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MEMORIES OF THE PAST

time fliesfile the unceasing rush of
vents the changes which occur ob-

literate from the memory that which
laIs past and even to the active partici-
pants tola that there corneacomes a vagueness
a forgetfulnessforgetful abai which makes haltball
mythical facts circumstances and ex

we live in the presentpreeent
the duties and responsibilities of today
crowd out what we have seen known
and experienced there tola a hazy
dreamy kind of01 memory of01 some prom
anent tillagethings perhaps but it isia only
ioin the seldom recurring moods when
thosethese shadows of the past flit before
our mental retrospective mirror someborne
special circumstances ome gudex

pooled conversation the meeting with
an old associate an early friend or a
long hiddenbidden reliorelic generates again some
what of forgotten burledburied things w blob
in their time were all absorbing full of
interest and pregnant with possibili-
ties in a future coming our individual
way

someborne very early things seem easily
reproduced later onesone come with
effort and other things seem to have
been lost beneath theabe waters of ob-
livion there are unnumbered thingsthing
we would like to recall to remember
details which we cannot summon from
the vasty deep 9 we cannot bring

back our individuality our feelings
ourcar aspirationsaspirationip our efforts we have
little to aid us we have become den
hiene of a nownew land our kindred are
far from us familiar scenes do notdot
prompt to recollection only lain a very
indistinct way yet on revisiting old
localities places linked with post asso-
ciationcia tion thereinere comes as we have ex-
periencedperienced a flood or01 memory no
extort Is required rambles had visitsvisit
made conversations holdheld persons met
have come back with strange particu-
larity and much of the later interval
has lost for the moment itits vivid
reality in the renewal of a semi
remembered past

to wander in theabe places of outour
youth across tue old floldfields by the
brawling stream in the quiet village
streets over the once fancied inter-
minable moors along the high-
wayway or byways past plantsplanta
nations and country seats into the old
churches and among the old braves
where the fathomfathers have long since
mouldered into dustduet these all have
their charm their special color and
memories but while familiar and
sacred there is an unexpected sense of
littleness and insignificance which
comes with a feeling of disappoint-
ment everything looks dwarfed and
unimportant nay almost creating a
thought of regret that an illusion so
sacred so cherished so ul and
poetic should be so easily dispelled

now itif perpersonalsonol experexperienceslences fade so
easily in the flight of time how little
impression can they have upon our
successors itif thesetheme things were all
clear distinct and vivid in our own
minds itif made familiar by ever
recurring conversations to our
families aillstill there are impossi-
bilitiesbili ties in the way which pre-
vent these memories and experiences
corningcoming home to them it tois but the
reading of history the halthalf dry record
from which the glow has faded and
from which the magnetism has in

great part fledbed it laIs a story at
betbest but secondhandboondsecond hand and like all
secondsecondhandhand things most be repub-
lished araedd presented by a mastermas terhandband
to have that attraction and fascination
which historybictory should powepossesaw the
world hasha had an illustration of this
delineation in the new testament toin
Shake workswork in john bubunyannBun yane
allegory in s historyhigtory and
similar productionsproduct iona of a specificfio in-
spiration which makes the poetic or
literal pastpact to live and move again

some have thought that there will
come a umetime and place where all the
past afanof an individual can be reviewed
nonot the pastorput of this life alone perchance
but the entirety of our being since per-
sonal stion waswai our heritage
but the intellectual man thebe spiritual
man does not want to confine himself
to himself there are episodes of hie
torystory grand epochs when giants trod
thothe earth who were specialpedal instru-
ments in remolding creating or using
creative periods for the blessing and
progress of the human race

every reader toi familiar with the
names and work of these supreme
characters and mostmoat would like to
know such men and the forces of revo-
lution which they commanded or used
as their mission required in their ffeverever
tablab generation we need not mention
these further than to consider them as
secondaryeoondary to those more remarkable

periods of history when great changeschange
were inaugurated under what are
deemed special instancesinstance of divine
interposition such asagthethe paradis loal
epoch the peopling of the earth the
limits and features of the deluge the
call of abraham the condition or hihisa
posterity in egypt that marvelous de-
liveranceliver anoe and the journeying in the
wilderness their settlement in the
land of promise and after
alov the building of that temple with
all the attendant manifestations of seac

