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THE DESERIT NEWS.

¢THE MORMON QUESTION.”

The following =article is from the
London Telegraph:

Mormon polygamy having suc-
cessfully resisted the arm of the
lsw, 18 now to P& dealt with by the
eteruer process of military sappre:-
sion., Atany rate it is announced
that the Governor of Utah has re.
ported to bis government the fail-
vare aof the legislulive enactments
that were recently directod againat

the systein of *plural wives*” which
finds favor in the Mormon Territory,
rud gives it as his opinion thst the
- Federal troope shoula now ba called
to the ald of the civil anthority. I
this advice were to be followed, the
world’s atiention would very shore
Iy be turned towards the Far West,
and to ons of thejmost interesting
sfrugglea between conscience sand
force that history his ever recorded,
The United Htates of course can
aow bring to bear upon the people
of Utah the same degree of violewes
that the British Government in

India found itseif compelled
to resots tw for the extine
yfon  of the crime of infanti-

cide, The Mormons, however, could
not be expecied to submit to the
terrorism of a miliisry police and a
modifed form of martial law with
the eame resignation to *fate,” ia
combination with snperior strength,
thet cheracterised the c¢ollapse of
the child-killing clans of Rajpootana
when Bir William Mui* get In mo-
ticn sgainst them the machinery
at the command of an indignant
civilization. Tha infanticidal Hin~
dooz had not only ouirsged ther gov-
ernment and the sentiments of hu-
manity all the world over, but they
were acfusally proceribed among their
own kith and kin. The tribes that
aid rot kill their daughters had no
gympathy with those that did, and
even guiltless sub-gections of a clan
gave evidence an  asgistance for the
conviction of the guiliy members of
thelr own fbrotherhood,” In Utah
thie will not be the case, for the
Federal authority will find itself
confronted by a unanimity of resis.
tance that will render the applica-
tion of force even more baffilng andg
more delicate than theapplication of
legal formes. That this reajstance
wul be passive, there i» every rea-
som to hope. The character of the
present head of 'the Church” ia in
1lself & gasrantes that violence will
not be met with violence, while the
common sense of the peopie of the
territory will suffice to assure them
of the better chances of mltimate
auceess from purely Constitutional
regiatance, and of the madness of an
appeal ,to arms. For though the
Mormon community feels juat as
fanatically in the matter of polyga-
my as ever did any religious reot
under persecition, and are certainly
not of a sort to submit to military
extremitles without acting in. self-
defence, the spirit of the Balnts to-
day s not militant. They are too
certain of the Millennium being al-
ready on the road to think it worth
while to provake a war of extermin-
ation. Martyrdom is too long a
price to pay for the championahip of
their principles when the complete
trlumph of their creed is to be so
soon declared to the world from the
stately temples which the Baints
have bulit among the Rocky Moan-
taine.

That any civillzed country which
has fally recognized the soeial righte
and position of woman could ever
sympathize with polygamy is, of
conrse, out of the gquestion. Itis
nnfortuanate for the United States,
however, that they should have eet
themselves to redress an evil by
means which their own leadlpg
lawyera have declared fo be uncon-
stitutional and tyrannical, and that,
when those means failed to obtain
the result aimed at, they eshonld
seem to be on the verge of taking
the 1ast and most characteristic step
of baftled power, and call in the
army to effeot that whion the law
could not accomplish, Of course it
ia more than probable that Congress
will not coneent io the lssue of the
neoessary orders, for notonly are the
elements of that body now more
fully equalized jthan when the firat
coercive measures sgainet the Mor-
mone were enacted but it is notorf-
ous throughout the States that,
owing to a veriety of reasons, the
American people have within the
1ast two Yesrs grown far more Just
and unprejadiced on the Mormon
quesfion than they were before,
For a very long series of years the
enemies of Mormonism—not mers-
Iy the opponents of Mormon poly-
gamy, who are of couree the most
intelligent and honorable adversar-

