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of reference, In the meantime, how-
ever, every yoong man has it in his
power to become, in one sensge, aun
original discoverer. A vast amount of
truth reposes §n the mauy books which
are constaotly being 18suned in this
coantry and abroacd,concerning ancient
1ie, peoples and citles; aad by en
atteutive perusal of such works, the
younf wan may extract the gu’lden
metal,

It the coarse sugresated shalt be pur-
sued for a few years, the young men o!
this Territory who go abread as mis-
sionaries, will take pride in taiking of
the Book of Mormoun. Heretofore, it
has heen the case, [ fvar, that our mis-
slonaries have avolded quoting from
tbe hook, becanse they did mot thor-
oughly understand the work and Its

origin and could not defend it
apalnst  the peoplé of the
world, But armed with an array

of proofs of the origin ot the sacred
history and all the external evideneces
of its authentieity, 8 youny mau may
gonote from the Book ot Mormon to the
most learned with absolute confildence
that he can defend himself and the
work agaiost all ppponents. I do not
delfeve that any man of average sense
can read this hook carcfnlly, examine
the internul evideoces, apd theu study
the external proois, without beiog
convinced of the absovlute trath of the
work, uud of Joseph Smith's mlssion.
I do not know of any other method
which would praove so effective io
checking tne spread of douht and in-
fidellty in these valleys. I do not
know of sny other study which wlll
purify the souls of our young men se
quickly. Ido not komow of any otber
study which will render them) more
obedient to their pareuts und to the
Priesthood of the living God. Itis the
grandest work ¢ ver placed in the hands
of man. When we neglect it to search
after other things, we are as one who
tarns from tbe lfght of the sum, and
goes into the darkness to follow & glow
worm. I wish.the parents in Zion
could real{ze how much it is thelr duty
to their sons and daughters to leud
them iuto an carmest sod prayeriul
stndy of this book. For any young
mun swho will faithfuily pursue the
study of the **Golden Bible,'” will ob-
taln a testlmouy that it i8 a revelatlon
of God’s Eternal Truth to man.
Superintendent Jas. F. Johuson, of
Maricops Stake, said he felt great
pleasure Iu bearipng testhmoay le the
divinity of the work engaged in by the
Latter~-day Saints, The mauoy themes
spoken upon during this Conference
would be dwelt upon in Associations
thronghout the Churchaod if pursned
in the same spirit which hag here
prompted the remarks the best resnlts
might be looked for therefrowm. The
members of the [mprovement Associ-
ations should prlze the testimonies
of theiraged brethren who had saffered
and sacrificed for the Gospel, and who
ware fast pasaiog away. Felt to thank
God that be had been boru Ip the cove-
nant and reared amon{g the S8alpts of
God. Considered that if be and others
simllarly situated did oot heed toe
solemny testimenfes borme iu their

hearjag they would be held
acceuntable therefor by the Al-
mighty and be 10 danger of

havingtheir pames blotted out from
the Lamb's book of life. Feltto pray
for the success of the work of mutual
improvement, that those engaged in ‘it
might 0l the high destiny marked out
for them,

Mesars. R. C. Easton, Heber God
dard, H. G. Whitney andJ. D. Spen-
cer saug the quartette **The Soldier's
Farewell’’ in very cffective style.

SCILNCE IN THE ANSOCIATIONS

Prof. J, E. Talmage delivered the
following lecture on this subject:

The firat word of the title given to
this address, 18 capable of inspiring a
degree of awe, at times, inthe brezsts
of many. It i8 thought by them to
have for its dominion the realm of the
unkoown, if not, indeed, of the un-
koowable to denl with the strauge, the
incomprebensible and the mystic. Its
very language is regarded as welird and
foreizo, Intelligible onl{ to its ardent
devotees and 1ts enthusliastic digciples.
In fact, however, the term science, in
ity troest and fullest application, des-
lgus.tes the exact opposite to all of
this; It meass by 1ts very derivation,

foct and truth, such as has been classi-
fied, coliated aud proved. It bas ref-
erence to those truths, indeed, srhich
are most fully kuown and are farthest
removed from the borders of the un
certain and the speculative. Such is
the nature otémre,nnadulr.emted sclen-
tific knowiedge; anything other than
this i8 but pseundo science, untrue to
its pame, inlse to it3 natnre, and of
—matceasrity, peroicions o its effecis.

Ina er{cuy technical sense then, the
domain ot science I8 co ¢xteusive with
that of hnman attainmment und mental
growth; everything *hat is known may
be brought witbin its pale, but in its
more popular and ordinary accepta-
tion, it is understood to signliy knowl-
edge reluting to the objects and phen
omeva oi nature, and the application
of such knowledge to practicuble erds
through human lustréamentality. It is
this latter sense fu wiieo 1 wounld
speak ot science this evening. In the
pursait of such information, we trav-
erae the field of creaied things; are
brooght thereby in close commuuion
with the resoits of the lahors of the
igreat Jehovah; and are tanght to read
n however blind and imperfect 4 man-
o- r, the thonghts which actosted Him
in His ulmigoty plans.

But I am informed that the effects of
such training are evil; as scientific
knowledg:, and an irreverence for tie
Deity, or perhaps a total disbelief in
the existepee of a divine creator go
hand iu hand through the world today.
Yes; | am assurcd that the scientist,
he whose lifeis devoted to spelling
threngh laborious muzes the wonder
fu! sentences of the book written by an
Qumuiscient finger, learns hy that very
study to doubt the being of the aunthor,
and to regard the volume itself with
all its truths, as a thing of accident
and of chance. Sucha conclusion .is
nothing short of an utter darkening of
reason—*‘that heaven lig'ted lump ln
man.”

We are willlng to bestow our earthly
homage without stint upon one whose
works deserve such prafse, and we
think ourselves just and wise i so
doiog,

We estimate homan capacity and
ability solely by Ita exercise and the
results produced. We wander wich
delight through the corridors of some
great museum of art, and gaze rap-
turously upon the shapely blocks of
carved uiarble and sculptured stooe
exhibited thee, and our thoughts ure
carried with something of adoration in
their flight to toe .pames of Phidias
Pericles and Ang\elu, thoge mighty mas-
ters of th2 chisel and. mallet. We
know that but for skiil such as theirs
such wonders of art could never have
becn. We look with eestasy thongh
bnt once in our lives npon the canvas
that speaks of the Crucifixion, or the
Transtizuraltion, or a8 we contemplate
the beatide resignation expressed in
tha fare of Madonau, and ever after-
ward the name of Raphael Is deitled in
onr miod, The rolling measures of
*‘Paradise Lost,” and the entranciog
rhythm of tbe sopgs of patlence
and of peace, or the affecting strains ol
tha tales of passion and of strife cxcite
our devotion at the shrines of Mil-
ton and of Longfellow and of Scott;
of “*3weeteal Shakspeare,fancy’s child"
and others of tbat kin, We recline 0n
sezts of velvet aud are drawa by horses
of ironsnd brass, whose breath {8 steam
whose food is tlre, and we thinok rever-
ently of the zenius of a Stevengon or a
Watt. The eleetric glare carries with it
admiration forthe achievemeuntsof Vol-
ta, Galvaul, Brosh aud Edison, Man-
kind bestows its praise opou the de-
serving; and vet it is agserted in spite
of this trait of human character, that
the stody of the great resuits of a
Creator's labors,has a tendency toward
an irreverence if not a positive -denisl
of the Master’s hand, What are our
greaiest homan achievements but imi-
tations aud coples? Where would be
the labors of a sculptor or a painter if
they were wiltheut s model. The copy
canounot surpass the origioal, the exe-
cution cannot supersede the ideal.
The marhble block uunder the artists
skillful touch may be made to take
semblance to a thing of life—but is
the likeness even skin deep?

Beneatll the surface of the bloek the
stone {8 still nocut and nopolisbed—
and withal, thronghout it is bnt stonpe.
How far then is it below the living
mould! Yet to assert that the study
of a sculptured bust, or & paloted
head wanlg lead the pupil to a disbe-
lief in the existeuce and exercise of as
organjzing power, and o master’s skill
would be to argue for the absurd. No,
no; ik ig uareal, illogical, preposterons
to say that a carefol and proper study
of the works of God can in any
degree detract from his praise and
glory. To learn to walk “'through
natore up to nature’s God’' is to come
nearer tnomgh but a trifle, to the
bright c¢ffulgence of His presence, and
fn such light, no wilud but that of the
fool, whose eyes are resclately closed
to the brilliancy ot bis surroundings,
c¢an say in itseit “‘there |8 uo God."

