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REMORTED BY JOHN IRVINE,

I siaLl endeavor to occupy a few
| moments of time, and perhaps I
{ 1Inay continue my remarks until it is
time to close the meeting. T wish I
enjoyed better health; I should then
feel more like speaking. But as it
in, I feel willing to exert myself as
tar a8 possible, and also to bring my
mind to bear upon the great subject
of salvation, and the principles that
pertain to eternal life and happiness
in the world to come. [t is diffieult,
~omelimes, for & person who does
not feel well in body, to concentrate
| is mind upon those subjects which
will be edifying and instructive to
thie people.

It gives me great joy and pleasure,
at all times, when I have the oppor-
! tunity of expressing myself in regard

to the great and important work,

which our Father In heaven has
een proper Lo commence in our day.

We have been made partakers, in o

measure, of the Spirit of the living

Giod, pertaining to this last dispensa-
tion. This spirit, when received,
and when we give it our attention,
and bring our minds to bear upon
the object of its operations, is calcu-
lated to inetruct and impart much
"information and knowledge to both
male and female who are in the poa-
session of it.  The Spirit of God is a
spirit of revelation. It always was
a spirit that revealed something to
the human family, when mankind
were in possession of it.  There have
heen, however, many ages since Lhe
commeneement of the world, when
the children of men have so far
wandered from the Almlighty, so far
| departed from his ordinances and
precepts, that the spirit of revelation
has not had plage within them. The
world may be considered in 8 woeful
state of darkness and unbelief, when-
ever this great and glorious gift is
‘ withdrawn from the children of
men; for without this gift, without
this spirit, without revelation from
the Most High, it is utter]y impossi-
ble for the human family to be saved
' in the celestial kingdom of our Fa-
ther and God. Perhaps some may
think that this is a very broad state-
ment. They will refer back to the
last sixteen or seventeen centuries,
| and will say, that our fathers have
| ot enjoyed the spirit of revelation,
[ during that time, gand if your state-
[ ment, Mr. Pratt, be true, our fathers
are not saved in the celestial king-
| dom of God. I do not say that our
fathers will all be sent to an endless
hell: T have made no such assertion.

i1 do not say that they will receive|pP

{ no happiness, no glory, no reward in
| the world to come; 1113\'6 made no
{ such assertion; but upderstand my
l assertion, that if the workd have not

been in vhe possession of divine rev-
elation directly to themselves, dur-
: ing this foug period- of time, then
| there have none of them been saved
[in the celestial kingdom of our Fa-

ther and God. Now I hope that you
{ have understood me. "Therelis quite
| a difference between bping saved in
| some kingdom, where there is some
| zlory, some happiness, and being

<aved in the kingdom where our

Father resides. There is only one
| way to obtain this kingdom-—the

 Kingdom that is represented, in its
tzlory, by one of the most brilliant
| luminaries that shings I yonder
heavens, namely, the sun. We are
told by our Savior that those who
| obey his commmandments shall shine
forth ns the sun in the kingdom of
our PFather. The Apostle Paul.in-

forms us that there are in the eternal

| worlds many different kinds of glory.
{ In the 15th chapter of his first epis-
e to the Corinthians, he says, that
[ ““there i= one glory of the sun, and
another glory of the moon, and an-
other glory of the stars; for one star
differeth from another star in glory,
S0 also is the resurrection of the
| dead.” They do not all rise to the
| «ame glory, nor Lo the same happi-
ness, nor to the same fulness, nor to
the same kingdony; but they arise
from their graves, and come forth—
those who are counted worthy of
any kind of glory—to receive that
which they ure worthy ef, all that
they have lived for, and mnothing
more.

