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ranchmenranchmanranchmen and sparse settlers but
the form of free local government
with arbitrary laws which take
away the substance has no standing
in law or reason it is neither gov-
ernment by the united states nor
by the inhabitants it is not free
government in any sense

he depicts the situation as it ex-
ists but does not make himself clear
as to his ideas of a settlement of the
utah problem he would not turn
over the government to blacklegs
pimps adventurers crazy miners
and others who have nothing more
than a passing interest in the terri-
tory and he does not proclaim him-
self in favor of statehood but he
leaves on the mind of his reader the
impression that statehood would be
better than a government which ddis-
graces

is
the republic and makes ty-

rants petty despots rapacious dolfloffi-
cials and persecuting monsters of
american citizens who happen to
hold office in utah of the execu-
tive and judiciary condition of utah
he says

the mind which has grown in the
ideas of the limitations oflaw and the
immunities of free political institu-
tions cannot firmly believe inthein the
legalitylegahit of the anti mormon acts it
is

narg
hard to believe that an act of con-

gress limiting church property to
can be made retroactive to

confiscate property acquired
by the church it is hard to be-
lieve that the just and proper way
to enforce such a retroactive limita-
tion is by seizure and confiscation of
the property the appointment of a
receiver by the U S court to
take possession of the church prop-
erty and administer it seems an ar-
bitrarybit harsh and unjust act it is
hard to believe that it is law

it is hard to believe the lawfulness
of an act which requires the voter to
qualify by making oath that he is
not guilty of conduct which the act
makes a felony nor guilty of coun
terian cingclug or upholding it in others
in all the rest of the nation the pun-
ishment of offenseslensesof is by prosecution
at law not by disfranchisement on
general suspicion or by requiring
the voter to purge himself the
name under which polpolygamous
marriage isia prosecuted atat law is
unlawful cohabitation Is the
voter in aejany other part of the nation
requireI1 to qualify by making oath
that be does notunlawfully cohabit

even if congress tois under no
limitations in imposing conditions
of the suffrage on the citizens of a
territory and if it is lawful to re-
quireq revvotersrs to quaqualify by abjuring
opinion anddayawby swearing themselveselves
not guilty of a statutestatu of felonfelony yet
this is didifferenterent from law anand free
suffrage as they are understood in
the rest of the nation

the requirement that juries for
the trial of those charged with polpolyg-
amous

Yatmarriage shall qualityqualify by ab-
juring polygamy in practice and
renouncing and condemning it in
opinion is in effect a requirement
that they shall renounce the mor-
mon religion and shall condemn
their church brethren bishops el-
ders apostles and prophets tt vio-
lates the esseessentialfitial property of trial by
juryury as it Is understood in all the
ijudiciariesudielaries of english law it is in

practice the making of an anti
mormon jury to try a mormon the
requiring of a mormon wife to tes-
tify against her husband is a viola-
tion of the common law

As a matter of course he touches
upon Vypolygamygamy and devotes con-
siderablesiderablee space to the subject
though it is now a dead issue here
is an extract

this departure from the tradi-
tions of law and liberty has been
made in the attempt to give the
form of government of the territory
by the inhabitants while takingtaking
the substance from them because
they are mormonscormonsMormons it is justified
by the existence of polygamy which
for this occasion is made a mortal
sin which warrants the deprivation
ofreligious civil and political rights
and demands the stamping out by
ppersecutioncution but they who believegmethatt tthehe israeliteelite patriarchs had the
close counsel of god in their con-
duct are not going to remove them
from the polygamous abrahamsabraham
bosom to the opposite place because
of their plural wives no rational
personn believes it to be a mortal sin
ttt isis an offense against our civiliza-
tion but there can be a rational
way of treating it and a legal way
of prohibiting and prosecuting it
and furthermore the government
which allowed thethe practice for a
quarter of a century should provide
some humane mode of living and
legitimate status for the wives and
children of plurallural marriagesmarriaga en-
tered into priorprior to the prohibitory
statute

