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THE EDITOR'S COMMENTS.

DID NOT JESDS CHRIST PREACH
IN HFBREW>

The Rev. Alexander Roberis in a
work he published several years ago,
on the revislon of the Old Testament,
asserts that Jestise Chriet must have
taught the people in the {3reek tongue,
and as a reason for his conclusion
says that for a long 4ime preceding
the coming of Christ, the Greek tongue
pervaded in the countrles bordering
on the Medfterranean. Only the learned
men of that age, says he, could read
the law and the Prophets, us the old
Hebrew which Moses, Isalah and the
rest of the Prophets spoke and wrote
had long before the time of our Lord
become a dead langwage. He says
that the pure Hebrew nace that tnhab-
ited Palestine at that period, wrote in
Aramaic, a languwage entirely differ-
ent from the ancient Hebrew.

Dr. Roberts argues that one of the
surest proofs of this is that at least
some of the epistles which the Apostles
wrote to the Hebrew Christians were
written in Greek, which they would not
have done if the common peocple had
not undergtood the Greek tongue. Why,
asks he, would Peter, who was n He-
hrew himself, write his epistles In
Greek, except because the Hehrews, to
whom the epistles were written, under-
steod Greek, many of wihom, perhaps,
coull nefther read nor write? Was not
the epistle which Paul wrote to the
Hebrews, writen in Greek for the
same reason? He further sets forth
that even though both Aramalc and
Greek were written and spoken at that
time, the Greek was the kanguage of
elvilization; hence, swhere the people
underabood both, Christ doubtless spoke
in Greek. J. THORGEIRSON.

The language of Palestine at the
time of our Savior is known as Syriac.
This was a branch of the Aramaean
lapnguage spoken in Chaldaea and Ha-
bylon. It consisted of @ mixture of He-
brew ard Aramaean, originating un-
doubtedly during the tkme of the cap-
tivity In Babylkeni. Greek at that time
was the language of the educated ckss.
es in Paleatineas are French and Ger-
for wide circulation were necessarily
tnap at ‘the present time.Books intended
written in 'that tongue. but germons (o
the people in the synagogues or other
public places were probably delivered
in the Syriac dialect.

NEPTUNE'S DESTRUCTIVENESS.

The statemernt which had Tts origin
among seafaring people and obtained
wide recognition among all classes,
that a person’s life of kute years was
safer on the sea than on the land, will
at last have to pase Into temporary
if not permanent desuetude. At the
time it obtained ita widest currency
we had been passing through a dreary
and painfully monotonoue period of
railway casualiles, 4 common headlln_e
in the papers heing “The daily acci-
dert.”* At such time the chapter of
hortors seemed bo be excglusively an n-
land story, shipwrecks and marine dis-
asters generally being only occasional
and some =tance apart. The expres.
son spoken of thus became natural
and its aceeptance a matter of course.

Al this is ehanged now. For a year
or more Neptune has been in hi_s ugli-
eat, mont destructive mood, while the
“reaper on rails” hag heen taking some-
thing of a vacation. his deatructive
work occurring qulte Infrequently wus
compared with the time previously re-
rerred to,

"bebter chince of escape;

The awful disaster to thel

Bourgogoe st summer,which relates to
the sea because of having been on
rather thian by it, was as horror-pro-
voking =as anything of the Kind in
modern times. Shontly after came one
nearly s bad in the British Channel,
off the coast of Cornwall, when of a
large crew and passenger list of the
steamer Mohecan but thimty-four were
saved. The oncoming of wintry
wealther with its attendamt roughness
of the waves has just inaugupated and
{3 carrying on a serles of awful occurl.
rences off the New England coast, the
latest belng the total wreek of the
Portland off High Head, near Province-
town, Mass, on Sunday last, and all
on board, estimated at 120, went down.
A number of bodles were washed
ashore and these will doubtless be the
only recoverles.

This last dlsaster was a pecullar one.
It w=as not a collision, nor plunging
into an iceberg or against a rock, nor
vet the springing of an unmnanageable
letak that caused the destrudtlon. It
seems from all accounts that the vessel
waa caught ln the trough of the sea and
overwhelmed with the mourtainous
billows—such an event w3 happens
very rarely. A contemplation of all
these ‘things leads to the conciusion
that a seafaring life or even a voyage
is far from heing unconnected with
gerfous risks, especlally in bad weather.
Undoutrtedly the advance of sacience
has done something In miltigation of
the #terrors of the mighty deep, hut
these relate more to speed than to ad-

ditronal mfeguards or the maintenance

of any sort of control over the unruly
elemerrt. A trip across the ARlantic is
now made in ®lx or geven days, where-
as the salling craft of former days
were four times as long making ft,
sometimes wu great deal mwre. This
means that nowadays one i3 §in the
place of danger only one-fourth of the
time and therefore has a ‘three-fourths
It does mot
mean that he is lesg subject 10 harm,
but that the period w¥thin which harm
ean overtake himm has been so greatly
reduced that the danger ls correspond-
ingly curtailed.

