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The city council also passed ““An ordinance
to erect a dam in the Mississippi river, and for
other purposes.”

“Section 1. Be it ordained by the city coun-
cil of the city of Nauvoo, that Joseph Smith
and his successors for the term of perpetual
successid®, are hereby authorized and empow-
ered to erect a dam, of suitable height to pro-
pel mills and machinery, from any point within
the limits of said city and below the Nauvoo
House, and in a proper direction to reach the
igland this side of Montrose, but not to inter-
fere with the main channel of the Mississippi
river.

Section 2. And be it further ordained that
the said Joseph Smith and his successors are
further authorized to erect, north of the afore-
said island, a dam, pier, or bréak-water to in-
tersect the sand bar above.

Section 3. Be it further ordained that said
Joseph Smith and his successors are also au-
thorized and have full liberty to use the said
dam and water for the purpose of propeliing
mnills and machinery, and shall be governed in
their rates of toll, and rul® of manufactory by
ordinance of said city.

Section 4. And be it further ordained that
the said Joseph Smith and his successors, are
further authorized and empowered to use the
space within the limits olgthe said dam as a
harbor or basin for steam boats and other
water craft, and for which purpose they may
construct docks, wharves, and landings, and
receive such fees for wharfage, as may be re-
gulated by ordinance of said city.

Section 5. And be it further ordained that
~ said Joseph Smith and his successors, are fur-
ther authorized to build an embankment on the
east side of the aforesaid island, to connect
the said dam with the pier on the north, and
to use the top of said dam for a public road or
highway, receiving for compensation from
those who cros3 upon it, such rates as may be
allowed by ordinance of said city:

Passed December 8, 1843. '

JOSEPH SMITH, Mayor.

WiLrArRD RicHARDS, Recorder.?

I suggested to the: council the idea of peti-
tioning Congress, to receive the city of Nau-

voo, under the protection of tiie United States

Government, to acknowledge the Nauvqo Le-
gion as U. 8. tréops, and to assist in fortifica-
tions and other.purposes, and that a messehger
be sent o Congress for this purpose at the ex-
pense of the city. R

Messrs. John Taylor, Orson Spencer, and
Orson Pratt were appointed a ccmmitfee to
draft a memorial according to my sugges-
Lions. '

Saturday, 9.—At home.

Prayer meeting in the Assembly Room.

I copy from the Neighbor:—

“At a very large meeting of the citizens of
Nauvoo, held at the corner of Main and Water
streets, Mr. Heber C. Kimball was elected
chairman, and J. M. Bernhisel appointed se-
cretary. Mr. George A. Smith, baving~made
a few observations, Mr. John Taylor read the
preamble and resolutions of a meeting held at
the Temple, on the 7th instant, also an ordi-
nance entitled ‘An extra ordinance for the ex-
tra case of Joseph Smith and others,” recently

passed by the city council of the city of Nan-!

voo: likewise the fifth and sixth articles of the
amendments of the Constitution of the United
States; and the opinion of the attorney general
of the S%ate of Illinois on the subject of the
organization of the Nauvoo Legion, he being
of -the opinion that said Legion wag discon-
nected from the military communities of the
whole State, and in no way subject to the re-
gtlar military officers, possessing an exemp-
tion, even from subjection to the general mili-
tary laws, with a law maxing power vested in
their own Legion.

After some pertinent remarks by Mr. Tay-
lor, General Joseph Smith briefly addressed the

meeting; he dissented entirely from the opin- |
ion of the attorney general, and observed that!act as police.

it was stated in the charter that the Legion

was a part of the militia of Illinois, and that | unknown, went tothe house of brother Richard

s commigsion declared that he (General
Smith) was the Lientenant General of the
‘Nauvoo Legion, and of the militia of the 8tate
of Illinois, and as such it was not only his
duty to enforce the city ordinances, but the laws
of the State when called on by the Gdvernor.
He also stated that he had been informed that
the chief magistrate of Missouri had it in con=
templation to make another requisition on the
Governor of Illinois for him (Joseph Smith).
The meeting then adjourned sine die.

H. C. KIMBALL, -Chairman.
J. M. BERNHISEL, Sec.”?
teceived the following:— |

““Nauveo Legion, Nauvoo City, E

Dec. 9, 1843,

Lieut. Gen, Joseph Smith:—.

In consequence of the orders Freceived from
vou ‘to hold in readiness a sufficient portion of
the Legion, &e.” To make said forces efficient,
it will be necessary to supply them with muni-
tions of war, which of course must be done at
the expefise of the city, you will therefore

please to give orders to the commandants of
_several wards, the council passed the follow-

eotroris on their application to you on the city

‘him in the abdomen, when

\ember for your appointment as Patriarch in

L

treasury for whatever amount you may think
pru],.:er on the present occasion. ,
- Most respectfully, your obedient servant,.
WILSON LAW, Major Gen. N. L.?

sunday, 10.—Rainy day. I staid at home.

