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for relatives and friends were going to
disperse every one his own way. The
Elders, too, sbed tears at the parting
with those whom they had learned to
love. Many aftecting scenes took place
and nobody seemed asbamed to give
vent to his feelings. Your correspon-
dent found it hard to part with his
Maori and European brethren, sisters
and iriends, who bave treated him so
kindly during his stay among them.
“The Australasian mission has a grand
" prospect of doing good, and needs more
Elders o accoraplish the spread of the
Gospel in these lands. God speed the
work ot the Lord and all who would
favor the cause of Zion at home or
abroad!
B. H. HOLLINGWOKTH,
Clerk of Conference.

POLYSOPHICAL OR MUTUAL IM-
PROVEMENT.

Probably tbe first organlzation in
Utnb for mental, musical and soolal
entertalnment originat:d with Preai-
dent Lisrenzo Bnow,wbo, in the winter
of 1864, invited once 8 week to bis resi-
dence in tbis city a few who bad pyo-
clivities uné more or less talent suitable
for suob a gatbhering.

When the namee of the choice
apirita who contributed there are
@voked from the not often used deptbe
©of mumory, it is easy to see tbal many
of the elements of success were witbhin
reach, and it ia also easy (o acoount for
the refinement and Iocreased interest
in sucb entertsinweuts which came
after President Saow?’s appolntment to
preside at Box Elder, e bad already
deslgnated as his succesaore in the cou-
trolof those entertainments, Brotbers 8.
W. Rioharde, C. V. Bpencer, and Wm,
JFddington, «nd as t1ese were more or
lese 1amiliar with incoming talent
from tbhe Old World, & greater variety
was all tbe time being added to the
already active few.

Ipstrumental and vocal musle, brief
jectures and essays, reotiations and
anecdote, poety and song, made an
evening to be louked for as well as long
remembered, so the attendance In-
creased beyond the accommodation,
and s commikitee of twelve was formed
10 seoure further influenca and variety.
‘The originai Polysopbloal society tbus
met with and concentrated congenial
element Inso modest yet eflectual a
_way, that President Brigbam Young
tendered the use ol the Seventies’Hall,
w here be and bis family became ocon-
stant attendants and cootributors; and
hiscounselors und thelr families, wiih
obher prominent breihren, were regu.
lar visitors and patronsaill the time.

But the Seventies’ Hall becaine
altogether too strait also, when to the
surprise of the commitive Presideut
¥ oung suggested removal to the Boeial
Hall, whiocb was lmmediately uuder
his conirol. Here the committee pre-
slded aiternstely, wilth & generfous
mental rivairy wbileb was ever
active to make eacb enterlainment
butler than its predecessor; and it cau
be ssid now, afler tbe Japss of go mMany
yeoars, that those gatheringe, for talent,
interest,and Lbe refinementaof oulture,
have not sluoe been equaled, much
less excelled. For, slanding promi-
nent and alone as the sooiety did, it
had command of ability which, when
siwmllar entertsinments . Wele crealed
in severs]l wards, drew oft n large por-

tion ot the seleoted and availahle ma-
terial tben witbin reacb of tbat ¢om-
mittee, Drawing room entertainments
were given quarterly, witbh an ocoa-
siona] deanoe and refresbments; and
tbese popular fealures, while not tbe
primary object of tbe organlzation,
were yet as adjuncts and concessions
to temnperaments less decidedly mental,
and tbese addendas swelled ibat im.
retus which led to imitation,and Poly-
apphical societies sprang into existenoe
with a readiness whicbh exhiblted de-
mand and aleo popularity. Ward after
ward, and outer seltlements one after
apotber, did likewise, until kindred
societies bade fair for universality.

So rendy was the response tbhat the
poseibilities of & strictly “Mormon?
literature began to dawn upon the
minde of that commlittee, and it was
continuously in contemplation to 1ssue
a guarteriy volume of original conotri-
butions illustrated by tbe portraits of
tbe leaders of the Churcb. Bat, in an
unexpected way and as preparatory to
tbe so-called *reformation,’” the poly-
sophbionl yielded its prestige totbe theo.
lugical snelety, which speedliy perisbed
of inanition, until today, the originsl
*“Polyeopbical’® name {8 only retained
ap far aa remembered by the Brigbam
Young academies in Provoand Logan,

Prasident Bnow, tbe first projeotor,
is atfli living, bale and hesarty. His
immediate successors are slso yet In
tbe flesb, But of that committes of
twelve, reven have passed away, while
tbe five remaining have thbe privi.
lege of beholding everywbere in tbe
Cburchb, like the **Phcoeaix sarisiog
irom -~ wold arbes,” . the Young
Men:z and Young Ladies’ Muotual
Improvement asaoclations, based upon
the same Jlines and e¢arrying on tbe
satne work, Almoat all the young
men and youog women of Utab are
enrolled in this way, and tbe aesocia-
tions where most successfiul are
officered by the brethren and gistera of
more varied experiencethan the native
born.j

