
C11

ar

PIONE EEL publication
SHEi jur 2 1 0

NO 1 SALT LAKE CITY UTAH SATURDAY DECEMBER 26 1891 TOL V

WHERE IS HEAVEN

what lais heavenHeavenr
child how can I1 tell

of the beauty that rests on the city of god
mine eyes hath not seen it my feet hathbath not

trod
its golden paved streets set with jewels whose

worth
outshine and the jewels of earth
and what is heaven I1 know only this

the birthplace of glory the essence of
bliss 11

where is beavanHeavan
dear how do I1 know

we gaze into space through the blue throbbing
air

isun crowned and star gemmedgemmec and we say it
is there

above and beyond asmoreus more high and more
high

godsdods palace whose floor is our beautiful sky

and where is heaven I1 know only this
the hope of all ages wherever it Is
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in arising to address the saints this
afternoon I1 do soBO with a great desire
in my heart that I1 may have the as-
sistancesial and presence of the spirit of
god that that which may be said may
be of profit to all who shall hear 1 and
that thisabia marmair be the case I1 trust that I1 I1

shall have the faith of those who are
present I1 do not believe that any
elder of the church of jesus christ of
latte rd saints who feels as he
should do would ever have any in-
clinationcliclinanationtiou to speak to the people unless
liehe hadbad the assurance that the lowdlod
would assist him and give unto him
that which should be said I1 never
wish to speak unless I1 can be edified
by my own remarks and when we
have the assistanceassi stanco of the lord
those who speak and those who bearhear
are mutually bene fitted

asaAs a people and asa individuals we
need to know the and will oiof
god concerning oursourselveselyes we are
told this is our privilege the lord
has told us in great plainness that he
is willing to pour out his holy spirit
in power upon his peddle who seek
for it he has also told us it is his
desire that his people should live so

near unto him that he can communi-
cate unto them his mind and his will
in other words that he will guide his
church by revelation as in days of
old and thip constitutes one of the
great differences which exist between
the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints and all other churches and
organizations of a religious character
upon the face of the earth there is
one church at least which be-
lieves in a priesthood which it
is alleged has derived its power
from the days of the savior and his
apostles but it is not a general be-
lief that the lord inspires men and
gives unto themthein his word in our
day in the church of jesus christ
however it is distinctly understood
that the church cannot stand cannot
progress cannot accomplish the mis-
sion assigned unto it unless there be
constant communication from god to
man this as I1 have remarked is a
distinctive feature and causes a9 great
deal of opposition because men who
do not have faith are apt to attribute
and do attribute to mens brains and
mens imaginations that which the
church may accept as the counsel of
heaven but it is most unreasonable
itif we believe the words contained in
the bible to suppose that the church
of christ can be organized on the earth
without receiving communication fromfroah
the head of the church it isiff true
that in christendom the universally
accepted belief isi that there has beenbeem
no communication from god to men
1sinceince the days of the apostles noth-
ingililgtthathathashas been written or spoken
sinceince the clclose ot ole soptscripturesu reo is ac-
cepted by christendom as
or coming direct from god Theothe canonanon
of scripture hasbas been closed according
to the general belief but it is believed
that in previous times god did com-
municatemuni cate his mind and will to the
childrenchildrenofof men the writers of the
books of the old and nownew testaments
are credited with the gift of inspira-
tion they wrote as they were moved
upon by the holy ghost and among
religious people who believe in christ
as the of the world these writ
ingsinge are considered sacred

it is a remarkable fact that god
never had a people upon the earth
whom he acknowledged as ats who
did not receive communications con-
cerning his mind and will and his
purposes connected with the earth and
the in inhabitantshabitants thereof he revealed
himself to the prophets he sent them

forth as jonah was sent to ninevehNio eveh
and confirmedhe confirmed the truth of their
words by fulfilling them I1inn those
days when their was no communica-
tion from him it was considered a
sign of the departure ofef the people from
the rightI1 path after the death of
samuel saul sought to obtain
communication from heaven there
was no prophet in the land no urica
and Thummim and he had recourse
to the witch of endor to obtain some
knowledge concerning that which he
wanted to know and this is recorded
as an evidence of sauls wickedness
the case olof elijah and the priests of
baal tois another notable instance of the
diedifferencetrence between a servant of
god and those who are not his
servants these priests professed
to have divine authority and elijah
proposed a test to show to the people of
israel whether they were what they
pretended to be or not elijah looked
upon it as essentially necessary that
there should be communication from
god to man and that there should be
a recognition by god of the authority
which he had bestowed upon him so
it has been in all the history that has
come to us from genesis to malachiMala obi

when the savior came among men
there had been a long period of time
wherein there bad been no voice of
inspirationinsel ratios heard among the jews and
the whole nation was startled at the
statements which the lord jesus made
concerning his authority and the au-
thority which he bestowed upon hishio
servantsserva nW it was one of the great
accusations which they made against
him that he being a man made
himself equal with god they could
not understand how a man could re-
ceive such power as he professed toti
have they were shocked at that
which he taught them but he
taught litehis disciples faith in god he
taught them that the works which he
did they could do and even greater
because he was going to the father
he inspired them with the principle
of fafaithith he reproached them con-
stantly because they were of little faith
he told them that all things were pos-
sible to them that believed antiand it
had a great effect upon his disciples
their faith was increased and after
the saviors crucifixion they received
a gretgreit endowment of power from on
high with which they went forth antiand
accomplished great and mighty works
in the name of their master and in ac-
cordancecordance with the promises which he


