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coutinue in the enjoy meat of the rlght
spirit, these blessings will remain with
us, and we shall be acknowiedged of
God ss His children; and only when
wae depart from the right way and fail
to doour duty, wiil God withdraw Hls
gpirit from wus and leave us Lo our-
selves,

L feel thankful we are approaching
the dedication of thia Temple. After
forty years sgjourning, so lo speak, in
the wilderneex, forty years of iabor and
toi]l upon tbat builiing; forty years of
-expec.ntion and hope in our boenms,
we arlv now Wwithin a month of the
realization ot some of our hopes io re-
gard to this matter, I do not know
what the hopes and expectations of
othera ure copcerning this; bat
{ koow what my own are. [ expect
that the Lord will rocept of that houee
at the hends of His Baints. I have
greal reason to believe lthie, for the
falthiul have done all in their power,
80 far e they knew,for the accompilsh-
ment of that work, Many of the Lat-
ter-day Bualuts have been Ilberal in
their contribations towards the com-
pletion of that bulldlog; and mauy
have deprived themaelves of comforts
aud have eactificed their own frelings
and wishes, to a great extent, 1o order
to furnieh meaps that that Temple
might be complet d lu the appuioted
time. Sume men bave had to borrow
the means, any atre paylng lnterest oo
it today, lu vrder that they might con-
tribule wnut was neveded. They have
tuken Uup.n themselves burdens, snd
will carry Lhese purdeus untll, by the
blessiag of the Lord, th.-y can be re-
moved (rotu them. I belleve that the
Lord will bless such men, that He wili
accept of such ofleringe, and they will
be sanctified to the good of those who
have thus ¢ontributed towasrd the
compietion of the house of the Lird.
It has Leen an expensive buoildiog.
It has Cort an immense amount of
meuns, But it has given employment
to the Haints. Toe most of the Ineaus
that hus been expended io the erection
of that vulldiog hus been dlstributed
to the Liatter-doy Baints. Hundrede,
perhaps, of toem toduy owe'Lheir com-
fortablv homes and surreundings to the
weaue given to them l(or thelr labor in
Lutiaiug that house o God. [ Lunve
bestd iL remalked that this city would
bnve el stricsen uday wilh a great
Jenl more eutleting and wadt than i
18 1o cobsique oo uf the hard times if
it &y not been for the vast nmount ot
means that uss been distributed to the |
peuple in paywent for the labor thut
hus been goiug on, especially this Jast
winter, iu that buiiding. I wantte
tetl you, tos, my brethrea and sistors,
in answer to sno lufam.us Femark i
uenra of yesterday, Chat the mesns
¢.atributed by the Latter-day HBaiute
toward the completion A chat bullding
hins been vevoled houestty and sttlotly
to that work, and 1t bus uut been divert-
od Lo someihing else, Had it Dot been
ased in the proper chsuncl the work
would not be tvday e¢ far advapced
us 1t is, 1 ovelivve that the eneryy und
push thiay has beeu exerted there this
last year, if it had been distributed
over [wo of three years about thirty
years ago, would in that time have
cumpieted that bullding,aod we wonld
have had it ali these years pasl Lo use,
it would have required, uf course,
mure meaps thsn oas juet now been

put in, because Lhen the walls were
upfiuished. But it bhae Leen io u

measure neglected, We have worked
on it little by ltile, and it bas pesn
slow work. Whbether the Lord will
blame us for belng so long sbout tbis
work or not, it s oot for e to say. I
do oot think He will. I thiok that
there is an overruling providence in
ull tbese things. [ belleve that Temple
will be completed just as soon as the
people &re prepared for }; mod, I
am afraid, before many of us are pre-
pared for it. But L belivve that it wili
be completed just as soon as the Lord
designed it to be, and when it is com-
pleted, that the Liord will accept it.
Some one may say,‘‘Brother Joseph,
what do you expect to see manlfeated
there when that Temple is dedicated?’?
I will tell you what will satis!y me.
When we go into the dedication of
that house, if [ can feel in my heurt,
together with my brethren, n sehse of
perfect union among the Prieatbood,
aud hear the whiaperings of the stiil
small vo.¢e that the Lord is there by
His Spirit, by Hie love,nnd by His
approbation,it will be eufficient for me,
it will satisly me that (od is pleased
with the laborsof theS8aints,aad that He
will accepl of them. Bome people
have thought that we will have the
house flled with the glory of the
Liord, What if it 1a? " I Jdo not koow
whether | dare trust mysell, however
faithful.l inay have trivd to be, to wit-
pess such an event. [ am afrald that §f
(God should come there and allow His
glory to shine upou me, [-might not be
uble to stand ity aod I do uwot want
enyliing to heppen there that will
cRBEL M8, of aDy of us, out of the

house ot Guod uwur fromm the presenos
of the Almighty. Therefore, I
ball be periectly coptented, a2