The obeervant eye, however, sces
that the former claes are gradually
papsing away; but 1t also sees the
wonderful developmeéent and gradual
improvement of the Ilacter olass.
Whereas originally {and partly yet)
these associations bad to alinre the
youth by amusement and sometimes
nonsense, \here is & growth toward
that wbicb is jess frivoious, and in su-
cleties lately vislted whbere a manu-
soript paper is presented occasionally,
tbere is & marked advance loward an
enlarged mental or juntelleoltual stalus.
Artjcles or eseaye, contrlbutions of one
kind and anotber, bave been presented
quite io mdvance of mwuch whbich

pasaes ua literature in many
periodjeals of tble ocountry; &aDua
while gladness of heart 1is oconse-

uent on tbhie, after all that faot cuerries
with it a tinge of regrel, for as. yet tbe
vebicles for preserving many ol these
good thinge sre nnt within our rescn.

Nevertneless this mental aptitude,
the product of physical organization,
aschools and culture, le being alded ali
afong the line; and s the love of com-
pusition and Hierature growe, so will
profundity of thuuglit, facility of ex-
prezeion, and meotal power to grapple
with a tbousand problems, religious,
soclal, civil, politicai, and financial —
these will oommnand the earnest atten-
tion of tbhis untraditioped element

wbich, originating in tbese mountain
valleys,ia yet dettined to be felt around
the world.

1t ia impossible to see bow any man
can refrain now from predictine *good
tbings ooncerning Israe).”? He may
not forget the doubts and tears of years
ago, may know of long periode when
seed-sowing and gatbering were
tar from belng synonymous or as
a consequence, when ‘“*hope deferred
made the heart slck,”’ a8 it were;
when the laborers in tbe vineyard
were “few and far between;” whben to
be educated was deemed by suvme a8
equivalent or prepsratory to sure apose-
taey, when to eduoate the rising gener-
ation was accountel superfluous, and
whben dlecipline and restraint ot tbhe

“bickory witbhes’* of Zion was de-
noucced in unmeasured terms,
Deostiny willed it otberwlse. Correc-

tion ana direction, acquisition and uee
of every faculty bave uow become Im-
perative. Listlessne:s equally wilh
wildness is. escbewed, and to secure
knowledge, if not wisdom, Is deemed
the crying neceesity of the times. Bnot
the latter Ingredient of buwan cbharsc-
ter and progress will develop ftpalf
under enlarged experience: and uon-
avoidable responsibility. For all pp-
portunities and acquirements this geg.
eration is far shead of ite falhers and
motbers. Things sealed °tuv the latter
are ‘‘an open book® to the former;
while not unlikely, many things are
today studied or known which
are of doubttul sdvantage to tbe re-
ciplent, particularly if a dislike for
labor, and &n overweenlng desire to
live by a prefesslon, legal, medical,
political, sebolaetic, inancial or other-
wise, la the conclusion; or to locok upon
these avenuess of occupation as the
only bonorable,reapectable or desirable
metbotia of iivellhood, as 8o far ahead
of creative energy and oapacity that
the artisan or mechanlo is deemed lesn
valuable to society und so unwortbhy of
recognition or aesooiation.

Juding from present drift this ides
of superlority needes to be beld in
cbeck, Kven If & son does reslly
know more than bie father in some
direotione, the experlence of the Iatter
may be hest able to direct . Into profit.
abie directions the acqulsitions of the
former. Youth 18 prune enough nl.
ready to look down on tbeir progenitors
a8 nobodies, ar far from being awnart.
Tbis,bowever,ie inoompatible with the
intent and epirit of tbe Ilatter-day
work, andJ unless due bonor 1s awarded
to the authority of relationstip,
some tbioes meant for blessing
may prove to be the onpouwite ot that.

For many years, labor for tbhe pres.
ert development bas been a joy; mn-
ticipation bas been witbout duoiety;
the reeults are grea.er, grander and of
wider sweep than once expected; falth
looking into tbe fature discorne the
aver ovVerruling band, and in this fn-
cressingly aclive mentality of budding
Utab it eees the fulBillment of propbe-
sy, It recelves apew tbe assurance
that notbing sball be witbbeld from
the humblest seekur among the cbhosen
seed, unti) Isrrel shall be the bead in
art, sclenoe, literaturs and govero-
ment, the obeerved and entrusted of
all the natione, the depository of the
oracles, the favored of the heavens.
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A Presoott (A. T.) mau baes opened
a ‘"bicycle livery stable,?’ which s sald
to be meeting with much patronage.



