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BIOGRAPHY OF DANIEL SPENCER

1I was one of eleven children born to
daniel spencer and chloe wilson my
birth being on the aoth day of july f74at west stockbridge berkshire county
massachusetts my father enlisted in
the continental army at the age of six-
teen and remained with it until he wit-
nessed the surrender of yorktown he
was the son of peter and ruth emmons
spencer peter was a descendant olof
gerard spencer who settled at lynn
mass inin 1645 and whose daughter
mahitable married daniel cone who
was the first cone that settled inJ america the site of hadam conn was
purchased otof the indians march 1662
in the fall of that year gerard spencer
daniel cone and twenty six others
founded the settlement there gerard
spencer was also a member of the state
assembly of connecticut his english
ancestors were i in bedford
england

during my childchildhoodhod the young and
growing family of my father left no sur-
plus means over and above their kind
and generous support both parents
wewere membersremembers of the baptist church
they gave their children excellent ad-
vice by precept and example and were
held in high esteem by their neighbors
both rich and poor they sent me to
the district school during the winter
months until I1 was about eleven years
of age through this opportunity I1 ob-
tained a fair common school e ucation

t at twelve years of age I1 was set to
freighting marble with team to hudson
distant about thirty miles at the age
of fourteen I1 was placed in charge of my
lathersfathers farm and was accorded much
praise for my successful management
in these early years I1 indulged a debare
and hope to itat some time become a
merchant at the age of nineteen years
I1 promised my latherfather if he would let me
begin life on my own account I1 would
present him with the first hundred dol-
lars I1 could saveursave up he consented to
this and I1 hired to one joseph cone
living at Harro wiston litchfield county
conn who sent me with team and
wagon goaded with merchandise to sell
in north and south carolina I1 worked
for him two years andaind then entered
business on my own account and soon
had several of my brothers eryengaged
with me in merchandising in the two
statesstales above named and in jeorgia
and alabama we spent the winterwimer
south and the shimmersummer in the new
england states I1 made quitoquite an
amount of money was enabled to do
much more for my father than the nunhun
dred dollarscullars I1 had promised him about
1820 I1 entered into mercantile business
in my native town forming a copartner
ship with charles and bilson boynton as
silent partners I1 turned in most of my
salary as manager together with profits
into uiethe general store intending inin time
to become sole proprietor during ane

J time otof this partnership I1 embraced
mormonism not long after this
these two took the benefit of the bank-
rupttactact through which I1 lost much
means charles boynton afterwards
became a minister and acted as chap-
lain in the house of Coucongressgress sharp
criticisms of their course in bankruptcy
were very prevalent and I1 presume

would have been much more so if a
mormon hadbad not been the chief loser

january aist 1823 1I was married to
sophronia E pomeroy who was the
daughter of general grove pomeroy
who was a member of the state as-

sembly of massachusetts I1 think in tthee
year 1801 2 by whom I1 had one son
claudius victor she died october ath
1833 Sumsomethingething over two years alterafter
her death I1 married sarah lester van

who bore me two sons
who died early two daughters amanda
and mary leone

glinin my early years I1 had entertained
great reverence for god and had sought
him often in secret prayer but
not unite with any of the churches
neverthelessNevenNever helestheles at one time there came to
me the conviction that baptism by imim-
mersion was essential and I1 joujourneyedye d
about furtyforty miles to my brother Orsonsn
who was a close communion baptist
minister and he buried me in the wa-
ter in the likeness of the burial and res-
urrectionur otof christ but I1 refused
membership in the baptist church