‘1e8 of the Baluts, but the foes of
Morracn prosperity and co-cperation

who are “carpst-baggera”and *wild
out Bpecalatora™ of  all kinds—have
aseiduously plied the American pub-
He with versioma of the stute of af-
fairs in Utah which were drawn en-
tirely from fancy. Hearing nothing
from the other side, the American
public naturally accepted these very
sjona a9 being correct, and the Mor-
mons, because they practized the
odlous c¢ustom of *plurality of
wives'™ as they call it,were et down
a8 g0 degraded a communily as to
be = blot even upon a country con-
taining puch fesrfal types of con-
temporary society as Nevada Ari-
zona, shd New Mexico. A law. cal-
Jed *the Edmunds Bill” was accord-
ingly paseed, whieh purished, retto-
apectively, by disfranchirement and
other penalties,all who held opinicns
favorable to puiygamy; and a com-
missjon was sent across the conti-
nentio Utah to find ocut all the
polygamists, and proceed sgalnast
them secording to the provisions of
the bill. Thees Commisaioners did
"their business with no unnecessary
gentleness, and some 15,000 Mor-
mons, men and women, were de-
clared unable to vote and deprived
of the rights of cltizenehip. At the
same time these officiala gave to the
world thelr opinion that ths Mor-
mons wete not af all what théy had
expected to find them; that they
appeared to be in all respeots, excspt
as regards this fanatical devotion to
what they considered a divine in-
junetien; excellent citizens, Bimul:
taneously with this revelation, the
leading democratic Journal of the
Btates commenced a long series of
letters describing Utah and its peo-
{nle, giving, provably for the first
ime, sn unprejudiced sccount of
the eorprising communify, and
denouncing the Edmunds Bill and
its subzegnent Commisgion as a Re-
publican job got up for the advant-
age of certain partieans, and alio-
gethér unworthy of the spirlt of
freedom and penernus toleration of
which America boasted, All thie
tended to persuosde the public that
perkaps they had heard too much of
one side only, and the result was
that Congress, when the Mormon
gquestion again eame up, exhibited a
marked departure from its previoua
sentiments of unmitigated hostility,
For this the Mormone duly offered
op thelr pious thanks in thelr taber-
naclee; and they began to think
that the gust of popular ll-will had
wown over. INow, nowever, 1t ap-
pears that Governor Murray, who is
a brave eoldler and a deservediy
popular man, but a very indifferent
official, has advised that the garri-
aon of Fort Douglas, which, with Its
guns turned apon the Mormon Tab-
ernacle, dominates Balt Laske
City, should be employed for a
fresh crusade against the too
lnxurious Bainte; and, if by any
freak of Congressjonal temper, Presi.
dent Arthar should eree At toact
upon Governor Murray’s advice, the
ground is all prepared for one of the
most interesting conflicta of modern
times. Settled among the deeerts
which their own astonishing iIndus-
try has converted into gardens, and
shut out by the great walls of moun-
tain ranges from all their neigh-
bors, the dormon peopile have de-
veloped & sepirit of independence
which has latent in it a}l the quaki-
tiea that n mischievousleader would
require to kindle m disastrows con.
flagration. As a military position
they held ground that would re-
qQuire a very costly force of all Arms,
and co-operating from at least two
eides, to msake permmnent occapa-
tion possible; while if matters came
to a head and guerilia warfare were
the order of the day, the BState:
would find themseives engaged in a
war of no trifling dimenmons. For
the Mormons are almost to 8 man of
hardy habits, admirable horeemen
and meuntaineers ol the true type.
The alternative of another exodus,
however, Is mlways open to the
Baints; and, though probably they
would fight rather then avandon
their hardly-won homesteads, it s
quite poseaible that they might, like
the Boers, *‘trek’ once more beyond
the reach of American laws—Mexi-
¢o, for Instance, is mosi anxious to
recelve them-—and allow their bean-
titul territory of orchard and garden
to relapse into the desert savagery
of similar “Gentile’’ experimew ts in
adjoining Btales. A year or two
wounld suffice to reduce Utah to its
original wretchednesa of alkali and
sage-brush, and no one bat the Mor-
mons conld ever ba found to devote
to thess pterile expanses the indus-
try and capital which they have
lavished upon their Land of Prom-
ise,
There {5, however, a far more en-
couraging view to take of the strain.

