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itlub is always an impressive sight to
me to see a congregation numbering so
many people as this does raise their
hands before the lord to sustain the
names of men who are presented to
them as holding office in the church
and though we do this semiannuallysemi annually
in our general conferences for the gen-
eral authorities and quarterly that is
four times a year for the local author
ties it should not be in our feelings
nor in our practice the performance of
an empty form but should be coneindonddone in
a spirit that will be acceptable unto
our father and in consonance with
the responsibility that devolves upon
the men whom we sustain for when
wegethusthus sustain these men it means
more than the mere lifting of our
handsorhands or atleaseat least should do so it
means of these men by
our faith and by our prayers and so
far as works are required by our works
and when we tbthusus vote and thusthies act
there is a po seriverver and an influence ac-
company such action as we have per-
formed this afternoon that are felt by
those in whose vote they feel
strengthenedstrengthentd and godhod our eternal
father seals his blessing or causes it
to descend upon those who are voted
foror and there is a spirit that rests
down upon them from that time for-
ward so long as they are ffaafua and
are thus sustained that manifests it-
self unto all with whom they are
brought in contact let this congre-
gation lift up their hands to sever a
man fremfromfremram the church and no matter
how high he may be in authority no
matter what priesthood behe bears no
mattermattor how great and mighty he may
have been in the church and in the
ministry let this congregation for just
cause lift up their hands against
any such nianman and how quickly the ef-
fect

ef-
tis fefeltfeit1t how quickly that man is

stripped of his power and of hhhis influ-
ence and of that spirit and those gifts
which have been conspicuous in his
labors ptpreviousevious to such action or
while he was in good standing and inJD

ffellowshipellowship with god and his brethren
and sisters we have seen numerous
illustrations of this in our history
name after name might be mentioned
of men who have been bright starsstirs in
the firmament who have been stripped

bby their own conduct to begin with
and by the action of the
saints of god upon their case of that
lustre of that brightness and of that
glory that seemed to attend their
ministrations and while this is the
case with those who have transgressed
when thetiie saints of god act upon their
cases so it is on the contrary with
those who are sustained in their mimin-
istry
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and in their priesthood and in
their callincalling by the united uplifted
hands ot the saints of god in confe-
rence assembled as avdve have done this
afternoon men may sneer at the
latter day saints and say this is but
an empty form and that it is all pre
arranged men mamaymas say what they
Pplease about athis itit is prearrangedpre arranged
aaccordingng to the spirit and mind of04
god so far as that can be ascertained
when men are chosen for office the
spirit of godgoi is sought for by ththoseose
whono have the rnightrightJ ht to select andiaand if
there be doubt uponlupon certain points
men are not chosen but when they are
chosen and the mind of the lord is
sought fforor to know whether it will be
agreeable to him that they receive
this office or that they should act in
those positions and whenn they araree
thus selected and thus submitted ssas I1
have said to the conference then if
they themselves live so as to kavehavehave thetile
spirit of god witti them they will be
clothed with it and when they seek to
magnify their office god will magnify
them before the people and willwirl

show them and the people that they
are indeed his chosen servants and I1

that their ministrations are acceptable
unto him that he confirms them by
tilethe outpouring of his spirit and the
bestowal of his gifts it is a remark-
able fact in this age of unbelief in this
aewe of doubt in ellsillsthis age of darkness
n this acease when men pride themselves

upon there being no revelation and
no knowledge from god I1 say it is a
remarkable tacttact that in this tCagegesuchsuch
as we in and such as weare fa-
miliar with god in the history of this
people is accompanying his labors
and the labors to whichivsich he assigns
illshis servants with the ancient powepowerrdwith the and
with the ancient confirmation by gifts
and by mighty signs and worksworlds that
ilehe causes ilshisI1 servants to accom-
plish

when moses was about to depart
god required of him that he shoshouldulduia lay
his hands upon another man to take
his place to act as the leader of the
people of israel he laid his hands
upon joshua and a portion of that
spirit and power that had attended the
ministrations of moses in the midst of
israel was immediately manifested
brough Joshua and god confirmed the