Science, if properly taught iu our as-
sociations, cannot fall to add to the
testimouy ind devotlon of the mem
berg. 1i falee sclence be taught it wil]
tend to lead astruy. A very proper
question is, *How may success he sac-
quired sna dapger uvoided? Seethata
clear line of distinction be drawn be-
tween fuct and
vine origin; theories are man made. I

would urge that ne discussion of the

atter be Introdoced under the pame

4

theary. ‘Truth is of d-

Iuf science in our associations. Theo-
ries are invented to expleiu mysteries,
and they do so oftentimes mystericas-
ly, and mysterics are ot easlly ussim-
flated In the bumare mjnd. To the
members of the associatiens I would
say, for the present, let us leave such
matters alone, and deal only with the
things about us. To ke informed upon
the things with which we are persen-
ally brought in coutact 18 the charae-
teristic of a usetul education. Some
day

vBy experience (anght. the mind will learn,.
That not to know ai large of things

Remote from nse, obscure And subtle

But that which before us lics in dmly life

1s the prime wisdom."

It §g natural for thke human mwiad to
scek for a solution of the problems
presented to It. And the beok of pa-
tore is fllled with such problems;
of problems so abstruse that they
caennot be read aright except under the
direct instroction of the Grest Teacher
through His voice of inspliration and
revelation, None but the ipsp¥red
traveler cau pick his way soccessfully
through the tangled undergrowth of
half-discovered trutb, mixed and
mingled with theory auod fancy, as it is
roday in what we call *‘Science’”’

Thbe lincs of the poet can be upEre-
ciated only by him who bas something
of the poetie principle within his soul;
the composcr’s praudest efforts are
without eflfect upon ears that are
closed—s0 too the words of a prophet
are comprehended in their fulness only
by the assis*ance of the rpirit of tawa

rophets; and tbe meaningof the great
Ereator is understood by those alene
npou whom the light of His power is
resting at the time of their Investiga-
tion and study. Aeuin, whenever the
voice of the divine law giveris heard,
let other tongues be forthwith silenced ;
from our minds let every idea be
effaced which is found to be in comn-
flict with the worda of God as spoken
throosh revelation.

And it is clear that the teachings of
revealed truth are ahead of thoseof
buman wisdom in all things. There js
a pretty story told by pavigators, and
one with 4« broad fouundation of fact.
Itis =ald that a little fisb, called the
pilot fish,is nearly always found accom
panying the monster fishes of the seas,
especlaily the powerful shark. The
littie pllot gocs ahead of its unwieldy
follower and leads him into safe depths
and away from treacherons iplets or
shallow bars. 1f the two conte to the
month of a stream, the shark remains
at the entrance while the little gnide
explores the region to discover if it is
safe for the hnge creaturs to venture
in; and 18 long as the Iatter whil follow
the direction of itstrustworthy leader
it is comparatively secure from the
dangers of stranding or ruaning eshore.
I once saw a huge shark dyiog upooa
shallow flat in the Chesapoake Bay,
through its endeavors to force it way
ahead independently of the piiot golae.
To my mind, human knowledge, or
philosophy, a8 we delight to call 1t, is
aptly comparable to the tish of mon-
gtrons buik, upnable to “move sufely
among the quicksands of purely human
thought and action, unless it consecl-
entionsly follows the pilot of insplred
troth. Let it but once forsake its
goide and the dangers besetting its
course, are many times increascd. Be
fore the prophet, wilth his heaven-
given powers, the philosopher canuot
stand. The ipnspited words of the

ropbet are truth, those of the purely
gumnn thiuker are too ofiten theory
and fancy only. The former are al-
ways te be accepted; the latter msy
be right, but should be held provisien-
ally until gubstantiated.
And great have been the promises of
an All-Wise Instrnctor, that in due
time, the wisdom of His [aitbful pupils
ghall be enlargad so a8 to encommpass
the unknown hefghths and ceptha of
space; and allthe things of earth. A
wise man 1s willing to wait for a cor-
rect apswer to his enguiries, rather
than be countent with some bastily
drawn conclusjon, bearing with it the
likelihood of wrong.
There are indeed any marked ef-
fects produced by scientific study upon
the mind. It pnts the student in
closer communion with the objects of
nature, and tvaches him togread the
Ivssons of things. And a2 with all
other knowledge, this iz of use only so
far as it tercbes man to seek and to
obtain higher things. Knowledge muy
be sbut up within the mind, like the
miser’s wealth in his vanlts, and give

| to the mental and spiritual pature na

development but in the, direction of
pride and arrogavce. Scientiflc
information will prove of permanent
value onlv 80 far &8 it serves as oll to
jeed the flame of thought within the
sacred shrine of the buman mind. 1t
‘s pot encvuph lhabt the paphll learns
that plants have roots, stems, leaves
aad flowers, nor that he studies the
minatest structures of each of these;
he must recognize the wonderful
adaptation ef part te part, and vrgan
{o Organ; and then he will not fail to
see that sothing short of an Almighty
wind could have designed and execut-
e¢d snch wondrons harmonv of plan
aod purpose. He must learn thereby
to recognize more clearly bis position
relative to the rest of God's sreat
work; that He has care for the lililes
and the sparrows, the inpects and the
beasts, and that the haira opou his
own head are numbered and Known.
To such a one, a fl ywer is more thau a
flower; it i3 an embodiment of provi-
dential care, of surpassine wisdom, oi
design and of reason. But to anetner,
who remains wiliully deaf to the voice
of wature such helps to hls devetions
are denled.

A primroec on the river’s hran
A veilow primrose is to him,
And it is nothung mnore.

Judicious instruoction in sclence will
faurntsh the young with a uever {ailing
source of mental i0od, and thereby
the mind will be more t'ully occupled.
And this alone should be rekson suf-
fdcient for its iotrodoction into onr
associations. To be educated is to
know bow to think, and the ygreatest
hinrirance to systemsitic and rofer
thooght is the practice of indulgin,
frivoious fapcy, castle building an
jdle dreamsa in sparemomeénts. The
human miud thrives only 0y proper
and judicions use.

There 8 a flre-fly 1n the southern clime
Which stvoeth only when upon the wing.
80 is it with the mind,

\When olnce we rest, we darken.

There I8 too much to be learaed, to
justify indolehee or thounghtlessuess;
and from the comnonestenjects olten-
tines the deepest lessous muay be
Jenrned. *We are told to be in league
with the stones of the fleld, and the
beasts of the earth are yet to be at

eace with os. |

'he fleld Learing scientific products
being 56 bonodless in fact, there is o
very greal necessity of a careful se-
lection of gnbjects for treatment in
the meetings of the associations.
Short lectures or essays can profitably
be prepared and delivered or read by
the members, on common, and there-
fore necegsarily interesting topics. In
giving such éxerciscs an attewpt
shontd be made to render the treat-
ment a8 intelligible as possible by the
aid of natural objects, pictures or
other illustrations, and for this pur-
posec the ordinary school text books to
which sccess is easy, can be turned to
zood service. I wounld respectfully
suggest a4 list of subjects, intormally
arrunged for such study; thongh with-
out 2oy recommendation thur they
shounld be copsidered in the ordar pre-
sented here. A wide range is given
from which selections can be made to
suit the special veeda of any assoclis-
tion.

I—NiTURAL OnfecTs, These may
be copsidered under the uatnral di-
vislons of

4 Man.

I Rocka—a, Common Rocks,
Solls.

2 Plants.—s. Roots, b. Flowers, c.
Leaves, d. liow plants grow,e.
How pleuts feed.

3 Animals.—a. Insects, b Reptlles,
c. Fishes, d. Birds, e, Mammals,

4. Man.—a. Bones.

b. Muscles and muscular exercise.

c. 8kin and the care of the same.

d. Nﬁfcsslty of cleanliness of the
skin

b.

e, Why and how we breathe.

{. Pure and impure alr.

g. How we feel.

. How we hear and see.

i. How we taste and smell.

j. Food, good and bad.

k. Effecia of alcohohc drioks on

the system. 3
1, Effects oi tobacco.
m. The bleod

n. The Word of Wisdom.
Il. NATURAL PHENOMENA
1. Of the Earth, including (1) Alr.

() Lapd. (3) Water.
2. Oy the Heavens.

1. Ofthe Earth, .
(1} Air.~a. Winde, b. Clouds, c.
Rain, Huil aod Spow, d. Thuouder

ln

and f..iEblnlna'.

(2) Land —a. Contortions of the
earth's crust, b. Mountain forma-
tlons, c. Velcanoes,

(S{V Water.—a. Rivers, b. Lakes, ¢.

aves and Carreota, a, Springs.
Of the Heavens.
a. Day and Night.
b. The Seasons.
¢. The Bun.
d. The Moon.
c. Eclipses.

Nothiog hss heen attempted in this

classitication further tban to survey

the field. As to details, it |8 under-
stood to be the fatention of the general

2.

