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LIGHTS FROM PROPHECY.

In thepe Jdays when the eo.called
eaalern question again is agitating the
diplomate of Europe snd the aflaire of

the Ottoman empire have assumed an
napuct eomewhat similar to that preced-
Ing the Crimeaun war, it may be jnter-
esting to etudents of the prophetical
writings of the Beriptures o recall the
fuot that eome commentators of high
standing boid thal the history of the
Turkied rule in Christiau Europe and
Apwsla s well outlined by sucirnl seers.
It is certalnly but natural that this
should be the oafe, because the wars
aod vilotorfes of the Turks liave
bad a bearing on the fa:e of the
QCuoiietian world as those of no other
non-Christian natlon of Lhe world,
any prophecy would evidently be in-
complete if without reference to the
¢flect and the final outcome of that
Asisticinvaslon that drenched Euro.
pean woll in blood. Anuienlt seers,
however, arv supposed to pelut out the
causes ot that ealamity, intimate the
time of its vuratlon and toreshadow
its termination.

One of the priophecien thought to
reter to thissubject t= found In Danlel
11. 40 45. where Turkish dominjon Is
supprsed Lo be referred Lsby the term
“*fthe king of the norib.?* Itseems that
the ancienl sver predioted of this
‘‘uing’ thal ut eome Lime, aiter the
“fcovenant” bad been brokem wnd
*tmarvelous thliugs’’ spoken agaiunst
the Moat High, tbat 18 wfter
Yy long period ot Apoatasy,
he should come like a whirlwind,
with chariots and b )reemen nod ships

and ¢nter m9ny countrles, *foverfiow.

and pass over.” He should enter the
**glorious lsnu* (Pslestine) any lay his
banuva on Egypt, slibough unable to
subdue Edom, Moab sed Ammon.
Thie. a0 tar, corresponds per ectly to
‘the exploity of the Glrowan Turke,und
in view of that taot the concluding
sentences of the Prophet ara very re-
murkuble:

Bnot tidings out of the east and the
north sball tronble him: therefore he
aball go forth with great fury to destroy,
and utterly to make away many. And
he shall plant the tabernacle of bis pal-
ace between the seas in the glorjous
holy mountain [in Jerusnlem]); and yet
be shall come to his end, and none shall
‘help him.

Newton in bis Dissettations ex-
preesed the opinlon thiat some polltica)
alilance, perhzps between Russla and
Pereia, (*the nuith and the east?’)
would eventually stir the Turkeup to
proclalm a ‘*holy war’! {or the purpose
of asseriing thelr power hy extermin-
atlng the Christjan sabjecta, They
would then be driven away trom Coa -
stantinople und make Jerusalem the
new capital, s move thai, we bellave,
was Bl one tlme contemplated by the
Mohemmedans. Afterthat the end of
the empire would come, the ailles of
the vuitan haviug loreskeu him.

“Tc appreciate the importance of
‘the evente in tbe orlent now af-
parently nearing thelr cnimlpe-

tiop, the following chiapter of Danitel
sbhould be carefully read, for If the la-
terpretation sabove referred to e cor-

rect. the winding up of Turkish
dominlon over Uhristian rubjecte is but
a prelude to the grand finnle or the
present dispensation.

Another prophetic declaration sup-

poaed Lo refer to the Turke 2 found in
the Apocalygae, chapler 9, 13-20. Here
four mighty warrlors are rspresented
s coming from the regione of Lhe
Eupbrates, {ollowed by aD immenee |
bost. Their vationa) colors, reu, hlue
and yellow, are ailluded to apu also |
Ibeir cavalry sod cannon lessujog
*‘fire, smoke and brimstone.”” Thedura-
tion of their domiuion is givenina
prophetic figure, rupposed to equal
apout 400 yesrs, and the 1nvasiou is
Bajid lo be & punishmert for apoulaay.]
Yot the nations o sfHeted did pot
repeni; benoce {cb.10) tne sending o
amighry angel, or messsnger, with the
pruclamustion that there should he uo
more *‘time,* or delsy, but everythine
was ready for the completion of the
the maystery ol the Almighty ns pre-
vigusly anvnounced by holy prophers.
He who ja wise wiii hee: the slynows of
the timee snd vbey the voice of inapir;
ation.
JEEES S

INFIDELITY CHALLENGED.,

The most unigue contest on record
har been entered into by a Curistian
woman snd two infliele, a3 told in the
dispnaiches. Mr. Johno R, Caarles-
worth delivered a lecture In Dallas,