ed position, for, s we hiave pald, the
Mormons do not want to fight, and

| Mormon polygatmy, and will not

the Government are.not likely to
compsl them either to hopeless
eonflict or calamitous flight. Presi-
dent Arthor will probably not
act opon the wdvice which the
¥ Mormon -eaters ” of the Wess
offer him, and Uteh will pro-
ceed on its way. It is already under
the ban of clivil disabilitler, and the
Baints are a ;proseribed people, dis-
franchiceu, and therefore lower than
the Jowest of  American citizens,
Thinking men will see for them-
selves that such a posaition Js in
iteelf quite eufficient to xeduce in
tizoe even the fanatj irlt of

rachly give their sappurt to mea.
sitres which ean only result in the
de:truction of a colony or the ruin
of a Territory Whioh, but for cne
obligaity in the prevalent cread,
would be admitted to-morrow s all
the dignities of a Blate, and beas
pride to the Unlon. There areother
and much better means st the com-
mand of Ameriea for thensmethering
of polygamy than the cbamsy vic-
lence of eoldiery, foritis n lous
that the younger generation of Uteh
is growing intolerant f the old big-
otry, and that *‘plarality” in wives
iz distinetly in distavor ameng the
majority. In a very few yearz the
last of the old pioneers—the men
who wade so much history in their

day—will be gone to folm
their murdered  prophet  in
another world, and, relfsved

from the influence of their precence,
thelr succvessors will show them-
selves more in sympathy with the
sentiments of their times and polyg-
‘amy will become extinet. It has
been aaid that expensive millinery
45 the most formidsble adversary
that polygamy has yet encounfered,
and that nothing deters a husband
from taking a second wife so sorely
as the forekmowledge of another
dressmsaker’s biill, President Ar-
thuy, therefore, would do well to
shelve Governor Murray’s advice as
to the soldiers altogether, and to
import into Utah instead, for the
extirpation of polygamy, the army
of French milliners whom the BSal-
tan of Forkey has just banished
from Constantinople. The Turk,
#ith his extensive hooeeholde, has
found robes de Paris more than he
or his purse could bear, and it ie
quite within the posaibilities that)
the Morimon might make the ssme
experience. The former had the
chowe between giving up his wives
and making them give gp fashlona-
ble dressing, and, witk characteris-
tic self-denisl, chose the latter; bt
the Mormons would have no such
option, sud polygamy, therefore,
wounld have to go before the milii-
ner,
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AMERICAN.

GALvEsTON, Texas, 15. — New
Bconr Lake speclal! Twelve tramps
were noticed zsbout ths depot last
night. The agent, suspecting they
intended to rob the coming train,
wired the eruperintendent, who or-
dered a poese of twenty men aboard
ut Liberty. As the traln pulled in
to Posur Lake, the tramps rnshed
for the exprees car, but were halted:
by a acore of W’lnchestera. The
passengers, especialiy the ladies
were almost panic pt¥icken. Valu-
ables wera hurriedly escreted or
thrown away. Thegang, however,
were unarmed, and asserted they
only wlshed to steal a ride.

Belvidere, N.J., 15.— Petier S8mith,
horse thief, who fasted 36 days, es-
caped from jeil to-night,

Cleveland, 15—A Massilion,Ohio,
special to the Leader explaine the
report of the murder of a family
near Canal Dover thume: “George
Bhaw was takep violently inzahe
yesterday, and when arrested by
the constabie said he had killed his
wife snd childeen, Hisclothing be-
ing profusely stlbed with kuoud,
lent credit to the atory. Investiga-
tion proved that the famlly was un-
ipjored.”

Han Franclaco, 15.—The facts of s
singulsr selsure have just Been made
public. Commander Ruseell under
ordera of the Navy Depariment
eeized the monitor Monadacck, be-
ing constructed at Vallsjo; and re-
moved it to the mavy yard, The
Navy Department made their ocon-
tracis for ithe construetion of the
veasel with Phineas Burjess of New
York, cagh for eepsrate work, The
firat contract, $410,000, was for its
completion snd eguipment for one
year's &ea  aervice. BSecretary
Thompson annulled this, ns it was
not renewed by his successors, Up-

der the gecond contract, Burgess

»

holde approved c¢laims agaiust _the
Government for $212,000. His re-
presentatives Were holding the ship
against these claims, snd aleo with
the expectation that they would be
allowed to flle a final] account. When
the veasel was seized and carried oft,
no reasona were assigned.