1 RBocks, 2 Plants, 3 Amimals and?

anthorities of tbe Improvement Assa-
clations to furnish, through the col-
nmns ot the Contribulor, notes and
suggesiions as to the mode of study,
and references to works from which
the desired information can be ob-
talped. |

I venture to repeat the earnest sug-
eestion that whenever practicuble lec-
tares shounld be iljustrated, Herein
lles one great advantage of the stud{
of pature—the student learns to think
independently of books—bhe discovers
tuat books follow the kuoowledge of
man as 4 resolt. Let these studics,
tuo, be pursued by the ald of the lamp
of prayer and earnest endeavor. Let
us strive to become wise rather than
simply learned. Of science it is
strikingly true, that

Enowledge and wisdom, far from being

one,

Haove oftimes Do connection, Enowledge
dwells

In heads replete with thoughts of other

men,
Wisdom In minds attentive to®kheir own.

Enowtedge is a rude nnprofitable mass—
The gn:«_:;eI materials with which wisdom
uilds,—
Till smoothed, and squnared and fitled to jis
o

place

Doce bnt encunber whom it seems to en-
rig

Knowledgeis proud that he has learned so
much.

Wisdom is humble that it knows no more

In conclusjon, let it be .82id that

sclence i3 voudoubted'y entitled to a
pluce in the curritolom of Association
stadies; it should have its right,
but at the expense of pething
else that is goed. Among our young
pesple I consider sclentilic knowledge
as gecend 1p importance only to that
kuowledge that pertaing 1o the Church
and Kingdom of God ;snch information
is nf greatest worth to us, because ot
zreatest use. It is superior to sclence,
to art, to Jiterature. Nature as we
study it, is but the temple of the
Almighty—wonderful, imposing, awe-
inspiring struclure timugh it is, and
the duty of sclence is to conduct us
through the portala, and lead ue to the
altar where we will ackoowledge with
reverential rincerity “in Him we live
and move and have our being.’"
Toe services concluded with “Song
of the Redeemed’ by Stephens’ %puru
Company and bepedictior by Elder
Wm. P. Sargent, Superintendent of
Papguitch Stake.

Sunday, 10 a, .

Before the' opening of the services a
cobgregation had assembled, which
fllled the maln body of the bullding.
The Tabernacle choir sang:
Sweet is the work my God my king,
To praise thy name, give thunks und sing.
Prayer by Elder Wm. M. Palmer.
The Tabernacle choir sung:

I'll serve the Lord while I am young,

And in my early days,

Devole Lhe music of my tongne

To my Redecel’s praise.

SBUPRRINTENDENT E. 5I. ANDERSON.
of Webers Stake, addressed the con-

had designed, and His Prophet had

foreseen, a great and glorlons
Yatere for that people. Chosen
himself in weakness, 50 far as
this world’'s wisdom was con-

cerned, a8 a foundatien stone of the
wmighty structure which 18 destined to
tower heavenward, refiecling from fts

dors of eternity, be knew there m
come 3 time, unless God, who cannot
lie, bad awern falsely, when Zion,

NO LONGER TOF, F0OT,

but as the head, the glorious front
of the world's civllization, wonld
arise and shine ‘*'the Jjoy of
the whole earth'"—the seat of learn-
log, the source of wisdom, and the
centre of political power; when side
by side with puore Roligicn. would
flonrish Art and Scieoce, her falr
daughters; when maosie, | poetry,
palnting, Ecul})ture. oratory and the
drama, rays of light from the same
cgntrai sun, no longar refracted and
discolered by the many-hued prisms
of man'’s sensuulity, wounld throw their
white radiance foll and direct
upon the mirror-like plory of
her towers; whep the gclence of
earth and the wisdom of heavin would
walk hand in haod lnterpreting each®
other; when philesopby wonld drink
irom wells of living truth, no longer
drainizg_the deadly hemlock ¢f error,
to polisoutbe pure air with the; Husions
of so hist.ryi when. love apd unioun
1

would prevail; when war wou!d sitat
the feet of peace and learn wisdom
for a thousand years; when Zion's
sons and Zioa's daughters, 88 famed
for intelligence and culture as for pur-
ity, truth and heauty, ‘*polished after
the similitude of a pilace,"’ would eu-
tertain kingg and nobies, yes, sit upoa
thrones themselves, or go forth, ilke
shafte of light from the bow of the
Almighty, as messengers and embassa-
dors to the nations.

Joseph saw all this; he knew it was
inevituble; that such thinga were bat
the unatarnl fiowers and froifs of the
work which God had plapted. The
roots of the tree might nelishow it
80 well—thejr mission 5 to le
hidden in the earth, despised and
trampled on of men—but the branches
in a du{ to come, would proveit.
Joseph knew, uasgevery philosophér
mpost know, that pority is the patoral
patent of beanty; that troth 18 the
well-spring’of power, and righteouns-
ness the sun of supremacy. He koew
that his people must A)rcgr 3, that
their destiny demanded ib; toat

CULTURE IS THEE DUTY OF MAR,

intelligence is the élory of

Rough and rugged jhimself,

granite boulders of yonder
typical of the firm, uoo-
iieldlng basis of God's work, he
uew, and his bretbren arbynd him
kpew, thatlon the rowgh, strong stones
of which they were symboijjcal—the
massive foundations of the past—the
great Architect woald reur the super-
structure of the foture; that the yoath
of Israel, their offspring, wonld be in-
spired to boild upon the ioundations
of the fathers, and yet would differ

as
Ged.
a8 the
hills

gregation. There are many things
which ge can do, as Sajfats, which are
ropu*und mady others which are
mproper. This a
our amusements., pou one occaslon
the Prophet [sginh reproved the Jews
on account of their manner of fasting.
ife tuoght them how to fast, The
speaker read from Isufah lvili:
The blessings which were to follow
this kind of fastlpg were these;

Behold, *-n fagt for strife and debate, and
to smite with the tst of wickedness: ye
shull netfaslns ye do this day, to make
your volce to be henrd on high. -

1g it auch a fast that I bave chosen? a day
for a man to allict his soul? is ¥ to bLow
down his head as n ballrush, and to sprend
sackeloth and ashes under him? will thou
call this n fast, and an acceptable day to the

RD?
I: not this the fast that I have choeen? to

lles especially to |.

1nose the hancs of wiekedness, 1o nndo the
heavy hurdens, and to let the o[ipressed ffad
{reo, and that ye hroak every yoke?

Iz il nol to deal 1hy bread to ihe hungry,
and that thou bring the poor that are cast
vut to thy house? when thou scest tho
naked, that thou cover him; and that thou
nide ot thysolf from thine own llesh?

Then shall thy ight break forth asthe
morning, and thine heatth ehall spring forth
speedily: and thy mghteounsncess shall i‘o
before ihee; the glory of Lhe Lorp shall be
ﬂ.‘l)' rearward,

“Then shalt thon call and the LORD shall
unswer; Lthon shalt cry, and he shall say,
Here Iam. If thou take awny from the
midst of cheo the yoke. the putting forth of
Lthe Anger, and speaking vanity ;

And if thou draw oat thy sont to the
hungry, dod satiafy the afiected sonl; then
shafl thy Lght rise in thsc.urity, and thy
dnrkness be as the noons ng:

And Lhe LORD shall guide thee ¢ontinu-
ally, aund satlsfy thy soulwn drought, and
niike fiat thy bones: and thou shalt be like
B warered gnndor, amd Bbre- o uprlng of
waler, whose waters fail not.

The proper way to fast i to do it in
the spirit of fasting, and the proper
way for us to engage in amuscments,
is 10 do so tn the Spirit of God, a
rizht and proper spirit. The efficers
of associations must be guided by
those above them, and again in turn
should goide the members of the
gsociecles. [ havebeen asked,Is is wrong
re go bathing, Or to the cafions, on
Sunday? InturnI would ask, Can a
inan break a8 eommandment of God,
and yet do right! Thespeaker repeated
the second commandmeot aud safd it
was as applicable to the Latter-day
Saipnts as to the Jews in the days of
Isalah. L have also beew asked, Is it
right for us, a8 Latter-day Salots,
to go to the lake to bathe,
and to the  cafiona, at uly
time, mingling with the mixed saclety
fonnd in such places. In answer I
wonld say, thatlf you have been so
trained that yoo cap engage in these
leasures, i1 company with the aban-
oued and corrupt, theh it will not be
harmful to you to do so. Butif you are
not able 1o miogle with vice aud wick-
edouess without being In some degree
contaminated, itis betier for youa to
k:-eg separuate from them.

The speaker expressed the opinion
that the young people of the Latter-
Szints, as a Tuole, would be iujured
mortlly and spiritaally, by association

conld not miogle with such soclety
withont being' contaminated more or
lcss, and injured morslly und spiritu-
ally. ie thouoght it better for the
oung people of the Saints to lndulge
n their own amusements, scparate
from the mixed soclety which often
frecguents places resorted to fer amnse-
ment.

