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MEMORIES OF THE PAST.

Time fliea, The unosasing rush of
events, 1the cbanges which ocour, ob-
liternte from the memory that whioh
is past, and even to the aotive partiol-
pants in that, there comen s vaguenees,
a foregetf@imesa which makes balt
mythical, facts, circumstanoes and ex-
periencer. We live in the present.
The duties and responsibllities of toduy
crowd out what we have ssen, known
and exverienced. There is a hazy,
dreamy kind of memory of some prom-
inant things, perbaps, but It ia only
in toe seldonl reourring moods when
tbese chadows of the past fiit before
our mental relrospective mirror. Bome
special oiroumstances, some unex-
pected cenversation, the meetiog with
a0 old mesociate, an early friend, or a
long hidden relic generatea again aome-
what of forgotien, buried thiugs, which
in their time were all-absorbing, full of
interest, nnd pregnant with posaibili-
tjes in & futare coming ocur individual
way.

Bome very early things seem easily
reproduced. Later obes come with
eftort, and other things aeem to have
been lost bepeath the watera of ob-
livion. There are unnumbered things
we would like to recall, to remember;
detrlls which we pannot summon from
“the vasty deep.”” We cannol bring
basck our Individuality, our feellngs,
our aspiratione,our efforts. We have
litLle to nid ue. We buve become den-
izena of & Dew Jand; our kindred are
fur from ua, familinr ecenea do not
prompt te recellection, only in » very
indistinot way. Yelon revisiting oiu
localities, placea linked with past asso-
olation, there comies (B8 wWe have ex.
perienced) a tlood or memory. No
eftort }a required. Rambies had, visits
mede, converaations held, persore met,
have come back with atrange particu-
jarity, and much of the later interval
baw lost for the moment ita vivld
renlity, in the renewal of a semi-
remembered pasl,

To wander in the places of our
Youth,
brawling stream, in the quiet village

dtreets, over the onoce fancled inter-
minable tnoors, along the high-
waya or bywaye, paet planta.

tations and counlry seats, into the old
churches and smong the old graves
whbere the fathers have long since
mouldered Into dust, theae nll have
their oharm, their epecial color aud
memurlee. But while femijiar and
saored, there 18 an unexpeoted sense of
littlenese nnd Inrignificance which
comea with a feeling of disappoint-
ment. Everytbing lovks dwarfed and
unimportant, nay almost coreating a
thought ot regret, that sn illusion so
ascred, 80 cherished, so beauti ui and
poetic, ehould be #0 easily dlspelled,
Now if persons] experivnces fade no
ea3)ly fo the flight of time, how ljLile
impreseion can they have upon our
successors. It theee things were aj)
clear, distinot and vivid 1o our own

minds, )! made famlliar, by ever-
fecurring converaations to our
tamilies, still there are {mpossl-
bilitles in the way whieh pre-

vent these memories and experiences
coming bome to thbem. It Is but the
reading of bistory, the half dry record
from which the glow has faged, and
from which the magnetism has in

across the old felds, by Lbe |

It ia a story at
best but second-hand, and like all
second-band thlngs must Le repub-
lished awd presented by a masterhand
to have Lthat altraction snd faecination
whioh bistory sbould possenre. The
world bas had an illustration of this
delineation in the NMew Testament, in
Shakespenre’s worke, in John Bunyan’s
allegory, in Macaulay’s blstory, and
aimilar productions of & specifio iu-
apiration which makes the poetio or
literal past to live and move cgain.

Some bave thought tbat there will
ocome a 1ime and place where all the
past of .an individual can be reviewed;
not the past of thie lifealone perchance,
but the entirety of our belng since per.
sonal organization was our heritage.
But the intellectual man, the spiritual
man, does not want to confine himsell
to himeelf. There are epirodes of hie-
tory, grand epoobs when glanla trod
the earth, who were apecial instru-
ments in remolding, oreatlng or using
oreative perioda for tbe hlessing and
progress of the human race.