selection and impressed upon the peo-
ple by the signs and the mighty works
which joshua accomplished that he was
indeed gods chosen servant ilehe
magnimagnifiedfled him in the midst of the peo-
ple ho avaswas enabled to perform mighty
4 orka and the people ifu they had had
gnyany doubtsdouble whatever had those doubts
removed by thosethoss of

power you remember how the lord
rshowed in the sight of all israel thatjoshua was hislili inspired and chosen
servant torfor under his direction the
children of israel crossed the river
jordan dry shod it was at the time
of lilillhighhi water in the river jordan but
the jordanyordanjordan was stayed in its onward
course its waters stostoppedP ed running
aandnd the whole hostshosts of israelarac11 by the
direction of this servant of godbod
passed over dry shod in this
manner god showed unto ilishislIls people
that he had indeed chosen this man to
be his servant and so it has been in
the entire history of gods dealings
with hlahia people ilehe has not leftleft them
withoutmitvithout a testimony ilehe hashaa notnov left
them to proclaim ills word unaccom-
paniedacied by illshis power they bavehave notnenuenbeen left to argue for themselves to
plead for themselves to protest in the
ears of the people that they were the
servants of god and to constantly
contend for their rights as leaders of
the people of god but in every in-
stance when ilehe canose a man to be hisills
servant he accompanied that choice
by the manifestations of hisills power
barby the outpouringoutpour lneine of illshis spirit and
hisis gifts so that every honest soul
every humble man and woman who
sought the lord might know for them-
selves that those men were illshis chosen
ones acostA most striking illustration of
this suggests itself to my mind now
it occurred at the time the children of
israel desired a kinking the lord was
displeased with them dorthisfor this samuel
also feltfelt offended for they had rejected
him and his house they hadbad a good
reason for desiring a king at least
they thought so the surrounding
nations had kings who went out and in
before them to gattletattlebattlebattie and were their
leaders and they desired to have a
king eespeciallys when the two sons of
sanisamuelu 1 whomv om he had chosen as judjudgesne
over israel were men who had turneturned
aside after lucre and took bribes anand
perverted judgment this prophet of
godod this mighty manroan of god happen-
ed to have two sons who were unwor-
thy of their fathers reputation un-
worthy of the priesthood unworthy of
their position as judges in israel in
Cconsequencesequenceon of this the leaders of
israel gitgathered totogetherether and said unto
samuel Bebeholdhoigholg thou art old and
thy sons walk not in thy way
now makmakece us a king to judge
us like all the nations samuel was
greatly onnoffoffendedended with ththe thoughtMbut the lord said unto him hearken
unto the voice of the people in all that
they say unto thee for they have not
rejected thee but they have rejected
mathat I1 should not reign over them
inIII other words the lord had led
them and chosen for them those who
should lead them up to that time and
now he would give them a king he
designated to samuel the kind of man
he should be who he should be and
told him he should visit him the per-
son designated was saul and samuelsamueI
anointed him king of israel after he
was chosen king it seems that behe went
about his ordinary business and the
next we hear of him he was following
the herd driving up the cattle when
the news came to him that bahash the
Arnmonammoniteite would only be pacified to-
wards the men of babesh gilead upon
one condition and that was that he
might thrust their right eyes out in
token of their subjection and as a re-
proach upon all israel and then at
that time when danger threatened is-
rael when there was a necessity for a
general for a man to lead the hosts of
israel the spirit and power of al-
mighty god and the anointing that he
bad received under the hands of the
prophet of god descended upon that
young man saul and his anger was
kindled at the insult that had been of-
fered to his nation and he took a yoke
of oxen and hewed them in pieces and
sent them throughout all the coasts of
israel by the hands of
ing whosoever cometh not forth afafterter
saul and samuel so shall it be done
unto his oxen and great fear fell upon
the people they gathered out and he
organized his army and they fell upon
their enemies and cleaned them out

