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TELLER BILL

THE bill introduced by senator tel-
ler for an enabling notact frfor utah con-
tains this provision

that the perfect toleration of religious
sentiment shall be secured and that no
inhabitant of said state shall ever be mo-
lested in person or property on account
of his or her religious belief or his or her
mode of religious worship 12

it IS strange that any citizen of the
united states whether republican
democrat or liberal would offer
any objection to such a clause it sim-
ply secures abat rellreligiousgibus toleration
which the first amendment to the
constitution of the united states re-
quires and which all the state conati
tut lons provide for

but the liberal organ of this city
has attacked it vehementvehementlylys on several
occasions when advised that it was
a4 counterpart of the act providing for

the admission of colorado it responded

if that lotrusiglo truetruO and the constitution of
coloradoloradoyo was framed under the restric-
tions and commands of the enabling act
then we do noli see why any polygamist
could not go to colorado and live his re-
ligion and ifarraigned before a colorado
court plead the constitution in bar

the folly of all this needs no point-
ing out it dances before the eyes of the
raereader randand shakes its bellsbelle in hisbia face
colorado has no polygamy question
under its constitution framed in ac-
cordancecordance with that provision although
athas quite a large mormon popula-
tiontipn and it must take a tremendous
effort to distort and strain this common
restriction into anything like the pur
ant invented by the tribune but
speakinging of 69 liberalLIberals dissent from the
measure it says in another article

we thinkthaul this feeling was greatlygread in
tensionedtensined by the one clause in the fellerteller
bmbill which inhibited in advance the fram
ing of any constitution under which poly-
gamyny1 could be successfully prosecutedcanati toth hundreds of people was a notice
thatteat after all the saints nadhad been acting
in bad faith that it was their purpose to
resume polygamy so soon as the territory
could berbe hedged around with state lines
and they could obtain control and in-
stantly the thought came to hundreds

the whole business had peonbeen pre
pacedred by a willing attorney and presentedpresented
to congress by a willing senator the
audacity of inserting such a clause was
something thatthai shocked many a man who
had begun to believe it was time to give
thetee saints a chchanceatice

what nonsense that ifha and what
a desperate attempt to connect the
fialnto with the preparation of the
belill they krewklew nothing of either
boheme until the telegraph brought
tidings of itsgo introduction we do not
believe the writer of those foolish sen
tepeesewes believes for a moment either i

that protection of polygamy is intend-
ed ipin the prprovisionovial L or that the latter
day saints had anything to do with its
preparation for we do not set him
down as opa idiot

the meaning of the term religious
worship baahas been sogo often and soeo
clearly defined by the courts that there
is no room left for doubt that it does
not include any practice that isie con
arary to lawlav or to public decorum
the tribune has contended for
that itself many a time and
oft this provision would not
prevent a clause in the utah con
atit ution forbidding polygamous prac-
tices nor the enactment of jaws relat-
ing to them any more than the first
amendment to the national constitu-
tion prevented congressUon gress from passing
the anti polygamy laws which have
been sustained by the supreme court
of the united states

this provision is in common coall
the constitutions of the states at least
in spirit and tois identically contained
in the enabling act for the states
of north daetadalta south Dalballotslots mon-
tana and washington see vol 25
U S statutes at large the same
provision Jsis also in the enabling
actsact of the state of nebraska IS13 U
S statutes at large 48 also in the
enabling act of nevada 13 U 8

statutes at large 31 also as previ-
ously stated in the enabling act af
colorado upon which the utah bill
was modeled

will it be contended that
could go into any of these states indand
practice polygamy without danger of
prosecution or that they could plead in
bar the constitutional provision as to
freedom of religious belief and wor-
ship

again we suggest that the opponents
of this and the other measure designed
to liberate utah from the thralldom of
the territorial system fight it fairly
if at all such subterfuges and mis-
representations aas we have quoted
from ache liberal aa organ are
of civilized and rational warfare giveave
us reasonable grounds ofbf objection if
you have them if nonot dont descend
to drivel

GOVERNOR THOMAS AGAIN DENIES

GOVERNOR THOMAS was met today
by a representative of the NEWS by
whom hishie attention was called to the
following which appeared in the
heram of this morning

governor thomas denies that he at-
tended the republican meeting held lastweek and which resulted in the birth of
the teller statehood bill and of course
ththat settles it

A herald reporter found the governor
at his office last evening and he stated
emphatically that he was not at the meet-
ing

did you not know in advance that the
meeting waa to be beg and what the ob-
ject woowas

1I did not know anything alotabout imitdid you express yourself as being insympathy withrith the bill

ianono my position is the same now as
before I1 have been and still am op-
posedponed to statehood

have you anything to say governor
regarding what you arearc represented asan
having said on the statehood ques-
tiont 0 n

only this that at the interview of
last evening during which bytheby the
way governor saundersderrerb was present
not a word was said on the subject of
statehood I1 do not know why I1
should bee misrepresented in such a
persistentDersi stent and inexcusable way

do yuyou still hold the same resipositiontion
in reference to statehood that you ex-
pressed the other day to a NEWS re
porter

I1 assuredly do while I1 believe that
statehood ought to be delayed un ti
there isin practical unanimity of all
classes in favor of it as between the
caine faulkner and teller billsbilk I1 fitfa-
vor the latter and endorse the action
of those who prepared and intro-
duced it

DEATH OF FANNY Y THATCHER

SISTER FANNY Y THATCHBu de-
parted this life at her residence
E south temple street at a m
today January deceased was a
daughter of the late president brigham
young and lucy decker young and
wife of george W thatcher
she was born in this cityalty january
1849 and would consequently have
been 48 years of age hadbad she lived un-
til the dinst she had beepbeen illIII for
some time and her friends were there
fore to some extent prepared for the
news of her departure

thatcher waswaa a woman of sur-
passing gentleness she had a hearthearl
overflowing with sympathy for her
fellow creatures hundreds of in-
stances of the exercise of her benedo
lencelance ouight be cited these manifes-
tations of her character were of the
nature of acts of that olasaclass defined bybaw
the redeemer as genuinely charitable
they were entirely free from ostenta-
tion oueone special trait of her dispo-
sition could not escape even a casual
acquaintance auan entire absence of
pride or affectsaffectationtion the humblest
person was treated by her as a brother
or sister this Is no fanciful plok kut
tois truthfully drawn after an acquain-
tance with her of a quarter of a oencon
tury

the whole life of the departed was
tempered with a devotional tendencyayt
her religion being all in all to her
hence she was a loving and devoted
wife an affectionate and indulgent
parent a steadfast uunchangeablechangeablea
friendfri ami kerher religious faith was
icedo long as consciousness remained
this wasv as shown yesterday when in


