

to place in the hands of thegowertate even though its object be butthe demolition of a small and
ous religious system it does not be-
long to the civil authority it is notone of the functions of the state itis lorforbidden in the supreme law but
let it become graftedengrafteden upon our sys-
tem of government and who can tell
where its ravages wawill end

the proposition contained in the
edmund blubill is fraught with moredanger to the churches of america
then thethey at perceive it

is a shadow of coming events that are
a menace to the entire cause of re-
ligion the catholics begin to per-
ceive its porportentteut they have com-
menced to protest against it itif the
other denominations have any pre-
science they will cease their support of
a measure which while aimed at the

mormon church alone bears the
seeds of trouble for every religious
organization in the united states

UNLAWFUL HOBBIES OF
COURTS

JUDGE BORDEN of massachusetts has
sprung the question whether an ap-
plicant for citizenship can be consid-
ered of good moral character who
has been convicted of maintaining a
liquor nuisance the naturalization
laws provide that it shall be made to
appear to the satisfaction of the cocourturt
among other things that the appapplicantlipaut

has behaved as a man of good moral
character attached to the principles
of the constitution of the united
states and wellweli disposed to the good
order and happiness of the same

whether a man who has sold liquor
in violation of law has behaved as a
man of good moral character and well
disposed to good order is a ques-
tion that be differentlyy
decided by differdifferentent courts A judge
who is rigid on the temperance ques
tion might rule that no nianman can
traffic hin liquor and be a good moral
character particularly if liehe had ren-
dered himself liable to the law inn so
doing while another judge who takes
his toddy or his bitters regularly
might think there was nothing immoral
in the business and that a technicaltechnial in
fraction of stringent liquorliguor aelawsws was
no disqualification for citizenship

but this singling out of some special
offense as a bar to naturalization is
wrong because it is invidious it is
riding a hobby horse and makes the
rider ridiculous the term a good
moral character embraces a great deal
it covers the general life and character
of the candidate A chronic liar asfaris far
worse than a liquor dealer however
one may view the traffic in intoxicants
A libertine is not a man of a good
moral character but who knows of a
judjudge questioning an applicant as to
his 1illicitiuicat amours or his frequenting the
haunts of sin an habitual drunkard
is not to be classed with a temperate
man in qualifications for citicitizenshipzenshi i
but what court ever inquires into tathee
drinking habits of a candidate

in utah the hobby afi tilethe courts on
naturalization grounds is polypolygamyamy
and the queries of the catechizingcatechi zing
judges are not confined to the doings of
the past they reach forward into the
unknown and illimitable future
there is no proviprovisionu for this in the
law the judge is to be satisfied that
the applicant has behaved in a certain
way while he has resided in the unitedstates it gives him no authority to
catechize the applicant as to the future
it says nothing about intentions it
requires no promises of the applicant
except that which is covered by the
oath and that Is simply that he will
support the constitution of the united
states 1 I1 all the points on which the
court must be satisfied relate to the
past if he has behaved as a man of
a good moral character etc that
is all that is required except proof of
residence and the oath of renuncia-
tion and allegiance

there are two things in which the
federal courts in utah are wrong on
the naturalization question in the
first place they improperly confine their
interrogations as to past morality to
one qualification and neglect others
of greater importance A man who
acknowledges to having two wives at
the same time is summarilyrily rejected
though he may be honest truthful
industrious thrifty a reliable citizen
intelligent progressive I1 respected by
his neighbors and true to his family
but one who has broken every com-
mandmentman dment in the decalogue a lazy
shiftless worthless scamp if he can
pass muster as a bachelor or a monomonog-
amist can be admitted to citizenscitizenshiphp
without a murmur he may
be an adulterer a seducer
an inebriate a swindler a
liar aprofaner and with the
vilest of either sey a wife beater of
no particular value to the common-
wealth indeed a dead weight upon
society but so long as he has not taken
tohimself more wives than one he is allright for naturalization if he can
up the fees

if this is not wrong in principle and
detrimental in practice we fail to see
otherwise and we can find no war-
rant in the naturalization laws torfor
such discrimination if any judge
thinks a creature of the latter class
preferable as a citizen to a man of the
former we pity him and think hislils
estimate of a good moral character
is no evidence of that judgment andappreciation which should distinguish
the judicial mind

second place they are wrong
in demanding agreements as to this
special matter in the future if it is
essential that a man shall agree not to
marry more than one wife or live with
more than one woman in the marriage
relation in time to come is it not also
requisite that hebe should promise not to
be a drunkard a libertine a thief a
violator of any law for the protection
of society why single out the one
law and demand a covenant for its ob-
servance to the exclusion of othersit looks as though the judges who ex-tort this promise care not how many
murderers seducers adulterers cat
tle drunkards gamblers andland

law brakers duerallygeueeuerally may exercise the
privilege of long as a man
who may probably in good faith and
sincerity and with the agreement of all
the parties enter into solemn marriage
covenant with more than one woman
is Ppreventedr from becoming a citizen
of bhisis adopted country

