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that were addressed to them concern-
ing the deity they themselves were
unable to make explanations and
adopted this method of checking the
desire that naturally arises in the hu-
man mind to know something concern
ing conr great creator in the same
manner peepeopleople were silenced whwhenen
they asked questions about the gifts
and graces biesblessingssings and powers that
were enjoyed in ancient days by the
peopleeople of god they were told that
thosese things were given in that age for
certain definite purposes but were now
not necessary and that it was improper
to expect in these days miracles giltsgifts
and manifestations of the power of god
such as were enjoyed anciently by the
servants of god in this way the natural
inquiries of the people were stifled
landand as I1 have said thousands revolted
against this and rejected entirely belief
in deity yet with all this there was
in the minds of many people great
anxiety to know the truth they were
notot satisfied with the teachings that they
received and they were eager for more
light

this was the condition of mankind
at least in the english speakingbaking count-
ries when the prophet syajosephseph received
his manifestation from heaven through
his great faith and because god had
chosen him lorfor this mighty work he
was able to obtain knowledge from on
high he received the most glorious mani-
festationsfestations that any human being ever
received upon the earth so far as we
know god himself and his son
jesus christ descendedcondescendedcon to reveal
themselves to him and to give him
knowledge concerning the course that
he should take it seems now when
we look back and view the condition of
the world at that time that it was
absolutely necessary that such a revela-
tion as this should be given the
ignorance that prevailed throughout the
world concerning the deity was such
that it seemed necessnecessarylary that someone
should receive just such a manifestation
god chose him as his instrument and
he manifested himselfhemsell and his son
jesus christ to him from that time
forwardtorward therefore there could no longer
be any doubt as to the personality of
god he showed himself as a personage
of tabernacle and his son jesus christ
was as the scriptures say the express
likeness of his father this knowl-
edge having been communicated to
man it laid the foundation torfor faith in
god while men knew not the charac-
ter of god knew not the nature of the
being whom they worshiped it seemed
to be impossible lorfor them to concen-
trate their faith sufficiently to obtain the
blessings that were promised but when
it became known that there was a man
upon the earth who testified that god
was indeed the being such as the scrip-
tures described and that jesus was
like him then men could approach
him as they could their father with the
full assurance that he would hear and
answer them and with a certainty as to
the character of the being whom they
prayed to and worshiped

at that time as doubtless all of you
are aware there was no belief whatever
in spiritual manifestations no one
scarcely dared to assert that angels came
to the earth 1I well remember in my
childhood the sensation that was pro-
duced within me when I1 heard the
elders declare that angels had come to
the earth men were not prepared to
believe such a thing possible and the

moment they heard the elders declare
that angels had come to the berth again
they were ready to close their ears and
their hearts against anything they might
say for they looked as the gross-
est fanaticism emanating from satan
the elders of this Church including the
prophet joseph himself had this to
contend with to an extent which our
young men and women of this genera-
tion can scarcely conceive of because
from that day until the present belief in
spiritual manifestations has grown until
it is now almost universally believed
that it is possible for men to receive
communications from the spirit world
at that time it was one of the chief
charges against joseph and those asso-
ciated with him that they believed that
angels came to earth and those who
persecuted the prophet most before the
church was organized were men who
professed to believe in all that was
written in the scriptures concerning the
power of god the reason for this is
very plain when we look back and
examine the condition of affairs at that
time it was because mens hearts were
filled with the idea that it was an im-
possibility that god had withdrawn
himself to such an extent that there
would be no manifestation from him
such as had been enjoyed in ancient
times that there was no longer a neces-
sity for it the bible containingcontaincontaining every-
thing that was necessary thatinEgodod had
done his work so far as the ininhabitantsbitante
of the earth are concerned and had
given them the bible and by the peo-
ple believing in that they could obtain
salvation