ANGLO.SBAXON SUPREMACY.

The (rasging of the Philippine islands
Into the dommain of the United States
glves speclal interest b0 a contribution
to McClure's Magazine for December
by George W. Waldron, In which the
authror iMustrates by Agures and dia-

grams the growth of the Angle-Saxon
raca for the last five hundred years.
At the beginning of that perlod the
variows dominant races commenced a
poliey of expansion made possible by
the discoveries in the Western hem-
Isphere, and the Latine, represented by
the French, Spanish, Italians and Por-
tuguese scon were domirapt. During
the first two hundred years mearly all
of America and the East Indles Wwere
held by France, Spain and Portugal.
England had little srore than the New
England ard Virginia colomles. Fol-
land alone of ‘the Germanle natlons
gshowed any dispositionn 4o expand.
Russta had just launched on her career
under the firm hand of Peter the Great,
In 1700 the Lating were ahead with 8,-
050,000 square miles and 41,000,000 peo-
ple, ‘Then came the Slavs with 5,960,000
square miles and 14,000,000 inhabibants,
The Germans had 1,100,000 Bquare miles
and 28,000,000 inhabiants. The Anglo-
Saxons came Iast with only 850,000
square mtles and 9,000,000 people. '
Now the Angh-Saxons are im the

lead =vith 476,000,000 people, or nearly
one-third of the entire population of
1tha world. They controt over 15,000,000
square miles. while the Latity races
hold 14,950,000 square miles with 255.-
000,000 inhabitants: the Slavs 9,050,000
equare miles with a population of 140,-
000,000, and ‘the Germans 2,350,000
square miles with 135,000,000 people,
That is, im 600 years a race orce ‘the
smallest in numbers now leads, while
the formerly leading race is fast disap-
pearing from the world's stage. In an-

other century the Angio-Saxons may

coutrol the Amiericas, Australia,
Southern Asia and nearly ali of Africa.

There are many causes for this vile-
toriows progress of the Anghlo-Saxoen
race, and the chief of them is, perhaps,
that their Institutions, founded as they
are upoty the principles of individual
liberty, are best caleculated to elevate
the humam race in every respect. His-
tory teaches that Providence selects
aations, as individuals, to ocarry out
the divine purpoaes, and that those best
fit for a migsjory are charged with s
accomplishment. The Amnglo-Saxons
undoubtedly have such a misslon at
present—one which mo wother race 1s
qualified 1o take, and although its de-
tails may not yet be perfectly ¢lear, in
a general way 1t j8 to prepare the
world by degrees for the undversal
reign of the Son of God. The people
of the Untted States and Great Britain
would do well mever to lose %this uilti-
mate object ot of view. They have
become in w sense the guardians of the
oracies of the Almighty, as were onge
the Jows and then the Romane. They
are supposed 1o know something of the
divine purposes and plams thereln re-
vealed and should shape thelr policy
accordingly.

MUNICIPAL REFORM MOVEMENT.

Al the nmational conference on city
government that met yesterday, Nov.
30, at Indlanapolis, a report will be

made by a committee that has outlined
a plan for the government of American
cities. This document, which has been
prepared by Horace E. Deming. Esaq.,
of New York; Charles Richardson, of
Philadelphia; Albert Shaw and Prof, F.
J. Goodnow, of New York; Hon. Clin-
twon Rogers Woodruff and Dr. Leo 8.
Rowe, of Philadelphia, and Prof. E. J.
James, of Chicago, embodies the re-
forms believed to be necessary fn niuni-
cipal government. Its provisions are
classified under the following four
heads: Relation of the municipality to
the state; powers of the municipality;
procedtre in the exercise of municipal
functions and the electoral franchise
and the application of the merit prinei-
ple of the administrative geryvice.

Under the first head the committee
Says:

“The inadequacy of the constitutiona]
provisions usuaily adopted to provide
ugalnst special legislation has been an
exper!ence commen to most of our
American states. In the opiion of the
commitee the two main causes of such
ra.nure are;

*1.—The absence of @ definition of
special legistation in the Constitution
itself, the result of avlvich is to permit
such minute classification as to open
the way to special legislation under the
gujzse (';‘fl Feneral laws,

.t ¢ narrow power granted
cm.es.wh]ch noecesgibatea coﬁ.stant “'It)c_)
plication to the leglalature for further
powers and thua systematically de-
velops the habit of legisiabive interfer-
ence. ‘The committee has therefore at-
tempbed to define special legislation
as legiglation which iz not made apMi-
cable to all the elties of the atates or
all the habitanta thereof. The system
proposed requires for such meqasures the
action of an overwhelming majorfty of
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