Denver, 15.—One of the most
bratal robheries that eger occurred
in Colorado waa enacted In Peters-
burg Grove, seveu miles from *this
city, last night, At that place re-
gidea an old bachelor,P. Olsen, who
usually keptsmall enms of money hid
about his premises. Lasst night
four disgoised men went to his
houte and knocked as customary in
the country, The farmer asked the
visitors to come In. As soon as
they were inride they seized QOleen,

then demanded where his money
was, He replied he had none, Af-
ter thoroughliy pearching the houee
to no purpoce, Olsen stiil refused to
tell woere hizs money was hid, the
robbera got willow ewitches, and
whipped his bare feet and legs until
thay wers covered with blood, Ol-
eon still resisting, they built s large
fire In the back yard, carried Olson
Poaty and proceeded to execute their
threat to roast him alive. They
placed his feet in the fire and lite-
rally roasted them, Even this ter-
rible treatment world not open his
mouth. The old man was then
compelled o walk back to the
house, where & scuffie ensued, dur-
ing which the :stove overturned,
disclosing a money box containing
4600, which the robbers took and de-
camped, No elme. Olson will pro-
bably recover,

The trial of Martin and Coffia,

charged with complicity in the
Grend Lake asaassination, last July,
was called at Golden this morning.
The prosecution moved to dismiss
the case on'the grommd of insuffic-
ient evidence to conviet the prison.
era were discharged,
2 Port Rowan, Ont., 15.—A vessel
sttuck Long Point beach, rix milea
from here, at noon to-day, in a
heavy enow atorm. A lifeboat has
gone to the rescue,

New Orleanz, 16.—A Times-Demn-
ocrat apecial reports that a fire at
Rusk, Tex., destroyed all the build-
ing on the West slde of the public
equare, Loss, $40,000, insurance,
$20,000.

Chicago, 15.—A firebroke out this
afterncon in the heavy hardware,
carriage and wagon stock warencure
of 8. D. Kimbark & Co., Nos. §2 and
&4 Michigan Avenue, adfoining the
Ilinois Central Raillroad general
office. The third and fourth stories
containing all the lighter partion of
the stock, were destroyed. Goods in
the basement, belonging to Reid,
Murdock & Fischer, wholesale gro-
cers, were dameged to an unknown
extent by water, The Illinois Cen-
tral offices were saved by a fire wall.
L0808 on stook, $200,000, on buflding,
$25,000. Insurance on stock, $235,-
-040; on bullding, $45,000,

A fire occnrred at midnlght in the
upper "floor of Mandel Brothers’
store, one of the largest retall dry
goods stores in the city. Loss on
atock, chiefly by water, $25,000; on
buildings $5,000. Both were fully
insured.

Goodrich, Ont., 15. — Another
heavy gale to-night on Lake Huron.
It 13 feared the result will be disas-
trons to ehipping.

Montreal, 15.— Another of the

Richelisi Company’s steamers, the
Abyasinign, Is suuk. Bbe i3 valged
st $40,000,

New Orleans, 15.—A Ficayune
Natchez apecinf saye; Lehman &
Rothechild’s mammoth atore at
Blackhawk Landing, Concordia,
Parish, 1s borned, with contenta,

Bangor, Me., 15.—Flrst reports of
the damages by the gale ga.e but a
glight.idea of the hsvoe wrought,
Many,localitles are yet unheard from,
but enough is known to demynetrate
that the calamity was of great mag-
nitude,

