rELiGIOUS.

—
[m—

—

gunday Services.
Keligious services were held at the
Tabernacle, Balt Lake City, Sunday.
Jupe 12th, 1892, commencing 8t I
p.m., President Angus M. Cannon

presiding,
The choir sang the hymn begin-
Ding:
Come, Come ye Naints, no toil nor labor fenr,
But with jJoy wend your way;
Prayer was offered by Elder Samuel
Priday.
Th ohoir 8ang:

Jasus, once of bumble birth,
Now 1o glory comes 1o earth.

The Sacrament was administered by
the Priesthood of the 8ixteenth ward.
ELDER DAVID M?KENZIE
then was called upon to address the

congregation.

The apeaker auld he felt weak, Lut
relfed on the sympatbhy and prayere of
the Bajnts, This expression was nob
merely a matter of form, put it was
founded on the firm ussprance that
blessingy would be Lestowed In answer
to pr o -

t?g:l:ceasary for the Baints to deal
with facts rather than theories, to
make themgelves nequainted with
thelr obligations to their Creater. For
We are here on this earth oo a proba-
tion., We are placed here, that we
DRy obtain an exsltation by proving
ourselves worthy of it. This makes
It uecegsury for usto practice s religion
which can elevate us and help us to
Progress in every direction. Bpeaking
of progress, the speaker remarked th'at
here was no regord of saVages saver
‘Baving risen from a condition of sav.
BRIY to that of civilization by thair
OWn power without ald from civilized
faces, Yel civilization exists, Where did

t come from, if aavages cannof. eivl-

jze themselves, unlees we admit the
Instruction by the Almighty of? the
first progenitors ofjthe human ra%e We
koo that people who are excluded ffom
eivilization live in stagnant state

he ipnference is that withoul divine
ald ro progress can be made.

If it be true that the earliest inVen-
tionsof pur race are the greatest, who
Buggested these inventions? ‘Lhat Ican
could pot have made himself 13 held
to be » proof of the agency of & Divine
Creator; and that mankind could not
ln the first ipstance have civillzed
themselves is equally s proof of the
Agency of a Divine Lustrusctor. -

"The Latter-day Saints wouid never
have, ot themuselves, oreated the com-
monwenith we see today without ajid
from God, What mano could by his
own wisdom have invented a relizion
In perfect asccordance with the “.’Dtd
of God. Our relglon oot only isin
Perfect harmony with the Word of
God, but it bas been antagonized In
the same manner as the first Gogpel.
These things the Latter-day Saints can
account for. We say God sent His
Mespenger {o preach the everlasting

08 pel and proclalm It to all men and
CArY it to =l) nations preparatory to
the coming of the Bon of Mav. This
is what we say and have proved that
we believe,under all circumatances.
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thie work brought about? Fapat!cism
is no explanpation of it;nor is imposture,
lnasmuch a8 thourands have testified
that Gud has agalp Bpoken, and this
testiniony has been abundantly con-
firmed in this day by aecompanying
stgns as in former daye. Joseph B8mith
wae only & weak instrument. How
can you imagine him an impostor? He
placed himselfin antagonism to ail the
worid. His message contaiped the
same truthe,the game Gospel,the same
morality anthe Gospel of former days.
How could he tell of his own learning
that ail the sects of the world had gone

astray? Hies statement was practi-
cally an iptimation that he was
wt filteen years of age o

position tu correct their errore. And
in the organizatlon that he wag the
Instryment of eflecting, we see the
eaine arrangement of Aposties, Proph-
ete, etc,, s was inptituted in the traet
Church of Christ,

The apeaker pointed to the fact that
the C urch now s not making con-
verts by the hundreds and the thous-
ands ag in theearly daysofthe Church,
Are, then, he asked, our Elders Jess
capable than our early preachers?

{ this work was the work of man,
there would be as many chances to
make converts today as formerly. It
was not the preaching of man that had
such marvelous results, but the Spirit
of God working through them, and
drawing thousands into the Church.
This is the only intelligible explana-
tion., The Elders today are more
learned, but do pot make more con-
verts. - *

This work could not have been in-
troduced and muintalned on tbe earth,
unless God bad operated on His chijj-
dren so as to embrace the Gospel and
gather here, The Gospel is free to all
who will comply with the command-
ments of Gorl, but only by the power
of the Almighty ean they Le gathered
into the fold.