Our Father who dwells jno yonder
heavens, and his Son Jesus Christ,
inbabit the highest degree of glory
in eternity. They are of
all the fulness of glory. They have
a fulness of happiness, a fulness of
power, a fulpess of intelligence,
light and truth, and they bear rule
over all other kingdoms pf inferior
zlory, of inferior happiness, and of
inferior power, Their glory is like
that of the sun, or at least, the sun
being the most conspicuaus body
twith which we are immediately a -
| quainted, in regard to its glory, it is
‘rvl’t*rrml to a8 being typical of the
highest degree of glory in the heav-
ens. The gospel js intended to exalt
the chiklren of men W that same
degree of glory, where our Father
and where his Son resides. Hence
it Is sajd by our Savior, just as he
| was taking leave of his tles in
ancient times, “Let not your heart
be troubled: ye believe in God, be-
lieve also in wme. In my Father's
house are many maosions: if It were
uot su, [ wonld have told you. 1 go
to prepare 8 place for you. And if I
go and prepare a place for you, I will
come o and receive you dnto
myself; that where 1 am, there ye
may be also,” There is a mansion
where he dwells. Where this man-
sion s Jocated in the midst of the
vast smrroundiag Space,
Lbeen revealed to us. It may have
been revealed In former ages of the
world, “bt to us, as Latter-day
Saints, we have no revelation con-
cerning its loeation. But there is a

location, where these two
pemnaéel dwell. Tthasa m
Just as much as our earth hasa lo-

eation in theé  solar system. But
when | speak of our Father and our
God being located iy

jsioh; or ¢alestinl wpr

' ndetstood

to that location. Do not misappre-
hend the subject. He is not con-
fined to that particular locali

has not/

the midst univ .v'l?; . I
mq_ lﬁtnpu- -

How great this time may be 18 not
rvv!lgl; but ’have an idea that it
is much swifter than any velocity
with which we are familiar; I mean
the velocity with which our Father
and can comvey himself from
the celestia! abode w he dwells
to some other kingdom. I believe it
to be much swifter than that of the
common which shines from
the heavenly bodles of our system,
or from the distant bodies of the
stellar system. Now, light travels
with immense velocity — 185,000
miles in one beat of the pulse, or in
about one second of time. We might
tuppose that that is about as swift as
any being would want to be wafted.
But suppose that our Father, in the
heavenly world where he dwells
should feel disposed to visit one of
the vast dominions of his great cre-
tn as far distant as the nearest
fixed star. If be could go no faster
than light is transmitted through
space, it would take him three and
a half years ty perform the journey.
And to go to ore that was situated
some ten or fifteen times further off,
it would take, of course, tem or fif-
teen times longer. And to go to
some which are as far from him
as the disumg creatiops that are just
visible through our moset powerful
telescopes, It would take him six
hundred thousand years to perform
the journey, ided his velocity
was only equal to that of light. I
draw the conclusion, therefore, that
God is nat confiped tg the va'ocity
of light, or to any other velocity
with which we are acquainted—that
he can go with Iimmense velocity,
perhaps thousands and hundreds of
thousands of times swifter than that
of light, if he feels disposed so to do.
It is put of the questicn for us to
surmsa that God not teavel in
going from creation (o creation. That
he could be momentarily and in-
stantaneously in two creations at
the same time is somothlnfg that 1
never could comprehend, although
it is believed in fvsome of the re-
ligious professors of the present day.
They believe that God, in his per-
son, can be in infinite s all at the
same moment. That is not our doe-
trine, { is not my deéctrine, at
least. & may be,Whis wer, hy
his intelligence, by his spirit, in in-
finite space, working throughout all
the vast dominions of space, accord-
ing to laws he has ordained and in-
stituted,

