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hearing to an opinion because they
are sure that it is false is to assume
that their certainty is the same thing
as absolute certainty

if all mankind minusmimis one were
of one opinion and only one person
were to be found of a contrary
ion mankind would be no more ius
tidied in silencing that one than hhe
if he had the power would be justi
fledfied in si encina mankind

strange it is that men should
admit the validity of arguments for
free discussion but object to their
being pushed to an extreme not
seeing that unless reasons are good
for an extreme case they are not
good for any case strange that
they should imagine that they are
not assuming infallibility when they
acknowledge that ehtere should be
free discussion on all subjects which
can possibly be doubtful but think
that some particular principle or
doctrine should be forbidden to be
questioned because it is so certain
that is because they are certain that
it is certain

but I1 must be permitted to observe
that it is not the feeling sure of a
doctrine be it what it may which I1
calt an assumption of infallibility it
is the undertaking to decide that
question for others without allowing
them to hear what can be said on
the contrary side and I1 denounce
and reprobate this pretension not
the less if put forth on the side of
myse solemn convictions

no one can be a great thinker
who does not recognize that as a
thinker it is his first duty to follow
his intellect to whatever conclusions
irmay lead

but the strongest of all the argu-
ments against the interference of the
public with purely personal conduct
is that when it does interfere the
odds are that it interferes wrongly
and in the wrong place

the opinion of a mmajority im-
posed as a law on the minority on
questions of self regarding conduct
is quite as likely to be wrong as
right for in these cases public
ion means at the best some peo-
plesfie s 0opinioni nini n of what is good or bad
foror otherjee r p while very often it
does not mean thatthai the public with
the most perfect indifference pass-
ing over the pleasure or convenience
of those whose conduct they censure
and considering only their own
preference there are many who
consider as an injury to themselves
any conduct which they have a dis-
taste for and resent it as atar outrage
on their feelings as a religious bigot
when charged with disregarding the
religious feelings of others hasha been
known to retort that they disregard
his feelings by persisting in their
abominable worship or creed but
there is no parity betat en the feel-
ing of a person forfoi his own opinion
and the feeling of another who is of-
fended at his holding it no more
than between the desire of a thief to
take a purse and the desire of the
right owner to keep it aindnd a per-
sons taste is as much his own pecu-
liar concern as his opinion or his
purse john stuart mills essay on
liberty

SOME CHINESE GODS

everyone has some general ideas
concerning the chinese religion
but perhaps few are evenslightly ac-
quaintedquain ted with its tenets or the de-
tails of the worship

there are two features of the chi-
nese religion which distinguish it
from the faith of most other heathen
nations these are the absence of
human sacrifices and the
cation of vice no sacrificial immo-
lation of man by his fellows has
been found in chinese annals in
such a shape as to carry the con-
viction that it formed part of the
belief or practice of the people
no aphrodite or lakshmi occurs in
the list of chinese goddessesgodesses no
weeping for Tham no obscene
rites of the Durgapuga have ever
been required or sanctioned by
chinese priests no girlygirls as
in indian temples or courtesanscourte sans as
in corinth are kept in their sacred
dwellings nor does their mytholo-
gy beam with disgusting relation of
the amours of their deities on the
contrary like the Romanis ts they
exact audand defy chastity and seclu-
sion as a means of bringing the sout
anaejI1 body nearer to the highest ex-
cellencecellence

there are three forms of religion
among the chinese in this country
saysbays the new york star the laulao

theor
thetheaofor lao tse was titheie great re-
former of the chinese primitive re-
ligion which was jrin a great degree
a worship of nature he was the
meditative soneon of a poor peasant the
basis of his new teachings being
that man must subdue and controlcobiro
hisbis passions if to obtain
spiritual and happiness
every faculty and sentiment was
given as good the manner of ar-
ranging them being to place on one
side all those that personify the
virtuousvirtu proper and pleasant with
their corresponding antagonists op-
posite them the priests practice
an epicurean philosophy and the
professors of this creed are chiefly
the rich and the higher classes of
society

the purpurposepose of confucius Wwasas to
establish the primitive religion his
object being not so much to teach a
new belief as the inculcation of
moral principles and to induce his
countrymen to lead a moral life his
philosophy embraced three grades
of sacrifices the great medium and
inferior the objects to which the
great sacrifices are offered are only
four viz tien the heavens or sky
ti the earth toiat giai or the great
temple of ancestors wherein the
tablets of deceased monarchs of this
dynasty are placed and lastly the
shie or gods of the land and
grain

the medium sacrifices are offered
to nine objects the sun or great
light the moon or night light
the names of emperors and kings of
former dynasties the ancient
patrons of agriculture and silk
confucius himself and the gods of
hfheavenaven earth and the cyclic year
the mythology which confucius
taught was that the sun day
warmth and the higher heavens or
perfect principles were of the mas

culineaculine gender and the imperfect
principles comprising the moon
earth night and cold were of the
feminine gender he attached no
idea of personality to the deity
but ordered adoration paid to pow-
ers that represented that celestial
ruler

the chung tw or as it is better
known in america as confucianism
is18 the religion of the more learned
classes

the most popular religion and
that which we see practiced in mott
street antiand in fact in san francisco
isisthanthat oforpofo or buddhism some
of the doctrines of confucius have
been incorporated into it but the
salient features are those of sama
ism which have degraded it16 into
a common idolatry many if not
most of the idols to be seen in the
various temples of jossjose houses here
which are usually devoted to the
service of the patron deity of ame
one particular company are little
more than adaptations of indian
deities or the persons of remote an-
cestors invested with the character-
istics of gods

of all the saints in the chinese
calendar confucius is the chief and
with him are reckoned the early
kings yao and shun with king

and his two sons king wu
and duke chauhau

the highest divinity is nguk
kuong siong ya he Jsis
barly prayed to in times of business
troubles or financial depression and
is referred to as the producer and
governor of all things terrestrial and
celestial the common people be-
lieve him to be the supreme ruler of
all who is to examine into the
merits or demerits of mortals and
reward or punish them according to
their deserts the custom mostmoat in
vogue of approaching his august
presence is by nine genuflectionsgenuflect ions
and three knockingsknockings

tattai sang or the deity controlling
life and deathis the object ofspecial
adoration by the inhabitants of chi-
nese

I1

he is the reputed
grandson of nguk huong siong ta
and reigns over the lower regions
he is regarded as the deity who has
charge of the portals of the hereafter
and it is that he might more easily
and effectually draw his followers
into his terrestrial abode that the
common queues are so muchmui h worn
by Chimnaen

in the chinese joss house on mott
street is a figure labeled hienhieng1riengneng siong ta 11 who is regardaregardedregard
by the almond eyed celestialsCelestials as the
supreme ruler otof the heavens he
is also knori agtheas the water ruler
and is often prayed to to prevent
conflagrations as wind and rain are
believed tono be his special dispensa 72

lions joss sticks are burned I1inn his
honor and during the winterw inter solsticece
which is a great day of chinese
worship he is ornamented with a
silk cloak cap and boots when
these garments are about to be jakoutakou
off all worshipers present express
their adoration of the idol by spitting
in its face nine consecutive times
the dress is then removed and
three joss sticks are placed at the
foot of the water ruler until the
coming of the next solstice

there is but one of the numerous