far s8¢ I am concerned, it [ can Lesr
the whisperings of the Bpirlt of God in
iy heart, *It i scveplable to me*?
Thut will be sll the testimony anud
witness of the Spirit that I shall claim,
Now, if any of you go there with
grenter falth thauw mine, sund with
Zreater perfection, with greater purity
of heart, with grealer power, and the
visions of heaven are open o you, and
you can eee the Father snd the Son
sittlng uvpon the throne, or the aogels
veecendiuy to and ascending from the
nfdst o! the coogregatione of the
Anjnte, God be praiseu] and may such
viesions and such privileges be bleased
and sanctified waoto those who have
this taith, lor all time to come, und
may they cvntlnue to bLe worthy of
wuen gifte and sueh blespings. But L
do ool look for any such manifestation
as this under the gonditlone that we are
in, snd with the faith thal we, ns B
puuple, possess today; with the
woowludge that we hnve, and with the
purity thatwe have. Broilher Cannon

bus beeu telking to you in rela-
ion to the Word of Wisdom,
QO oourse, the ‘Word of Wisdown 18

a very small mstier, but {f | were to
ask this congregatlon bow muny of you
have kept this eimple principle in
hooesty before God stoce you em-
braced the Gospel what would he the
resuli? ] would not like tu put you tu
the test. 1 would not like those whe
have kept the Word of Wisdow atrict-
Iy sluce they came inte the Churob, or
even for yeaty past, to rise up in this
congregation, for fear the nuomber
wiuld be so few that they would be
dlscoursged. I would oot like, for the
HalD® reason, L0 ask you to eland up,
who have never tasted, Lor touched,

nor handled the intozlcating cup elnce
you became members of the Chureh of
Jesur Corist of Liatter-day Saints, or
witnin the past few years {although
there may be many tuch}), since you
bave bee., I suppose, preparing your-
selves to enter into God’s presence, in
tbe dedicatlon of this house. [ would
not like to ask you to exhibit the scar.
olty of thoee who renliy ure uuvspotted
and undetiled belore God. What can
the Lord do wlth such a peouple as we
arc? Are we prepared to eoter into
His presence? Are we prepared to
lobherit His glory? Are we preparey
to recelve Him? [ aw mnoot, I goye.
fews to you, aud yet, I will vouch toy
it, though not io bLoussting, thuat [ am
about as well prepared ns some of Lthe
rest of you, but I feel like msking my
hesvenly Fatberio forgive aud aocept
of me notwithstapding my wWoRkarsses,
my failipgeaod my lmperfections, Q
(ud, reoelve me; accept of me; ung
wherejn [ have failed, wilt Thog
Gleanss and etrengthen me, and meke
me worthy to staod before Thee, (g
witness Thy mercies! And this g
what [ waut to see the peuple ot Gog
desire in their hearie nbove everythip

ciwe, Lt It be your earnest prayer,
wy brothren and siatets, tuat God wi|}
nocept ot you, forgiving your faults,
your wesknesses und your !mperfeg.
tlone; that Me will clesuse you, apg
bless you, Bod ncknow ledge you as Hig
children, that wheu We uu 1f0 belorg
Him we wuny, st leasl receive some
mweasure of Lhe power of God aud of the
witness of the Holy8pirit in our heartes
no that we may feel we are not cagf
out or discsrded hy our Fatber, bug
thut He doee own and acknowledge ya
an Hls ohildren, and that we sro stif)
worthy to etand betore Hlm and mig.
fster lu pacred places.

IfIfelv in my hesrt that | hag
wronged ope of my bretbren; or disg-
buyed any of the laws o God; or thgt
[ had dishovuured any member of the
Church, or any man Lhat presides nver
we in the Church of God, I shoyly
leel that it was my duty to goapgd
meke It right belore [ go into tpag
house Lo wituess the dedication or g tg
tdou. [f I buve dobe You any wrong;
if | huve robbed you of any Fight; it |
bave not been true Lo My promise with
you; or it [ have Jdone apythiny that
DRs iD any measure debased me in [he
sight of God or my brethren, I gught to
gu and \ry to make reparation before |
attewpt to o lnto tus house of God,
Yet [ would not want to do this simply
fur tbe purpess of golog imto that
house. I should want to do 1t becange
it Is my duty to do it; snd fu order that
I ruight be worthy o go there, apy
stapd sl any lime aler in ssered

plages bLelure the Lord, I “ooght
to make all thing- right with
any brother Lthat IWeY¥ haye
wroenged. I ought to ehow hunor 1o

those unto whom nonorisdoe, I oughy
to honor God my Heavenly Father,
now, sod from this Lime, Nenoeiorth,
sod forever., ‘That je the principle
upon which I should do right, muke
recompense und settle difficultiss, [
have heard ot brethten awsoclated (g.
gether ju family ties, a8 well as in the
bonds of the new anJ everlaeting cove-
nant, who are ut varlance with eagn
other, with bitter feelinge vaisting in
their hearte, one toward the other, and
peither will humbile himselfto go to
the other nnd acknowledge his raulte,
of to try to bring about a re-