this is what he says of the reli-
gion itself as a whole

they are blind who think that
the mormon religion is so IRih begot
ten and so slight a system of faitheidth
that it will be abandoned their
religion is biblical and logical it
is the restoration of the zion of the
chosen people with the addition of
the atonement of christ it takes
to itself and vitalizesvita lizes all that idea of
a rebuilding of zion and a millen-
nial reign which runs in all bibli-
calC peoplesI1ea it holdsho 9 thatat nonow as
beforefohectre I1 thehe hurchchurch of god hhas pro-
phetsheto I1inspirationna pi tion and revelation it
believeselle ves theth e bibleible to be the word of
god and likewise the book of mor-
mon revealed through the prophet
joseph smith by its prop to
apostles elders bishops and other
ecclesiastical officersolbers it reaches into
all the life of the people and it
unites with this a business organiza-
tion which takes in all their tempo-
ral affairsafTairs

conversing with a saint on their
theology he spoke with a superior
scorn of the theology which allows
prophets then but denies them now
allows revelation then but cuts it off
way back which blazclaims the posses-
sion of thethe holy ghost but denies
any manifestations or which like
the quakers sits idly and waltswaits for
the moving of the spirit or which
has the manifestation of thethe spirit in
fits convulsions spasms and
sies all this in contrast with the
WOwell ordered and biblical mormon
system of consecrated prophets apos-
tles and continued revelations

he falls into the error of the usual
run of travelers in utah with re

gard to the operativecooperativeco institution
stating distinctlydistinctlk that it is a I1 church
concern of course he was
crammed with this belief by the
loutsbouts of salt lake citycit to showLwhat a gullible beingI1 he was when
he trusted to alien sources for in-
formation he says

the church relation of the great
trading establishment entitled
zions operativecooperativeco mercantile in-

stitutionution called for short the
coopco op is not so plain nor is the
operativecooperativecooco o part apparent unless it
bebetthataat all good mormonscormons must trade
there the store is feet square
of three stories it trades in every-
thing it has outside shops and fac-
tories it has just started a boot and
shoe factory with modern imple-
ments whatever can be made in
the country it makes and thus it
has a grgreateat system of organized
workmen and workwomanwork women it has
absorbed or run out all the preced-
ing mormon stores once brighamBrigharo
had a store which he made a good
thing in his various enterprises but
this was merged in the coopco op

what strikes me as most extra-
ordinary in all the writers who
touch on utah is that the whole of
them harp on one string they
confine themselves to certain fea-
tures of the church but never enter
into the principles of the religion
nor do they touch upon the spiritual
part of its doctrine perhaps I1 can-
not better illustrate what I1 am
endeavoring to explain than by
gigivingving a colvconversationersation which gene-
ral sheridan held with one of his
friends shortly before his death it
was published in the chicago trib-
une and here is the part of it which
illustrates my text the general
said

acifif I1i only had the simple faith of
my wife but I1 have not to me the
future seems oblivionobUvion if we have a
future beyond the grave thenthea we
must have had an existence before
thisthi life these are mysterieserlea which
I1 have often thought over but I1
cannot fathom them howI1 much
comfort the great mass of mankind
get out of that little and yet poten-
tial instinct summed up in the word
faithfait li I1 was born into the catholic
church and cannot get out of it
but I1 have my own views we
must do our duty in life we are
here and must make the best of it

this is rettypretty explicit and shows
that the arstfirst soldier and the most
exemplary citizen of the continent
died a mormon when he died with
this belief because it is a cardinal
mormon doctrine and one that
whenever polygamy is touched
ought never to be I1ignoredmored if
general sheridan azhad the good
fortune to understand mormonismMonnonism
or to have read mormon literature
he would have died in the faith of
that religion without doubt and
what a glorious thing it would have
been for that great man to havehava
dropped into the bosom of a religion
in harmony with his spiritual in-
stincts

at
andancl religious

mormonismMonnonism should be preached inIB
the high places of the land
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