now this is an illustration of the
manner in which god operates upon
his servants and upon his people
this young manroan was following
peacefuleabef IIIuli pursuits though he hadbeenseenbeen chosen a kingmug he had
not seemed to assume kingly didig-
nity he had gone about his busi-
ness but when the crisis arose when
there was a necessity for some onoons to
step forward and take the leading posi-
tion then the spirit of that position to
which he had been anointed and to
which he had been chosen by the voice
of god by the act of his prophet and
by the approbation of the people
rested upon him and he emerged from
illshis obscurity andana arose in their midst
a king a leader in very deed and in
truth

and so itjt was youvou remember
caseease of elishaellsha when elijah

was about to be taken to heaven
the spirit of prophecy seemed itoto rest
upon all the prophets the sons ofdf the
prophets came forth to elisha and
said unto him I1 Knokuowest thou that the
lord will take away thy master from
thy headbead todayto day and he saidlaid yea I1
know it hold ye your peace at a
former time he had been plowing in the
field with twelve yoke of oxen when
elijah came along and elisha dropped
his work and followed the prophet ofgod afterwards when elijassElijahs de-
parture drew near liehe said unto elisiaeliolaEl islaisia

ask what I1 shall do for thee before I1
be taken away from thee and elishaellsha
said I1 pray thee let a double Ip
of that spirit be upon meinc and nelie
baideaid thou hast asked a hard thingthings

if thou see meroc when I1 am
taken from theetheo it shallshail boba BOiso unto
theethuetheebI1 matbat it netnut it hallshall natnot be BOg

and sure enough he beheld a chariot
of fire and horses of fire and behe saw
his master ascend in his sight to heav-
en and undoubtedly that pittgitt that he
had asked for and that elijah said
should be grantedgran ted unto him if he be-
held his departure was given to this
nanwan of god it rested upon him and
when he came to the jordan having
elijassEli jahs mantle which he had dropped
he smote the water in the power of
god and cried where is the lord
god of elijah so that the waters di-
vided and he passed over dryshod
god accompanied that man by llishis
power wherever he went A great and
a mighty prophet was liehe so great and
so mighty that it Is related of him that
afafterter his death a band off Moabites came
into the land the people of israel
were burying a man while in this act
they became frightened at seeing a
band of men and cast the manroan into the
sepulchre ofol elisha and when the
manroan was let down and touched the
bones of ellsha he revived and stood
upon hishid feet ilehe was a mighty
prophet and he received those gifts
and this power from god which ilehe
bestowsbestons upon all those who receive
the everlasting priesthood and who
seek to magnify it in the spirit thereof

readbead too of the transformation
that occurredoccurredd when jesus laid illshis
handsbands upon lilshis apostles the lowly
the ignorant and the unlettered fisher-
men were transformed into mighty
men men of power men of influence
men who had communication with the
heavens unto whom god revealed illshis
mind and will and through whom ilehe
performed mighty works these men
previously were obscure men men of
humble lives fishermen probably one
of the lowest occupations that men
followed in those days as it is in our
day it is a lowly occupation is that
of a fisherman it is not one that
brings great wealth it does not bring
men into public notice it gives them
no opportunity for distinction but
these men were men whose lives were
hid with god these were princes in
disguise men who had been chosen
like their lord and master according
to my view before the foundations oftf
the earth were laid to he illshis compan-
ions in the flesh and like Hminm they
were born in lowly and obscure cir-
cumstancescumstances but when he chose
them when their hearts were touchedtouclied
by the great truths he taught and they
came forward in obedience to illshis an-
tho

au-
thority

an-
thontytho rity to cast their lot with him
then the power of god descended upon
them they performed mighty works
and while they lived upon thetile earth the
holy ghost was thir companioncompan iouion and
their fame has come down to ua emcm
bahmed it may be said through the
ages that have transpired through the
ignorance and the gloom and the
darkness and the apostasyapo stacy that have
since taken place their names have
coniecome downgown to us from our ancestors
and the most glorious edifices andana
structures that thetiie world know any-
thing of are dedicated to their memor-
ies god made them mighty in tho
midst of the children of men and so
it was with all the prophets when
god made promises unto them
they received them but they did not
receive these things without exertion
on otheir part without their seeking
industriousindustriously to magnify that priest-
hoodindustriouslylfwhich hadI1ad been bestowed upon
them the spirit and power of god
will rest upon a man if he listens to it
it will impel him to action if he
cherishes it it will be his constant
companion litit will be with him in times
when he will need it and when he does
need it if he magnifies1 e his calling the
spirit and powermainmagnof the almighty that
spirit and power and those gifts which
belong to his particular office willwin
rest upon him and he will be made
equal to every emergency to every
trial and will conlecome off victorious

