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EDIedleditorialsTO R
WHOSE axisOX IS GORED NOW

tileTHE baptist deeryweekly gives an ac-
count odtheof the conversion of three
youngt

9 ladledinalea and theirchoir father from
the episcopal church to the babap-
tist

p
faitfaltfaithanahandand the determined op-

position of their relatives tofo their
baptism the weekly speaks of the

terrible responsibility ofot interfer-
ing with the religious rights of
thebethese personspersona to the exextenttent of for-
bidding their connection with a
baptist church andandl asks

adodo we live in america Is this
the land of religious liberty can
such tyranny exist in
the nineteenth century and in this
land of civil and religious liberty
or will public opinion demand that
everyoneevery one shall be permitted to en-
joy the right to worship god accor-
ding to the dictates of conscience

to which we respond the bap-
tists have joined all other religious
bodies in thetho countcountry in urging9congress and the courts to exercise
thiathis very species of tyranny against
which the weetsyweekly now complains it
wabwas allali right when used putdownto

mormon religious liberty but
allaliallmwrongrong if it interferes in the least
degree with baptist religious liber-
ty one mightier than any sect or
party or government or court has
said with what measure ye mete
it shall be measured to you again
and the baptistsbaptista as well as other
denominations will find that it
holds true with societies and
nations advellas well as individuals the
weekly should remember that the
whole 61 christian fraternity have
been rejoicing over the judicial de
ciscon against the mormonscormonsMormons that
while religious opinions are free
religious acts may be suppressed Is
notnob baptism a religious act

AERIAL AND GOVERNgovernment
telegraphy

SOMEbome time ago we referred to the
achievements of professor loomis
of washington D 0 with his sosbossys-
tem of aerial telegraphy that
gentleman castillis still pursuing his in-
vestigations and conducting ex-
perimentsperi ments the principal fieldnield of his
operations being in west virginia

aerial telegraphy is based on the
theorytheo ry thauthai at certain elevations
there is a natural electric current
by taking advantage of which
wirewires8 inaymay be wholly dispensed
with he claims to have telegraph-
ed eleven miles by meansmeana of kites
flown with copper wire when
the kites arrived at thothe same alti-
tude or reached the same current
communication by means of an
apparatus similar to the morse in-
strumentment was easy and perfect

professor loomis says he has re-
cently discovered that the tele-
phone can be used for this method
of communication as well as tele-
graph instruments and of late he
has donedona all his talking with hishia
as 20 milesmilea away by tele-
phone the connection being entire-
lyy aerial he claims to be able by
this method to telegraph
the oceanaocean thisthid however re-
mains to be proven but
bishid experiments arear exceedinglyexceedingy
interesting f andaud are dittritttat unlikely to
develop an rettritt newnow ulu much
superior stem of genera commu-
nicationnication thauthan thethie best now in use

connected with this subject is
the question of governmental con-
trol of the teletelegraphraph which has sev-
eral times batenen agitated in this
country and which has been put
to the tuatteat in europe not however
very much to the encouragement of
the advocates of the measure on
this side of thetiie atlantic

A statistical table giving the re
and expenditures of europe

an telegraphs for the year ending
dec 1877 as compiled from
official reportsreportsj shows that of the
following named countries there
were only bourinfour in which the re-
ceipts exceeded the expenses vizgermany austro hungary bel-
gium denmark 3 spain francenorway the netherlands portu-
gal rouBouroumaniamaniamanla russia sweden
and switzerland franceyfrance rouma-
nia russia and switzerland8wi tzerlandehland being
the only ones of the number
wherein the receipts were in ex-
cess of the expenditures the tele-
graph in the remainder neingbeing main-
tained at a loss during that year

this is pretty conclusive evi-
dence that when under the con

ttroito of private corporations the
ttelegraph Is a touch betterbettor paying
I1investmentnvestment thanthau when juiljua asai a
9governmentovernment appendage

FAMINE AND pestilence JEN
BRAZIL

aliimauAlniouan wowe are lyinghyingiving in-ain-
h
day

of railroadsand teletoletelegraphsgrahs wwhenhen
the chief news ofot the worldworldibdIsia
brought to our doors every day
eventseventa of vast magnitude transtrana
pire about which wo know little ordr
the real significance of which does
not impress itself upon our minds
in the great variety of items pres-
ented it iaIs notilot strange that most of
them attract only passing attentionat fenten alon
and few remain stamped I1tiponupon ththee
mind nor that bompsome which aroare of a
startling character should be over-
looked or glanced at as of trifling
importance

