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FUNERAL SERVICES OF ELDER | structien it would afford, and for
WILLIAM CLAYTON. the further object of showing that

| _— although “he is dead, he yet speak-
THE funeral services of Elder Wil- |eth.” For this testimony of Bro.
liam Clayton were held on Bunday | Clayton will stand for ever, though
morning in‘the Seventeenth Ward | his body moulders into dust. And

And are they left in sorrow
And doubt to pine away?

Oh, no; in peace they’re sleeping
T:w:ﬂmammlun day.

And in Nauvoo, the ¢ity where

Then there is the banishment of
the transgressor, (not the sons of
perdition) into the prison house, =
| place of punishment, with no exal-
tation, no increase, no dominion,
| no power, whose inhabitants after

a8 to crucify their Redeemer. It]
was this feeling and this alone that
prompted him to ery out in the
agony of his soul, “It is finished,”
and then he expired.

Bat his work was not completed;

meeting-house,

There were present on the ocea-
sion many of the old-time ac-
quaintaoces of the deceased,amon
whom .were President John Tay-
lory ‘Elders D. H. Wells, Jos. F.
Smith, Blshgp*E_.' Hunter, H, 8,
Eldredge, ames Cummings,
Bishop Alexander MeRae, M, G,
Attwood, 8. F. Attwood, Capt. W,
H. Hooper, .A. H. Raleigh, A. M.
Cannon, Bishop E. Woolley, D. O,

Calder, Jacob Weiler, Bishop
Bheets, .
hisel, "Bishop Kesgler, Wm, C

Staines, Z. Bnow, Jos, Horne, Geo.
B, Wallace, John Pack, John Cot-
tam, Wm, ¥. Cahoon, and others,

In the absence of Bishop John
H, Smith, his Counselor, J. Tinge
acted for him in conducting the
services.

The opening bymn—
“Thou dos't not weep, to weep alone.”
Was sung bp the choir.
Prayer was offered by Elder

James Commings,
Singing by the choir—

“We kave mect, dear friends and brethren’

Apcstle Joseph F. Smith then
made the following remarks:

By uest of President John
Taylor, arise to make a few
remarks, I deeply and Bﬁ
cerely sympathize with ¢t

family, the wives and children of
the deceased, Bro. Wiliam Clay-
ton, who remain to mourn the loss
of the society of their husband and
father for a little season.  And yet,
when we consider all the circum-
stances, we ' conclude
that we have not very great
cause to mourn. For when a
man has lived to & good old

I am,and 8o was the deceased when
living; at the defiance of the world
to dispute those statements, They

g | are made from personal knowledge

derived from personal associations
with the Prophet Joseph Smith
himself, not with a view to gain
notoriety, but rather to leave be-
bind him his testimony with re-
| gard to this jmportant prineiple.
{ He has done so, And as he has
here stated, as having come from
the moeuth of the Presphet, this

Jos, K, Taylor, Dr. Bern-|doctrine of eternal union of hus-
+yvand and wife and of plural mar-

riage, is one of the nost important
doctrines ever revealed to Inan in
any age of the world, Without it
man would ¢ome to a fall stop;

¥ | without it we never could be exalt-

ed to associate with aund become
gods, neither coald we attain to
the power of eternal increase, or
the blessin pronounced upon
Abraham, I[sasc and Jacob, the
fathers of the faithful. |
There are but a few witnesses
ow living 1in relation to the com~
ing forth of this revalation; there
never were many that were inti=
mately acquainted with the Pro-

phet and his teaching up-
on this su%ject. I look around
me and see a number

of persons in this assembly whose
heads have grown bald and grey in
the service of God, and who had an
intimate acquaintance with our
martyred Prophet; but few, if an
of them, were 50 closely identified

with him in this matter as Brother
Clayton. oty

' There are, . however, nnuﬁgh

| witnesses to these principles to es-

tablish them upon the earth insuch
& mapner that they never can be

age, worn out as it were through
toil, passes away, we can realize
at least that he has accomplished
his mission, that he has perform-
ed his work on this earth, and is
ready to return to the father from
whence he came; behind the wail.