A prayer meeting held this evening in the
Assembly Room: [ was not present, Brig-
ham Young presided; several sick persons
were prayed for. | | _

By letter from J. White, deputy sheriff of
Clark county, Missouri, I learn that Mr. Dan-
iel Avery is in Marion County prison, without
trial. The sheriff requests several men to go
there as witnesses, it is evidently a trap to get
some more of our people into their power.

When I was in prison in Missouri, my wit-{-

nesses were arrested before they got into court
to testify, except one, Who was kicked out of
the court by an officer, Lient. Cook, who dam’d
him, and ordered some of his company to shoot
him. After which the States Attorney Birch
turned to me tauntingly, saying, “ Why the hell
don’t you bring on your witnesses,” and Judge
King laughed at my discomfiture. ~ The SBaints|
have had enough of Missouri mob justice.

Monday, 11.—The following affidavit will
shew that some of the citizens of Iilinois are
8o far fallen, and so much governed by mobo-
cratic influence as to assist the Missouri
wretches in their hellish designs:—

“State of Illinois,

Hancock County,

On the 11th day of December, 1843, came
Sisson A, Chase before-me, Aaron Johuson, a
justice of the peace of said county, and after
being duly sworn deposeth and saith, that the!
crime of kidnapping has been committed in'
Hancock county, and on the 2nd day of this!
present Dec., 1843, at the house of Schrench|
Freeman, about four miles and a half south of |
Warsaw, in rsaid county; your said affiant
heard a man by the name of John Elliott sa
that he was going a shooting turkies. When |
asked what he was going to shoot them with,
he showed a brace of. pistols and a large hick- |
ory cane: yvour affiant observed that he thou
he could not kill turkies with such weapous, !
and the said Elliot said there was a certain !
cock he meant to take before night, and they |
would do for that. He, the said Elliot. went
off, and your affiant did not see him till Sun-
day evening the third, when your affiant asked |
he said Eliott if he had’caught his turkey, |
and he replied, yes, the one he was after. a
Mormon elder. Your afiiant then-asked him |
who he was, and he said Daniel Avery. Your|
aiitant then asked the said Elliot what had!
been done with said Avery? and he said we
El:lt him on to a horse, tied his legs and guarded |

im to the river, from whence about ten o’clock |
at night, we took him into Clark county, Mis-
souri, for stealing a horse four years ago,
where they would try him, and if found guilty,
they would then take him into another county,
where there was a jail, as there vas noné in
Clark county. On the 4th day of December,
I asked him if they had writs or authority to
take Mr. Avery, he replied, we all had writs.
On the 5th, said Elliott said he expected to get |
into diflicuity on acceunt of this scrape; bat if
any Mormon makes any business with me, I
will shoot him; and further ‘gmlr affiant says
not. SISSON A, CHASE.

Subseribed and sworn to this 11th day of
December, 1843, before me. .

“Nauvoo, Dec. 11,71843.

AARON JOHNSON, J.P.»
’W'hir:h 1 sent to the Governor, with this
etter:— ‘

Siri—I herewith forward your Excellency!
another affidavit on the subject of the late kid-
napping, and shall coutinue the same as they
come to hand, expecting your cordial co-opera-
tivn in the premisss, that the laws may be
magnified and made honorable, and our lives
held preciogs, our friends saved from jeopardy,
and the ‘captives freed.? -

~ Respectfully, I have the honor to-be,
Your obedient servant, i
JOSEPH SMITH.»?
Meetings wege held, and resolutions passed,

in all the wards of the city, requestise the
city council to raise a company of 40 men, to

v Last night two ruflians, whose names are

Badham, & farmer living on the prairie, robbed
the houee ot $4,50, threatened his life, stabbed
part of his caul
gushed out. Dr.J. M. Bernhisel dressed his
wounds to-day, and he thinks there is a pros-
pect of his recovering. |

Tuesday, 12.—In oflice at 9 a.m., and wrote
a letter to my uncle:—

“President Johin Smith:—The petition of a
special conference at“Macedonia of last Nov-

the Chifrch has been received, duly considered,
and is granted. You have my best wishes in
your behalf, as well as my prayers, that yvou
may fill so honorable and exalted a station
with the dignity, sobriety, and grace which
has bitherto characterized your conduct and
commilnion with men,as a man of God.
Réspectfully yours,
JOSEPH SMITH.”
At 10 a.m., attended city council, which
passed an ordinance exempting all Church pro-

perty from city tax.

