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““And he lifted up his eyes on his disc
- and said, Blessed be ye poor; for yours is the

iples, |

TH

E DESERET NEWS.

Thebhnman family are formed after the image
of our Father and God. After the earth was
organized the Lord placed His children upon
it, gave them possession of it, and told them
that it was their home—the place of their
habitation from hencefortlh; He told them to
till the ground and subdue if; He gave it to

tbem for their inheritance, and to do their

kingdom of heaven.” Again,Hearken, my be- | will upon it. Then Satan steps in and over-

loved brethren, hath not God chosen the

poor |comes them through the weakness there was

of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the in the children of the Father when they were

kingdom which He hath promised tothem that
love Him?»” Again, “Blessed are the poor in
spiril; for theirs, is the kingdom of heaven.”

A few words upon the subject in these texts |its ereation;

will answer my purpose and feelings. Jesus
had no other meaning than simply, blessed
are they who have the light of revelation to
understand the providences of God, and to
know Him and themselves,

The rich that he and other ancient wri-
ters have refered to
to, are those who trust
world and ferget their God.

they forsook the Lord, but I suppose it was
with them as it is with mankind at the pre-
sent day, there were rich and poor; and they
did forget their God who brought them from
the land of Egypt and out of the house of
bondage with a strong and mighty and out-
sirelched arm; they forgot Him so far that

they transgressed all the Jaws He had deliver- |seives
ed unlo them;they considered those laws but of [to bring back to the sin-stained millions
g importance, and esteemed their own |earth

triflin
laws and their own ways to be far better than
the laws the Lord had instituted, and they
broke the covenant they bad made with the
Lord their God; they deemed? his laws non-
essential to palvation, and instituted laws and
ordinances of their own, which the Lord did
not recognize, and forsook His institutions and
His ordinances; they became wicked, and
would not seek after God; God was not in all
their thoughts. Whether-they were rich or
poor as to the things of this world made bu.
little difference with regard to their faithful-
ness, and their life and practice in the ordin-
ances of the house of God, and the knowledge
of His providences.

I bave not learned that the possession of
goods and cbattles, tenements, houses, lands,
go'd, silver, wheat, or five flour, wine or oil
makes any difference with the faithful ser-
vant of God. The Lord loves those who trust
in Him, who feel their dependence upon Him,
aud feel and understand their own weakness
and inability, are thankful for their or-
ganization,” and "hage full confidence in-the
providences of the i%, trusting in His mer-
cy and goodness to bring them off conquerors
whether they be rich or poor. The Lor
loves all those who love and keep His
commandweits,

We say to the brethren, at this time, seek
not after gold, nor after silver, nor after any
of the precious metals that are bid up in the
earth, for as X't they would do y ou no good
if you possessed them. But suppose we had
a few tbousand millions of gold and silver,
would it follow that we should be destroyed,
because we possessed this wealth? Not in
the least; if we are denlrn?'ed through the
possession of wealth, it will be because we
destroy ourselves, If we possessed hundreds
of millions of coin, and devoted that means to
building up the kingdom of God and doing

ood to His creatures, with an eye single to
iliu glory, we would be as much blessed and
as much entitled to salvation as the poor beg-
gar that begs from door to door; the faithful
rich man is a8 much entitled to the revelations
. of Jesus Christ as is the faithful poor man.

Whether we are poor or rieh, if we neglect
our prayers and our sacrament meetings, we
neglect ‘he spirit of the Lord, and a spirit of
darkness comes over us, If we lust for gold,
for the riches of the world, and spare no
pains to obtain and retain them, and feel
‘‘these are mijpe,” then the spirit of anti-
Christ comes upon us. This is the danger
the Latter-day Saints are in, consequently it
is better for us to live in the absence of what

is called the riches of this world, than to pos- |the wealth, beauty, excellency and glory of | G

s288 them and with them inberit the spirit of |
anti-Christ and be lost.

We had beter labor to produce and trea-
sure up the golden wheat, the fine flour, the
pu e wine, the oil of the olive, and every pro-
duct for food and clothing that is adapted to
our climate.