Prof. Joseph J.Daynes theu rendered
a solo on the organ, "The Pilerim's
Song of Hope,"' in a very artistic man-
ner.

HOME LITERATURE.

Bishop Q. F. Whitney theu delivered
the following lectnre:

8ok ye ont of the best hooks words of
wisdom ; seok loarning ever Ly stndy, and
also hy faith.””

The words I have quoted are the
words of the Prophet Joseph Smith;
or rather, theyare the words of the
Almighty threugh him to this people,
A people who are Eopularly suppesed
to ge encmies of eQucation, despisers
of learning, hatets of books and
schools and of everything, in fact, that
is pure, eunobling and reflned. A
greater mistake was never made, a
crueler wrong was never commmea. A
more heinous moral crlme wias never
perpetrated than when the “Mormon®

cople, the Chorch of Jesus Christ of
Ratter day Saints, were thus made
odions in the eyes of mankind.

For, if it be a crime to filch
from an individusel his good name,
that "“immediate jewel of the sonl)’
compared with which, as the poet

telis us, to steal ope’s purse is
to ‘‘steal trash,” what mnst it
be to rob a whole community

of reputation? A community too, with
such a mission as ours;

THE SPIRITUAL ENLIGHTENMENT OF
A WORLD,

the salvation of the
rice, the ecducation, for this e
and the life which i3 to come,
of all who can be persuaded to
enter the garden of God and partake,
freely, of the precigus fruita of tha
Tree of Knowledge,which, In the truest
sense, is also the Lree of Life. To rob
soch a feople of thelr good name,
thos limiting their useininess,and biu-
dering them from fnlfilling their great
migdion, which ig to draw ail men unto
Christ by mesns of knowledge, wis-
dom an learning revealed from
beaven and recorded in the best of
books, is Ipdeed 3 crime, not only
against the immediate victims of the
slander, but a crime sgainst God and

human

Lkumanity.
Buot it 18 not my present por-
pose to puorsue the subject to

which this trsiz of thought wonld

naturally lead. It safices me to
koow, and to testify, that tbis
people are the friends, not the

foes, of cduocation; that t.hefy are
seekers after wladom, lovers of light
and trutb, universal Truth, which, like
the waters of earth, or the sunbeams
of heaven, has but one Source, let its
earthly origin be woat it may,

"“T'rath is trath, wkore'er *tis found,
On Clrislian or on beathen ground.'

And worthy ot eur love and admira-
tion, whetber far or near, high or low,
whether blazing 88 a star io the bloe
vaalt of heaven, or springing likea
floweret from the soll.

*Seek ye out of the best books words
of wisdom; seck Icarning evcn by
stndy, and also by faith **

Whr did the Lord s0 inatruct His
Proptet? Wby did the Prophet so

with the vicipus aud wicked; that they |,

trom their fathers and mothers, as the
fouudatiops of a building must dif
fer from the walls and spires.

What shall I siay, my young
brethren and sisters, what can I
say to awaken in yvonr hearts, if per-
chance it sleeps, the desire to realize
this glorious anticlpation? Alas! what
can my poor pen indite, what can my
feeble tourue utter, to rouse within
yon this determivatlon? I can ouly
call upon God, in humility, to make
my words as sparks of tire, to fall npon
the tinder of yomr heartsard kindie
them into flame. That from thls hoor
vour souls may be lit up with the light
of your glorlous destiny, that yon may
live and labor lor God and Iis king-
dom, not simply for yourselves andthe
petisiable things of earth.

What else shall wake ns worthy of
such a future? What are we here for?
Why.did we come? Was it to waste

walls and «littering spires the splap-

Mormon, the hook of Doctrine
and Covepants, Choreh  works
and religions writivgs — thouogh

these indeed are ‘*toe best books,’
apd will ever be incladed in and lie at
the very busis of our literature. But it
also means history, poetry, phtlogophy,
art and sclence, langnages, goverument
--all truth in fact, wherever found
either locnl or genersl, and relating to
times past, preaent or to come.

Yes, the l’x‘hphet even meant revela-
tion,inspiration, immediate and direct;
for does he not’say, “'seek learning by
study, and also by {faith?’ Faltn
points to futurity, co things that will
be; study pertains more to the past, to
thipgs that have been. History is tem-

oral; prophecy is spiritual. he past
8 great, but the future will be greater..
The dead letter may he precious, but
the liviog oracle is beyoud all price.

It is from the warp and woof of all
learning, so far a3 we are able to mus-
ter it aud make it ours, that the fabric
of our literature muost be woven.
We, wust read, and think, and
feel, and pray, aod then briog forth
our thoughts, "and poligh and pteserve
them. This will make literatuore,

Ahove all things,

WE MUST BE ORIGINAL.

The WHoly Ghost is the
of  4‘Mormon"  literature.
Jupiter,” nor Mars, Mioerva
Mercury. No fabled gods and wod-
feases ; no Mount COlympus ; no
“'sisters unive,” no *‘‘blue-eyed maid
of heaven;” no invoking of mythical
muses that ‘*dld unever yet one mortal
sung iospire." No pouring of new
wine into old bottles. No patterning
alter the dead jormMis of antiquity. Our
literatore most live and preathe for
itself. Our mission )s diverse from all
others; our literatnre must also be.
The odes of Apnacreon, the satires of
Horace and Juavenal, the epice o
Homer, Virgil, Dante and Milton;
the soblime tregedies of Shake-
speare ; these are all excellent,
all well enoogh in- their way
bat we must not attempt to copy them,
They cannot be reproduced. We wmay.
read, we may gather sweets from all®
these flowers, but we must bnild our
own hive znd honercomb after God's
gnpreme design.
¢ will yet have

MILTONS AND SHAKKESPEARES OF OUR
QWN.

God’s ammunition -is not exhanated
Hils brightest spivits are held o
reserve for the latter times. In
God's name and bf His help we
will bnild up a literature whose
top shall teoch ' heaven, thongh
its foundations may pow be low
in eartb. Let the smile of derision
wreathe the tace of scorn; let the
frown of hatred darkeun the brow
of bigotry, Small thipgs are the seeda
of great things, and, (ike the acorn
that briongs forth the oak, or thesnow-
flzke that forms the avalanche, God's
kingdom will grow, and on wings of
Hght and power soar to the summit g1
its destiny.

Ler us onward, then, and npwerd,
keeping the zoal \n view; living not io
the dead past, nor for the dyinz pres-
ent. The fature is our fleld. Eternity
is before us.

New occasions teach new duties,
Time makes anclent good nneouth ;
They must upward 6titl snd onward,
Who would keep abrenst of Truth.
Lo! Lefore us pleam her camp-ires,
We. oursélves, must pdgrims ba;
Launch our Mayflower, and steer boldly
Thrpough the desperate winter sea,
Nor attempt the fature's portal
Wirhthe pust’s blood-rastad key.”

I d5 not mean to deprecizte,or speak
alightingly of the Jiterature of the past;
fuch of it, at least, a8 i3 worthy of
the name. Far be it from me to utter
one word that might reasonably be
so construed. [ wish I had power to
te]ll you what [ thiuk literature has
done for the hnman race; whut men
of letters have aceamplizshed in all
sges, from Moses to Herodetus, from

genios
Not
ner

our time in folly and dissipation, to
LAUGH AWAY QUR LIVES,

porsuing the phantow of plessure as
an idle boy might chase o bntter-fly
trom flower to flower? Wus it to bow
dowr to mammoa, to worship a golden
calf, or atain our sonls, and blur the
brightness of onr minds, with the vices
of the ungodly? Was this what onr
tathers and mothers foresaw? Was it
for this they sacrificed end suffered, to
briog us into existence, teactt us the
trutos of heaven, and place uson the
threshoid of the mipghtiest misslon ever
given to men in the flesh?

:The answer falls like a thunderbolt

from veaven: ‘I give not unto you to
live after the mapuer of the wprid.' It
cchoes down the corridors of years:
“If ye are Abraham's children, ye will
do the works of Abraham.’” It speaks
from earth, from alr, from the roarin
waters; it sounds from the deptihs o
the oracular Soul: Y& ARE N EXAM-
PLE TO THE WORLD; FOLLOW XOT AF-
TER THEM!
But what bas all this 10 do with )it
erature? you ssk. More, perhaps, than
i8 at first apparent. Itis by means of
literatuare that much of thls great work
will bave to be sccomplished; .

A LITKRATURE OF POWRR AND PORITY,

worthy eof such a work: And a
pare and powcrfol literztore can
only proceed from & pore and poyw-
erful people. Grapes are not.gath-
cred of thorns, nor tigs ol thistles.