It ip evident that God bad a purpose
in the estahlishment of this work, and
this was to prepare the world for the sec-
ond appearance of the Son of Man., But
we do npotsay that thie preparation is
the work of the Latter-day Baintaslone,
God uses 8ll people lu different ways
| to accompliisb Lhis grand purpose. But

to His people His voice Is, **Come oul.

(of Babylon!’? Justas sure as Inp the
days of Noab, He directed the prepara-
tlon of an ark as 8 refuge for the
faithful, .80 wsure, {n thls day,
He raised up the Prophet
Joseph to prepare s place of refuge
from the coming destruction. One
of the principles of the revelation
given was to prove to the world that
our acts here have some bearing ona
future state, that what we sow here,
we shall reep there. This i in direct
harmony with revelation. Some
people have an idea that the limit of-
their obligation is to lead a moral life,
wheress the truth is, that when God Is
represented as apenking, every one s
under obligation to finvestigate the
message and, if found t» be whnt is
clalmed for it, to listen and obey it.
The sense of obedience to the wijll of
legitimate authority Is inberent with-
in all. But we can either con-
form to ft, or rebel against
it. Herein is man’a ageney. The
promise 1s that those who will do
the will of God shall know for
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The skeptic may he asked, How was'
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themselves, The fulfiiment of
this promise 18 an evidence of
the truth of the mepsage,

Lenrning of man wagnot the charac-
terietic of the Gospel as preached by
Jesus. Our Lord proved himseif a
true Mesgiah by sacrificing Himselr,
and His followers did not go forth for
the temporn]l rewarde they received,
They knew that they bad to suffex for
their faithfulness to the Master. Yet
Christianity took a firm hold in the
early centurier, Dotwithstanding the
facts that its dootrines were obnoxjous
to the Romans. 1t ls clear, if Jesus
had been s mere man, His work would
have been inpomsihle. It was the
Hpirit of God¢ that was working, and
the result wus the triumph of the
Church.

This [ead the speader to 8 comparis-
gon between the primitive Church and
the Christian churches of today.
Chtistianity of today, he said, is no
more than a picture of the first sys-

temn. The resemblance may be there
more or less, but it is only a
picture after all. That is the

difference between Christianity then

and now. DMorality alone does not
constitute Christianicy. It is part of it,
but not all. And a moral obligation is

not more binding because it in part.of
Chrigtianity. Truth is truth wherever
found.

The spenker then sald he was proud
to be among the Latter-day Salnts. He
knew the day would come when the
Lord would reward them for their
faithfulness to Him. He wished to be
taugbt the will of God and be enabled
to doit, In order to be worthy to asso-
ciate with nohle beinge 1o a celestinl
world,

1t bad always seemed peculiar to
bim, how anybody could believe that
(od had a people on earth but not a
Churgh. Many think that the varlgus.

sects  are churches, but it is
clear that the Cburcb cannot
exist without divine sanction. Where

can we find the principles that Christ
preached? He -eald, ““Except s man
be born again by water and the
apirit he cannot enter the kingdum of
beaven.” No sect admits this except
the Latter-cay Saints. The speaker
briefly explained what it is to be born
of water and splrit, viz.: the Immer-
sion in water for the remiesion of sina
and reception of the Holy Ghost by
tbe laying on of hands. This i3 the
condition, without which none can
enter the Church.

Again, who has Ajpostles and
Prophets except the Latter-day Sajnts?
The names s9me may possibly have,
but where is the power of thelr au-

thority to bLe found? Further, the
promiee was that certaln miraocles
should follow in confirmation
of the preaching of the U . spel.

These are among the Saints, and this
ia another testimony whiobh none ean
gaineay, that we are the living Church
of Glod,

The speaker closed by expressing the
earnest wish that thoee who had been
able to see tnis and to embrace the
Frlnciplaa of the Gospel might be faith-

ul and ohtain the promiees which are
made to ali who Hve acoording to the
principles revealed.

The chofr sany;, the anthem, *“G xi be
Merotful unto Us ang Blesa Us.”?

Benediction by Xlder J. M. Sjodah]=