we make these remarks in view
of the terrible calamities in north-
eastern brazil about whichwhich we
gave some particulars a few weeks
ago the fearful natnutnatureure and ex-
tent of the taminefamine and pestilence
ceara are but little understoodtoo
the public have been informed
that peopleveople were dying in that pro
incavinc fromefrom hunger and disease but
the horrible details have not been
given until quite recently and on-
ly brief notices of the scourge have
appeared in the newspapers

the new york kerald of the
dinst contains an elaborate ac-

count filling nearly seven col-
umns of closeblose print wwrittenritten by a
correspondent on the spot describ-
ing the fearful sufferings of th-ethe
famine stricken people and the
awful condition of the smittenteliteri
country from this it appears
that the region of the famine is14

that part of brazil known as the
is principalprincipallylypa rolling

plainlainiain about miles in widthatchstretchingineing westward from the coast1

between the ydayoa nuuenu crrs
francisco rivers and containing
about inhabitants the
chief locality of the distress is the
province of ceara with a8 popula-
tion of the capital piof which
is fortaleza the general population
of which is about

the people in the bertao are
mostly very poor astheras thereenreeareare nvno
manufacturing interests and the
land is chiefly owned byjay a few
white proprietors the great bulk oi01
the population being a mixture of
blacks whites and indians agri-
culture and stock calsing are the
usual pursuits and these are de-
pendent upon the winter rains for
there are no permanent rivers in
that district and in the dry season
when the grass is withered and the
trees leafless holes have to be dug
inin the beds of streams for water for
the use of man and beast when
the winter months are rainrainlessleasless the
drouth brings extreme distress jor
the people are improvident and
livejive from hand to mouth one sea-
sons crop being consumed before
another can be raised

the early of 1877 were
dry the grass dried up there were
no leaves on the trees the cattle
were moaningmeaning for water and the
people beau to buffersuffer forwoodforifor food the
large stock owners bommen
ing their cattle to save aleviehe meat
and hidesbides and tehethehe peasant31 begged
for a morsel of ilfleshesh and difdirdiegbauchgauchsuch
riots as the countrycoun try affordedrifford ed which
were oleauleaomeme and some of
them poisonous then they began
to flocaflock into the largerjarger villages and
towns in the provinces of ceara

and rio grande people be-
gan to die of hunger as early as
mayhtay the blazing sun scorched up
every vestige of vegetation littletowns with a normal population of
two or three thousand became
crowded with from fifteen to twen-
ty thousandthousands while fortaleza had

famishing wretcheswretches camped
in its vicinity by the close of thethe year girls sold themselves for
bread men banded together as rob
bersbersandbersanaand committed depredations
provisions of all kinds rose to prices
unreachable by the poorpoors private
chiichiLcharityrity failed to imsetmeet the tremen-
dous demand and the starving emi-
grants in trying to reach other pro-
vinces dropped dead by the way by
hundreds

the year 1878 opened dry andaud
without a ray of hope the coun-
try was blasted thecattlecattie destroyed
the cotton and sugar business dead
no crops no water in the river beds

refugeerefugeesseffsr camped around the
townsang no money in the provincial
treasurytrereaspry smallpoxsmallemail pox added to the

faminefamine the following letterletten from
a government commissioner at
granjagradja a little town near the sea
coast will give an idea of the situa-
tion and his picture will serve to
portray the scenes at other places

As I1 pen these lines I1 am tor-
mented almost deafened by cries
imprecations tears groans of a
people driven wild and agonized by
famine nakedness and disease
A thousand at a timetimo theythey beg a
morsel for the love of god for the
divine pity that they may save for
a moment some child torn by hun-
ger

hun-
get A grave woman pushed about
by the people begsbega to save herself
from the monsterster that devours her
to save the child in herhei womb
another cries for broth for her hubhua
bandbaud who is prostrated almost in-
animate by that worst of diseases
famine another shows hehher bony
body with hardly rags to loverhercover her
nakedness a horrible sighteight an
other for her husband
her son her brother all dying to-
gether one justjuat cried to newe
help me for the five wounds of

christl I1 am fullingfj this one
says senorbenorenor listen to me who am
dying with my children she
cries groans curses but what cancad
I1 do there are many there are Bs
many aiasalas thousands who would
have help at once and how shall
I1 help thum when I1 have no re
sources rightight days ago the com-
mission bought provisions and ar-
ranged money on the faith of the
government which had edea
resources but these have not
comeicome we can do nothing and the
people are cursing uaus they give
onlyonty to their favorifavoritestear 21 the crowd
bays and then they cry fiercely

you have food for us give it at
oncel

As the months crept on and no
rain except useless showers came
down the horror intensified the
herald writer says

then the whole bewildered
famine stricken panic wild crowd
came rushing down to Fortafortalizaiezzilezzi
and the coast culesculea food
for the road naked sick dying