As we have shown there is no law
for either of these wrongs they are
assumptions they are in excess of
law they are regulations made and
adopted by the utah courts they are
in the nature of legislation they are
added to the law of congress if the
courts consider they are not satisfied
that an applicant who has practiced
plural marriage is a man of good
moral character they may of course
single out that as a disqualification be-
cause they have the power but there
is not a line of law which authorizes
their catechism as to the future and
everything of that character which
enters into the special proceedings in
the naturanaturalizationlibationliza tion of mormonscormonsMor mons is
usurpation and unlawful discrimina-
tion against a class the law was
meant to bear equally upon all and no
matter what may be the special object
picked out for invidious action it is
contrary to the spirit and letter of the
act of concongressress and is to be despised
and condemned by fair minded citi-
zens of every class and degree

ASSAILING MRS LOZIER
THE chicago tribune essays to be very
severe on mrs lozier for her scathing
letter to senator edmunds in
which she defended tilethe cause
of woman suffrage and showed
the error and inconsistency of seeking

it away from the women voters
of utah the tribune says the suf-
frage is not a god given right but
was given to the women of utah by
congress and continueseven if it were a god given right
it could be easily assumed that divine
wisdom would never sanction its use
for the upholding of the lustful insti-
tution of polygamy mrs dr lozier
however does not agree with provi-
dence in this matter and would prefer
vice with the suffrage to virtue with-
out it 11

the chicago censor should be caretcarefulu1

that he is right before attempting toercri-
ticize others congress did not bestow
the suffrage upon utah women it was
given to them by the legislative as-
sembly of the territory of utah and
congress is now besought tgt take it
away after they have exercised the
right for nearly sixteen years whether
that right is god given or mauman given
it is theirs and law and justice forbid
their being deprived of it in a summary
manner

we would like the chicago luminarylaminar
to show wherein the women ot ututahak
have used the ballot for the upbuildingling
of the of polygamy editors
who tackle this question should learn
tilethe facts before they commence to
make comments the polypolygamyamy ques-
tion has never figured in vallutah elec-
tions and therefore neither men
nor women voters were ever
required to use the suffrage for or
against it the women have voted
like the men for such candidates as
their party have nominated in regular
conventions and polygamy has cuticut no
fidureure on the tickets the statementodtheof the tribune is but a miserable wayvay
of dodging the true issue and bringing
in a question that has no connection
with it so as to prejudice the unin-
formed

its slur on mrs lozier in its closing
sentence is simply disgraceful it is
not a dispute on the ground of vice
or virtueivirene but of vested
rights we have no doubt that mrs
lozier is j as much opposed to vice
as any editor in the virtuous
city of chicagerChi cage and we know that
the women of utah are not to be ex-
celled in any part of the world for
every virtue that adorns their sex
there are no more noble pure chaste
self sacrificing and estimable ladies in
any circle of society in christendom
thinthan thethesetheee same mormon wives
mothers and daughters whose vested
rightsI1 ats are now assailed and for whicharsmrs lozier and a few other non

mormon heroines have the moral
courage to battle against the prejudi-
ces of the uninformed and the false-
hoods of thethavvileI1 e and vicious

the chicago tribune may call her
vvigorousI1 dorous reply to the vermont senator

a cranky letter 11 but the proof that
I1itt would puzzle its editor to
meet the striking arguments it
contains lies in the fact that all hebe
could do wasto misrepresent the letter
and abuse the writer in this he not
only insulted a lady but showed his
own manners bad logic
and a bad cause