In accordance with the petitions from the

f
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ing:— An ordinance for selecting forty police-
men and for other purposes.”

“Section 1. Be it ordained by the city coun-
cil of the city of Nauvoo, that the mayor of
said city be, and he is hereby authorized, to
select and have in readiness for eyery emer-
gency, forty policemen, to be at his disposal
in maintaining the peace and dignity of the
citizens, and enforcing the ordinances of the
said city; for ferreting out thieves and bring-
ing them to justice, and to act ag daily and
nightly watchmen, and be under the pay of
gaid city.

Passed December 12, 1843,

JOSEPH SMITH, Mayor.
W. RicmaArps, Recorder.”
The council also passed “An ordinance for
the health and convenience of Travellers and

-other persons. -

Section 1. Be it ordained by the city council
of the city of Nauvoo, that the mayor of the
city be, and is hereby authorized to sell, or
give spirits, of any quantity, as he in his wis-
dom shall judge to be for the health, comfort
or convenience of such travelers, or other per-
song, as shall visit his house from time to
time.

Passed December 12, 1843.

- JOSEPH SMITH, Mayor.

Wirrarp Ricaarps, Recorder.”

Wednesday, 13.—At home,

I insert an editorial from the Neighbor:—

“PUBLIC MEETING.

It will be seen in another column that a pub-
lic meeting was held in this place for the pur-

pose of providing some remedy for the repeated |

ageressions of the State of Missouri, since
which time an ordinance has been passed by
the city council to carry into effect tlgat object,
and to prevent the citizens of. this place from

being any longer imposed upon by the contin-

Y | ued 1llegal prm:e_ﬁdiugﬂ of the State and citi-

zens of Missouri.
We think that it is high time that something
should be done to screen ocurselves from the

ght | continued ageressions of this meddling, trouble-’

gome, blood-thirsty herd; and we know of no
meéans that will be more eflicient and lawful,
than the one adopted. S

We have done good for evil lonz enough, in
all conscienge, we think that we have fulfilled
the scriptures every whit. They have smitten
us on the one cheek, and we have turned the
other, and they have smote that also,

We have zlgo f[ulfilled the law, and more
than fuifilled it: and for the sake of peace
when we knew that we had violated no law,
nor in any wise subjected ourselvesto perse-
cutions, we have endured the wrong patiently,
without offering violence-or in any wise injar-
ing the heartless wretches who could be trusted
with such a dishonorable document. Those
vagabonds have been snifered to prowl at

large, and boast ef their inglorious deeds, in’

our midst, and no man had injured them or said
why do you so.

% The time, however, i3 now gone by for this
mode of proceeding, and those vagabonds must

keep within their own borders, and let peace-

able citizens alone or receive the due demerit
of their erimes. We think that this ordinance
passed by the city council is wise, judicious
and well timed, and is well calculated to pro-
tect peaceable citizens in their rigats, and to
prevent those lawless vagabonds trom inter-
fering with the rights of peaceable citizenas.
To those unacquainted with our relationshi
to Missouri, and the accumulated wrongs, anc
repealed aggressiofts that we have received
from the hands of thaj~Bfate, our language
may appear harsh and ill-timed; but those whe
are in possession of those facts know better.
Their merciless, unreienting, inhuman prosecu-
tions and persecutions, from the time of our
rat,eetilement in that State until the present,
have been wholly and entirely lll‘iprﬂ'iGEEd, arid
without the ghadow of law. :
Jogeph Smith has been suffered to be taken,
time and again by them; we say piffered, be-
cause Le could not be legally and constitution-
ally taken. Joseph Smith never commilted the
crimes of which he is charged: he is an inno-
cent man, -

But allowing their false, diabolical accnaa-
tions to be true, what then?—Does it follow
that he is continually to be followed for the
same ofience? verily no. The Censtitution of
the United States expressly says, ‘nor shall
auy person be subject for tire same cfience to
be fwice put in jeopardy of life, or limb.? And
yer we find that the State of Missouri has put
Jogeph Smith in jeopardy no less than four, or
five timee. He waa tried ouce by a milifary
tribunal in Missouri, and sentenced to be ghot.
He was afterwards tried by a preteaded civil
(mobocratic) court, and since then he bhas

been several times apprebended, tried. and ac- |

quited for the same offence, id thia Biate, by
Missouri requisitions.

Is Le still illegally and unconstitutionally te
be Beld in abeyance by these miscreants, or
shall we as free-born American citizens assert
our rights, put the law in force upon those law-
less, prowling vagabonds, and say that he shall
be free.