how was it with the prophet joseph
smith whose origin could be more
lowly in a land likeilke ours than his
springing from the humblest ranks of
ifelife of parents that were not distin

quisquishedshedcd or of any family that was
known particularly bearing a name
more common than any other name in
our lanianlanguageaage yet this man becausegodhangod hadhaa chosen himbim manifested ex-
traordinarytraordinary power those who saw
him those who listened to him those
whowiio witnessed his acts know how
mighty he was in the midst of hhiss fel-
low men and how mightily god
wrought through him gogod chose and
ordained him ilehe gave unto him hisills
everlasting priesthood ilehe gave unto
him the full authority to organize hisills
church he did so organized this
church the most glorious fabric that
ever was established upon the face of
the earth because it is gods church
it is the churchon jesus christ un

by anything else no other
organization approaches to it in per-
fectionfec tion nothing lacking every detail
beautiful harmonious symmetrical
leavingleakim nothing to be desired buchissuch is
thetile churchci and such the organization
that the prophet joseph was tiletheilie means
inthe hands of god of restoringremorin once
more to the earth the planpian the
pattern had been lost entirely the
officers that formerly filled the church
were withdrawn the priesthood that
they heldheid was taken back to godanagod and
the men woo bore it also were taken
from the earth there hadbad ththereforeebelore
to be a complete restoration 1t C 14
only come from the god of heaven 1 and
joseph inspiredlusElred of godias the meansmeans
through whichw ich the restoration was
made joseph a youth obscure illit-
erate in some respects that is he was
not what men would call learned but
afterwards through industry and per
severance became learned and itif he
had lived liehe would undoubtedly have
become onoone of the most learned of men
through the giftsglite god gave him the

progress he made when he did liveiise was
very remarkable by nishis faith and in-
spired of god be laid the foundation
of this work and not only did this but
behe laid his hands upon other men and
they partook of the same spirit andnd in-
fluence that rested upon himtimtheythey
were able to drink at the same foun-
tain that fountain which god through
him had opened up for them to drink
at they could go to that fountain
and partake of its holy influenceandandaud
their eyes were opened and their minds
were illuminated by the power of god
they were able also to go forth in the
power which ilehe hadbad restored and
thus once more among men was vitwit-
nessed the mighty gifts that were char-
acteristicact of bygone ages when god
hadbad a priesthood on the earth when
lieile hadbad prophets and apostles and
mighty men whom he clothed with a
portion of his spirit and power

and when joseph was taken how
was it then were the people left
without some manroan or men to stand up
in their midst to declare to them the
counsel of their almightymIghtyjU father no
the lord did notnol leave illshispeople with-
out a shepherd ilehe had anticipated
the dreadful tratragedy which would rob
us of his anointed one rob us the
church of christ of our prophet and
patriarch ilehe had anticipated this and
previousbreviousevious to this horrid tragedy heErinspiredaspired illshis servantjoseph to call other
men upon whom helie bestowed all the
keys all the authority all the bless-
ings all the knowledge so far as en-
dowmentsdow ments were concerned so far as
the powerrower to go unto god and ask him
in the name of jesus and obtain hisills
mind and will was concerned ilehe be-
stowed upon these men the same gifts
and blessings and gracesaces he hadbad receiv-
ed so that theretherewaswas a body of men
with all the authority a body of pro-
phets with all the gifts of seers andand re
velators a body of men left instead of
one man a body of men were endowed
with this power when joseph was
taken and the earth was not robbed of
that priesthood which god had sent
nishis angels from heaven to restore once
more to the childrenhildren of men and to act
on the earth in the plenitude of its ow
ercf there was no more need therefore
for angelic visitation to restore it it
was not taken back to god by the slay-
ing of the prophet and patriarch but
remained with mortal man here on the
earth and then when the question
arose as to who should lead israel
notwithstanding sidney rigden stood
up in the congregation of the saints
and plead for the leadership of the
peopeoplele the spirit and power of the al-
mighty descended upon the man whom
god had chosen to hold the keys in
the midst of all israel in the facelace of
the entire concongregationcreation of believers and
unbelieversbelieversun evens god clothed illshis servant
with such power and in such a manner
that every man that had the least por-
tion of the spirit of god and every
woman knew by the manilemantlemanifestationsstations of
that spirittaDdtandand by the outpouring of
the gifgiftt of god upon that man that liehe
was the chosen one and that upon him
rested the authority and the power and
thet gifts that had been borne by theite tsprophet0af e joseph during his lifetime
Nno inoremore plainly was the power of god
manifested in behalf of ellsha after
the taking away of elijaheiljah than etwasit was
manifested in behalf of president
brigham young when the prophet jos-
eph was taken fromrom the earth and irom
that day while he lived on tilethe earth
until he died the lord magnified him
iuin the eyes of the people and blessed
those who listened to nishis counsel