Ravlnf sald so much, in to
the locality of our Heavenly Father
and of the celestial beings who dwell
in the same abode, or the same
mansion where he resides, let me
now say a few words more in regard
to his presence being everywhere, 1
cannot, for a moment sup and I
do mnot believe that in:zllgeut
being who aaeralsu his intell ce,

pendently [of (the traditions of
the children , mwn suppose,
that a person cam everywhere
resent at the sahma instant. ““But,"”
inquires one,“when a geood man d
es out of this body of flesh nﬁ
nes, it is said that he is in the pre-
rence of God. Does this mean that
he has aptyally m from his tabers
necle, perhaps millions and millions
and unnumbered millions of miles,
to the abode or mansion whepre Jesus
is, because he is in the presence of
(iod?”” No; I do not look at it in this
way, [ look at it in this light: if this
world in which we dwell had the
vail withdrawn from off its face, and
the vail taken away from our faces, I
consider that we would see the Lord,
however [far distamt be might Le;
hence we would be In his presence;

and on the other hand, who
dwell in his abode, however distant,

can see us; for thepe is no vail over
his face, no wall gver the celestial
abode of our Father and God, and
there being no vall over him, nor
over thg that dwell In his
abode, they can bebold the most

distant creatlonsi which they have
]

made. Now, this Is my view. I do

not say this is the view of the

Latter-day Saints, but my own in-
dividual views, in

to these
matters, If then we out of
these bodies of ours, and the wvail is
taken away, we are in his nee,
just as muoh as we would be if we
were wafted to the mansion where
he dwells: I have ne doubt, but
what we will be wafted (if we are
worthy) to ihat magsion, in due
time; but I , that we are in the
presence of God, while our spirits are
yet here upon theearth; beeause the
vall is removed and our eyes can
pierce eternity, andeternal things.
Now, we have some examples of
this, Latter-day Baints: and I some-
times wonder, when we have such
plain examples as are fo be had in
this book which I hold in my hand,
{;Jl‘he Pearl ofth(}mt Pprll.ce) some-
mes wonder that shoudd
so limited in thuir’im and in ﬁgﬁ'.
views, coneerming the fyture stateof
man (I mean the glorifled man), as
to suppose that he will be confined
in his vigidn to some loular lo-
cality, and that he will be something
similar to what we are here in this
mortal life. Now, even mortal men,
before they obtained im

o4 thia v o€ wesiag
0

things that wero Satdrly prinl
o ncqun?ndlgd “with ‘this m&

Pearl of Great Price) has not read,
with great and deep interest, the

inde

words of that t mam,

fore hex-mtdom‘ﬁlEEEtm
redepm Ispael Q
among the readers of the Latier-day
Saints who cannet comip

some _

that

was_yet here in a
He went up Into
to the Lord. The

The glory of God re
and great t
made manifest to him.
pu::le of receiving IHB.“ e
yet a mortal being. Bat t

per to g ! _

be- | God?

thing that will not admit the natural

light to be transmitted through its
substanece. But still, we have the
faculties within us; we have the
power; there is merely an obstacle,
or obstruction, in the way; and
when this obstruction is removed it
shows the .godm:e powers that are
planted within the .tabemacles of
men, b{ which they can behold and
pieres those portions of creation that
are not discermible by the natural
man. This Meses obtained, during
the few momentis that he was thus
en in vision. He obtained
more information in these few mo-
ments than could be imparted in ail
the universities; and colleges that
ever existed, sinee the creation of

the warld to the t day. We
may study the pdervus volumes
that are publish by the learned,

and it takes a Jong time to grasp the
information that some very learned
men have received. But oh, how
different is thg method of recelving
pevalation, when it coimnes from the
Most High! In a moment, as it
W those faculties of ours that
have been lying dormant.ever since
we were born into this wopld—thesc
faculties wlhich are enshrouded with
the darkyess of a fallen creation—
those facultics, when unce llumi-
nated, when ouce touched by the
finger of the Almighty, ean pierce
the creations of the Almighly, so
far as he parmits us to bahall.