I uin pot here, my friends; to tickle
your eurs with tlnkling phrases, to de-
liver a learned lecture on Greck and
Roman mythology; to quote Hebrew
and Latin, and stun you with sonnd,
and bewllder you with a pedantie dis-
play of erudition. No. Experience
3as tanght me that it is the heart, not
simply the head, we must appeal
to, ll; we wish to siir thesoul. The in
tellect may shine, but it is the bosom
that burns, and warms ioto life every
movement that I8 born to bless hu-
manity. I therefore speak to your
hearts, and I would rather say three
words by the power of the Holy Ghost
than lecture here for three hourd on
the fables of Greece and Rome,

Wake up! ye sous and danzhters of
God! Trim your lamps and go forth
to meet your destiny. A world awails
you; rich and poor, high and low,
learned and nnlearnrd. Al muost be
preached to; all mpst be sought after;
all mnet be left without excns2. An
whither we cannos go, we must send;
where we canpot sSpeak we must
write; and in order toe win men with
our writjiogs we must kpow how and
what to write. If the learoed will only
listen to thc learned, God will send
them learne¢d men, to meet them oo
their own ground, and shew them that
*Mormonism," the Gospel of Christ,
1s not ounly the Gospel of truth, dut the
Gospel of Intelligence and culture. The
Lord is not above dolng this. He is
mercifal to all men, not willing that
any should perish, or have 1t to say
they were unfairly deait with. For
over lfty years the Gospel has been
preached to the poor and lowly. It
will yet go to the high snd mighty,
even to kings and nobles, and pene-
trate aund climb to places hivherto
deemed innccessible. ]

Qur literature will help' to take it
there; for this, like ail else with which
we have to do, most be made subservi-
ent to the building np of Zion.

But remember this, ye writers and
orators of the fnture? [t is for

GOD’8 GLORY, NOT MAN'S.
Let not wanity aod pride possess

you. Without humiiity there iz
no power. You milst be in
earnest. You must feel what you

write, If you wishit to be felt by others.
II the words you speak are oot
as red-hot embers from the fiamiog
forge of 8 sincere and earnest soul,
they will never set op flre the
soula of yvour, hearers. The days of
buncombe and hombast are over.
(Qver? They never nad a beginoiug,
Nothing really is that 13 not tounded
on fact.

'"Seek ye ont oi the best books,
words of wisdom; seek learning, even
by study, and also by faith.”

The adyantages of learning over ig-
perance are 80 self-evident asto need
no dissertatlion. Kpoviledge is power,
jo this world or in any other. The
Prophet Joscph {s authority for the
saylbg that **a man is saved no faster
than he gets knowledge;’” that *'it is
impossible for & mae to be saved in
ignorance;* '‘for,” says he, “1f he
does not get koowledge, he will be
brought iato captivity by some evil

ower in the other world, as evy! spir-

18 will have more knowledge,and ton-
sequently more power, thap Inany
men who are on the earth.” The
Prophet a]5¥ says that whatever
princlgles of intelligence we atiaio
10 in this life, they will rise with uain
{be resurrection; and it ome Aoul by
its ditligence and faithinlpnesa acquires
more knowledge than another, it will
have jost so mueh advautage in tne
world to come.

How little then they know of ““Mor-
monism,” wao say and think it is op-
poged to education. **With all thy get-
tiog,get undersianding’is no lessa pert
of the *"Mormon’ creed that it is
ene of the pearls of the wisdom ofi
Solomon.

'Seek learnin
also by faith.”

The formatios of

A-HOME LITERATURE

18  directly fn  the Iltne
spirit of this lojooction.

atpre means learning, and
from the "“best books" we
told to seck It.  This

ggeven by stody, and

Liter-
it

teach his people? It was beravse God

and

is
are
does Dot
merely mean the Bible, the Book of

error I8 past, and above the eastern
hili-tops, even now, are hreaking the
golder splendors of the dawn.

The Tabermsele choir sang au an-
them:

8ing Lo the Lord n joyful strain.

Bencdiction by Elder M. W. John-
BOA.

On Sunday afteruoon it became nec-
endiury to open the Tabernacle gaileries
in order that the vast concourse of
people might be accommodated.

Tue Tabernaclechoir sang:

hEarth s the place where Ohrist will relgn
With a1l His Saints & thousand years,

Prayer by Superintendent Jossph H.
Feit, of Salt Lake Stake.
The choir sang:

Agnin we meet around the poard,
Of Jesur, our redeewing lord,

Che Priesthood of the Fonrth Ward
ofticlated {n the administration of the
sacrament,

Elder George C. Lambert, gencral
secretary of the Y.M.-M.I. A, then
}n-eaeu_t,ed the general oflicers, and the
ollowing were unanimensly sustained
in the ?ositmns named :

President Wilford Woodruff, Gen-
era]l Superintendent.

Apostles Joseph F. Smith and Moses
Thatcher, counselors.

Elders Junios F. Wells, Miltoun H.
ﬂare‘;r, Rodney C. Budge: and Joseph
A. est, assistapis to the General
Snperintcudency.
klder George (0, Lambert, Secretary,

Elder Wllliam S. Barton, Treasurer.

Eidar Ben. K. Rich read the fol-
lowing:
EPISTLE ©OF THE GENERAL AUP-
ERINTENDENCY,

To the Officers and Members of the
Young Men's Mutual Improvement
Assoctations throughout Zion:

DEAR BRETHREN. — Once more,
turough the biessings of the Lord, we
are permitted to address you in writ-
ing; aud, in dolng so, we rejoice great-
v in the blessings of life and iiberty
wlth which you are so abundantly sur
rounded on this auspiclous occasion.
An agpmpnnte time has been chosca
on which to hold your first Genera
Anoual Conference, for it is eminently
befltting that the yonnz men ef
Israel should thos bouor the -
lustrious statesmsu, colghizer and
Prophet Brigham Yououg, by hold-
ing their confercnce meetings on a
day o near the anniversary of his
birth. He was imspired tu oreanize
the Mntual Improvement Associations
thronghout Ziou. With delizht you
can revere his memory ; for distrast of
the younz men of [8rael uever marred
bis great mind. Inthem he Lisd un-
bounded coufidence, and for them un-
limited love. The Almigbty endowed
bin with the faculty of readiog men
niore accurately aud more thoroughly
than most people read books. %[‘he
study of human hearts and the ubaly-
sis of hutnan minds enabled him to
dlg’ingnisly between the good and the
bad. By the insplration of the Holy
Spirit frands stoed rebaked, while the
sincere rejojced tn his presence, and
were comiorted by bis love. Noting
the yearly harvest of death, und com-
prebending as iew wmen comprehend
tbe mugnitude of the Erent work in
which we are engaged, he iullf jensed
the responsibility that must vitimateiy
rest mpon you in besring to a victori-
ous consummation the Church aund
kingzdom of God.

The manper in which you have re-
sponded to his confidesce and esteem
has produced the hloom })recedmg
the growth aod ripening of glerious
fruit. Foellowing in his counseis you
will not disappolut his anticipations,
for you are building upon a fonnda-
tion 1':etiog upon eternal princlples.
Continue faithiui to the coveunaunts
made with the Lord and each other;
give your hearts to God, and Hstenjug
curs to ke counsels of His Ioly

Hercdotus t0  Shakespeare, from
Bhakespeare to Goethe and ('Jarlyle-,
men who have poured the rich treas-
ures of inapired thougbt and intel-
Jiment research into the lap of
humanity, giving birth te civiliza*ion
and fllllog exrth with fame and glory. 1
would also epesk oi the press, that
modern glant, that great engine of
ower, scatteriong [ar and wide the em-
ers of iotelligence, kindling on
ten thousand times ten thonsand
hearth-stones the flres of toought
avd noble aspiratien; the news-
paper, that daly bistory of the
world, champion of truth and de-
fender of the oppressed. How mighty
its mission, how far-reaching its infln-

ence, how iovincikle its power! Oh,
that it should ever be prostitoted,
dragged in the mira, depraded to

ignoble ends! Butalas! it otten i8 80.
Thereiore, choose betweer the false
and true, between the unreal and the
ennine. ** Seek ye out of the best

oks"—the best newspa pere—*words
of wisdom.” Write for the papers,
write for the magazines—especially
our home publications--subscribe for
them and read them.

MAKE BOOKE YOURSELVES,

thut shall not only be a credii to
yoo, and to the land and people
that “produced you, but likewise a
boon and benetaction to meukind.

It is impossible to compute ip
flrores, or express io words, the bles-
sing that books and book-makers have
been to humanity. Let me gunote from
one whose masterly attempt s perhapa
hali-waysoccessful. Says Cariyle:

“In hooks lies the sonl! of the whole
past time; the articulate, andible voice
of the past,when the body and materi
substance ot it has altogether vanishe
like a dream. Migbty flsets and armies,
burbors sud arsenals, vast cities, higb=
domed, Mmany-cengined—Yiey are pre-
clous,great : bnt what do they Decome?
Apamemuon, the many ARAMmMEennons,
Pericteses and thelr Greece; all i8 gone
now Lo some ruined fragmenis, dumb,
monruful wrocks and blocks; but the
books of Greece! There Greece, to
every thipker,still very literally lives,”

sWith the art of writing, of which
printing is a simyple, an inevitable and
comparatively insigntcant corollary,
the true reign of miracles for mankind
commeunced.” i

“The writer of a book,is nothea
preacher, preaching not to this parish
or that, ou tbis day or thet, but o wll
men, in ali thnes and places?”