Bro, Clayton had reached a ripe
age, after laboring wunceasingly
among his brethren from his first
connection with the Church. :

He has had a long and varied ex-~
periengée among this people. He
was a friend and cempanion of the
Prophet Joseph Smi:n, aud it was
to his pen, to & very greal extent
that we are indebted for the history
of the Chuareh—that is, the history
of the Prophet Jos:ph more par-
ticularly,during his acqualutaoce
with him and the time nhe acled
for him as his private secreiary, io
the days of Nauvoo. We have the
‘journals which he kept daring thatl
time, in the Historian’s Office, from
whieh—in connection with those
of Elders Willard Richards and
Wilford Woodruff and the ZTimes
" and Seasons, a publication of the
Church at that time — we
have obtained the history of
the Church during that peried.
It was ‘his pen that wrote
for the first time the revelation in
relation to the eternity of the mar-
riage covenant and of a plurality of
wives, -Although that revelation
had been given to the Prophet
Joseph many years before, it was
not written until the 12th of July,
1843, at which time Elder William
Clayton, acting as scribe for the
prophet, wrote it {from his dicta-
tion. - -

I am happy to say thai he has
left on record & statement in the
shape of an affidavit, prepared by
himeel!, in relation to this import-
ant subject, for it is a subject that
is of the most vital impeortance, not
only to the Liatter-day Baints, but
to the whole world; for without the
knowledge contained in that reve-
lation we never could consummate
the object of our mission %o this
earth, we_never could falfil the

purposes of God in this estate.

I have this paper in my es-
sion and have had for a number of
months Infact it was writ-
ten at my request and then given
into my eare; and I have preserved
it with a view, when thought pre-
per, to bave it published. And as
it is a sermon of itself, it wenld
perhaps be more interesting than
anything I could say on the pre-
sent occasion, and therefore, with
Prest., Taylor’s permisainn,t will
read it to the congregation.

[ Che aflidavit was then read by
Elder Emith, but as he intends
shortly to publish it in connection
with other papérs, it is for the pre-
sent withheld. ]

AsT before eaid, I felt to read
this document because of the in-

forgotten or stamped out. For
they will Jive; they are destined f{o
live, and aléo to grow and spread
abroad upon the face of the earth,
to be received and accepted and
adopted by all the virtuous, by all
the pure in heart, by all who love
the truth, and seek to serve him

nd keep his commandments; they

e bound to prevail because they
are true principles.

Now we are called upon to pay
our last respects to Brother Clay-
ton. His spirit has taken its flight;
it has gone to the Father from
whence it came, as is taught in the
Book of Mormon. When thespirit
leaves the body, it returns, saysthe
prophet, immu;iatel]r to God to be
assigned to its place, either to asso-
ciate with the good and the noble
oues, who have lived, in the Para-
dise of God, or to be confined in the
“‘prison’’ house to await the resur-
rection of the body from the grave.
Therefore, we know that Brother
Clayton has gone to God, gone to
receive the partial judgment of the
Almighty which pertains to the
period intervening between the
death of the body and the resurrec-
tion of the body, or the separation
of the spirit from the body and
their uniting together again. This
judgment is passed upon the #pirit
alone. Bat there will come a time
which will be after the resurree-
tion, when the body and spiritsha¥
be reunited, when the final judg-
ment will be passed on every man.
This is in ac@ordance with the vis-
ion of the Apostle John the Reve-
lator. P

““And I saw the dead, small and
great, stand before God, and the
books were opened, and another
book was opened, which is the

‘book -of life: and the dead were
judged out of those things whigh
were written in the books, accord-
ing to their works,

Aund the sea gave up the dead
which were in it and death and
hell were cast into the lake of fire.
That is the second death. =

And whosoever was not found
written in the book of life was cast
into the lake of fire.”

