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IN ARABIA.

Having at Kosseir (lyypt) been
freely cross-questioned anid subjected
to sume trivial indignities by the
Pasha, aud all for. money, [ aban-
doued bad Arabic apd looked up
my French, of which he knew but
little. This worked like a charm.
We were uow on au equal foot-
ing, for although [ was no
Pashn, T spoke French, and that
gave bim a chaucve to pose as a
schulur before his jauissuries and
minions, while the difference of
color imade up any lacking balauce.
L was soun invited to dine that p.m.
‘There were uine courses of fiue food
and swests. We(i.e., the chief men
of the town aud myself) stowed the
‘dainties away « la Turque, using
neither spoon. knife nor fork, Next
the dancers and singing men,
wmusicians,et.., entered, a3 the Pasha
said, s chveer our soul an i rest our
spirlts. The followiug day the
t'asha culled the puass-port elerk,
captain of the ehip and myself
into his mansion, and to undo any
evil he might have made ar first,
be najestically waved his haud to
the clerk, sayiug: -*Abuallah, see
thou to it that this my Nazarene
friend reeeiveth proper papers, and
part not thy Jips sbout muney.
And (to the other une) thou, O
captain, care for him as for thy soul,
and should any evil befall him
among pirates, show thy face uo
more. If thou carriest him safely
to Jedda, thy money awaits thee in
my safe. Gu ye in peace.” When
the wind was auspicicus we sailed
ouk.

Tt had hlown hard and the sea
rolled high, “ Thesail is ripping!”?
shouted a seaman, and the others
took up his ery. Lt herrip,”? said
the skipper, thinking it would be
all right. A tremendous crash
was heard and the wnole canvass
was rent from end to end. When
the sail was mended the yard brokel
When that was botchel together
the sixteen sallors shouted. clapped
their bhands flercely, gut uut hase
amd kettle-drums, tambourines and
alyre and saug with such fautastic
2les, anmd danced with such gro-
tesyue freuzy, that [ should be safe
itt sayiug that the reaiders of the
. NEWS navenever aeen the like, even
among Indians.

After a while we reached Yumbo,
the jport of Mwlion, where no
Christian is alivwed to go. Yambo
would never have existed except for
Medina, for it has neither water nor
fuodd of ite own, all ¢omes from else-
where. Here we secured soldiers,
but cuuld not start until wa had, for
further safety. obtained the services
of the son of a chief pirate. He took
ciiarge of all valuables, and upon
his neck made himsell responaible
for them, the cargo and me! One
afternoon pirates were sighted. Ohl
what a flurry on board, while the
ropes  were loesened, fastened or
¢hanged about and the sail turned.
We fied, using oars, for our skifl’
was only a sm:ll thing (I10) ftong).
At sunset a cry of ¢ hank God!»

weut up. for we had struck a coral| night.

reef,and nfter a litile maneuvring we
were in the midst of a4 haven rur-

rounded on all sides by dangerous i next

|

banksofcoral. theentrauces to which
the pirates couli not find without
daylight., Meawowhile ous guard or
escort ship had sailed off either to
ward off the robhers or parley with
them. We auchored. Amid shouts

(of “hoot, huot” (sharks), 1 jumped

overboard, making for the bank,
bound to see a coral reef. A h, what
an enchantment! What a fairy
garden in the sea! Few, I think,
could behold this for the first time
without baving a wave of holy awe
e¢reep over then, and a wondering,
“Is it possible that any but divine
art and wisdom could have con-
ceived such & enarmiug varianie or
trapscript of the vegetable king-
Jom???

Many bave scorned the prophecy
which relates to God having decreed
the utter destruction of the nrm of
the Red SBea. Awuy infidel who
would consider the vast exteut of
the reefs in the Red SBen, the indus-
try of the Zoophytes w ho c¢onstaut-
ly build them up toward the surface,
and who have elsewhere built is-
lands and portions of continents,
could soon accept that prophecy and
see that vitimately the arm of this
sea will be destroyed, and of the
presetit sea thers will some day re-
main ouly salt Jakes. Ibn many
parts, because of the laclk of rivers
or rain, there will remain after
evaparation only lakes or beds of
salt.