Thess things encourage me. [ am
in bhapes, when [ get to the other
gide of the vail, that it will not be
so difioult for me to understand the
different laws of sclence, and the
different laws and branches of edu-
cation, that are taught in this little
cregtion of ours, -1 am in hopes that
when my aplrit shall lgunch fopth
out uf Lthis moptal {gbeenacie, ani
go iulu the elernal workd, that 1
shall not, at that time, require T.ord

’s great six feot telescuje; [ am
in hopes that I shall not need any
of the telescopes, or other inn'ru
ments invented in the nineteenth
century; but [ am In hopes there
will be a telescope gepnod for me,
I.?r which I can see the vast creations
of the Almighty, and comprehend,
in a shart rx of time, mopre than
what could be unfolded to the chil-
dren of mortality in a thousand
years.

I mention this in order to bring
before the Latter-day Saints a prin-
ciple which, T think, we should all
more or less reflect upon. How en-
couraging it is to think we are not
always going to be bound down to
this' slow process of gaining know-
ledé: and information, and wisdom,
pe 1nlng to the works of the Al
mighty! How glorious it Is, also, tn
reflect upon the celestial hast, who
dwell in the fulness of celestial glory,
where there 18 po vail, and where
they have thelr Lodles] for some of
them have been raised from the
grave to immortality, and are clothed
upon with all the falness of the at-
tributes of the Father. 1 say, how

lorious it is to reflect apon the

eights aud depths and lengths and
breadths of know that will then
be unfolded ta the children of men!
These things, as I said before, inspire
my heart with ay. I do not confine
my hopes to the volumes of works
on science, with which [ may come
in contact here in this world; 1 do
not confine my hopes to the slow
process of advancing in knowl
and intelligence that the children of
this world have; but [ look forward
to that higher school—that great
university which will scope in bound-
less and eternal space, that will scope

in the most_distant creations that

we can imagine in the vast figld of

eternity, in which we will be ablg to
comprehiend those laws hy which
tho wvarious creations are governed;
not unpderstand them a3 we npow
comprghend some few laws, but un-
den&.nd them in all their perfection

and fulness, being like unte our Fa-

ther and God, made like unto him,
fashioned like unto hisglorious body,
and become findeed sons of God.
8hall I go still further and say Gods?
Are we njat the cl;i]drmj af qur Fa-
ther? Will not the ¢hildpen ascend
to the same height, to the same
glory, to the same celestial world,
and to the same fulness of the at-
tributes of their Father? Are not
on:u(gloi‘lidrtzn, take the‘t‘:: ut?,body.
u co H -

ections and ambugm oﬁheﬁ-"ﬁ-
thers, who came on the earth before
g:;n‘.’hllt seemauto be a general law
children' wi wu d -

sess all of the ‘r:dlon!: ao‘} tg:ir
parents, provid that they take the

necessary and are favored with
long life, mvo the natural in-
tel ﬁm that is common to man.
If, , this seems to be a natural
law in not only to man, but
also to all animated ereation—that
the children come ypand the
perfections of th before
them—may we not reason, by analo-
gy, that our Father who t us—
our Father who dwells in yonder
celestial world, intends to e us
one with him, that we #hall receive

| the same failness with him, that we

'shall partake of light, and tyuth,
and knawledge, and sdv. frem
grace to grace, as the revelations in
the Book of Covehants state, until
we shall receive a fulness of all
trath? Then wili'not this make us,
mn ome sense of the word, sons of
Will it not make us (Gods also

according to the word of God? “ Rut, »
inguires one, f‘how can two .
{possesy the same attributes without
quarrelling with each other?” That.
ds not the order of heaven, That is
mot 1 hw that God has or-
%ﬂbﬂd_ uld be guarrels
'with that ‘have the sdme de-

; But the law s

‘had the song aund daughters of God

.have, and possessing the power,they

are the Fm and choice, and exalt-
ed blessings in stcre for all who will
k the commandwmenls of our
Ea and God. Amen,