THE STRENGTH OF THE
SAINTS THE FAILURE

OPOF THEIR FOES

THE presidency of the church in the
comprehensive epistle recently issued
point out the fact that no man made
system could have successfully with-
stood the combined aad determined
warfare that has been waged against
this church and that the strength of
this system is the promise and its ful-
fillmentfill ment of the testimony of its truth
to every honest and obedient soul en-
gaged iniii it

the failure of all the varied assaults
upon mormonism as it is called by
thetae egild must strike reflecting minds

as remarkable trace
the history of this work back to its
earthly beginning and it will be found
a or succession of condei
ful manifestations of strength and en-
durance it has been warred against
from its birth by forces that naturally
seemed so powerful that they could not
be resresistedsted the talent of the age and
the wealth of the world were arrayed
against the unlearned and
men engaged in its establishment
tradition prejudice authority custom
and settled theory were all against
their doctrine ridicule misrepresen-
tation and vile abuse were free-
ly used to oppose them mob
Vviolence01 atice military force imprisonment
and confiscation were tried for their
destruction wholesale expatriation
and the destruction of their homes and
property followed with the martyr-
dom of their prophet and patriarch
after burnings tillagepillage the violation
of women and tthee murdering of old
men and little children

the armies of the nation were sent
for their annihilation when this much
tried people had colonized the barren
wastes of the rocky mountain region
hostile legislation was the next step
and now all the machinery of the
courts is applied for their oppression
and sectarian preacepreachershers schools andana
missionary influence and cash mingled
with the power of legal penalties and
disabilities are brought to bear in a
still more determined effort to break
down the system and divide and sub-
jugate its supporters disfranchise-
ment imprisonment expatriation in-
justice oppression and usurpation are
the latest weapons

but all has been in vain consolida-
tion is produced instead of division
devotion instead of fear faith in place
of doubt confidence in the place of
hesitation mormonism goes for-
ward and not backward there is no
dismay in its ranks no surrendereursur runder or
compromise in its champions it
maintains its integrity and is a living
active impregnable power that is
aided instead of impeded by the doings
of itsts foes

theahe absence of their leaders makes
no impression of weakness uupononc the
latter day saints this shoudshould teach i

a lesson to their enemies killing
every prominent man would not stop
the progress of the work in the least
it is not dependent upon man and the
people do not put their trusttrust in flesh
theychev have bowed to principles not to
personsdersons they are guided by a divine9spiritp1 rit not bbv mere human wisdom or
aauthorityu tharity thishi spirit is the common
hheritageer I1tage it is not vvestedested in the heads
of ttheh e church as a special favor it is
diffused throughout the body it is a
present potent inspiring force every
man and woman every boy and girlalil
who has been baptized with repentant
faith is entitled to its whisperings and
gifts it is promised to all who obey
the truth the promise I1 is invainvariably
fulfilled

that promise and its fulfilmentfulfillment are
the internal strength of the system its
devotees know they were promised this
heavenly gift as a personal testimony
if athey would render obedience in
faith to the gospel they obeyed
they received the blessing it was a
reality and not a myth that gift the
faithful have retained by it they know
that they have embraced the truth it
has broubroughtht them near to god it has
placed lemthem en rapport with the
heavens they are the sons and
daughters of god and have received the
spirit of adoption no dubiety dis-
tracts them or hinders their progress
they know in whom they navehave be-
lieved courts cannot take away their
knowledge prisons cannot affect
their testimony disfranchisement
cannot rob them of the heavenly gift
confiscation cannot deprive thenythem of
the inward and eternal riches
let the world war on let satan rage

and the wicked gnash their teeth
demagogues may multiply laws fee-
nbendsends may extort money from helhelp-
less victims chains maymav bind the dinitslimbs
of the faithful death with its greatest
terrors may stare them in the face
but it will be all in vain against the
church and kingdom of the living
god it is established on earth to stay
it cannot be removed

the lessons of the past ought to
teach sane men as to the future

mormonism cannot be put down
neither can its adherents be destroyed
the slaughter of few will but put new
determination into the many and
others will come into their placesplaced with
renewed energy that springs from un-
shrinking fortitude and unshaken
faith the spirit of god is burning
like a fire in the hearts and bones of the
latter day saints and is lighting up
their souls and brains with an unfading
lustre that manifests hheavenly things
therein is strength and conicomforttort and
a testimony of the truth against which
every human force will prove impo-
tent this is as sure as god lives and
as certain as that the sun shines