when he departed therethem was no con-
tention I1 there was no strife as to who
should be the leader Themthe menenofof god
had learned by experience concerningconcerning
the priesthood and as to who shouldshoula
bear the keys there was therefore
no contention among the leaders nor
among the people there was no
special necessity for any particular
manifestation but I1 appeal to youyoul
my brethren and sisters lodaytodaytoLOlodayday in this
conference assembled has not god
accompanied the president of illshis
church who succeeded bribrighambrihamham youngtoung

has liehe not accompanied timairn has liehe
not accompanied his acts his counsels
and his leadership of the people by
eveyevery sign by every blessing bybv every
gift by every manifestation ofof power
necessary to confirm in the hearts of
israel the truth that he is indeed the
man whom god had designated whom
god had chosen and whom god desir-
ed to lead hisills people israel I1 have
no doubt of it never had any I1 knew
it before anything was heard or anany-
thing
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was said I1 knew itt
by the revelations of al-
mighty god to me that god
had chosen his servant john taylor to
prpresides dL over this church I1 know it
totodaydayay I1 rejoice in this knowledgeWand I1 rejoicee olceoice that god still continues
to manifestmanifest illshis power through hihis
anointed one and through the chan-
nel of the holy priesthood having but
one man at a time on the earth unto
whom he gives the keys to preside
over the church and to give revela-
tions to the entireent irefre church as a church
and as a people liehe has chosen him
from among the prophets apostles
seers and revelatorsrevelatory to bear tilethe keys
of the everlasting priesthood upon the
earth in the flesh he having the power
and authority to act for the entire peo-
ple and to receive the mind and will
of god for the entire people and
thus god up the present time has con-
firmed his work by signs following
10 mryevery manmaa in his place enjoenjoyinging the
spirit of god and the gifts of hishis office

the president of the twelve in his
office andaud in his calling blessing the
Apostles who act as the council of
thetile twelve blessing the presidents of
stakes with the spirit and power and
gifts of that calling blessing their
jusela and filling them with the power

necessary to magnify the priesthood to
which they are called blessing the
Presidingpresiding bishop and his counselors
bblessinglessing the bishops and their counse-
lorsI1ors gleoledleble singslug the high councils
lessingblessingb the seventies high priests
Eiderselders and lesser priesthood every
man in his place and station receiving
his portion of the gifts and blessings
and power of god according to bshis
faith and diligence and his obedience
to the commands of god and alsoaiso ac
cording to the aniaul position that
he holdsholas in the priesthood of the sonsrn
of god

god in illshis marvellousmarcellousmarvellous kindness and
mereynurcy has organized illshis church in
perfection and has given1 to every man
that bearsbeara a portionn of the holy
prierriepriesthoodstrood I1iff he will magnmagnifyify the
same the gifts and graces ne-
cessary thereto glyengiven to every
woman and to every child
who is faithfulul in the church of god
the spirit that belongs to the position
of each according to the faith and
necessities of each and thus it is
that heaven is moved on our behalf
thus it is that the power of god is
manifested ffromrom time to time thus it
is that the people are led and guided as
they are and as they have been from
the beginning until the present time
and thus it will be until the end uuntil
the church shall be as a brideebride p spared
for the coming of the bridegroom for
the coming of the lord jesus who I1is
our head and who will preside over us
and over the church and kingdom that
will be organized upon the earth

