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the war. The Bpanlish fleat, attempting
%o leave the harbor, was met by the
American squadron under command of
Oommodeore Sampson. In lesa than
three hours all the Spamish ships were
destroyed, the two torpedo hoats sunk,
and ; the Marla Teresa, Almirants
Oquepdo, Vizcaya and Cristobal Colon
driven ashore. The Spanish wadmiral
and over 1,200 men werc taken prlson-
ers, while the enemy’s loss of life was
deplorably large, some 38X hundred per-
iah¥ng. On our slde but owe man was
Killed and one man aenfously wounded.
Alithough our shlps were repeaterdly
atrugk, not one was seriously injured.
Whege all so consplcuously distingu-
ished themselves, from the command-
ers to the gunpers, and the unnamed
heroés ¢n the bodler rooma, each and all
contributimg toward the achievement
of this astounding vlctory, for which
nelther ancient nor modern history
affords a parallel ln the completeness
ef the event, and the marvelous dis-
proputtlon of casualties, it would be
invidloua to single out any for speolal
honor. Deserved promotion hasa
rewarded the mwore conspicuous actors
—the natlon’'s profoundest gratlitude is
due to ull of those brave men, who by
thetr akill and devotlon in a few short
hours crushed the sea-power of Spaln
and wrought a trlumph whose decisive.
ness and far-reaching effects can gcarce-
1y be measured. Not can we be unmind-
ful of the achievements of our bullders,
mechanios and artleans for their ekill
in the construction of our war ships.

WIth the catastpophe of Santlago,
Spaln’s effort upon the ocean wirtyally
ceased. A spasmodic effort toward tbe
end of June to send her MediterTanean
fleet under Adn¥iral Camara to relieve
Manlka was abandoned, the expeditlon
bedng recalled afiter it had pasesed
through the Seuz canal. The capitula-
thon of Santiago followed. The city was
clogely beselged by land, while the
entrance of our ships Into the harbor
cut off all rellef om that sitde. After a
ttuce to allow of the removal of the
non-oombatanda, protracted mnegotia-
Hons continued from July 3 untll July
16, when, under rmenace of Immedlate
assault, the prelmnaries of surrender
were agreed upomn.

SANTIAGO OCCUFPIED.

On the 1Mh. General Shafter occupied
the elty. The capitutation embraced
the entlre ecastern end of Cuba, The
number of Spanlsh soldlers surrendered
was 22700, all of whom were subse-
quently donveyed to Spaln at the charge
of the United States. The story of
this successful campalgr 13 ‘told In the
report of the secretary of war, which
witl be takd before you, ‘The individual
valor of officers and soldiers was never
myre sirikingly shown than In the sey-
eral engagements leading "o the sur-
render of Santlago, while the prompt
movements and successive victorles
won Instant and unlversal applause,
To those who galned thls complete tri-
umph which egtablished the ascendancy
of the United States npon land as the
fight off Santiago had flxed our su-
premacy on the seas, the earnest and
Imsting gratitude of the nation 1§ un-
gparingly due. Nor should we alone
remember the gallantry of the lving:
the dead clalm our tears, and our losses
by battle and disease must cloud any
exuMation nt the resubt and teach us to
welgh theawrful cost of war, however
rightful the cause or slgnal of-victory,

ADVANCE ON PORTO RICO.

With the fall of Santlago the occu-,

patien of Porto Rlco became the next
strategle necesaity.

Qeneral Miles had previously beén as-
slgned to organize an expedition for
that purpose; fortunately he wae al-
ready at Santiago, where he had ar-
rived on the t#h of July with rein-

forcements for Qeneral Shatter's army,

With these troops, conalsting of 3,416
infantry and arilllery, two companies
©of engineers and one company of the
signal corps, Gen. Miles left Guantana-
m<¢ on July 21, having nine transports
convoyed by the flest under Captaln
Hlgginson, with t¢he Massachusetts
(fagship), Dixie, Gloucester, Columbla
and Yale 'the two latter carrying
troops.  The expedition landed at Gua-
nlca July 25, which port was entiered
wigh llttle opposition. Here the flest
was jolned by the Annapolls, end Wasp,
while the Puritan and Amphltrite went
to San Juan and jolned the New Or-
leans, which was engaged In blockadlng
that port. The major general com-
manding was subseqguently relnforced
by Genemal Schwann's brigade of the
Third army corps,by Gen. Wilagn, with
a pagt of his division, and also by Gen.
eral Brooke, with a part of his eorps,
numbering in all 16,972 offlcers and
men.

CAPITULATION OF PONCE.

On July 27 he entered Ponce, one of
the most important porta In the {shand,
from which he thereafter dlrected
opegations of the capture of the island,

With the exception of enicounters with
the enemy at Guayama, Hermlguerez,
Ovamo and Yauco, and an athack on
a force handed at Cape San Juan, there
was no sertous resistance. The cam-
paign was prosecuted with great vigor,
and hy the 12th of August much of the
istand was ln our possession and the
acquisition of the remalnder was only
a matter of a short time. At most of

the pointa In the island our troops
were enthusiastiorlly weicomed. Pro-
tesuations of loyalty to the Hag and

gratitude for delivery from Spanlsh rule
meéd our commanders at every stage.
As o potent Influence toward peace, the
owticome of the Porto Rican expedition
was of great consequence, and generous
commendation s due to those who par-
ticlpated In It.