Every reader is familiar with the
names and work of these supreme
churacters, and most would like to
know supch men and the forces of revo-
lution whbich they commanded or ueed,
a8 their miseion required in their fever.
isb generation, We need not mention
these further than to consider them gps
secondary to tbuse more remarkahle
perloda of history when great ochangea
were inaugurated wunder what are
deemed apecial Instances of divine
Infterposition, suoh asthe paradisical
epoch, the peopling of the enrtb, the
iimits and fentures of the deluge, the
call of Abraham, the condition of bis
posterity in Egypt, that marvelous de.
liverance and the journeying in the
wildernees, their settlement in the
land of promise and after cooeolfda-
tlon, the bullding of that Temple with
all theattendant manitestations of ac-
ceptance,and then rhe after subjugation
and dispersion of & people appointed to
hold the oruolee, and for whom and in
wnosee llneage the Great Dejlverer and
Measiah wae to come,

How s loving student could linger
over nnd reread so marvellous, conasc-
utive and etficlent exhibition and
reajization of that program which,
arranged before the begloniog, was
enacted through the generations of halt
unconsclous participants, down to the
era of promire and prophesy, until the
dispeneation of the meridian of time,
Fragmentary as is that history Inherit-
ed from the fatbern, aud treasured as it
has been, there ia little comparlson
between that, If of admittedly inspira-
tional origin, and that more grspbic
jecord kept by angel soribes and pre-
served among tbe archives ot the
eterni‘les for tne eagere¢tudent in the
cycles yet to come.

But those wondrous records would
surely pale before the iulpess aod
granveur of that which is douhtlegs
preserved o! the life of “the man
Cbrist Jesun.”” His youth, manhood,
work, miracles, sorrowe acd deuth,
have filled the world with its rlohest
literatare, Yet these were hut recorded
in part, and on reading what there fs,
thousands of querlea inatiootively
arise that notbing which is written on
earth can begin to satisfy; though
writers llke Capnon Farrar have, ae it
were, a0 absorbed tbe epirlt of that Hfe
and ite surroandinge in the holy land,

great part fled.

=i

tbat ita fresbnesr, vigor, beauty and
sablimity nlmost re-clothes the desud,
wakes agaln the verdure, the teeming
life, the stravge surfonndiags, untjl
you come Iin contact with the
multitude who saw His wondrous
worke, you catchb the enthucinsm of
that crowd which sfirewed palme along
His path, and you drink in sadnpees
from the sorrows of the Mnaster, and
wilh His death on (Calvary you Luste
the disappointment of the disciples,
who turped Jdishieartened Lo their ave-
cation of nets and fsbing.

But after al), thie fa but resding and
reffection upon that which hbas in-
spired the orator, the arilst, the re-
liglonist, and the would-ve dlaciple,
down ibrough the ages until pow.
There must, however, be some way in
which the devotee can bring boms to
more enduring consojousness that
greatest life of uli the ages, outelde of
books, soulpture, painting, oratory and
aong. These cannol puffice for that
oraving of the poul which sska familk
larity with that resplendent bistory of
pear twothousard yeara ago.

Bo we return by a cirguitous route
to the thought of our introduction, to
the fapot that memory, however tena-
oious, that testimony, bowever fervid,
that love for the later Prophet, how-
ever profound, iu the thought and

heart of our best nud mostéges
teemed veterans Is  bhut second-
band to thelr asuccersora. Barely

fitty years bave passed away mloce the
Prophet’s desth, and sixty-five since
the organization of the Church; yet the
rising generation know nothing of this
save from hearsay, The Church hae
pot yet had its bislorian, The mas-
teriai for the Propbet’» Iife la bat
menger and Do man bas yet arisen to
make the leading churacter and bie
surroundings and timer, with the
strange phenomena of those esrly
years, 80 attractive as torivet Lhe inter-
est of our multiplylng youth. The
itves, trials, sorrowe, lahors of his grand
sugcessors are not yet as famlliar es
they ahculd be to our incresalng Iarael,
Everytbtog pertaining to Lhe past ia
truly commonnplace In its presentation,
devold of fervor, poelry, and those
elemenlts which so glorify charscler na
to mnake biography ope of the moat
potent faotors In eduoation, snd the
most eflective stimulant for the heart
ol youth.

A tew more years and the scattered
Balnts who grew with the Church,
and were famillsr with Joseph, will all
bhave passed away. Thore who kDew
Brizham Youpg when he was a

atalwart and full of projects for
[srae] are decressing. Thoueanda
uf oar ohiliren never henr

bis pame now with any degree of
fapyiliarity and probably his immedinte
successor is less thought of and quoted
thaw he. President Woodrutf #ils the
publio eye; tor him and his aseociates
prayer is oflered In évery mest!ng and
at «very hearthstone ino thila favored
{land, But this prominence stems io
be ephemeral; obildren yet to come
will offer nrayer and raise the haad for
others. The works of men to come
will abrorb attention, nnd the grand
equally with the sorrowfu] episoder of &
wonderful history will bave bescome
dim, faded, ohilteraled, vnly ap eoine
may become so Interpenetrated hy the
Spirit na to render in undying grapitio
pages the story pow receding, nay in
great part lost,

.



