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hearing to an opinion becanse they

are sure that it 18 false, is to assume
that their certainty is Lthe same thing
as absolute certainty,

“If all mankind, minus one, were
of one opinion, and only one person
were to be found of a contrary opin
ion, mankind would be no more ius-
tified in silencing that one than he,
if he had the power, would he justi
fied in si'encing mankind.

“Strange it is, that
admit the validity of arguments for
free discussion, {)ul object to their
being ‘pushed to an extreme; no
seeing that unless reasons are goo
for an extreme case, they are not
good lor amny case. Strange that
they should Imagine that they are
not assuming infallihility when they
acknowledge that there should he
free discussion on all subjects which
can possihly be donbéful, but think
that some particular principle or
doctiine should be forbidden Lo be

uestioned because it is s0 cerfain,
that is, because ey are cerfais that
it is certain.”

"But I must be permitted to observe
that it is not the feeling sure of a
doctrine (be it whal it may) which 1
call an assumption of infallibility. It
ig the undertaking to decide that
‘question for others without allowing
them 10 hear what can be said on
the contrary side. And | denounce
and reprobale - this pretension not
the less if pnt forth on the side of
mysmost solemn convictions.”

“No one ¢an be a greal thinker
who does not recognize, that as a
thinker it is his first duty to follow
liis intellect to whatever conclusions
it.may lead.”

"“But the strongest of all the argu-
ments agains the inlerference of the

nblic with purely personal conduct
1s that when it does interlere, the
odds are that it interferes wrongly
and in the wrong place.”

“The oplnlon of a majority im-
posed as a law on the minority, on
queslions of self-regarding conduct,
is quite as likely to be wrong as
right; for in these cases public opin
ion means, al the hest, some peo-

le's opiniun of what is good or bad
or other people; while very often it
does not mean thal; the public with
the most perfect indifference, pass-
ing over the pleasure or convenience
of these whose conduct they censure,
and considering only their own
preference. There are many who
consider as an injury to themselves
any conduct which they hayve a dis-
taste for, and resent it as ar- outrage
on their feelings; as a religious bigot,
when charged with disregarding the
religinus feelings of others, has been
known to retort that they disregard
his feelings by persisting in their
ahomlinah'e worship or creed. But
there is no parity betw. en the feel-
ing of a person for his own opinion
anel the feeling of another who is of-
fended at his holding it; no mare
than between the desire of a thief to
take a purse and the desire of the
right owner to keep it. And a per-
Son's taste is as much his own pecu-
liar concern as his opinion or his
purse."— fohy Stuart Mitl's Essay ou
Libersy,
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SOME CHINESE GODS.

Everyone has some general ideas |
concerning the Chinese religion,
but perhaps few arewven slightly ue-
quninted with its tenets or the de-
lails of the worship. d

There are two features of the Chi-
nese religion which distinguish it
from the faith of most other heathen \
nations. These are the absence of
human sacrifices and the uondeifi-
cation of viee. Noeacrificinl immo-
Intion of man by his fellows has
been found in Chinese annnla in
such a wsilape 88 to earry the con-
viction that it formed part of the
belief or practice of the people.
No Aphredite or Sakshmi vecurs in
the list of- Chinese golesses; no
weeplng for Thammuz, oo obscene
rites of the Durgapuga have ever
becn required or sanctiomed by
Chinese priests; no Nauteh girls as
in Indinn temples, or courtesans ns
inm Corinth, are kept in their gacred
dweliings, nor does thelr mwytholo-
gy beam with disgusting relation of
the amours of their deities. On the
contrary, like the Romanisis, they
exact and defy chastity and seelu-
sion as n menns of bringing the soul
and body nearer to the highest ex-
cellence. c

Thereure three forms of religion
nmony the Chiness in this country,
suys the New York Star, the Lau-
Tue, the Chung- Tee or Coufucion and
the Fo.  lao-Tee was the greab re-
former of the Chinese pritiitive re-
llgion, which was inu great degree
a worghip of unture. He was the
meditative son of n poor peasaut, the
basig of his pew teaclings being
that man must subdue nnd control
his passlous i Le wishes to obtain
spiritunl and physienl bhuppiness. !

very faculty nnd seutiment was
given as good, the manner of ar-
rapping thent being to place on one
side all those that personify thu
virtuuus, proper and pleasant with
their corresponding autagonists op-
posite them. The priests practice
nn epimn'ean-Philoaophy, ntl the
professurs of this creed nre chiefly
the rich and thu higher classes of
society.