I anticipate the day when we can have
the privilege of usiug, at our sacrameants
pure wine, produced within our borders. I do
not know that it would injure us to drink
wine of our own make, aithough we would be
better without it than to diink it to excess.
And it would be better for us tod, without gold
and silver, than to ruin ourselves with them.
I we had plenty of go!d and silver we could
neither eat nor wear them, as we do food and
clothing. We could not with any comfort
wear shoes or slippers made of the precious
metals, and hats, bonnets, caps, &c., made of
them would be eqnally uncomfortable and un-
profitable.

Toe who'e world seems to be intoxicated in
the lust of their hearts after gold, silver and
precious stones—they seem to be frantic to ob-
tain them. To me this is as vain and non-
gensical as the nh.inghing fashions in swell-
ing and diminishing- the proportions of their
clo hing. Woaoen death overtakes the votaries
of the god of this world they will be willing
to give all they possess of earthly wealth
for knowledge and power to rebuke death and
be restored to li‘e. “And Satan answered the
Lord, and said, skin for skin, yea, all that a
man hath will he give for his life.” Then,
saall we obtain riches for the sake of being
tich? No.

J

tress, all the ‘anguish, pa

f

» and that we often refer’ my neighbor in any way,
in the riches of this 'son that can make restitution and obtain
I do not know |forgiveness of m

bow rich the children of Israel were when Ebmlher.

|

—_—

F Maukind have forfeite

‘and who know that he is their Savior, and

sent to the earth, and sin was brought in, and
thus we are subjected to sin. The earth is
pure in and of
and mankind
vrought on themselves all th

have actuall

death c¢hat are upon the earth.
Since man has brought this upon himself,

to purity? JFrom death to life?

I am the only per-

good parents’ control, it is the
child to return to nis father, like the

and good feelings of his iujured parent.

to misery and wretchedness.

Who shall say

ing thing?
ho placed the dark stain of sin upon this
fair creation? . Man.

their primeval purity and innocence?

can not.
venly grace is here; heavenly wisdom, power
and help arehere, and God’s laws and ordinan-
ces are here; the angels and epirita of just
men made perfect are here; Jesus Christ, our
Great High Priest, with Prophels, Apostles
and Saints, ancient and modern, are here to
help man in the great work of sanctifying
himself and the earth for final glorification in
its paradisiacal state. All_this will be ac-
compli-hed through the law of the Holy
Priesthood.
If we brin
help of our Heavenly Father, then shall we
poesess all things—the earth and its fullpess,
and all things pertaining to time and eternity,
even all things that man was made lord over.
Then blessed are the poor, or, in other words,
blessed zare they whe know for themselves
that every blessing which they receive, whe-
ther spiritual er temporal, is the gift of Gol.
Blessed are they who are poor in spirit, or
blessed are they who feel their own weakness,
and know their own inability and the power
of God, and enjoy the Holy Ghost. Blessed
are they who trust in the Lord Jesus Christ,

that in bim they can find mercy, and grace to
help in time of need. These are the blessed
ones, no matter if they possess all the riches
of this world; what has that to do with the
humble and faithful heart? Such a person is

Jesus, by riches or by poverty.
It we ever attain to faith enough to obtain
the kingdom of God, as we anticipate, we

itself, having kept the law of | know the voice of

who but man can effect a rcstoration from sin | for,

If 1 injure | yet he himeelf is judged of no man.”
the anointing which ye have received of

: tlre | abideth in you, and you need not that any man
y injured friend, neighbor, or | teach