then he after subjugation
and dispersion of a people appointed to
bold the oracles and foror whom and in
whose lineage the great deliverer nudand
messiah was to come

how a loving student could linger
over and reread so marvellmarcellousmarvellousmarv ellousouts consec-
utive and effiefficientalent exhibition and
realization of that program which
arranged before the beginning watwas
enacted through theme generations of half
unconscious participants down to the
era of promise and prophesy until the
dispensation of the meridian of time
fragmentary as tois thathat history inherit
ed from the fathers and treasured soas it
has been there tois little comparison
between that if of admittedly inspira-
tional origin and that more graphic
discord kept by angel scribes and pre-
served among the archives of Uthehe
eternities for ane eager student in the
cycles yotyet to come

butbat those wondrous records would
surely pale before the falness and
grandeur of that which is doubtless
preserved of the life of the man
christ JOSULjesus hisbis youth manhood
work miracles sorrows and death
have filled the world with its richest
literature yet these were but recorded
in part and on reading what there isin
thousands of queries instinctively
arise that nothing which Is written on
earth can begin to satisfy though
writers like canon farrar have as it
were toso absorbed the spirit of that life
and its surroundings in the holy land

that its freabfresh newneme vigor beauty widaud
sublimity almost re clothes the dead
wakeswaken again theabe verdure the teeming
life the strange until
you come I1laa contact with the
multitude atio saw his wondrous
works you catch the of
that crowd which strewed palms along
hishie path and you drink in sadness
from the sorrowsborrows of the wastermaster and
with hishib death on calvary you taste
the disappointment of the disciples
who turned hearteneddishearteneddis to their abc
cation of nets and fishing

but after all this toIs but reading and
reflection upon that which has in

the orator the artist the re-
ligionistligionist and the would be disciple
down through the ages until nowDOW

there must however be some way in
which the devotee can bring home to
more enduring consciousness that
greatest life of all the ages outside of
books sculpture painting oratory and
song these cannot suffice for that
craving of the soul which sake famil-
iarity with that resplendent history of
near two thouthousandsard years ago

so we return by a circuitous route
to the thought of our introduction to
the fact that memory however tena-
cious that testimony however fervid
that love for the later prophet how-
ever profound in the thought and
heart of our bestbeet audand most flies
teemed veterans is but second-
hand to their successors barely
fifty years have passed away since the
prophets death and sixty five since
the organization of the church yet the
rising generation know nothing of thisthin
saveave from bebearsbyarsay the church hasbaa

notgot yet bad lieits blethistorianorlan the ma-
terial for the prophets life Is but
meager and no man hasbaa yet arisen to
make the leading character and his
surroundings and timestime with the
strange phenomena of those early
yearsyearb 0soo attractive as to rivet the inter-
est of our multiplying youth the
livesilves trials sorrows labors of his grand
successors are ootnot yet as familiar as
they should be to our increasing israel
everything pertaining to the past Is19

truly commonplace in its presentation
devoid of fervor poetry and those
elements which so glorify character asaa
to make biography one of the most
potent factors in education and the
most effective stimulant for the heart
of youth

A few more years and the scattered
salatesaints who growgrew with the church
and were familfamiliar with joseph will all
have passed away those who knew
brigham young when he was a
stalwart and full of projectsprefects for
israel are decreasing thousands
of our children never hearbear
his name now with any degree of
familiarity and probably hisbin immediate
successor laIs less thought of and quoted
than he president woodruff fillsails the
public eye torfor him and hisbis associatesassociatea
prayer tois offered in every meeting and
at every hearthstone in thisthie favored
land but this prominence seems to
be ephemeral children yet to come
will offer prayer and raise the hand for
others the works of men to come
will absorb attention and the grand
equally with the sorrowful episodes of a
wonderful history will have become
dim faded obliterated only as some
waymay become so50 interpenetratedinterpenetratesInterpenetrated by the
spirit as to render in undying graphic
pages the story now receding nay in
great part lost