"ﬁc with his copy-rtfhts and eopy -
wrongs, in bkis squalid parret, in his
rosty coat; ruling (for this is what Le
does) from his grave, after death,
whole nations or geueratious who
would, or wounld not, give him bread
while Jiving,—is a rather curious spec-
tacle! Few shapes of bheroism can be
molXe unex pected.?’

“Men of lettars, are a perpetual
prlesthood, from a§e to age, teacning
all men that a God is still preseatin
their life. * Ia the trna litersry
man there is thus ever, acknowlaedged
or not by the world, a sacredness; he
is the iight of the world; the world's
priest; guiding it like o sacred pillar
of fire, in its dark Pilgrimagc tarough
the waste of time.'

Let us now, for £ moment, in the
Ifgbt of this noble interpretation, con-
template the work of a book, 2 book
with which we are all more are less
familiar.

Neariy four hundred years havd
passed away sipce Celumbus discov-
ered America. Me found hgre, what?
Forests and -Iudians, and iroplcal
fruits; little else. But they who
came after i found more. Peeping
from the crost ot the earth, north and
south, ezst and west, were the relics
of acivilization that had put to shame
the glory of Egypt in ker palmiest
days. Natioos had risen tind falieu on
! tifs fair Imud, before whose fame and
| power the streegth of Rome, the

weallh of Asia, would have paled as
stars before the san. Whence came
they? What were their names? Why
had thev iallea? None koew, Toe zad
sea waves, and the sighing winds an-
swered not, but coulinued to chapt iu
‘mournful aombers thelr splemn re-
quiem for the dead. The patives gould
net tell, except In tales und traditions
as vague aud shadowy us the iegends
of the Druids, or the ranic fablea
of tte Notsemen. Who, then,
wotld answer? Oune day a litt]e
boy weut iuto the woods and prayed,
God noswered bim apd gave him more
tben he asked, A book came forth by
the power ol God; uburied record,
hidden in a hill. It told the story of
the past, it prophesied of the future,
and from tbat hour, Jogeph Smith, the
despised **Mormon' Prophet, became

THE REAL DISCOVERER OF AMERIQA.

My brothers and sisters—feilow la-

| borers in tbe vineyard of our Lord—
let me bogpe If [ have sald. anythimg, it
is pomething thot will stimulate and

| en :on.raige you to press onward in the
work of God. Follow not after the
world. Avold the snares of Satan.
Be true to yourselves und loyal to your
mission. Ye ure the "“nope of [srael.”
"t he heavens are watching you, and the
¢ earth {8 waiting for vou.
wpwakeawake! Pot on thy strength,
(O Zion! Pnt on tby beautiful gar-
ments’—the garments of wisdom and
learning, that 1t may no longer be sald
of thee, with even a semblance
of truth, or a shadow of reason, that
thou art not what we say thou urt, and
all that the Lord-thy Gorl has 8aid then
shalt be, Arise, shine, for thy light
will come, and the giory of the Lord
will rise upon- thee! '‘And the Gen-

-

to the brightness of thy rising.

star of truth has ricen; the Sun of

Priesthood, und when the storms beat
upon you aod the house you are buiid-
iag, nelther shall fall.

As your friends und brethren, we most
earnestly beseech ¥ou to avold the
snares of worldly ambition. Enter
not the gates of pride, within which
selfishness weavea nets to biad the
soul. Write upon them the words in-
scribed over Dante’s Inferno—**Aban-
don hope all,who enter here.’”” Thirst
for the honors and praises of meu and
unduoe love for the things of this world
ure dangerons reefs upon which man
iinye wrecked their Hopes of et¢rna
life., Prde, wearing the garb of hn-
mility, often prays devoutly, preaches
eloguentty; but dwellers in fieaven are
as litile childreu, of whom the youth
uf Ziod shonld be asan advaneed class
—beantifol type of saictly humility
aod unsusplclons innocence.

Haughty pride, insolent assump-
tion and over-reaching ambltion
come of wnim who wrooght re-
belifon in heaveu, sowed strife on
esarth, and trailed the serpent through
human hearts. Mockiog infidelity,
athelstlc boasts and sneering skep-
ticism are productis of o power thal
relgns in heil, hecanse it weuld not
serve in heaven. Light and life, peace
and purity, humility and homage, zood-
ness and grace, come of God. Misery
and mourning, pride and presumption,
durkness and death, come of Satan.
Between them, youog men ot Zion, you
have chosen well. Henceforth serve
Him who made you, and heaven's light
shall guide your fvet in the path of
&nrlty. leading to the gate of perfec—

on.

From mouptaln heights pause ye
now, and gaze upon the world’s mag-
niflcence, pride and pemp; then trace
the gleams of light along the way in
which faithfnl Elders, prayerfully and
carnestly, tollow -the lowly Nazarene
to realms of heavenly plory., Note
carefnlly the faith by which they cn-
dure earthly tribulations, in order to
zaln heavenly crowus. .'Patiently and
faitbfully do they bear their message
amid the scorh of mocking mobs. Qver
lands and over scas they carry the
Gospel, seeking not to save their iives
lest they lose them. Taking no heed
of the morro~, they travel without
purse or scrip, trusting in God, and
receiving, 88 did their Master,lhe gon-
tempt oi the world. What shall be
their reward? Peace herc‘ exaitation
hereafter! Ministers of Christ here,
ruliug princes and reizning kings here-
afier! Lives eternal shall be their re-
ward; for thuos do they come to kuow
&oad the Father and Jesus whom He
hath sent,

In the midst of trials and tribuola-
tions, while deathless woe oppresses
the Iesars, wotbers mway forget their
aursing babed, but He who notes the
sparrow’s fail,will not forget his cov-
enant children, though ia influite wis-
dom, a3 a tesi of faith, Hc permits
pride to mock and insolence to deride,
while persecution grinds aud kills;
but death and the grave will be con-
quered when the Kingol Glory wins
the nitimate victory at the very gates
of bell, Down into its els did He
descend,.thence led capti¥ity captive,
gnd gave gifts to men.

Alene, while treading the wine-press
of the wrath of devils aud men, galned
He the keys of death, hell and the
grave. They were forged in the cruci-
ble of intense hate, not in the lap of
luxarious esnse. lngratitude heaped
opon Him the sins of the world, aad
heavy-eyed watchmen slept wWhile He
praved and sweat great goutsof blood.
Malice spat in Hjs face, Jealousy in
mockery crowned Himn with thorns;
Envy mantied Hho with o cast-
of robe; Cruelty najled Him to
the cross, then cried: *‘Come down,
gave thyself.” Son of God, Priace of
Power, Cpmmander of heavenly
legions thongh He was, the anguish of
sccumulated woes, cansed Him, as
death's azony bathed hie brew, to ex
claim: “*My God, my God, Why hast
thou forsaken me?"

Ye sons of Zion, think of this, and
bear patiently the mocklug scora of
nobelief, Tannting skepticiam may
deride your fatth while sneeringly
laughing st your confidence in God.
But remember toat the power to brave
humiiation, is the test of humility.
YThere must needs be offenses, but
woe unto them by whom they come!™
The exiled and {mptisoned may bear
coutempt; and while carthly powers

hold bigh caraival apd mock at
sgcred things, the promises of
God may scem to  fail; but

ou who are wise will know that
{he metheds of Suatan have never
changed. Pride, baughtiness, rebellion,
oppression, decelt, rule and roin have
ever been characteristic of the fallen
son of the moroing. (Ou the noaptatn
top he offered _t,he Chrlst of God the
gingdoms of thia world as the price of
fajne worship. Treachery lurked decp
when he sought t0 kill by tempting the
%Ofd i e hlulmeu ttllown from the

emple pihnacle; then snegringl
naked that brend be made o!e&sboge!s?
to eatisfy hunger gnawing at fawishing
vitala. A8 then, so now—Who llves
godly in Cbrist Jesus shall suffer
persccution. 'Tis the heritage of
Bainta, As they hated the Muster, 8o
will they hate His servants. Bz pot
surprised, thercfore, If fora time, hu-
milafion, contempt and scora he your
part; for even while the hand of God
traced on the palace wall the doom of
the mocking king,the proud in drunken
revel” deflied the sacredcops of tne
| Temple; but bow guickly followed the
falll! Boasting Assynan hosts, declar-
ing there was no God, reveled in sight
of the walls of Jerusalem; but the

tlles ghali cowe to thy lleht, and kings | angel of death passed over 800 Wrapt
The | them in dreamless sleep, that koew no

mortal wakening.