When a cbild revolts fiom under a | you of
place of that |
prodigal |in him.?
‘of old, and reinstate himself in the® friendshi
d the right they once | His Spirit and by the
possesed to the friendship of their Heavenly | Lord, which are
Father, and through sin have exposed them- | people.
Who is |
of | commandments.
that which they baye lost through dis- | ments sufficient t
obedience? Who is to plant smiling peace \the earth and in
and plenty where war and desolation reign? | time,
Who is to remove the curse and its consequen- (an
ces from earth—the homestead of mankind? | man.
to the raging and contending | which
elements, “peace, be 8ti.I?” and extract the |away fro
poison frem the reptile’s tooth, and the savage |
and destructive nature from beast and creep- 1

books cogcerning the kingdom of God upon
the earth and the hand dealing of the provi-
dence of God to his children, and do His will,
I promise them eternal life, for such a ‘;elief
and such a practice will Jead them to the
fountain where they can know for themselves,
as Moses, tbe Prophets, Jesus, the A postles
and Ancient daints, Joseph Smith and others
of modern times knew; where like them we
can receive the Spirit of eternal life through
rour Lord Jesus Christ, by which we may
know the voice of the Good Shepherd when-
ever and wherever we hearit., And as we
the Good Shepherd, so shail

: y | we learn to distinguish it from the voice of a
e sgin, all the dis- | stranger—the voice of the evil one.
In, sickness and!then clearly understand the

things that are of
e not of Him, and
to see and judge all things as they are,
““He that is spiritual judgeth all things,
“But
him

' God, and the things that ar
'be able

you; but as the same anointing teacheth

all things, and is truth, and is no lie,
and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide
This will lead us to the glory and

will be given unto us by the manifestations of
always in the midst of His

Lr, Kimball said there are more than ten
Yea, there are command-
o direct every person wupon

every place and at every
d that would incorporate the whole life of
Shall we pveglect the law of the Lord;
is perfect, converting the soul, and turn
m the testimony of the Lord, which
18 swie, making wise the simple? ¢The
statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the

{hean: the commwandment of the Lord is pure,

Who but man shall re- | is clean,
move the foul blot, and restore all things to | the

enlightening the eyes. The fear of the Lord

enduring forever; the judgdients of
Lord are true and righteous altogether.

Butcan 3 More to be desired are they than gold, yea,
‘he do this independent of heavenly aid? He | than much fine

To aid' him in this work hLea- .|

|

gold; sweeter also than honey
and the honey comb.”

Mankind bave departed from the command-

‘and thus the kn
[tended
 beginn

\the devil, votwithstanding all his c

Iully fuifilted, and also the sa
Wherever they may be, @Il through life, |

tgeneration.

‘other words, the cisterns they
for themselves, which hold no

'Kin

back all things through the/

|

not affected in faith, as a follower of the Lord ! their peasons.”

;ments of the Lord, and the fear of the Lord is
inut before their eyes. We have been trying,
for many years, to showy them the difference
belween the laws of the Lord and the laws of
men; between the ordinances of the churches
of men and the ordinances of the church of
Jesus Chygist of Latter-day Saints. Let me
inform all the Latter-day Saints and all the
inbabitants of the earth that the Lord will
not be trifled with. We have of en been told
that, when the Lord set up his kingdom on
this earth and sent forth his gervants'to ad-
mivister in it, He would defend that kingdom
‘himself and exert the powers of bheaven to
bear it off. :
You remember reading in the paiable of the
wicked husbandmen, to whom the Lord let

(out his vineyard, that when He sent servants

to receive the fruits of his vimeyard, they
stoned them and cast them out ut last of
all He sent unto them His Son, saying, “They
will reverence my Son;” but they said among
themselves, “This is the heir; come, let us
kill him, and let us seize on his inberitance.”
They slew Him, “Whenthe Lord therefore
of the vineyard cometh, what will He do unto
those husbandmen? They say unto Him, He
will wiserably destroy those wicked men, and
will let out His vineyard unto other husband-
men, which shall render Him the fruits in
Were not the Jews des-
troyed —scattered and broken up as a nation?
They were, because they made war against
God, and against His servants whowm He had

shall obtain all the wealth there is for this
kingdom in time and eternity. We sball not !
rob cther kingdoms, but we sta'l possess the |
eternity .of matter that lies in the path of the
onward progress of this kingdom, asnd still
eternity and its fulluess will continue to

stretch out before us. The great powers of
eternal wisdom will be exerci:ed to euhauce\
this kingdom, previous to its being introduced |
into the presence of the Father and the Son,
This work we have to he!E perform,

at

|

called and sent to them with a message of
salvation. Had a pretender arisen and pro
fessed to prophecy in the name of the Lord,
when (he Lord did not speak tbrough him,
and they bad glain him as they did Jesus and
His Apostles, would the Lord have noticed it?
I think not,