That is the final judgment,
which w4 will all receive after we
have performed this our earthly
mission.

The Bavior did not finish his
work when he expired on the
when he cried out It is finished.”
He in using those words had ne
reference to his great mission to
the earth, but merely to the agon-
ies which he suffered. The Chbris-
tian world I know say he alluded
to the great work of redemption.
This, however, is a great mistake,
and is indicative of the extent of
their knowledgelof the plan of life
and salvation, I say he referred
merely to the agonies of death and
the sufferings he felt for the wick-
edness of men who would go so far

it wag in fact only begun. If he
had stopped here instead of his be-
ing the Savior of the world, he, as
well as all mankind, would have
perished irredeemably, never to
have come forth out of the grave;
for it was designed from the begin-
ning that he should be the first
fruite of them that slept; it was
part of the great plan that he
should burst the bands of death
and gain the victory over the grave,
If therefore his mission bad ceased
when he gave up the ghost, the
world would bave slumbered in the
dost in interminable death, never
to have risen to live again. It was
but a small part of the mission of
the BSavior that was performed
when he suffered death; 1t was in-
deed the lesser parl; the greater
had yet to be done, it was in his
resurrection from the tomb, in his
coming forth from death -unto life,
in uniting again the spirit and the
body that we might become a liv-
ing soul; and when this was done,
then he was prepared to return to
the Father. And all this was in
strict. accordance with the
great plan of salyation. For
even Christ himself, though with-
out sln, was required to observe the
outward ordinunce of baptism, in
order to fulfil all righteousness. So
after his resurrection from the dead,
he could return to the Father,there
to receive the welcome plaudit,

y|'*Well done; you have done your

work, you have accomplished your
mission: you have wrought out
salvation for all the children of
Adam: you have redeemed all men
from the grave; and through their
obedience to the ordinances of the
Gospel which you have established,
they 2an also be redeemed from the
spiiitual death, agsin to be brought
back iuto our presence, to partake
of glory, exaluation and eternal
life with us.” And so it will be
when we come forth out of the
grave,when the trump shall sound,
and these our bedies shall rise and
our spirits shall enter into them
again, and they shall become a liv-
ing soul no more to be dissolved or
separated, but to become insepara-
ble, immortal, eternal,

Then we shall stand before the
bar of God to be judged. Bo says
the Bible, so says the Book of Mor-
mon, and 8o say the revelations
which have come direct te us
through the Prophet Joseph Smith,
And then those that have not been
subjeet and obedient to the celestial
law will not be quickened by the
celestial glory. And those that have
not been subject and obedient to
the terrestrial law will not be
quickened by the terrestrial glory.
And those that have not been sub-
ject and obedient to the telestial
law, will not be quickened by a
telestial glory; but they will have &
kingdom without glory. While
the somns of perdition, men who
had onece been in possezsion of the
light and the truth but who turned
away from it and deny the Lord,
putting him to an open shame, as
did the Jews when they crucified
him and eald, *“Let his blood
be upou us and upon car children;
men who consent, against lightand
Enowledge, to the shedding of iu-
nocent blood, it will be said unto
them, ‘““Depart ye cursed, [ never
knew you; depart into the second
death, even banishment from the
presence of God for ever and ever,
where the worm dieth not and the
fire is not quenched, from whence
there is no redemption, neither in
time mor in eternity.,” Herein is
the difference between the second
and the first death, berein man be.
came spiritually dead; for from the
first death he may be redeemed by
the blood of Christ through obedi-
ence to the lawsand ordinances of
the gospel, but from the second
there is no redemption at all,

We read in the Book of Doctrine
and Covenants, that the devil
empted Adam ard be partook of
the forbidden fruit, and transgress-
ed the commandment, wherein he
became subject to the will of the
devil because he yielded untotemp-
tation, and because eof this trane-
gression he became spiritually
dead, which is the first death ‘‘even
that same death which is the last
death, which i3 spiritual, which
shall be prenouneed upon the wick-
ed when I shall say,depart ye curs-
ed!”—Book of Dos. and Cov. P.
147.