Shall we suffer our pockets to be picked
through the influence of these scoundrels eter-
nally, by defending oursclves against vexations
law suits, or shall we take a2 more summary
way, and by a lezal course punish the aggres-
sors, proclaim our freedom, and shield eur-

'selves under the broad folds of the Constitu-
tion. The latfer is the course for us to pur-
sue.

The ordinance passed by the cily council
will secure this object, and we are glad to find
that the opinion of J. Lamborn, attorney gen-
eral, and J. N. McDougall, eorrespond go much
with our own, ‘That the Nauvoo Legion is an
independent military organization, and is by
law expressly required to sustain the munici-
'pal laws of Nauvoo.’ |
. What are we to say about those kidnappers
who infest our borders, and carry away our
citizens? those infernals in human shape.

The whole European world has béen engaged
in a warfare against those who traflic in hu-
man. blood. Negociations have been made,
treaties entered into, and fleets have been sent
out through the combined efforts, of the na-
tions to put a stop to this inhuman traffic;
but what would those nations think, if they
were told the fact, that in America, Republic-
an America, the boasted cradle of liberty,
rand land of freedom, that those dealers in
human flesh and blood, negro dealers and
drivers, are allowed with impunity to steal
white men, and those sons of liberty can ob-
tain no redress.

Great God, has it come to this, that free
born American citizens must be kidnapped by
negro drivers! What are our authorities doing?
Wiy are not these wretches brought to justice?
We have heard that one or two of the citizens
of Illinois have been engaged is assisting thess
wretches. "We shall try to find out who they
are, and - their whereabouts, and make them
known, and then if they are not brought te
condign punishment, we shall say that justiece
has fled from Illinois.” -

Thursday, 14.—At home. .

Philander Avery arrived in Nauvoo, haviag
made his escape from his kidnappers in Mis-
BOUTL.

I received, the following milk and water
letter from Governor Ford:—

“Springfied, Dec. 12, 1843.

Gen. Joseph Smith:— ' .
~ Sir:—TI have received your favor of the 6th
mstant, together with the proceedings of a
public meeting of the citizens of Nauvoo, on
the subject of the late kidnapping, by the
people of Missouri and others, of two citizens
of this State. .

You request to know if any porticn of the
Legion shall be called gut. My answer is,
no, The militia cannot be called out, except
in the cases specified by me in my letter to
Governor Reynolds, dated in the month of
Augnst last; in which I, took the ground that
(the militia can only be called out to repel an
| lnvasion, suppress an iusurrection, or on some

extreme eme;ﬁency; aud not to suppress, pre-
vent, or punish individual crimes. I still am
of opinion that the ground assumed by me on
that occasion, is the true one, The prevention
and punishment of individual offences have
been confided by the counstitution and laws of
this State, to the judicial power and not to the
executive,

If a citizen of the State has been kidnapped,
or if property has been stolen from this State,
and carried to the State of Missouri, those
who have done either, are guilty of an indict-
able offenc#. DBut the constitution and the
laws have provided no meaas whereby either
the person- or property aken away, can be -
returned, except by an appeal to the laws of
Missour1. The Governor has no legal right te
demand the return of either. The only power
1 would bave would be siwply this: If any of
the guilty persons ehould be charged with
larceny or kidnapping by indictment or affida-
vif duly eertified, and with having fled to Mis-
gouri; then I would have the power, and it
would become my duty to make a demand
upon the Governor of Missouri, for the sur-
render of the fugitives to be tried by  the
courts of this State. I am fully satisfied that ~
tn ordinary cases this is all the power I would
\ possesa. It weuld be eimply a power to be
gxercised in aid of the judicial power. Any
othew powers to be exercised by the Govern-
or would be o make him a dictator and a
despot. It i3 true that an extraordinary case
wight arige, in which the inhabitants of one
State might rise in warlike and hostile array
against those of another. In which case a
stace of war would exist, and then only could
|l inter{ere. |

I would advise your citizens o be strictly
peaceable towards the people of Missouri.
Yon eught to be aware that in every country
individuals are liable to be visited with wronz
whieh the law i3 slow to redress, and some of
which are never redressed in this world. This
fact, however, has never been held to be a
imntiﬁcatiun for viclence, not warranted by
aw, +

f any of the people of Nauvoo, should ix-
vade Missouri for the purpose of rescuing per-
sons there in jail, the cousequence would be
that indictments would be presented againet
them, and demands made upoun me for their
arrest and surrender, which demandes I would
be compelled to obey, and thus they “would be
harrassed by interminable demands and prese-
cutions: and very likely it would lead te a
species of border warfare which would be ex-
ceedingly annoying to a peaceable city: and if
you could de placed. in t[;e wrong, might lead
to exceedingly unpleasant consequences witly
reference hotfy te law and public opinion.,

|