The Puritans supposed they were sent of
od, and hated the Quakers and persecuted
them even unto death. Did the Lord notice
that conduct in any signal manner? No. Bat
suppose the Quakers had been the Saints of

A great many think t the Kingdem of
God is going to bless them and exalt them,
without any efforts on their part.
so. Every man and woman is e
aid the work with all the abi'ity
given them., Each person belonging
human family bas a portion of Jabor to per-

This is not |

and from every living thing upon it. Wh=n
this work is performed, then will they pos-
sess all things.

Prest. K mball remarked that he had been
told that some did not believe all that he said,
or all that Isay. I care not one

xpecled to
God has |
to -the |

 their pérsecutors to an’ account.
form in removing the curse from the eurth! Pyritans were 1o

groat |

the Lord, and that He had said to Wm. Penn

|and others, “You are my authorized azents to

build up my kingdom on the earth,” would the
Lord bave held the Puritans guiltless for the
persecution of his chosen people? He would
not, but would in a signal manner have called
But the
t sent of the Lord, neither
were the Quakers.

The Lord had not spoken to the inhabitants
of this earth for a long tiwe, until He spoke
to Joseph Smith, committed to him the plates
on which the Book of Mormon was engraved,
and gave bim a Urim and Thumim to trans-

whether they believe all that I say or rot, or
whether they love me or not; I have ne €o:- |
cern about that, IFfI can see the peopleserv-
ing God with all their hearts, building up His
kingdom. on the earth, and bringing forth |
righteousness, I do not care whalher the
ever thionk of br. Brigkam, or of br. Heber C.
Kimball, or whether they believe what we say |
or not; if they believe what the Almighty
says, that will countent me; then will the

people,

Y | been set aside by

late_a portion of them, and told him to print
the Book of Mormon, which he did and gent it
to the world, according to the word of the
Lotd. The Lord said to him, “revive my
statutes and bring forth my law which bas
those who have professed to
be my Saints, and establish the ordinances
that were oncein my house, and tell the
people they must observe them. Now go ard

t : ¥ !see if anybody will believe your testimony.”
realize what the power of faith will do for a |

He went and preached to his father’s house,

Will the Latter-day Sainis observe the law
of the Lord? If they will,itis all I ask of
them. You can read the law of the Lord for
yourselves in the Old and N-w Testaments,

Revelations given for this church through
Joseph the Prophet. If this people will be-

Jiiava the testimony contained in these Efous

in the Book of Mormon, and in the book of |

and to bis neighbors, and it was four or five
.years before he gotthe six me ubers that
composed the church of Jesus Christ of
 Latter-day Saints when it was first organized
‘on the 6th of April, 1830, This was a slow
| business, but at last he organized the church,
for the Lord had revealed to him the Aaronic
priesthood upon which the church was first

[Joxe 22, 1864.

chisedic priesthood, when the chureh was
more fully organized, and a few more believed,
and then a few more and a few more. Now
and then 2 pérson would believe and feel in~
clined to gu and tell -his friends what the
Lord bhad revealed to bhim. The Lerd sent
them out and promised to take care of them,
owledge of this work has ex-
throughout the world, from so small a
ing.

I have often thought of the foolishness of

unning; yet
gentleman, when compared

he is much of a

‘with many that serve him. He did not mani-
fest much wisdom in seeking to accomplish
We can |the death of the Savior.

In that he undertook

to destroy the kinzdom Jesus had come to
cestablisb; but through the mode he took to
'destroy it,
| it,
(devil and bis emissaries thought, if they conld
‘only destroy Joseph Smith, that the system

be only succeeded in_establishing
B0 in the cage of Joseph Smith. The

he bad Jaid the foundation to build upon

'would crumble and fall to rise no more; but it
\is evident to all, that since the death of Joseph,
‘the system ha

than before, for where there isa testament
p {the exceliency of the knowledge of God, which |in full force, there must alse of necessity

8 flourished with greater vigor

be

the death of the testator, for a testament is of
living oracles of the]

force alter men are dead.

