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THE DESERET WFEEKI,Y.

THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

CONFERENCE NOTICE.

The Bixty-fifth Annual Conference
of the Church of Jesus QCaoriat
Liatter-day Salnte will oonvene in the
Halt Lake Clty, at 10
o’clock, oo Fridey moraing,}A pril 5th,
1585.

The officers and members

of

Taheruaole,

the

in-
the

of
Chutch generally ere cordially
viied to attend the meetioge of

Conference,
WILFORD WOODRUFF,

GEORGE Q. CANNON,
JosePH F. BMITH.

Special Conferencs Appeiniments.

Thursday, 4tb— Relle! Boclety Con-
ference, Assembly Xall. Meelinge
commenciang at 10 & m., 2 p. m.and
7p m.

Bouday, 7th—German meeting, At-
sembly Hail, 5 p. m.

Boodey, 7th—Bunday Bonool Uaioen,
Tahernactle, 7 p.m.

INFANT BAPTISM,

Onpe of the most Important con-
iroveraier nmong theologlans is that
concerning the proper subjects and
tnode of baptiem. Io the esitsrn
¢hoPch infants are Immersed to wuter,
while the Koman and the great
uivieious of the Proteatant pcburches
eprinkle them, and the Beaptlsls and
« thers immerse thone who profess con-
vorsion and faith in thejRedesmer. The
coatroversy can be traced with ocer-
tninty aafar baok as to tbhe uyge ol Ter-

tulilan  and Cyprisn, simost tn the
days uf the firat Christian
cuurches, but its force W e

tenewed a3 a natursl consequence of
1he prevalence of Protestantism. The
Homeap Catbolics majutained the power
ol the oburch to iotroduce changes in
tue cujt, and to them any alteration
i the sacred rite iotrodoced hy au.®
thority was perfectly legitimate. Tuae
reformers, however, inslttsd upon the
“written word” ae the oniy suthority
In matters referring o talth aud prace
tiee, With singular luconsistency
Ibhey refused to apply this rule to bap-
tiem, retlaining initant eprinkling as
nne {nheritance fromm Bume and thus
the controversy was revived in all fis
fury,

Put on thelr defense, Protestant di-
vines Hrat maintaioed that Christ had
nuthorized the paptism of lniants, and
that the word in the New Testament
translated *'bapilze* means sprinkle
ut well a8 immerse. Resenrcheas into
ecolesiaetionl bistory and philological
faots bearing oo the multer
practically silanced this llpe of argu-
ment, It wae establlsbed historloally
that tbe firet Christian author, Tertul-

lian, who mentlons 1nfaut baptiem re-
ters to it a8 an innovation tbstshould
be suppreseed and twat iis origlo fe
Atrica, at s time when Christianity
was deosylng, as evidenced hy the
conditions of the churches with which
Cyprian wes connected. It wanalso
proven phifojogically thatsprivkling is
no “mode’’ of bsytem et all but au
aotlou entirely differeut—a subatitute
for baptisnu of comparatively recent
orfein, On these poinis all students of
the subjuot, whose opinions are entitied
to n: tice, practically agree,

The ressun Why Protestaots till
continue thelr unscripwural practice is
worthy of copsideration. The view
rivpted-—sne whioh 1» also genernlly
conceded by the defepder of New
Testament baplism—ie that the
arvinanows is nol essential Lo suivation,
and that consequently It is immeaterial
whether tbe command s literaily
obayed or nmot. Agyainst this positlon
the Buptisis are poweriess,and tneir re-
markatle victory on hlatoriost aod
philologica) grounds is ol no avail he-
caure ol alntalerror in Lheir ovuception
of tne esigmifeation of tohe Christiau
rite.

Tnose jnterested ia the rubjent
will probsbly be aware that io-
fant eprinkliog Ja oot originel
witn the Komun church. Rellglous
meanings wele attucheu (o varlous
kiodus ot purlfication, wastiogs sand
uptinkiiuge smong Jewas and pagan
nations. The lolivwing extracla froem
reliable authorls, made by a iriend o!
the Newa, refer toinfant sprinkling in
paganism:

It is noticeahle that a kind of'baptis=m ls
practiced in Thihet,Mongolig. Itisusual
to spriokle children with consecrated
water on the third or tenih day afier
birth. ‘T'his ia earlad Khrus-sol. The
priesi consecrates the wuler by reeiling
wome formuls, while candies are burn-
ing. He inen sprinkles or dips the child
three lmes, blosslng ft, and gives it o
nsmo.—Buddhism, ete., p. 136, 357, New
Yori, 1859,

Lyd:a Maria Child thns describea lo-
fant sprinkling amoang the Hindoos:
“Waler is supposed o ocleanse Lhe aoul
and guard from evilk. When a child is
born, priests sprinkle it, and the dwel-
ling, and Lhe inmales of the bouse baihe.
Thoy do thie from an idea that It keeps
off evil apirits.-—The Progressof Religious
Ideas, New York, 1856, p. 124, Vol. 1.