But who will receive such pun-
ishment? Only those that deserve
it, those that commit . the unpar-
donable sin,

| their redemption may become ser-

vanis of them that have obeyed
the laws of God and kept the faith.
That will be the
such as reject the truth, and such
as abide not in the faith, but sin not
unto death,

Bat as touching the terresirial
kingdom, as the stars differ from
each other in lustre, so those who
enter into, the telestial kingdom

differ in glory. .

““Well, now, how is if with Bro.
Clayton? He was not without
faults in the flesh?” But what were
they? Were they such as par-
took of a deadly character?
Did he ever deny the Lord? Did
be ever deny the Prophet Joseph,
or did he deny the truth or prove
unfaithfal to his covenants or to
his brethren? No, nevei! Icanin
all trutbfulnees before God and man
bear that testimony of our departed
brother, for I have known him
from my youth. Yet, he was not
without his failings; but then,they
were of that natuare that ipjured no-
body perhaps except himself and
his own family, But sotwithstand-
ing his upflinching integrity, and
his long life of fidelity and useful-
ness, let me say to you, that for his
faults, however trivial, or import-
ant, he must answer, hut he will
be able to pay his debts and to an-
swer for his failings, and he will
come forth, and all that has been
pronounced upoun his head by Jos-
eph Bmith and by the Aposties
will be confirmed wupon him
through all eternity; and there js
no power on the earth or in hell
that can deprive him of them. For
a8 1t i3 said—and, indeed, I need
not refer you to the reyvelation on
celestial marriege; but will quote
from the words of Christ, as given
in the New Testament: * Where-
fore I say unto you, all mamner of
sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven
unto men, but the blasphemy
against the Holy Ghost ehall not be
fergiven unto men, LS
neither in this world neither in the
world to come.” Quar departed
(riend and brother whose remains
are BOW before us, has not sinned
unto death, I would not bave it
understood; for a moment, that I
or any of the Klde:s attend funerals
to smother over the weakunesses of
the departed dead, trying to make
it appear that they were without
faults, and therefore will not have
to answer for any. We know that
every man will be judged accord -
ing te the deeds done in the body;
and whether our sin be
against our own peace and
happiness alone or whether it af-
fecis that of others, as the Lord
lives we will have to make satis-
faction or atonement; God requires
it, and it is aceording to his provi-
dences, and we cannot escaps it.
we must comply with the provi-
sions of the law, which Brother
Clayton, in. my belief, is abundant-
ly able to do.. And when this shali
have been done, he will come forth
to receive his crown, his glory, do-
minion asd Kingdom, and the
blessings of Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob which have been pronounced
upon his head, - .

Then, let me say to the family of
our deceased brother, Follow in the
footsteps of your husband and
father, excepling wherein he may

have manifested the weaknesses of |

the flesb; imitate his staunch in-
tegrity to the cause of Zion, and
his fidelity to hia brethren; be true
as he was true, be firm as he was
firm, never flinching, never swerv-
ing from the truth as God has re-
vealed it to us; avd L will promisce
you, in the name of the Lord, that
you will rise, to meet your husband
and father, in tbe paorning of the
first resurrection, clothed with
gloryy; immortality and  eternal
lives. Which may God grant, in
the name of Jesus. Amen.

The following hymn, which was
composed by the deceased, under
the peculiar circumstances that at-
tended the church in its early rise,
was then sung with marked effect,
by the choir and congregation.

When first the glorious light of truth
_ Burst forth in'this last age, |
How few there were with heart and scul
T obey {* did engage! '
Yet of thos= few how many
Have passed from earth away,
And in their graves are sleeping
Till the Resurrection day!