The native ships of small ports-—
auch a one 28 [ am upvuo—can
aptly be compared to the illustra-
tions uften seen of Columbus vessels
or the Mayflower of yore; but there
is snmething more primitiveabout
the Arab boats, In detail the ships
ate like vasl row boats, almost en-
tively open. Fore is a smail deck
upon which lies a crazy sssortment
of heavy,one yard long, five pointed
grappting hooks, for sandy bottoms
aud simple hooks like a bent erow-
har to anchor in the reefs with.
'hen one notices rocks, oid boibs
aud 2B old-time smali cannon. all
used as anchors.  Aft isa tower-like
crenelated double deck. A 100-ton
vessel carries sixteen seamen, ail
told. As one »ail is made to pull the
whole lvad, the yard iy excecdingly
heavy, and longer than the vessel
itsell from head to stern, this
heing managed by simple and de-
fective pulleys. The sail having no
reefs, the work of raiging the sail
demnnds fourteen of the sixteen
hands. When that is done and the
ship has besn pumped through. the
sailors hand one anocther up from be-
low leather bags with straw handles
full uf the leakage water. They
have no work todo, hardly a rope
tosplice in a week; so a fire is huilt
in a big frame full of sand (thisls
really the only kitchen or stove on
beard), and the skins on the drums
and tambhourines are dried until
drawn tight. Dancers and singers
clap their hands in rhythm, the
players all sing. and we now have
the Justy, hoarse voieed shouts of
twelve or thirteen sea wolves and
reformed pirates. This is induiged
in twice daily and once in the
It is a national custom
among Oriental sailora.

The gate or port of Mecen was
reached. After paintully
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struggling through the quarantine,
custems and passport bureaus, amid
pilgrims from Clina, Biam, [ndia,

1'orsin, Belorchistan, Turkestan,
Tarlary, SBeuttmania, Turkey, South
Russia, Morocen, Tunis, Egypt,

Zanzibur, ete., [ eooght | dgings in
vaiu. [ bired u man te find mea
room. At last, when [ presented
mysell, some spat on the ground
saying: < Ptoo! a Nazurene—take
bhim hence.”” The only Christian
Li_}are here is a lilliard hall, ete.
hey have Lieds, for which they ask
preposterons sums; so at last [ weut
to the inn of the Grand (‘heriff of
Mecea, the janitor of whicl, was an
Egyptlan.  Egyptians are seldom
fauvaticrs. He informed me that all
rooms were fullof pilgrims, and the
court of the house loo, but said he
would furuish me # bench upoun
which [ could eleep in the street.
That is where [ now spend my
nights, ana by day 1 put in my
time loukiug for a shady spot.
He also informed 1ue that the
Cherifi’s 1nn wag 7000 years old,and
that Abuna (vur father, Adam) was
buried in that big grave there.??
Except three or fuur paltry gar.
dens of rich Pashas there is not a

tree or green biade in Jedda, There
isa fountain near the town. All
green garden goods come [rom

Mecea; all cereals except rice from
Egypt. All around is a wilderness,
only here and there is a dwarfeud
tree seen in the landscape. Mecea
woucand a halfdays’ journey from
here. From it come all mapner of
sweet. rich and penetrating per-
fumes, frankiucense, gums. barks
and balsams, whicli all kiuds of
merchants hers at Jedda burn in
their stiops to attract trade. Arabi-
ans are oot to be confounded with
Arabs. The latter are merely sons
or mixed descendants of the foriner
io other Mahommedan lands. The
true Aral or Arabiau is nwusculnr
and beautiful a8 to physique. The
phygiognomy ia regutar, the features
clusgical, the beard handsome,
though not very heavy. The face
secms intelligent; but heis not In
reality intellectuul. He is bold,
and will rob a rieh pilgrim with as
guod grace and as politely a8 he will
iodre a poor one. The Koran has
somethiug to do with this. An Ara-
bian traveling through this desert,
mountainous country, If possessing
only & dollar, wili not start out until
provided with a big cutlass aud
sword or spear (two white armas), and
one fire arm at least, either of
which-—pistol or ancient Moorish
gun—is fired by a flint stone. Confl-
dence ir}: each other is scarce,
though they permunently a.-
drese  each other as -‘Broth-
er”, and “O!' friend.”” Meun
apd women dress as much as possible
ingauze, lawn aod thin ouslin.
The heat requires it. Men wear
sandals instead of slippers or shoes.
The upper straps of these saudals are
of multleolor leather, often embroi-
dered with gold and silver. Liadies?
strect shoes resemble a  stocking
made of yellow kid, without heel or
underscle. Boys go around naked
vary often, and little girls wear a
primitive though beautiful belt or
girdle fromm which bang several
hundred straps like shue latchets,