Vexar, stating that if the Delty exists,
there is po proof of iI. At the close of
the lecture, Mrs, Bweeny, aecreinry of
the Dailas W, C. T. U., proposed to
put the gueation raieed to a practionl
test. Bne asked parmission to pray for
the infidel. This ohalienge was ac-
cepted by the leoturer nnd one of bis
friende, the agresment belng that if,
in tbe couree of three months, theee
two men have nol experlenced some
spiritusl i flusnce in  their hearte,
nrompting them publicly to se-
knowlsuge thair mistake, the
lady would sdmit the futllity of pray-
ing to a Bupreme Belug, 1t s anfe to
say thet for the next three monthe pe-
tirions in bebaif of the Christian faith
will be oftertd up by the thousands, for
wherever the news of this agreement
ie spread, Chrietians will jotn in ap-.
peals to the Almighty for vindloation
of the canuse of religion agalnst agmos-
ticiem. The outcome will be watched
with {olereet from both sldem, for if
elther of those jnbdels is convinced of
hie error, one of the mrst common
argumenis in {avor of unbetier is
shattered to fragments,

Mrr. Sweeney’s course may, Or may
not, be A wise ene. 'That depends on
the circumatauces nud the motiver by
which she wuas actuanted. The
ancient ocnempion of the religisn of
[arael did well when he challenged
the fulse priests of tbe court of Ahab
to test the power ot Jehovah against
that of Basl, by praying for fire from
above on Mount Carmel. He acled
under fpepiration aud biacause was
vindivated. The difterence, however,
belween tbat jucident nod the present
contest is thle, that while tbe Al-

mighty rules supreme im naturs and

through Hils agents controls the
phyesical forcee at will, tbe domain of
tbe intellect of man is left,in the main,
to bis own agenoy, and it {e not in
accordance with the divine plsn o use
wbhat may he calle } coeroinn in matters
of faith. Btill, one of the most notablu
converslons fn the Christian churoh,
that of Bau), la related in the New
Testament apparently as an answer to
the prayer recorded in the fourth chap-
ter of the Acts, Whatever the result
may be, the Christlan berolsm of the
Indy, who atnkea her own faith one=it,
will be admitted to be as genuine as it
is practical.

e

A LESSON IN SELF-HELP.

We bhaves frieni io this city who is
daily setting an example which we
think might he profitably followed hy
» ereat many othere, He 18 8 rlch man
a0d a busy owe—two particulars ino
which no <oubt msny would be glad
to be hia imitstors; butit wre oot of the
exampte In the-e respects Lhat we
speak, theugh they both sre conee-
quences in conslderable degree of the
tde tipail trait wa desired Lo refer to.

Qur friend is the eswner of a good-
sized Jot—probably cne of the old-
fashioned sori, an acre and » quarter,
on whicb h'a resldence stande in ove

of the moet populous warde of
the ocity. It 18 not all  euit-
able for lewn or flowers, but it

wili ralse gond vegetahles aud fruite It
well watered aond cultivated. Every
evening alter down-town buslpers la
over, and uo doubt every morning be-
fore office hours begin, he may he
found with hoe, rake or fork In band,
attending to thal garden. The result
ia thnat ne ralees al]l that hia family cun
consume jn the Jine of spring vage-
tablea with pienly to glve with his
compliments to his peighbvore, besldes
near!y epough potatnes to lasrt bhim
throuegh the winter, He needstospend
no money onearly Californls vegetablea
and has that much more on band to do
geod in other directione and devote to
other deserving enterprises.

This e the examp'e which we think
ought te ne more generally followed by
ocoupsnte of land in tbis city and its
surroundiogs. There ia bhardly & resi.
dent who doesa not have control of
Jand enough to produce all the
vegetahles his family can use. There
is bardly one that dJdoes not give
tn Chinese gardeners each season or to
the greengrcceara for export to Califor-
n's, money enough to clothe hie
chlidren for A whole year. These are
men too, {nD most inatances, who bave
no mocey to epaAre, and ODe OAUse &,
an we have pointed out, thelr shiftless-
nesh and lack of masagemen?, Too
many of them, if they are day-lahorers,
imagine that when Lhe sfx o’clock
whbistle blJows, there 18 nothing more
for them to do. Ao howot’s Work in
the garden would prove not only high-
ly remunerative, bot a bealthfual
reiaxatiop; but they never think of it;
thelr wivenor children overlook it, too,
and menns which they might Jusl as
well bave paved ir sent sway o buy
anome Jittle green etuff or delicacy for
the table.

Thia paper han in the past suggested
that unemployed but industrious men
could find work In cultivating vacant
Jota and gardens helopzing to other