arwafreavu cfc F chey lreairea arom irwyman for himself children striving
vainly to keep up with their par-
ents crying as they roll over the
toughi with bleeding feet and
skeleton bodies walking crawling

begging where noone could
give for how could a man support

they were famished
when they artedstartedet three four
five days they heldhold their way
rhennhen they fell by the roadside and
groaned and died someborne pitying
hand perhaps threw a handful ot
earth over them but for the most
part baca was too busy with his
own safety to care for others bo80
our human brothers died

horrible stories are told of chil-
dren devouring rats cats doga
carrion and refuse while authenti-
cated statements are mademadd of in-
fants being boiledbelled and eaten bjby their
starving parentaltaital one hundred and
fifty ththousand people perished
small Ppoxox attacked the dirty
homehomelesslessiiessi naked people and they
were tumbled into holes dug in the
aandy soil fronifrom a dozen to twenty
inain a pile the arising from
the porous ground was nearly un-
bearable iand strong men died frfromom
asphyxia while digging trenches to
bury the dead the heraldkerald corres-
pondent visited the spot where 20

bodies were thinly covered upmp
in these horrible pits and could
scarcelyI1 Y bear the scent for five min-
utestteiceutes

the natural query will be what
did the government of brazil do
while the famine was raging we
regret to answer much of the time
nothing the provincial govern-
ments of the afflicted districts did
what they could but the general
government at first treated the
mmatteraater as an exaggerationbulbutt after
aa time voted a credit of
for a million starving peopled and
while the great exodus was goinggoding
on there were two government
storehouses at fortaleza full of pro-
visionsvisvisionslonsions in january a newnow ministry
was formed which found a deficit
in the treasury of but
at once furnished aid paper money
was issued food and clothing sup-
plied emigration made easy and
along in july labor provided for
the refugees in cleaning streets

I1 working on government store-
houses and in building a railroad
from fortaleza to pacatubaPacatuba 35
miles

but the evil consequences of
supplying food and raiment on the
pauper principle were here mani-

ltested after a few weeks relief the

people settled into a condition of
mendicancy and idleness and
would botnot work when able they
drew their rations and spent their
time in lazinesslazio essesa if work had been
made a condition of supplies for
hethe healthy great public improve-

ments might havehaye been made with
the money giyenglyen awayhway in greIcechari-
ty and thepeople would have been
the better forittorfor it but at the latest
accounts they had increased in flesh
but not in healthandhaud to add to the
horrors of the situation a disease
similar in all respectsrespectstoto the black
plague in europe had broken out
being fatal in its attacks after
twenty four hourshoum

the effect of such a famine and
pestilence are one province
ceara utterly ruined its popula-
tion reduced from to

and the death rate still enor-
mous and probably deaths
in other proAnces not fullytully report-
ed ma awful mortality is said to
exceed anything known in the his-
tory of the world bearing in its
worst period a higher ratio to the
population than that otof the great
plague of london or any of the
famous of the old
world

we have refrained from giving
many ef the horborhorrible details related
by the jeraldferaldJE correspondent and
have only alluded to the subject
that our rehreireadersudera may obtain some

the terrible scourge which
has visited one emailsmall district of
country in southbouth america Wwhathat
with plague pestilence famine
earthquakes warmwarn rumors of warbware
and various troubles that are caus-
ing commotion in the earth we
may well reflect upon the sayings
of the savior in regard to the
tokens of his cominecoming and those
who are wise will discern the deigns
cfc f the times prepare themselves for
the tribulation at hand and take
earecarecare to be watchful and readyready for
ellsbis appearing

government versus STATES
bightsEIGHTS

TIIETHE national citizen for february
is a double sheet full of well
on fi afpf oi

on the woman suffrage
question the minutes of the con-
vention at washington in wwhichaich
the ladyjady delegates from utah parti-
cipatedci are given at great length
and a prominent feature is an ad
dressdieas by mrs 11matildaatildaatlida joslyn gage
on united states Righta vs statesstater
rights which iaIs reported in full
it is a very able paper and

shows among other points that
the doctrine of state rightsbights was
not of southern origin but started
in new calhoun

i

learned its principless not in south
carolina but at yale college in
connecticut from professor Ddwightwight
and in the law office of
parsons in massachusetts

mrm gage attempts to prove that
the united states have created sev-
eral classes ofvotersandband argues from
this their right to confer the suf-
frage upon women we think khethe
lady lais a little mistaken in her po-
sition aaAs chief justice waitewalte
of the U 8 supreme court
decided in the case of minor vs
happersettHappersatt the united states hahas
no voters 11 but mrs gage claims
thatteat while this is the theory yet