D
| LEVER PILLS

Ewasu of gaining information would 1,
very rapid, would be immense in |
its growth, and that we should have
the faculties within us developed to
the highest degree. But now, let
us for a few moments, look into this
high state of perfection. When our
faculties are thus developed, and
when we have all the wisdom that I
have been speaking of, that dwells
in the bosem of celestial beings, in
the eternal worlds, what will wedo
with this wisdom? Will we fold u

our arms, and remain throughout all
the future ages of eternity, In per-
fect inditTerence and laziness, with-
out anything to accomplish or per-
form? No; we will have works as-
signed to us to perform in the eter-
nal worlds, that will be proportionate
to all the fulnees of that glory and
knowledge which we are endowed
with, Did the sons of God in ancient
thmes, come forth and assist in the
formation of this little creation of |
ours? Did they all chout for joy |
when the materiuls were brought |
together, and when the foundations ‘

of the earth were laid? Did they all
feel happy -and =ing a song of rejoie-
ing, and with great joy: did they
lwk upon the works which !
they were performing’ Yos. Jesus |
was there—the First Born of this
great family of our Father in Hea-
ven. He had the superintendence
of thin creation e hadthe power, ’
because the power dwell within
him, to build this earths of ours, Lhe

same as you give to vour superin- | |

tendent power, to build your tem-
les, about which Brother Rich has '
n speaking. It is said that the|
worlds were made througl) wur Loid |
Jesus (‘Lirist, Byt da You suppose |
that he alons made them? No; hel

with him. Andthere were propliets
in those days, before our carth was
made. They shouted for joy when
they saw the nucleus of this crea-
tion formed. Why? De-o they
rould look into the future, and Ly
the spirit of prophecy, behoid the
designs and pur of the greal
Jehovah in regard to the creation
which they were then in the act of
forming. Did they not understand
that they would have the privilege
of eoming forth and jeopling this
earth? Yes., Did they not under-
stand that they were to through
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a probation on this earth, the same |
as we are now passing tflr' gh, in |
order to ‘prepare them for a still
higher exaltation and glory, with |
immortal bodies of flesh and bones?
Yes; they understood these things,
hence their joy, when they saw the
creation being formed for them. 1
mention thig, in oprder te show tothe
Latter-daySaints that the great work
that will entrusted to those who
are prepared, will be proportionate
to the wisdom, intelligeiice and un-
derstanding that will be imparted to
those who enter into the fulness of
the glory of the celestial kingdona.
They will not remain in idleness to
all eternity. They will have a war k
to form. They will forin worlds
under the direction,no doubt,of those

that may be appointed to superin-
tend works of such vast magnitude,
Furthermore, wheu they have

formed these worlds, ithey will set
them In motion in the midst of uni-
versal gpace, in some location,where
they can continue their mission, and |
where all necessary things shall I;eI
fuifilled and aceomplished during!
the days of the probation of these |
various creations. There will le|
laws given to govern these new cre- |
ations, the same as there are laws |
given to govern the creations with |

which we are surrounded. The in-

habitants upon these creations will |
be v isited from time to|time by |
those that bave taken part in ihe
great warl of their formation. The
inhabitants thereof will bhwe dealt
with according to lJaw. They will be

intelligent beings. They will have
their agency, and they will puss
through their probation the same a«
the people are now passing througl

their probations here in  this
world, Evorythiug will be accom- |

Fllshed according to lJaws that shall |
e 0 ned when these creationsare
made. Will tMy visit these crea.
tions? Yes; for they will have the
same power of locomotion, the same

wer {o pass through s (almost
ft(: the twinkling of 3ﬁ'-e,j that
our Father has,—that his Son Jesus
Christ has,—that all celestial beings

who are exalted in his presence

will visit from creation to creation;
they will impart knowledge and un-
derstanding to their children in these
creations. They will visit them
with the Jight of their countenances,
and the children of these creations
will be made glad in their hour, in
their ti and in thelr seasons by
the ht and countenances of the
celes beings who, from time to
time, organjzed them. These are
the high destinies that await the
Latfer-day Sajnts, if they are faith-
ful. These are the high destinies
into which many of the former day
Saints have already entered. These
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