TWO WRONGS THAT SHOULD
BE RIGHTED

WEWB would like to know whether the
attorneys for the people who are
marked out for persecution in the
courts of this territory intend to take
any steps towards ararrestingg the im-
proper and unprecedented course of
thedistrict attorney in two important
particulars

first in regard to the enforced tes-
timony of lelegalI1 wives in cases against
their lawful husbands ladies occu-
pying that position are arrested by im-
pudent and brutal deputies forced be 1

fore commissioners and grand lorieses
and compelled to testify in regard to
the most private affairs and relations
of their husbands weWeh ayeno hes-
itation in saying that this is indioin alo
lation ot the statutory as well as the
common law and of principles ofjurisprudencethat have gogovernedverned civi-
lized communities for centuries

we are aware of the ruling of jujude
zane on this matter in a certain casecage

but the question Is one of such im
that it ought to be thoroughly

tested it was a hasty investigation
that resulted in the decision requiring
the legal testify the court as
usual acting as the attorney pulled the
string A careful examination of the
utah statutes taking one withanother
giving each existingexisting provision bearing
on the subject its dueue weight estab-
lishes clearly the conviction that a
legal wife cannot be permitted much
lessless compelled to give evidence against
her husband except with the consent otof
both parties or in a civil or criminal
action by one against the other or for
a crime committed by one against the
other involveinvolvingng criminal violence the
law of 1878 relating to this matter las
as valid as the law of 18841894 because itisit is
not repealed by the latter the two
must be viewed together one ex-
plains the other and when so re-
ceived they are in accord with estab-
lished principles and with the rulings
of the supreme court of the united
states
we would like to see this important

point competently decided we con-
sider that mere snap judgment has been
taken upon it the bars have been enthatin that
way let down and now the district
attorney browbeats legal wives with
the same insolence and per-
tinacitytinacity with which he is wont to
insult the plural wives who are un-
fortunate enough to fall victims to his
legal assaults such proceedings arean
a disgrace to any court in this boasted
land of freedom and equal rights

the proposition to make lawful that
which is now being done under pre

tense of law has been more fatal to the

new edmunds bill than anything elsel
contains it raised a storm of oppos-
ition from all quarters and is r-
egarded as infamous if it is in-

famous as a legislative propropos-
ition

post
how much more infamous is it in

practice without the passage of the
measure to legalize it if it were
not used in the prosecution of mor
mons I1 in the class of cases now spec-
ially prosecuted in the utah courts it
would cost the official head of every
person engaged in the shameful bus-
tness

bus-
iness

second in regard to compelling wi-
tnesses to give their opinions and ideas
and guesses as to matters and
cases under trial the law only0 I1 re-
quires witnesses to testify of taingthings
which they know opinion hearsay
imaimaginingshuingstuings ideas are not evidence
but when witnesses answer questions
often personal impudent and uncalled
forwith 11Idodo not know they are pliedpiled
with queries as to what they think what
they supposesup ose and hearsay testimony
is taken torfor evidence against defend-
ants placed in jeopardy we denounce
this as unlawful and extrajudicialextra j judicialuricialcial no
court that has any respect for law or
decency would permit it and no wi-
tness is under legal obligation to ex-
press opinions repeat rumors or state
anything under oath but what the wit-
ness knows of his or her own knowl-
edge

this is so clearly right that it seems
superfluous to state it yet witnesses
are badgered and threatened and
compelled to answer questions about
their belief and opinion in fregard to

facts when they have no knowledge tola

relation thereto we view this also as

an outrage perpetrated under I1legal

pretense a lawless exercise of t

over right
we hope to see some firm and liai

daunted legal wife stand up for iff
rights and the rights of her sex inicein ate

courts that permit these outrages TAlet
us see how long a lawful wife can be

imprisoned for refusing to teo
against her husband I1 let us see how

long a witness who has lavtlawfullyfully a-
nswered a question by saying I11 I do not

know I1 I1 can be incarcerated for re-
fusing to testify as to her opinion or

idea concerning a fact of which
no knowknowledgeledgel itisit is quite probie
that an attempt would be made

to commit to the penitentiary
both a lawful wife and another

witness who declined to answer

these unlawful questions butlength
theythe

could not be kept there for any length
of time there are lawful means

thank god of testing such questions
and of rousing the country and the

administration to the iniquities pru
tided upon the peaceable people of

utah under the nam of law sidand the

pretense of morality
these two points ought to be tested

without delay witnesses are being
imposed upon and coerced almost
every day it is all wrong and as we
firmly believe unlawful tadad we
think that witnesses should be properly
instructed as to their so that
some one who has the conrage of
conviction and the physical wdod moral
stamina to endure the threats and dan-
gers of imprisonment for a brief sea-
son may stand firmly for those rights
which are dear to every citizen and
which it should be the aimof all just
menen and women to struggle for and
maimaintainetain inviolate

THEIRE DEFUNCT GRAND

grand jury for the february term

is discharged they wound a
report which appears elsewhere in

this paper the labors of0 that body