oh myrmy brethrenethren and sisters god Is
not working in yainvain in our midst heila
is not working in hiddenbidden places ilehe
Is not concealing his hand and his
power ilehe is ready to bless everyvv F manroan
in illshis church who will magnayi his
office and calling ifhee is ready to be-
stow the gifts and qualifications otof
that office upon every man according to
his dildiligenceence and faithfulness bedorebefore
him but the idleidie man the slothful
man the man that shirks his responsi-
bility the man that avoids duty the
dutyduty of a deacon teacher priest or
bisbishopop elder seventy high priest or
an apostle or one of the first presi-
dency every man that does this god
will take from him illshis gifts and his
blessings lidwillhe will withdraw them and
givee them to the faithful one ilehe willivill
clothe lilsillshis faithful servants with the
power that belongs to the priesthood
in proportion to the diligence and faith-
fulness in seeking to magnify their
calling and to live near unto their god
mark this and let it bear
uponpon your mind for I1 tell you it is soyou may ordain a mantoman to beduabe an apostlepostle
but it he does not seek to magnify that
office and priesthood the giftsfiats of it
will not be with him as they would be
with a man who does seek to
magnify his calling no matter how
great his ability the power of god
will not accompany him unless he seeks
for it for god will besoughtbe sought after and
god ililiiwill be plead with lorfor illshis giftsgiltsif ts
and gracesraces and fofor revelation and
knowledge he will besoughtbe sought after by
llishis children and then when ilehe is
sought after he will bestow

now when I1 speak about one who
has a right to give revelations to the
church I1 do not mean by that to say
that otiothers shallshail not receiveCClveive revelation
for this is a day of revelation
we know the sentiment oiot mosesmoseS wwhenhe U
joshua became lealous of two of the
seventy elders prophecyprophesyingIng the sev-
enty verewere gatheredgathele bountround about the
tabernacle to receive the words of the
lord from moses when the spirit
restedtested upon them as also upon two
of the men who hadbad remained in the
camp joshua was jealous for the
honor of his master and asked moses
to forbid them prophesyln but no
moses replied wouldwoul god that all
the lords people were prophets and
that the lord would put hhilli spirit
upon them ilehe hadbad no jealousy about
prophecycv ilehe desired that every manrinin tiletiie whole camp of israel might have
the spirit of prophecy audand he6 ave ut-
terance to that beautiful glorgiorgloriouslouslons ex-
pression which I1 have just quoted so
with the elders otof israel todayto day
would to god all the lords people
were prophets would to god that
every man in israel had the spirit and
popowerand gift of prophecy resting up-
on him would to god that every
woman had the spirit of prophecyprophet
resting upon her and every child
would to god that all the hosts of is-
rael those of the church of god had
the holy ghost and its gifts resting in
power upon them there is no room
for jealousy in regard to the possession
of this gift in the breast ofof a servant
of god the only feeling that it
ought to produce in the breast of a21

faithful man is one of thailthankfulnesstultuifalnessfulness
one of thanksgiving to god that othersuthera
share in this blessing that others can
partake of this power that others have
received of this glorious gift from our
father in heaven there is no room
for jealousy therefore in such cases
let every man press forward humbly
and obediently in the path of exalta-
tion in the path that leads to god letevery man press forward ilehe need
not be afraid that any latter day
saint will impede his progress letevery manroan speak and act and do as
though he were a servant of god as he
is as a son of god let him do this and
rejoice in it at the same time let him
be careful not to be lifted up in pride
not forgetting who liehe I1is but obedient
to constituted authauthorityorlLy that author-ity has placed in his church
and then if he do not forget these
things there is nothing to irprevent his
onward progress if he bebeanan elder
if he should have the gifts and power
that an apostle should have who will
be jealous certainly no servant ofgod if11 hohe be aN deacon and he has
gifgiftsto from godgodt through faithfulness