How many on Missouri's plains
Were left in death’s embrace—
Pure, honest hearts, too good to live
In such & wicked place:

punishment of

The Temple cheered the brave

| Hundreds of faithful S8aints have found
A cold yet peaceful grave; _

And there they now are sleeping
Beneath the silent clay.

But soon they'lishare the glories
©Of a resurrection day,

Our Patriarch and Prephet too
Were massacred, they bled

To seal their testimony,
They were numbered with the dead

Ah, tell me are they sleeping?
Methinksal hear them eay,

!*Death’s icy chains are bursting]
'Tis the Resurrection day!”

And here in this sweet, peaceful vale,
The shafts of death are hurled,
And many faithful Saints are calied
T' enjoy a better world.
And friends are often weep'ng
For their friends who pass away,
Apdin their graves are sleeping
Till the Resurrection day.

Why should we mourn bz2cause we leave
These scenes of toll and pain?

O bappy changel the faithlul go
Celeatial joys to gain;

And soon we all ghall fel'ow
To realmi of endless day,

And taszte the joyous glorics
L f a Resurrection day.

ELDER ELIAS SMITH

Then eaid it was at the
request of President Taylor he
arose to make a very few re-
marks, which he would do if he
could overcome the feelings which
then pervaded his bosom, whish
arose from his long and iotimate
attachment to his departed friend,
and the infirmity from which he
had suffered nearly the entire per-
iod of his life. o _
Thissolemn oceasion brought freah
to his memory many thlugs that
had transpire in the history of him-
self and the deceased, He apolo-
gised to the family who were called
upon to mourn the loss of their be-
loved husband and father, for nof
visiting the deceased during bis
last sickness. It was not bepuse
his love and esteem for him b
abated in the Jeast, but rather from
infirmities from which be him-
gself had been suffering, together
with the press of busine:s that had
of late crowded upon him, He
sympathized with the family in
their bereavement, apd said that
when everything was considered
in the light of the glorious Gospel,
there was really nothing to mourn
for after all, Bro. Clayton was a
true man all his days He never
denied his God or his religion, he
never betrayed a friend. 1o his
Jong and intimate acquaintance
with him, whether in private con-
versation: or otherwise, he found
that he csuld always depend apon
his wo-d; when Brother Clayton
told him apything he always believ-
ed it, he could take his word just as
confidently without being under
vath as he could with.

There were rome things conuect-
ed with the history of the deceased
and himeself which were Enown
only to themselves, Onpe of them
was associated with his (the speak-
er’:) refusing to do what bhe was
counseled to, which, he eaid, was
the first and only time he ever did
tuch a thing;he had his moiives for
s0 refusing, for which, he said, i
he had done wrong, he ex-
pected to .puy the pensity.

to hear Brother Joseph F. remark
that Brother Clayton was able 10
atone for any and everytkiog he
might have done that was WIODE,
he (the speaker ) hoped to be abieto
do the same ‘'hat little ipcident
in his early life, however, had
changed his circomstances evel
since he had been in this country,

aud sometimes he thought he W88 |

paying the debt; if so, it was sl
right, he would ratter his sins g0
before him than follow siter.

ing the blessing and mercy of God
u,on the family of the deparied
¢- 4d, and-hoped his et ildren won'd
je. nain trae aod faithfal to the

their father’_'ﬂ virtues, -
. ELDER DANIEL H, WELLS,

I caunot well let the opportupily
offered without addiog my
tribute of respect to the memogy of
our departed friend. Brother W
Clayton was a friend to this people,
a friend of God, a friemd of the
Prophet Joseph, and a friend totbe
Priesthood. A very companions
ble man to talk with, I was fi¢
quently in his company ‘whili
in this Territory more particular
ly,—and it slways aflorded m¢

.

Elder Smith said he was pleased |

The speaker concluded by invok- |

¢» 1@ of God, and live to emulaté |