The greatest damage appears to
have been caused within a belt some
milesa wide, crossing Piecatagua
county and northern Penabscot into
Aroostook. The same belt probably
cromsed Bomerzet county, At Shir-
ley the storm was very severe, It
foliowed down the Piscataugua Val-
ley and croszed the Gulf ana Croen,
Longa and Indlan townshipe to the
lower Iakes, and thence to a point
near Patten. There are great streich-
‘es of conntry where the forests are
levelled to the ground, and millions
wpon millions of feet of valuable tina-
ber destroyed. Whole townships in
some instances are said to be nearly
flat. Losses are certainly several
hundred thousand dollare. A well-
Enown lumiberman eébtimates the
total damage throughout the Biate
a$ a round million,

threw him an the foor, held him, | in

(

Kipgston, Ont., 15. — T0
Thompson, which left Charlys
Y., for Kingestou with the
Senglor and Milwaukece, conl
in tow, arrived to-day, w:
former only, The Milwauk: i
ped her tow-line when abs
the main docks, and bas no
seen egince, It 18 believed e
gone down, with all on boar'
in nnmber,,

Haiffax, N, 8., 16.—An ex;
that oconrred In one of the bu
of the gas company cuueed
damege; no person injured.

T¥mes Boston: The cyclon
ford and Franklin Couonties, [
caused a Joss aggregating $15

Bismarek, Dak., 15.—The
eter 30 degrees below zero;
wind blowing at 8 o’clock th 4

2.
B3t. Pauol, 15.—Advices fis
parte in the Northwest tc
show the thermometer rangin
15 to 40 degreea below zero
strong wind blowing, Nosn
tralpne are deiayed on accoun
wind, Navigation has peen
cally suapended here for
daya. The river closed to.nig

WINNIPEG, Man,, 16.—The
ciation formed here to take s
redressing the grievances e
by Manitoba st the hands of
minion,at its last meeting,inai
a committee which met thise
with olosed doors. It is unda
it made progress and adjonr
Saturday to compleie ite labo
ter wbich it will report to the
ciation. It is understood thi
form will bea demand up
Dominion for the remova)
monopoly provisiona of the
Ruilway charter; | greater e
agement to zettlers by openi
land reserves; removal of
upon = Ilmplements, wsnd
dress of other
ances, In the country, the
of the farmers 13 tecoming {
fied at the oppressive tranepo.
rates imposed on grain, and t
voritism believed to be j
tc one etrong milling;
Meetings are beipg held in |
ern Manitoba to gend remo
ces to Oitawa., A meetlng
held 2t Brandon on the 26th}
ganize & farmners’ aszociatiox
principles similar to the gri,
Becession, however, will ba o
Inst resort, bat the sgitatig
become general if redrese das
come. 'The people of Manlia
avtached to the Canadisn oo
tion; they are Indignent sind
the doings of Parliament s
Administration,

OapER, Utak, 16th.—Abo
this morning & fire broke cut;
frame brilding on Main Btr

cupied by Bmuin & Thomas,)
In general merchandise, Thi
were confined to the buildin
it originated, which is a (ol
The tzath'x;nted loes on stock i3
on the buildin 1,200
$3,400. B

W ABHINGTON, 14.—The W
{on monument reagched the
of (369 feel yesterday aft's
when course 396 was . o
Considerable more work '
done on the shaft before the ‘
oloses.

CHI0AGO, 15.—The nation;
vention of stockmen called 1
action to stamp out contagics
enses among live stock remse ¢
this morning, Senator qu
Kentucky presiding, two 7
delegates belng present. Th
mittee appointed to outline
action submitted & serles of |
tions, which after bein gy
amended, resd as foliows;

importation of live atock fic
eign countriea, constanily th
to epread contagion to the e
and western states and ter
and whereas, the dizscase is

A eharacter that state legisls
the part of Congress 1o en
the disesse in infected dist
imperatively demanded, a:

should the gremt ranges ol
become infected with
disease that it wonl
imposalble ¢ fatamp o
plagne, except by the tota] G
tion of herds &t & cost of hune
miilione of dollars;
resolved, that we urge uj.
proper authorities the im
necegsity of & thorough ipa
not only of sll the live »t
also of ali meat products shi|
foreign countries, The cons
also endoreed the action of 31
retary of the Treasury inem
goaranfine against all
cattle, and decided to petiti
greeés to eonfer sathority

Tressnry department, by wia
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