but as I1 have said there were thous-
ands of people scattered throughout the
lands where thehe elders visited who were
anxiouslyanxiousiv waiting torfor god to reveal
himself in some manner so that they
might know the truth and when the
elders went forth they obtained great
success in gathering out these souls it
isis a remarkable fact that those who
have embraced the gospel from the
beginning have been men and women
in nearly every instance who were wait
ing to know something about god who
were not satisfied with the churches to
which many of them belonged feeling
that there was something deficient in
them and many of them were praying
to god for greater light to be given and
torfor power to be manifested such as was
enjoyed in ancient days it is very in-
terestingte to listen to the testimonies of
the members of this church concerning
their feelings previous to hearing the
gospel how their minds were exercised
and the great desires that they had that
they might behold a servant of god
who had the authority that was exercis-
ed in ancient days by the disciples of
the savior questions innumerable
were propoundedpropoundeci to the teachers of the
various denominations asking them to
give reasons for the disappearance of
the miracles gifts and powers otof the
true gospel but no answer was given
that was satisfactory to these searchers
after the truth I1 say it is remarkable how
universal this feeling was among those
who joined the church it was not
confined to the united states but the
elders found it in the british isles in
scandinavia in germany in switzer
land in france and in all the countries
where they have visited I1 myself in
my labors have found hundreds of peo-
ple not only of our own race but of
other races on the islands of the sea
who have asked the question why alldo

we not have in these days the gifts andblessings that were enjoyed by those
who belonged to the church of christwhen he was upon the earth aheujoseph testified that god had restoredthe gospel the only fear in the hearts
of thousands who heard it was that itmight not be true they iswarit was
too good to be true under the influence
of the teachings that they had heardmany were in doubt concerning it andhesihesitatedfated about accepting it but there
were thousands who as soon as they
heard the testimony otof the elders thatthe gospel of the son olof god had againbeen restored to the earth were ready
to be baptized in this manner god
confirmed the revelation which he hadgiven to his servant he poured outhis holy spirit upon thousands ofhonest souls so that when they heard
the testimony of joseph and those
whom he sent forth they would knowfor themselves that it was indeed ththework of god and that the testimony
concerning the restoration of the gospel
and the organization of the church up-
on the earth was indeed true god
raised up immediately as it were ahost of witnesses andand those witwitnessesneeshave increased from that day forwarduntil now men of almost eveeveryry nationaliby can be found who testify that they
know for themselves that god did re-veal himself to dosephosephjoseph smith and thatjesus gave unto joseph the authority toorganize his church upon the earthwith the gifts graces and powers thatwere enjoyed when he himself was up-
on ud-on the earth

A great change has been wrought iinthe earth through the declaration ofthese truths men have had their mindsopened and the spirit of god hasmoved upon many to receive the truththe testimony of gods servants hashad the effect to enlarge mens under-standings to increase their faith andto bring them nearer to god now it isthe exception for people not to believe
in spiritual manifestations mankind
have received this idea not in the ririghthtway nor attended by the blessings statthataccompany the true belief neverthelessmens minds have become emancipated
to a very great extent from erroneous
ideas concerning the power of god it I1
isis very common now to find people whowhile they do not believe in the gospel
of the lord jesus christ believe inspiritual manifestations

it is difficult as I1 said in the beginningbeginnineof my remarks to comprehend thegreatness of the work that has beethbeenaccomplished by the revelation of thetruth to the people there was a timewhen religious people believed that thisworld was created out of bothmejoseph taught to the church and thento the world that matterfismatmatterterisis eternal Amore startling doctrine could scarcelyhave been taught at that time it wasas startling in its place as the doctrine
that he taught concerning the power ofgod and the gifts of the gospel

the statement that the elements 7 ofthis earth were indestructible and eter-nal and that they were organized by thepower of god and not created out ofnothing produced a profound sensationnow this belief is aalmostalmo universal thereligious teacher whoh0 would attempt to-gadvocate anything eelsese would be prob-ably scoffed at Tthe Llord revealed thattruth to the prophetkroph aandr he taught it to
the people

the lord revearevealedd aalso the truth con-
cerning the place that is known as hell