The purpose of Counfucius waa to
establish the primitive religion, his
ohject being not so mueh to tench o
new belief as the inculeation of
moral principles nod te induce his
countrymen to lead @ moru] life, His
philosophy embraced three grades
of sacrifices—the great, medium nnd
mmferior. The objects to whieh the
great sacrifices are offered are only
four, viz: Tlen, the henvensor sky,
ti, the enrth;tai miai, or the great
temple of ancestors wherein the
tublets of decvased monarchs of this
dynonsty nre placed; nod  lustly the
shiu teth, or gods of the land nnd
grainm.

The medium sacrifices are offered
to nine objects: Thesun, or *great
light;?? the moon, or *night light;**
the names of emperors nnd Kings of
former dymasties, thu ancient

trons of agricuiture amd 8ilk,

‘onfucius himself, nud the gods of
h«aven, earth and the cyelic yesdr.

The mythology which Conlucius
tnught was that the sun, day,
warmth and the higher henvens or
perfect principles were of the mas.
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Iculine gender, and the imperfect

prineiples, comprising the moon.
earth, night nod cold, were of the
ferninine gender. He attached no
iden of personality to the Deity
but vrdered adoration . paid to pow-
ers that represented that celestial
ruler.

The Chunyg Tae, or as it is better
knownin America as Confucinnism,
is the religion of the more learmed
classes. '

The most popular religion and
that whiech we see practiced in Mott
Street, and infactin San Francisco,
is that of Fo or Buddbiem. Some
of the doctrines of Confucius have
been inmcorporuted into it, but the
salient features are those of S8ama-
ism, which have dograded it imto
a commmon idolatry. Many if oot
most of the idols to be seen in the
vurious temples of joss houses here,
which nre usually devoted to the
gervice ot the pntron deity of some
one particular company. are little
more than ndaptations of Indinn
deities or the persona of remote an-
cestors invested with the character-
istics of gods. '

Of ali the gainls in the Chinese
calendar Confucius is the chief, and
with him are reckoned the early
kings Yao nod 8hun, with King
Wau npd his two sons, King Wu
and Duke Chau.

The highest divinity is Nguk
Kuong 8Sionsr Yo, Heis artjeu-
larly prayed to in times of business
troubles or financlal Jepression, and
ia referred to as the producer nod
governor of nll things terrestrinl nod
celestial. The common people be-
livve him to be the gupreme ruler of
all, who is to exnmine finto the
merits or demerits of mortnls, nnd
reward or punish them according to
their deserts. The custom most in
vogue of approaching hls august
presence is by nine genuflections
and three knockinge.

Tai Sang, or the deity controlling
life nod death,is the object of special
adoration by the inhahitants of Chi-
nese Tartary, He 8 the reputed
grandson of Nzuk Huong Blong Ta
and reigns over the lower regions.
He is regarded as the deity who has
churge of the portals of the hereafter
aml it is that he might more easily
and effectually draw his foliowers
into his terrestrial nbode that the
common (ueues are so much worn
by Chimpaen.

Io the Chinese joss houseon Mott
Street is a figure labeled “Hien
Tieng Biong Ta,” w is regarded
by the almoud-cyed Celestinls ns the
suprenie ruler of the henvens. He
isnlse knowi- a8 the “water ruler??
and 1s often prayed to to prevent
conflagrations, a8 wind and rain are
belivved w be his speeinl dispenssa- .
tions. Joss sticks are burped 1o his
honor nod during the winter solet.ce,
which is a great dny of Chinese
worship, he is ornamented with a
silk cloak, eap and boots. When
these garments are about to be tuken
off, all worshipers pregent e Xpress
thelr adorntion of tke idol by spitting
in its fnce pine cunsecutive times,
The dress is then removed, nnd
three jogs sticks are placed at the
foot of the “water ruler? until the
coming of the next winter solstice.

There is but one of the numerous