CLOING CHAPTER OF WAR,

The tast scene of the war was en-
acted at Manlla, its stacting pitace. On
August 15, after a brief assault upon
the works by the fand forees, in which
the squadron nwsisted, the capital sur-
rendered unconditionally, The casual-
ties were comparatively few. By this,
conguest of the Phlllppine |siands, vir-
tually aecomplished when the Spanish
capachis for resistance wuas destroyed
by Admiral Dewey's victory of the first
of May, was formally sealed. To Gen.
eral Merritt, hia officers and men, for
the uncomplaining and devoted services,
for their gallantry in actlon, the patlon
Is sincerely gmateful. Their long voy.
age was made with singular success
and the soldlerly conduct of the men,
of whom many were wkhout previous
experlence |n the military dervice, de-
servea unmeasured praise.

The total casualtles in kllled and
wounded in the army during the war
waid as follows: Officers killed 23; en~
limged men killed 257: total 280 officers
wounded 113;: enlisted men wounded 1.-
464: total 1,677; of the navy, killed 17;
wounded 67; died as result of wiounds
1: Invalided from service §; total 51,

It will be observed ‘that while our
navy was engaged in two great bat-
tles and In numerous perilous wunder-
takingm in the blockades and bombard-
ments, and more than 50,000 of our
troops were transported ¢o distant
lands, and engaged In assault and selge
and battle, and many skirmishes In un-
famillar territory, we lost In both arms
of the service a total of 1,668 kitled and
wounded; and In the entire campalgn
by land @nd scn we did not lose m gon
or w fag or a transport or a ship, and
with the exception of the crew of the
Merrima¢, not a soldler or sallor was
taken prisoner.

On August Tth, forty-slx days from

the date,of landing of General Bhafier's
army in Cuba, and twenty-one daya
from 4the surrender of Santiago, the
U. B. troops commenced embarka-
tlon for home, and our entlre force was
returned to the Unlted Statws as early
as August 24th. They wera absent
from the United States only two
months,

1t is fitting that I should bhear testl-
mony to the patrlotism and devotion of
that large portlon of our army which,
although eager to be ordxred to the
post of greater exposure, [ortunately
was not reqguired outslde of he Unlted
States,

They dld thelr whole duty, and, like
thelr comrades at the front, have earned
the gratitude of the natlon. In llke man-
ner, the officers and men of the army
ind of the navy who rematned in thelr
jepartments and statlons of the navy,
performing most important diutles con-
nected with the war, and whose re-
quests for asslgnment In the fleld and
at sea It was compelled to refuse be-
cause thelr services were Indlspensakle
here, are entitled to the highest com-
memndation. It is my regret that Lhere
seems to be no provision for their suig~
able recognltion.

TRIBUTE TO RED CROSS,

In this connection it 13 a pleagure :o
me to mention In terms of cordlal ap-
probation, the timely and useful work
of the American National Red Cross.
both In relief measures preparalory to
the campalgns, In sanitary assistance at
several of the camps of assamblage,
and later, under the able and experi-
enced leadership of the president of the
soclety, Miss Clara Barton, on the flelds
of battle and In the hosplials at -the
front In Cuba. Working In conjunctien
with the government authoritles. and
under thetr sanction and approval, and
with the enthuslastic co-operation of
many patriotlc women and societles in
the varjous states, the Red Crosas has
fully maintalned its already high repu-
tatlon for intense eatpmestness and abil-
Ity to exerclse the noble purpose of its
organization, thus justifying the confi-
dence and support which It has recelved
at the hands of the Amerlcan people.
To the members and officers of this =2-
clety and all who alded them {n their
phllanthrople work,the glnoere and iast-
tng gratitude of the soldiers and <he
publle is due and is freely accorded.

In trecing these eventis we
are constantly reminded of our ob-
llgations 1o the Divine Master for Hls
watchful care over us and His safe
guidance, for which the natnion makes
reverent acknowledgment and offers
humble prayer for the continuance of
His favor,

OVERTURBES OF PEACE.

The annihilation of Admiral Cervern’s
fleet, followed by the capltulation of
Santlago,having brought to the Spanish
government a realizing sense of the hope
lessness of continulng a struggle now
becoming wholly unequal, it made over-
tures for peace through the French am-
bassador, who, with the anssent of his
government, had acted as the frlendly
repredsentatiyve of Spain's interests dur-
ing the war. On the 26th day of Juiy,
M, Cambon presented a communlication,
slgned by the Duke of Almodovar, ths
Spanlsh minister of state, Inviting the
United States to state the terms upon
which It would be wlling to make
peace, Onp July 30th, by a communlca-
tlon addressed to the Duke of Almodo-
var, and handed by M. Cambon, the
terms of thls governmept were an-
nounced substantially in the protocol,
afterwards signed, On August 10th the
Spanish reply, dated August Tth, was
handed by M. Cambon to the aecretary
of state. It accecpted unconditlonally
the terms !mposed ast to Cubs, Forto
Rice and an istand of the Ladrone
group, but appeared to se¢k to intre-
duce In admissible reservatlong In re-