Dr. Konrad Maurer 1u Uber die Waasser-
wethe des  Germanischen Heidenthum,
snys: The ceremonmes connecisd with
beathen baptism: were adopied by the
Ohbrisifan church. The laying at the

bresst was a recognition of the child on

the mother’s pari, and thogranting of Lhe
Flght of hapti-m was a recognition on the
part ot the faiher. This was the chief »ig-
altieance of thal ceremony, although it
would scom, from the Havawnl. a very
ancient benthen poem in the Elder Edda,
that spirlinal blessings were also se-
cured to the Inlant by tho spriokliog.
Baplism made the cbild an Aerr boll
among the heathen end the old Teutonle
Christisnna, and the fact that among both
it had s0 maay things In common that it
ook place eoon after the birh of the
cliild, and was connected with the nam-
ing of i1; that there were god-fathers and
god-mothers, ete., mnkes the qoesi1on an
exceedingly interes ing one. According
to the ancient laws of the Germanw, Visi-
gotbs and Anglo-Saxons the rite of

—
—

baptism was to be performed withia the
ntath day after the hirth of the child,
Quoled in the Nation, Sept. 22, 1881,

The ancient Koman law (heathen)
made it obligatory that girls should be
aprinkled ou the eighth duy after theip
birth, but the bnys on 1bhe ainth,.— Mg,
quardt, Das Privatieben der Roemer, Vot
1, p. 81, i

Nur ia If strange that we should find
traces of the holy ordinance Among the
vesthen natione, ‘The fact is that re.
liglon emanated from Lhe teaohings o
the Almighty to Hieohildren on eartp
In the beginnlag it was pure, Baptigm'
in ite true form and nullrfe way Bmon
the vorttloes teukhl. Whed spostagy
and degenetatiou set in the truth wan
partially loet and error prevaileg
Baptism became lafant sprinkling in-
beatbendom. But what Iv more slg.
nifiosnt in this cooneotion s that
the hist iry of the rite wua regesteq
ailer Christ, The ordinance [Iputj.
tuted by Him gradunlly became jp.
fsut sprinkii: g in modern Christen.
dnm, The same lorces were ai work:
1he reaults were nesrly identical, Tm;
wught to fnduce the Ohristian world
earnestly tp consider the danger
of drl!ting 10to puganism unless A ).
mighty God revenis His truth frop
heaven anew, ss the Latter-day Baing,

 firmly belleve He has dong, for tlje

regeneration of the world,

THIN IN WHAT YWE WANT,

A ocorrespondent wWho writes frop
Morgsap, Utah, and slgns blmselt, ¢ a
Friend to Utab anod Her People,»»

makes & fow ruggestions to the Cop.
stitutioual Conventlon which we mog;
beartily endorse. Here they are:

fiitur eseret News:

Althongh our counly is smalil, yet we
bave n wish or two that we would likg
to express 0 the Convenllon through
your valuable paper.

We helleve we bave some 0f the best
men in the Convention there arein Utah,
Wiith that undersianding It is oniy right
to look for an old-ltime, patriowe, shopy
and to-the-point document—not welghed
down with law codes #o thatl if neighhors
wish to swap jack knives they will have
to ¢ nsull an atlorney,

Life is loo short for 1his Convention to
atiempl to reform the world; but it can
look afier Utab and her people; leavg out
thé extras, We hope the delezates wilf
he con-ervative and ecareful and not pro.
vide for extravagance either lu salariey
ofticers or in taxation—lettaxation be jolt
as little ag possible.

Let the people bave full representation,

L6t the Constitution be a friena 1o 1he
poor and a guide to the rich, so Lhat a)]
classen can point to it with pride and
honol.

May it be so that our children wi]]
grow up and call its framers blessed,

————

BOTH DISGRACED.

“The nlate of affalrale 8 disgrace to
New Orienns! The killiogs seem 1o
bave been coldhlooded murders.’? Thus
exclaimed Colorado’s leading news-
paper oo Wednesday morning, with
relerence to the iabor riots and mag-
sacre of negroes in the Crescent city;
and then it iolJlowed witnh a statement
that tor the credit of the rtate Loulsl-
ans should take prompt eteps to sup-
prees the troubles and (o vislt condigo