Righteousneas will ceme;,the night of | " Prodt by these lessons of sacred his-

tm;{- trust the Lord, and place honor
and troth above the price of gold, and
earthly tribulations shall polish jeweis
that God wiil get in frames of endless
joy. Permit not the illusive interaats
of this brief life to shut out the hopes
ol that to come, ner quench the hight
that shoald cheer even in affiiction.
Narrow not the sonrces of comfort and
happiness by seifishly debasing godlike
powers. Do not hunger after perish-
able riches, but help the peedy, thus
keeplug open the {ountain of mercy,
love and charity. Shun, we beseech
You, as you would the de«dly upus, the
vulgarily of unseemly siruggles for
place and power.

When Eli permitted biz sons to as-
soclate with harlota outside the Tem-
pla, while they lived on the fruits of
the people’s labor, the Lord spoke
through the boy Samune] and foretold
what shonld result. A few of our
youth have followed the example of
Eli's gons. Their course Las been
dowaward, and they have trodden the
path lecding to destruction. Among
all your acqusintances think of one
wao, having deserted and turned awsy
from the Lord, has gained thereby
peace, happiness or greatness. Have
they not, without exception, bcen as
the moth that falls oto the burninz
blaze? Have ‘not those seeking the
“liberty’* of saloons, wambling dens
#nd the companionship of the nuclean
had thelr wings clipped in the flames
of aquenchiless tire?

A8 you valoe hiappioesd, peace and
joy, a8 you hope for sulvation and ex-
altation, go not near the haunts of
vice. They allore only to destroy.
Sound carefaily the causes leading to
infidetity and doubt, note the actions
of Yhose who sior the things of God,
aud yon will flud that vice has stained
uie bady and blotted the soul. The
Holy Spiritof God dwells uot in un-
clean tabernacles; and he  who sins
and repents not, donbts, and he who
doubts is damued, Couversely, to him
that believeth (the things of God) all
things, whether in heaven, earth or
hell, will be made possible. Go not,
thierefore, into the wliderness of sin to
lean upon broken reeds,but held fast to
the “rod of iron” leadfng to the fruits
of eternal life. Whtle earaestly seeking
for knowledge to be foumnd ix good
bsoks, bear in miod the jact that the
Holy (thoat is the safest and most pro-
ivand instructor. He will bring to
your minds things past and present,
and show you thiogs to come. Seek
toeretore his constaut feliowship, and
bis teachings snall make ‘you wise,
ghod and great, and floally lead you
back into the presence of yoar Heav-
enly Father,

With all the accumulated wisdom,
ktnowledee and noderstanding of tie
world, whatjcdld thej)eople know of
the Jaws of God until Joseph, the bay
prophet, came? Inthe midst of the

unmitigzated, merciless tgrant. No
wonder that such ense  1g-
‘norance ghould produce the soil
of skepticifm, out of which fhas

fmm of modern civilization and en-
ightenment the Bible was as a sezlad
beck. The harmonies of the universe
seemed confusion, while professed

he bhas -walked in the right
ath, be ean loek to His Eternal
ather, and receive the ligbt.

The cbannel of commanication with
heaven is open. These assoclations
are in the fleld a8 alds to the Priest-
hood. The: associations shounld be
miniature schools of the Prophets. As
President Woodruff has said, every
goung man in Zion should be & mem-
er

There was almost a mania amoug
the young people of a certain Stake
fur pleasur: seeking on the Sabbath
day. The volee of the Priesthood wus
raised agaiust this wrong. The quag
men had been called on, ap

the
result of the comblned effort
as that the evil was checked.
In the days of Joshog, his
hands wure keld up, aud the victory
was given to Israel. If toduy the

%ﬂnng men bear up the hands of the
ricathood by striving for good, the
victory wili be given. Let us go
forib tomorrow, determibed to work
out the problem of lite in the path ef
eternal success.

ELDER JUNIUS F. WELLS

then took up the subject, **A Course of
Readinz.  The transcript of his re-
:nr:’rks was not ready for publication
oday.

The saered song, **God-in mercy hear -
our prayer,” was rendered by Bister
Juila Silverwood.

AFPOSTLE JOHN HENRY SMITH.

A Jewisn sage of old once remarked
that the gaah of duty io this world was
the road to salvation in the next.
During the thoe that we have been
togetter in this Conference tnany sub-
Jects have been touched npou by those
who have deilvered lectures, both
written and oral, and from the minds
of those who have spoken uato us have
come gems of worth.

Au  all-absorbing question to us
should be, can w¢ perform our part
and well and faithfully discharge the
duties assigned uato us? Qne of the
telllng remarks of the pasy, made by
an impure yet gifted English admiral,
a8 he stood in front of the enemy
was, ‘“England expects this day tha

every man will do bhis duty.”
The sawe remark mlght " be
made today to us by those

who have sought to*counsel ng amid
scenes of trial and difficuity. We have
been tanght the principles that pertaln
to life. We have begn schooled, to
some extent, in every branch that is
designed to make man noble and ad-
vapce him ip the gcale of his being
From the Hps of our brethrem have
iallen burning words of truth, urging
ns to press forward in the discharge of
the datles and responsibllities that
pertgia to ug 48 yoang men in the com-
munity iu which we reside. They have
held up before ns a mirror in which we
can see ourseives as we are} hatve pre-
sented nnto as a likeness of what we
may be by the application of onr minda
in the proper]dircction, and in an effort

ministers tanght the doom of everlast-
ing damuvation alike for igaoraut
henthensand innocent children, neither
ol whom had heard of Christ. Heolding
taeir dnpes over the flames of an
iwaxinailve hell, they proclalned the
bideous doctrine of non-redemption
beyond the gruve. Whlle leading red-
kanded murder, all ¢dripping 1o the
bloord of innocence, to the hangman’s
scaffold and there promising them, as
thcst'ldled.airee &38 into the bosom
of the stainiess Christ, they preached
tas consigntaent oi nnbaptized infants
forever to tha regions of the damned!
Blind leaders of the bling, how
could t.he({ know God and His ways?
How could they measure His infloite
love? An earthly father, doing with
bls chbildren whdat they claimed God
cally did with his, wounld have been
regarded even in the dark ages 35 an

grown infidel iconoclast, whoee in-
telligent shrewdness plays upon the
derkuess of such unholy doctrines as
electricity playa upomthe blackness of
night. Under their teachings the lov-
ing busband and confidlng wife parted
iorever at the grave! How awial the
tnought indicated in the mocking mar-
rmgf ceremony proclaiming uzion only
*ualil death do you part.,” Were that
all, then indeed would this world and
its brief joys be buva delusion aud a
spare! Butitis not all, In heaven
there sre fathers and mothers and
children;husbands and wives eternally
bonod together in the bands of love,
cemented by holy sacred eovenants
made on earth.

What a flood of light, what a heaven
of joy, came irem God through His
uncultnred boy Prophet! Untll he
came, this worid scemed as a bluck
wilderness of woe, beyoad which no
heaventy light appeared. As the sun
lights from the cast to the west, 5o the
reveiatous of Almighty God nave pen-
otrated our heartgand given us com-
prebension of earthly and heavenly
things. This, ora future generation,
wil! produce historiars whose delight
It shall be to trace the effects among
God’s children of the marvelonselight
brought in the world in our day
throueh the imstrumentality of the
great modern revelator. It was indeed
a1 startling declaration to the world
when he fearlessly proclaimed that
i3od aBatn had spoken from the heay-
ens! Ignorance stood amazed, while
scofling aypocrisy raged; but the work
of hmpun redemption goes bravely on,
while the meek und pootr and honaest
rejoice.

pon yon,dear young brethren,much
defcnds. U'pon vour shoalders .the
Alml%ht.y i8 rollitg responsibllities the
magnitnde of which has uever beca
exceeded in any age. The kingdom of
God revealed oy Joseph will be given
to no other people. It will oever tall.
Be ye therefore to its interest and ad-
vancement taithful and troe. Its gov-
ernment is of heaven, and under it hu-
man liberty and the rights ot man shall
bluossom and bloom into perfect fruit,
for the Gospel of Christis a perfeck
1aw of liberty. Why shouold auy dread
its sway? Christ is the Eing, and has
not He earued the right to the do-
minlon and rule of His own? His
kingdom is not antecratic, netther
wholly theocratis. It is indeed theo-
democratic—the voice of God and the
eanction of the people. Its laws rec-
ognize everywbere the doctrive of
common consent. The Almighty in
the beginning guve to man the right to
exercige his own agency. He will
aever deprive him of that privilege,
for by uo other means can be ever de-
velop the godbead within him. Those
alone who sell their bodies and barter
their sonls to Satan will be in danger
of binding themseives with chains too
strong to be broken by man’s love of
freedom or by God's decree of humun
liberty.

