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I have been very much Interested in
the remarks which have been made this
morning and this afternoon and have
been greatly pleased to hear such good
reports concerning the Stake and the
wards which have been represented It
is very Ccalif1 log to hear of the condi
tion of the Saints and ot their sposl
lion to perform their duties as members
of the We have had instruc-
tion

tofinsgiven concerning seeking the
Spirit of the Lord and having it to be
with us Itlt a cause of constant sur-

prise to those who pay mention to the
subject that the LatterdaySants are so
united It has been one of the great
objections urged against us at timesand
has caused people to fear us They
have looked upon the union of the
people and their willlngnes to be gov
erned as almost a menace t6 the rest ol
the world and have thought there was
something very wrong in the influence
that has been exercised and in the
people being willing to be governed by
the counsel of the leading men because
this is so contrary to the usual practice
in the world It Iis very uncommon to
find a large body of people so united
and to shilling to listen to tbe counsels
and advice of their leading men and as
I have said it Is looked upon by many as
something dangerous andmany evils
are supposed to result from such a com-
bination They forget or at least if
they do not forget they do not under
stand that II the people had evil designs-
and II the leading men were actuated
by improper motives that union would-

be impossible The union of the Lat
terday Saints is only possible through
doing right We would not be united-
if we had wrong objects in view or were
prompted by wrong motives But the
world do not btlive that I repeat hou
ever that the only cause ol the union of

this people Is the disposition to do right
and to keep the commandments of God
and II tbe leading mn of this Church
had wrong objects in view nnd sought
to accomplish them their influence with
the people would cease bo that really
tne union of the itterday Saints Is not-
a menace it is not to be oared we can
do no harm to mankind by tillS union
We are not bound together Dy Improper-
ties nor combined for any evil purpose-
A people scalfrcd as widely as the Lai

Iuray Saints are and occupying such-
an extent of country could not be held
together by evil bends It would be an
imposslbll for a lew men living say
in Salt Lake City to control mo or
three hundred thousand people and
keep them united by the means that men
ordinarily use for that purpose There-
fore as say it men understood the na-

ture of the tie that binds the Litteiday-
Saluts together they would bee that the
union of the people is only pos iblc un-

der one condition and that is upon the
prircpleof righteousness No man can
Have influence amon this people to any
ciUnt who is n wicked man or w bolus
wicked ends in view Of course we are
all fallible we are human brings sub-
ject to all the frailties ol humanity but
there must be a disposition amocg the
leading men to keep the commandments
ol God and to teach righteous principles-
cr they could not succeed in holding this
people together

It Is of the utmost importance that we
should be united II we are not united-
we ate not the Lords The Lord has
cornminded us to be united and Ho
has placed the means of union within
cur reach Every unit of which this
whole body his composed has access to
the means of union and when every
unit avails itself cf the opportunities
which God has placed within reach
then we form a compact whole and we
assimilate like so many drops of water
and become one It is the power of
God that does this not the power of
man Mao cannot do it We see mans
Incapability to do this exhibited in all
organizations of which he Is the author
There Is no power of human origin that
can bind men to men lor any length of
time There ate occasions when tome
great exigency or peril arises when
people win c Ing together When na-

tions are attacked nod when all their
liberties and perhaps their lives are at
take they will then move forward ani-

mated by one common Impulse and they
will sing together with wonderful tena-
city Tnere are numerous instances of
this kind in history We have seen it In
our own diy Hut apart from these
treat crises In the history Individuals
and nations hth1t is no power among
men that and hold men to
tether They will d Her in a little while
they will separate We sea thIs In the
relgious world As soon as men at-

tempted to reform religion as soon as
Uiey dissenter from the motherI church
and began to establish reformed re-

ligion Ihev began to differ and they
nenton differing and separating until
tow the whole of Christendom is Tilled
with churches among which there is no
mien notwithstanding they call them
lelvc the churches of Christ They
olive not the secret of union with then

Now the diflerence between this
Church and other churches Is this when
nen receive this Gospel wherever they
nay be however wide y separated they
nay be as soon as they are confirmed
members of the Church they receive a
pi It that tills them with that union and
then are brought together from the
md of the earth they feel alike and are
Iran together True they have their
ai togs and their vveakiiibses but they
possess a spirit of union that no human-
e Is Able to Impart unto his lei OVM

t conies from God It is the power that
eigm In heaven It Is the power that
sakes heaven the glorious place that it-

s described to be by till who have any
onception of it in contradistinction to
P hen the place of misery and torment

God has restored this secret through

the power that He has bestowed His
these through tint power to effect

grand resu ts It Is ouMde ol
mans power It requires the power of
God And tins power of God Inns been
mimfeted among the Latter day Saints
which Is an evidence that it Is Gods
work II we were not united we would
not be the prop e of God It Is the true
sign by wInch the people of God may be
round I do not care what we mav chim
of what our pretensions may e we are
not t e people of God when we ire not
united Union is one of the frmU of the
Spirit The Savior In that memorab c
prayer of 111 prayed to the lather that
illsi di ciples might be one as He and
the Father were one Imagine the one-
ness that pre nis Letween God the
Father and God the Son They are one
and indivisible so far as union Is con-

cerned We cannot conceive of the
least difference existing between the
Father and the Son Is it poslble
lor men to attain to that union If it U
not thcnjcsui prayed in vain and His
prayer was i waste of words Gut Janis
did not waste words m that way and He
prayed that they might be miens He
and the Father were one From this we
can Imagine how close we ought to be
together and how necessary it is that we
should be united We can perceive too
that It is not a slllnor a menace to any
human being or community or nation
for us to be one because if we are one
as the Fattier and the Son are one we
cud not he guiltyi of wrongdompand
remain onewe wood inevitably divideJ

and separate-
When n household is unitedthe hus-

band and wife and the chi dren all one
then that family has a fore-
taste of heaven Those who live In that
condition app oach near to the throne of
God Enlarge that circle and extend
that union from one family to another
until it embraces the whole community
and so far as they are concerned it may
be raid that thel kingdom of God is
come and God is there because God is
love and love begets this union So far
as we do not liveI m this condition so far
are we removed front God There iIs no
better test within our reach than this to
judge is to the condition of an Individual
or a community