the united states has practically
endowed whatever class it pleased
with the suffrage in proof of
this she citeseltes the fourteenth and
afifFifteenthamendments to the con-
stitutionution the neutralizing effect
thereof upon a statute of new york
establishing a color property quali-
ficationfleatficatficationeonfon of the restoration to
the franchise of amamnestiednestled rebels
the provision that a foreigner must
be ome a citizen or declare his injn
tensionstentions before hebe can vote and

i

the jaaww giving foreigners who have
served in the army and been honor-
ably discharged the right to vote
summing these up mrs
thus at the time of judge waites

decision we clearly hadbad four classes
of united states voters the black
man the amamnestiednestled man the na-
turalized man and the foreigner
who fought in the union army IJ

it is strange that as clear a think-
er as mrs gage should fall into so
grave an error the united states
in passing the laws severally allaud
ed to did not make a single voter
in either of the classes enumerated
there is no united states law ggiv-
ing

v
foreigners who fought in thethe

union army or nuyany one else I1 the
right to vote all the provisions

referred to relate to citizenship
alone with the exception of the
constitutional amendment delelardeclar-
ing that thetho right to vote shall not
be denied or abridged on account
orraceof race color etc and it should be
Undeunderstoodloodhood that this does not create
voters it simply forbids race dis-
tinctionsions being connected with the
suffrage the united states declare
who shall be ClUciucitizenszeuszens the states
provide who shall be voters citi-
zenshipzenship the suffrage
else women would be votvotersersalerbalall over
thutheUnited states on the same terms
aias mentornien fortorfoi a woman iaIs a citizen justjuat
asso much as a man an infant
borbornA in the united states is
a citizen equally with an adult
but no citizen can vote until 21
years of age

the united states havebave created
several classes of citizens but hayehayo
passed no law prescribing thutho qual-
ifications of voters because the
power todotadoto do this consti-
tution does nnotot belong to congress
but to the slatestate legislatures the
fourteenth Amendamendmentpaelittit does not
create voters it simply removes a
disability it deep not touch thetho
property qualification imposed by
the newnow york statute bilutbut only
wipes out the color line ifit that
law provided a tayxaytaktax qualification of

on all male citizens neither
congress nor the constitution would
touch it but the provision refer-
ring specially to colored citizens
was made void by the fourseefourteenthnth
amendment this and nothing
moremorg aoto farjar aaas that law was con-
cerned

yewe arere as much in favofavor of wo-
man suffrage aa ilaita lady advocates
and must say we have never heard
or readtead a and substantial ar-
gument against it undertinder american
institutions but Wwe think thothe
views 0off some ot itits supporters only
weaken their cause and that errors
willwiil never strengthen ahny systemhaylor give weight to any ppleasaas that
may be advanced no matter how
abieableableandand brillibrilliantautant may be the advo-
cate wenye therefore point out this
mistake of the talented lady from

speech we have quoted not
as a blow from an enemy but as
support from a friend fjorilorfor truth will
win in the long run and all error

and we consider it important
that the constitutional light ot the
PEOPLE to frame their own local

in rejarelarelationtiou to the elective fran-
chise shshouldouid be generally under-
stood and everywhere maintained
for there is a growing tendency to
centralize power in this govera
ment to concentrate in the
hands of a few the rights and privi-
leges of the multitudetude to in-
crease the national and lessen ther
local authoraauthorityty and rivegiveive to the
federal government that which
of right belongs to the states
this iais a movement backward
a retrogressiou towards the monar-
chialchialandand despotic system against
which the fathers of our country
arose in their might and it is the
duty of every loverloven of freedom and
popular rights to do his part in
maintaining theahe liberties of the
bodbodyy of the people

NOTES AND
curiosities r

A SINGLE message from
tantaa to thezhe london icanitanstandarddard re-
cently is said to have cotcoat BIXlaim hun-
dred pounds about three thouthousandand
allarsdeidel larblars

the americanamerlean
company ot0 newhew yorisyork city an or-
ganization for the purpose of doing
a general message and letter deliv-
ery hashab so complete a system that
fifty thousand letters iLdaddresseddressed to
all parts of the city caneau be deliver-
ed in one hour
the london vailfall wallmail gazettegazelle in

an article on english government
telegraphs shows that in the year
1871 the revenue on each million
messagesmebamesaagesagea was over ninety thousand
pounds as against less than seventy
thousand pounds during 1878 this
without diminution in the charge
this show flatteringly for
the advocates of0 government aror
postal telegraphs

by the use of the microphone in
connection with the seismograph
by annit italian liroprofessorfessor the vibra-
tions of the earth at vesuvius have
beenbeeri rendered audible the seismo-
graph permits an attentive observer
to note the vibrations of the ground
by aid of a microphone transmitter
and telephone rereceiverdelver the ear can
now perceive the tone of vi-
brationsbrations or so to speak the palpi-
tation of the earth


