584

TH

things can be done where there is
one?

“It seems to me that you had bet-
ter rectify some of these «llserepan-
cies in your own country. In the
meantime I will have to inform you
that I shall prefer to see you later.”?

-

FATAL OBJECTIONS TG THE IDAHO
CONSTITUTION.

IN this issue appears a portion of
the argument made by Hon. John
T, Caine in the House of Repre-
sentatives, in opposition to the ad
mission of ldaho with the un-
American, un-republican Constitu-
tion proposed for her. One of the
pointa made by the speaker ought
alone to have deeided adwersely the
fate of the proposed enpstitution.
Unaccompanied and unsupported
by an additioual fact or argument,
that one point ought to have im-
pelled Coagress to take such action
ag would have finaily and forever
disposed of the proposition to admit
to the American Urnion any State
with an organic law containing a
like clause.

The one argument we refer to is

based upon the fact so clear-
ly shown hy Mr. Caioe, that
the proposed constitution for
[diho, in express terms, dis

tranchises every man that believes
io a Qod who is & Bupreme Ruler
It is pno quibble, no strained con-
struction which makes this seem io
be the meaning of theclause referred
to. Under its literal sense, ita evi-
dent purpose. its significance when
construed in the light of the ordi-
nary meaning of its terms as other
lawuy are, that clause exeludes from
the privileges of citizeuship, any
man wlio believes that the laws of
God are puperior to those of man, -
That the American Coogress
should ever hesitate in the disposi-
tion to be made of such a propusi-
tion, is a matter of astonishment.
It should have been instartly
and unanimously voted down.
It is am assault upon the Chrigtian
religion, Catholic and Protestant, of
A more sweeping aud dapgerovus
character tban even Ilngersoll has
ever had the etfrontery to suggest,
Mr. Caine makes other telling
polnts aga.net the proposed charter
of the new state which are voan-
‘swernble. There exists no method
of meeting them. His argument as
& whole is remarkably cogent and
able, and if it shall f.il in its purpose
it will be because religious intoler-

ance and political expediency have
comabined to subvert the principles
upon-which our mnational strugture
resis.
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ANOTHER POINT.

SHoULD he wish to use it the Em-
peror of all the Russin’s can make
another point agaiust the American
petitioners who desire the abolition
of the barbaritiea practiced upon the
political prisuners of the Czar’s do-
main. [t coheista of the statement,
as originally published in the Ogden
Standard and which is reproduced
in this issue of the News, of a raid
made by two deputy U. 8. Marshals
upon the home of Thomwaa B, Helm,
of Pleasunt View, Weber County.

Mr. Helm is probably about sixty
years old, and soinewhat lame from
haviog his leg injured several years
sinpe. At the time the Edmunds
law was passed he had more wives
than one and he has served two
terms in the penitentiary for the
offense of unlawful cohabitation—
which simply consists of practlcally
achnowledging both families,

Weo have no reason to question
the Jetails given hy the Standard,
ag that paper is generally correct as
to matters of fact. But be that asit
may, there de¢ems no room for doubt
that Mrs. Helm’s sudden death was
the direct result ot the visit of the
| deputies. [tis but another fatality
added to the leng list that has been
made by the cruel anti-*‘Mormon??
crusade, and for which the framners,
enactors and operators of the meas-
ures which produce such effecta will
sooner or later be held to answer.

I[f the cases pursued under the
anti-“*Mormon® legiglntion passed
and enforced since the opening of
1882 involved inatanles of polygamy
entered into subsequent to that time,
there would be little room for com-
plaint. But such is not tbe condition.
The laws were passed and found
numerous families established as far

back as half a century, and all the

| way along the intermediary period.
Those sre the domestic doinains that
have heen ruthlessly invaded, their
heads seized and carried into court,
while wives and children have been
compelled to testify against those
whom they loved better than life.
Men have been herded into prigon
by scores. And what has it all ac-
complished? Mr. Varianunwitting-
ly apswered thisquestion yesterday,
in a case in which the aceused, like
a cootemptible craven, sought to
escape incarceration in prison by
disclaiming the paternity of his
ch¥d, thus, to” save himself, casting
odium upoun his plural wife. The
prosecuting atforoey said:

“This case presenied new and pecul-
iar featnres. I have had considerahle
experience in “Mormon* cases, and
never saw where one repudiated a
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child. This ds the first instance where
a man has denied the paternity of his
plural wife's child. It 7s the first case
in the history of these proseculions
where @ man, holding o membership in
the Chureh, repudiated his plural wife,
and her child. Itis the first time when
such a man has endegvored to strike
down the character of his plural wife,
and it is the first time where a plural
wife, ©n these prosecutions, has ever
been accused of unfaithfulness.

These people were married, proper-
ly as they believed, and they lived to-
gether for many years. ow comes
this man with this infamy. I say he
has been living a lie for the past seven
YOArs.
*

* * * * *

*This plura] wife, with the years of
an honest life behind har, comes here
and says to this defendant, "*How dare
you disown (his little baby?” I say
that there are thousands of men here
who, rather than do such a thing, would
suffer the exireme penally of the law,
before intimating such a disgrace. I
ask this jury to take a commoD sgnse
view of the case, and have no doubt
of the resalt.”’

Mr. Hamilton, who had been ap-
pointed by the court counsel for the
defendant said:

T admit that it is true that this ig
he first time where, when it camne to
eourt, a father has deserted his polyy-
amous children.”

The argument of the District At-

toroey thiroughout was a suathing,
scorchlng rebuke to the defendant,

and yet he could Dot excite the
slightest controveray with us upon
the peverest points of it. But the
admlssivns of counsel on both sides
are suggestive. What is the use of
seeking to force men to repudinte the
relationship into which they entered
previous to 1882, and thus brand
wives and children with shame,
if it is impossible of accomplish-
ment?

Some people do not appear to be
aware of the fact, but it is neverthe-
less true, that there is 2 gfewing
sentiment throughout the country
in favor of leaving families which
were forined before 1882 undis-
turhed. There is no element of
magnanimity in inflicting suffering
and distress upon men and lelpless
women and children, when:every
result of such a course is impolitie
aud'::nproﬁtab]e, to say nothing o
its inhumanity.

A letter from Port Bpain, Trini-
dad, speaks of the recently discov-
ered curative qualities of a plant~
lorally known as the Cousin Mahoe,
whose bntanic name is the trium-
fetta semitriloba. In cases of Jdys-
pepeia, indigestion and liver com-
plaints the therapeu tifRffects of this
plant have been simply womderful,

he Jdoctors on the island preseribe
it largely, knowipng Its valuable
properties.—Chicago T4mes.



