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fians of every shade of belief unite
in honoring the occasion yet every
country and every people impart to
their observance of it certain dis-
tinguishing features which harmonize
with and are the outgrowth of the
national characteristics to the
traveler in foreign lands nothing pre-
sents itself of greater interest than
the different methods of celebrating
christmas infil different countries

the english christmas is perhaps
the richest of all in that hearty hos-
pitalitypita lity and merriment and that pro-
fusion of substantial good cheer
which our people like their british
cousins so closely associate with the
occasion the old english christ-
mas as it was celebrated centuries
ago in the great halls of the feudal
baron be best known from the
pages of sir walter scott who fre-
quently describes it and who in his
poem of Marmion admirably sums
it all up in a few words when he says

england was merrymarry england when
old christmas brought his sports again

christmas broached the mightiest ale
christmas told the merriest tale

A christmas gambol oft would cheer
A poor marlsmans heart through half the year 11

the december liberties as the
wild gambols pranks and mas-
queradesquerades of christmas time were
called the famous christmas dinner
of the barons with its dish of boarsbaars
head borne upon a massive silver
platter in great state the whole length
of the immense banqueting hall by
the major domo of the household at-
tended by a large number of ser-
vants and vassals the murmuring I1

or masquerading the singing of
christmas carols the playing at
snapdragonsnap dragon hot cocklescackles and all the
other christmas sports and games
presided over by a specially appoint-
ed officer of the household called
the lord ol01ot misrule or the abbot of
unreason all these and countless
other features of the old english
christmas scott that wonderful
wizard of the north has des-

cribed as only he could do it
the modern english christmas

found its apostle in dickens who in
his vivid word pictures has most
clearly and accurately portrayed its
every light and shadow the wild
abandon of its predecessor of cen

ago has been somewhat re-
strained but within the limit of be-
coming mirth there is still no merrier
christmas it is a strange fact how-
ever that in england the day after
christmas or boxing day as it is
called is a day of even greater fes-
tivity among the working classes
than christmas day itself it de
rives its name from the christmas
boxes or donations of christmas
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spending money which are collected
on that day by letter carriers milk
men butchers boys and other
equally useful members of society

the spanish christmas is largely
an outdoorout door celebration as I1 found
while residing in the city of seville
some years ago the spaniards
like the french are much in the
streets at all times and even more
than usual during the christmas sea-
son for more than three weeks
before christmas the magnificent
cathedral of santa maria de la sede
as well as the noble churches of san
juan de la palma santa catalina and
santa maria la blanca are crowded
to repletion with devout worshipers
every morning at the mass which is
sung daily throughout the year As
boxing day is to the english so is
nache buena to the spaniards the
words literally mean the good
night ff but they are also used in
spain to designate christmas eve
which is even more joyously cele-
brated than christmas day itself
then the whole city seems to have
turned out en masse into the thorough-
fares and the great public squares of
the plaza del the plaza
nueva the plaza del duque and the
plaza de la constitution

even the most unlucky pedestrian
in all the great throng he who has
lost a loosely fitting hat or has had
his pocket picked spanish pick
pockets are the most expert of all
artists in their line or whose ribs
have been bruised or his corns trod-
den upon even he must find some
alleviation of his misfortunes and
misery in contemplating the scene
that meets his gaze on christmas
eve in any of the plazas named
numerous namingflaming torches throw a
rich crimson glare upon the winning
brilliancy of jellies artfully height-
ened by a light placed behind them
to display their transparency red
festoonsfes of sausages jamo
neschamshams both salt and sweet a
thousand dainty combinations of hog
fruit and sugar luckless caponscamons
fleeting upon past misfortunes and
fattedbatted turkeys lying in fetters among
aromatic heaps of apples figs
oranges lemons and countless other
delicious fruits displayed by hun-
dreds of vendors who have con-
verted the plazas into temporary fair
grounds

there is the kaleidoscopic ming-
ling and changing of sex nationality
Kstumeume and language the angry

of buyers against the
exactions of vendors the joyous
shouts of countless children the
music of street bands and your own
ejaculations of pain as some big
fellow plants himself on your favorite

toe form the obligate accompani-
ment to the brilliant scene presented
by the spanish christmas eve

the italian christmas presents
many features identical with the
spanish and the scenes enacted in
the streets of florence during the
christmas season closely resemble
those of seville italy pays great
attention to the christmas decoration
of the churches and I1 have found it
more elaborate than that of any other
country on christmas eve young
men and women assemble at the
churches and aid in their decoration
a collation being served to them after
midnight mass the devout italians
have a poetic idea that to cheer and
encourage the virgin through the
pangs of maternity they must play
upon instruments and sing before
her shrines on christmas eve

the german christmas has sup
plied us with two of our best known j
christmas customs hanging up
stockings and attaching gifts to sprigs
of pine called christmas trees from
the german christmas also come
santa claus and kris kingle the
latter is a corruption of christ kind
ain or christ child of whonwhom4 they
have the beautiful fable that with his
own hands he places christmas toys
and sweetmeatssweet meats in the stockings of
good children while those of bad
ones receive nothing but a small
birch rod placed in them by one

nichol literally nicholas with
the fur that is st nicholas dressed
in fur it is a rare sight in a german
household on christmas morning to
see the expression of abject misery
on the face of some poor little wight
who having been disobedient or
otherwise naughty on christmas eve
finds only a birch rod in his stock-
ing instead of bon bons and play
things the dread of getting the
rod from old nichol on christmas
keeps many a german child in order
all the year

there is no country in the world
where christmas is better observed
than in mexico as I1 found during
my long residence in the mexican
capital there as in spain the
noche buenabana or christmas eve is an
occasion scarcely secondary to the
nos navidad christmas itself the
streets and plazas are throngedthron ged of
all the shop windows so gay and
brilliant in their holiday attire none
are so bright as the confectioneryconfectionerseisers
nowhere is the confectionersconfectioners art
carried to greater perfection the
window of every large confec-
tionery in mexico is a revelation
crowded as it is with cakes of such
an elaborate character as are never
seen in our own country many of
them consisting of numerous alter