during the winter of 1838 1I met a
mormon eider on the meet of our
town who said he had been trying
through the day to get a place where he
couldcoula preach he was poorly clad and
some otof his extremities were frost bitten
and he was altualtogethergether a peculiar look-
ing minister being chairman of the
sendol board I1 told him he could have
the school househouse to preach in and I1
sent edwin morgan who for many
years since has been hotel keeper at
lee mass to light and warm the
room when morgan reached the
house hebe found parties inside who had
locked him out and refused him ad-
mission when he reported this I1 told
him to take an axe aud if the parties did
not open the door to chop it up and
warm the room with it I1 took pains to
spreadpread notice otof the sent my
son to invite the presbyterian minister
nathan shashaw to go with me to hear the
eldereider his answer was tell your
lather I1 would as soon go to hear the
devil preach this coming iromfrom an
old friend from one noted for his
guarded and sanctimonious speech
seemed to be marvelous later ex-
perienceperience has solved it the meeting
was largely attended by members otof theaffdifferenterent churches but at the close
when the elder stated that he was a
stranger 1300 miles from home without
purse or scrip and asked it any one
would keep nimhim over night for christs
and the gospels sake not an answer
came from any member after
a painful silence I1 stepped iromfrom my seat
intoimo the open aisle and invited him
home with me I1 refused to discuss
mormonismMormon ibmhm with him and next
morning I1 tooklook him to my store and
clothed him comfortably in about a
month he came again I1 obtained for
him the presbyterian meeting house
and entertained him as before on
leaving mehe left some books these I1
read and soon became interested to the
extent that I1 closed my store and busi-
ness and gave my whole attention to
comparing thecathe caimeims otof the
with the bible and one forenoon white
reading ane bouk of mormon the con-
viction came to me with great power
that mormonism was true and in

voluntaryvolunvoluntarilytariily I1 exclaimed my god it
is true but it will cost me friends ma-
dred and all I1 have on earth

A few days after this I1 sent notice to
the entire towns people that at noon otof a
certain date I1 should be baptisedbaptizedsed by
the mormon elder being the only one to
accept mormonism A vast cowcoa
course came to see the ice broken to
the river and the ordinance performed
after I1 was confirmed I1 spoke to the
people in a new language which know-
ing me as they did created a profoundorofouad
sensation I1 was ordained an elder and
did much preaching in buckshireBickBik shire county

on the iirthth ofof april 1840 elder
frankiinfran kiin D ichardsrichards and elder stephen
burnham organized a branch in ow
town otof thirty members among these
was a merchant by the name ofcrandall
and hisbis wife sister of senator conklinConk lia
another merchant by the name de vol
who for some years was a judge at coun-
cil bluffs and still another merchant a
mr hunt indeed without exception
the standing of the members in society
was of the best and few sections otof our
country have had greater testimonies of
the truth otof m than did that
region from the adjoining town came
the richards family prominent for so
many years among our people

Aftafterermymy baptism my grodgood father
and mother and my good baptist brother
orson told me in anad interview that they
did not wish any further association
with me until I1 gave up my awful delu-
sion however in time I1 atriperformed the
same ordinance foror my brother as a
mormon elder that he had once VWper
formed for me as a baptist elder and I1
had the pleasure of gathering father and
mother to nauvoo

1I had accumulated considerable
property owning pretty largely of tealreal
estate but I1 learned thatthai a generaleberallene rall
impression prevailed that altalf mor
mons must gather to nauvoo and that
this property would be gutgot from me very
cheap if they combined to withhold
offerbonerss these circumstances I1
approached a man who had been for
some timeame trying to sell a heav-
ily wooded and timbered farm
with shares in a mill and told
him that I1 would give so much for
the property on condition that no one
should know mymv offer until the extexecutioncution
of the deeds he complied with this
and as soon as the townspeopletowns people kneknew
it the reports flew around that I1 was notnat
going to nauvoo that I1 was too smart
to letlei the mormon leaders get my means
etc

in the meantime I1 contractcontractediid with
the proprietor of the algers iron furnace
to deliver several hundred cords adff
wood bought horses and wagons en-
tered into butbusinessiness as though I1 should
remain there a lifeiffelifetimetime using raymy mill
right to saw whatever timber was fit
into lumber this placed me on about
the same business vantage ground that
I1 held before baptismim which I1 improved
inin disposing of all my real estate except
the timber farm to good advantageadvantage
I1 realized in wood and lumber from thee
larmfarm almost its first cost and had it left
corsalefor sale on the basis that whethertherititbrought much or littlelitile it was almost all
clear proneprofit I1 traded it for a good
figure lorfor broadcloth and satinegsat inet and
with short warning inin company with
my brother hyrum daniel hendricks
and their families and m ne started with
teams and wagons for nauvoo and in
that way have traveled from west stock