He who fought the Chriat of God in
heaven snd was cast down to hell
still forges ehains with which to bind
the souls of men. From the beglnnin
Lucifer was an ambitious tyrant ang
accnser of his brethrea “Heavebly
*hosts wept when they saw the misery
aod woe he would work for the in-
Banitants of earth. But the flpal great
struggle is fust approaching. Let ns
fecar not the result, jor Christ and His
people shall conguer here, a3 He and
they coogquered there. Pending the
great ipal day of the Lord Almishty
let It be yonr duty, Fouog men o
Isracl, to fast and pray, 8o that “‘your
bowels muy be full of charlivr towards
all men, and to the household of faith,
that virtue may caroish thy thoughts
nuceasingly, then shall thy confldence
wax strong in the Fresence ol God
andthe doctriucs of the Pricsthood
shall distil n'Bon tl:hly soul as the dews
of heaven. The Holy Gbost shall he
thy counstant compauion, and thy
sccptire apn unchanging sceptre of
righteounsncss aud truth, and thy
dominipn shall be an everlasting
dominlon, and without compulsory
means it shall flow unto thee, for cver
and ever.’?

WILFORD \WOODRUFF,

JoseEpd F. Sautn,

Mosgs TIIATCMER,
General Sapelivtendency.

A qnartette, "*Lord, remember me,’’
was snpg by Sisters Lizzle Thomas.
and Emily 8. Grow, and] Eiders W,
H. Foster and Moroni J. Thomais.

ELDER JOHN NICHOLSON

Delivered a lectare on *“I'be Study of
the Doetrines of the Chureh.” It was
delivered extemporaveonsly and a
transcript of the phanographer’s notes
could oot be obtained in time for pub-
lication today.

The choir sang the anthem:

Great and glorious is thy name, O Lord.

Renediction by Supetiutendent Adel-
bert Cazier, of Juab Stake,
_ 8
The Tabernacie choir sang:

Come nll ye sons of Zion,
And let us praise the Lord.
Prayer by Supt. Charles Euglaud, of
Oneida Stake.
The cholr sang:
With all my pawers of heart and tongne,
I'll praige my Maker in my song.

SUPrT. GEO, H. BRIMIALL,

of Utah Stake, was the firat speaker.
He said that ﬂmt hotr of & nation was
moest daugerons wheun it sought to
withdraw 1tself from its parent gov-
eroment; 8o it was with humuan belngs,
There are bonrs in the exlstence of
meu when frieunds forsake them. A
young mao may be deprived of the

p. Dt

tomark ouv for ourselves a course
that will be worthy snd acceptable and
plessing to onr Father in heaven.

It is vot my purpose t0 detain you
many mingtes. Ag we cast our eye
back overtle aistory of the past and
read from the experience oi the noble
one's who bave flgured in the world’s
bistory, and have trodden dark and
troubicsome puths, we learn the les-
son that they made themselves suc-
cessful through much applicatfon. We
have bright prospecits before us
compared with the prospects that
presented themselves to many who
strugeled In ages past and zone. God
has given us & knowledge olf the truth.
We have been born heirs to the Priest-
bood, vutitled to enjoy the rights and
privi{eges that pertain to the dispensa=-
tion of the folnces of times. The mis-
efon hag been assigned to usin this
dgy and time ol calling the weorld to
repentance. She bas turned from the
paths of truth; she has brokem the
everlasting covenant; she-has forgot-
ten the laws aud ordinances of the
Gospel, and God in our time hus
announced that upoo our shoulders
rests the werk of calling the human

Plamily Lo repentance, te fiee from the

wrath to come. Duringthe past two
duys, those who have ministered to us
have endeavored to make us realize the
responsibifity that rests upom oaor
shoulders, We must practice the prin-
ciples of righteousveas, Outslde of
this is darkness, nuhappiness, misery
ond woe; but when we are walkers
within the line of the duties that have
been marked out for us there isjoy,
peace and satisfuction to ourselves, to
our God, and to Him who was chosen
a8 the Redeemer of the world.

May we learn to perform well all oor
dutizs; to act well tha part that has
been assigned moto us; w-renltzethe
duties that (Fod has Tmposed upon as
in the holy Priesthood; and though we
may have to make sacrifices in accom-
plishing onr mission, yet muy we be
true and falth{ul sud be able te say as
the Savior said, ''Father, thy will be
done, not mine.' N

ELDER R. €C. BADGER

said: I desire to add my testimopy to
that of my brethren. I know thet God
las revealed the plan of salvatien
through Joseph Smith, the Proplet.
The powers of evil are arrayed against
ns, bot we will have strength to over-
come if we are hongst and cnergetic.
This conference is an advance over
what wa have had lo the past. The
testimonies we have neard are is force
upon.as, and God will hold us ac-
eoun.tnbie for onr future conduct in
the lighy of the instructions we have
recelved. May we ever be found dili-
gentinonr missicn, be troe to oor
covenants and stand troe to the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ. May our example
show that we believe what we pro-
fess, and that we are willing to muke
any 8scrifice for the truth. It is a
little thing to lay down our lives in
delense of God’s work, 'when We have
1 knowledge that we will g in salva-
tion lu the presconce of God. May we
lrit;cﬁi\re that priccless boon—et.grnal

G.

By unanimous vete the course Of
reading suggested by Elder Junlos F. |
Weils, was adopted for the wuidance
of the Associations. This course
comprises a werk on Taeology, Dow
being written by Elder B. H. Roberts;
1 book oun Nataral Sclence, by Prof.
James E. Talmage; on history, Dic-
kens' Histo of England; on hiog-
ruphy, The Lifeot Nephi, by Presideat
Geo. (). Cunnon; snd on _ General Lit-
erature,selections frowm the writings of
Washiogton [rvine.

Elder J. F. Wells then returged
thanks to all who had taken part in the
musical exercises of the Conference,
and to al! who had in any way aided In
making the Conference a snccess.

By unanimous vote of the congregd-
tlon, Elder Evan Stepbens was gus-
‘tnined gs Musical Director for the
Mutual Improvement Associstions,
with nstractions to prepare and sub-
mit to the General Snperintendency a
programme of musical éxcrcises for the

nidance of the Associations in this

ine of study. .

The chotr sang “We usil thee, lovely
Deseret,” and benediction was pro-
nounced by President Angns M. Can-
nou, the Conference being adjourned
to ibe first week in June, 15%9.

e E————

The Burlinglon Hawkeye is decldedly
in favor of brick paviug, as the (ollPW-
ing would seem to ipdicate: ''We
were surprised while passing along
mnddy Main Strect to see a clond of
dust oo Jefferaon Street. The phen-
omenon was soon explsined. While
the macadamized Rirc.ts were soakiog
in mud and meisture the brick paving
at the intersection of Main and Jeffer -
soh had drled off,its hard, smooth
surirce haviny drained the water off 43
fast a3 the rain fell. The brick paving
was dry and dnsty yesterday, while on
every hand the mucadamized streets
were wet, muddy and nasty. But after
the macadam once dries op it will beas
the brick all hellow in supplying dust
cyclones aud sand spouts, The brick
puving is by far the best for either wet
or dry weather,

A man with a pair of patent thills is
acaring people holl to death in Grand
Rapids, Michigan. The thills are cal-
colated to be used in driviug ranaway
horses, as they are made (0 becomse
detached from the carriage when the
runaway is in its giddiest perio%f nl-
lowlng the vehicle to stop and the
horse to roa along alone if he wants md
The wretched exhibltor 18 accompanie
by & %oman and a horse, and whenevttzr
he strikes a town she drives thud alnt;
wal upon the principal street and 1ets
him run away. And how he does
rup! The woman meapwhile waves
her hands and screams, aod Nrril‘is
like she~was azbont te g0 into:a. i
while the spectators crowd the _sh ree_
and stand irozen with IlDrOl'L“ an
presto, change! The horse ecomeg
detached, gallops another block an
stops, sod the beggy gu'etly slows “l’d-
the woman jumps ont sud Iaughs, an
the advertisement i8 compiete.

Anxiety fn Epgiand in relation to
Russiag ﬁigvemetfw is increasizg. The
completion of the agw railroad from
St. Petershurg to Samarcand (8 rfd
garded as ominous, A8 & spur i:ou11
easily he coustrucbed to Ilem':‘ wl&i‘ﬁ
hus been called the gate to India. g
recent conflict between the British a"?j
Thibetans 1s also viewed as 4 signiti-
csnt pointer, indicating that Ruossinn
agencies are at work inCiting n-belllm'n
awony oriental subjects of Vietorla's
cwplre,

guidunce of father end mother, but it