At last a man did come who was actually
gent of God, Will He defend the doctrine
which He has sent into the world by that
prophel? Is e not delending it now? He is.
I'he sayings of Joseph Smith are being liter-
ings of the pro-
phets and Apostles who lived previous to this
Joseph Smith told the nations of
the earth what would be their doom, unless
they stopped rebelling against the kingdom of
God, amrd forsook their own aystems, or, in
had hewn out
water, and be-
an to trust in the Lord, We see that the
gdom of God is established, will the Lord
defend it?

Suppose the nation of the United States
should send delegates into Mexico, to negoti-
ate and transagt business with that govern-
ment, and the authorities there ghould look
upon them as impostors, and scourge them and
cast them out, what course would the govern-
ment of the United States take? They would
declare war against Mexico, to vindicate the
honor of the nation. Do you not think the
Lord will chasten the nation which has killed
his prophets, set at naught his message, and
scourged and cast out his servants? 1Is He
now cbastening them? Heis, and will con-
tinue to chasten them until He is eatisfied, and
they cease to rebel against him and against
his government on the earth.

Shall we treat IHis laws as a thing of naught?
We had betfer observe all the laws, precepts,
commandments and ordinances of the house of
the Lord. We had better so live that ne fault
can be found with us. This is my advice to
the Latter-‘ay Saints. ‘

Much can be said upon what our duty is,
but we can comprise the whole in saying live
go that the spirit of revelation will bé in averg
man and woman, and it will lead them to frut
and holiness. Then there would be no bick-
ering, no contention, no lawsuits against each
other, and there would be less businrss in the
High Counciis than thereis now. Those who
live for truth and holiness have a right to
enjoy the revelations of Jesus Christ, We
know the oracles of God which He bas placed
in the midst of this people, and we know that
we should observe the counsel which is given
Lo us.

It has been observed that we have made
covenants to do thus and so, and that we
ought not to speak against the Lord and bis
anointed. Do we observe this? We do, in a

great measure. Isay,with all thair foibles and

weaknesses, there is no peeple on the earth
like this people.

Is there a king or any ruler
on the earth that could, by his mental power,
Enther a people from almost every nation un-
er heaven and bind them together by one
spirit and opereligion—to be of one heart and
of one mind—in as great a degree as are this
people? This is proof gufficient that we are
the people of God—the chosen ones. And
who are the Saints? All those who believe in
Jesus Christ and keep His commandmente,
And who may be Saints? All the inhabitants
of iba earth, for Jesus says *‘come unto me,
all ye ends of the earth, and be ye saved.”
Those wbo have embraced the relizion of
the Lord Jesus Christ as it is portrayed in the
New Testament and Book of Mormon,
who believe in the mission of Joseph the

latter-day work, feel like saying “good bye
to former associations, and I do not wish to

Saints.”
still weaknesses and foibles among those who
are called Saints. Men and women are tried,
and get out of patience and speak evil one

against another; but as a general thing they
are eorry for their sins.

What earthly power can gather a people as
this people bave been gathered, and hold them
together as this people have been held to-

ether? Itwas not Joseph,itisnot Brigham,
E‘ur Heber, nor any of the rest of the Twelve,
nor any of the Seventies and Hiég Pries's thag
does this, but it is the Lord God Almighty

that holds this people together, and no other

wer.
PDDucu in a while a man will go to hunt for
gold and silver, and run off here and th
f all such I can say that, if you will

organized; after that he received the Mﬂl-.h

prayers, neglected to go to meeting, tp

Prophet, and have received the spirit of this 2

keep any back accounts or notes against my
brethren in the same chureh, for we are ajl
But they soon learn that there are

~
¢

ere.
their private characters and lives, you ¥ !I '
invariably find that they neglected th ir
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