II know tome people think this un
natural and m fact impcwibe They-
are especially opposed to it became m
order to have such a condition as this
there must be authority and power from
God recognized in the community 1

cannot conceive of a condition of solely
like tillS that does not have ao authority
In it that Is recognized cs the authority
ol God Were it not so it would be
every man for himself

Now tbe question Is is it a bad condi
lion of society for one man or a number
of men who are united and who have
authority front God to be recognized in-
a community as authority and their
words to be recognized as word of
weight because ol their being inspired-
of GOJ i Is a community in a dangerous
condition with an authority of that kind
and which it recognizes 1 his is an Im
portant question that we as Latterday
Saints have had to ask ourselves a great
many tunes ot late because It has been
openly avowed that such an authority in
the midst of this people Is a dangerous
authority and one that should not be
countenanced or ofcc ed This has been
told us time and again until many or
our own people especially the
and Inexperienced have almost become
convinced that the statement is a cor
rect one If it is correct then how are
we to bring to pass that which the Lord

I has promised How are the rand re
sults to be achieved ol which Prophets-
and even poets who never pretended to
be inspired have written There is ao
almost universal desire among men for
a better condition of things than existsI

now on the earth Every man that I as
had any desire for the welfare otlt his fel-
low man has dreamed of it has indulged
in hopes that by some means Incom

him a changedOblIriJ rTnth affairs of the
earth and the evils under which man-
kind groin would be corrected There-
is no righteous man that ever lived that
has not had this desire and this anticipa-
tion And by what means shall it be ac
complished Shall God Himself come-
down Irom heaven among men He old
once in the person of His Son and He
was slam He has come down also
through angelic messengers They
could not be slain but those whom they
visited and unto whom they imparted
theirt power have been slam I he in
habitants ol the earth have seemed de-

termined that no man claiming the
authority necessary to bring about a bet
ter condition of things should live upon
the earth They have warred against
every man of this kind in almost every
age until they have been extirpated from
the face ol the earth

But God in these last days has again
stretched forth His hand to accomplish
His work God himself has visited the
earth accompanied by His Son Jesus
He has sent holy messengers from on
high to restore the Key that has been
lost the power and the authority that
been taken from the earth by means ot
which these great changes and these
glorious ends may be accomplished
Ano sooner were men ordained to re
ceive this power than the evidences of
its clvlne origin Immediately appeared-
The spirit of union to which I have re
ferred descended upon the people pro
ducing a unionI unexampled in the earth-
a union that had not been seen for cen
turies which holy men had desired but
had not been able to obtain What was
it my brethren oral sisters that brought
this change It was the authority of the
Son of God the authority of tbe ever-
lasting Priesthood It was that author-
ity that transtcrmedn a mortal man pos-

sessed ol alt the weaknesses common to
mortality into an agent of the Almighty-
and gave him almighty power for noth-
ing vhort of the power of God would
have been sufliciei Angels who herd
the authority and power by the laYInZ-

on ol hands endowed men with it These
men were touched as It were by the
ringer of God and powers were bes-

towed upon them that no mortal man
possessed In that sense they became
as gods la the midst of the people lor

I that w lick then dill G d confirmed and
sealed and their words were fulfilled tfit
the very letter so long ns fitladthUpeihemvclvesto Ups p wee to
time Joseph Smith the Prophet of God
had been a arslator and a seer Ile
had received rcve allots bathe had not
power to plveunlo men the Ho y Ghost
lie dill not have the gift hlms f al-
it ough he was a seer and a nvclalor
and i f course not Ibaying received it
himself he could not im ait it to others
And when this angels laid their hnlsupon his brad as t Sly he bream
transformed iinto an gent of the Lord
an ambassador fully empowered to act
in the mill of heaven having authority
to seal not n the heads of his fellow met
If they compiled wlIh tie requ site coo
dill ens the mcessary blessing to make
them the children of God Strange and
marvelous is it not to think that iman dowed us he was a mm that had
elield the face ol God a man that had
been m nls cred unto by angels a man
that had such great and precious gifs
never presumed to have authority that
he did not have the authority of the
Melc usedck Priesthood But when he I
received Ihe Melchl eJek Priesthood
then he was able to seal that precious

headsf

of shove unto whom ho admius ered
All those unto whom he and Ills fellow
Apostle administered received this gift
And Irjm that day to this It his spread
Men of the mot humble origin unas-
suming and without anything in their
ippeirance convince ptopl lhat they
were more than ordinary men have
gone loran cirrylng the mestigi of silva

01 and promising the peon c without
a oubt ever entering their hearts that
tl e promise mlht fail that If they
would iclent ol their sins brieve in
the Lord Jesus Christ and he baptized
their sins should he remitted and If they
had hinds laid upon them they should
receive the holy Ghost How wonder-
ful How Go Hike One man baptize
another an through the ministration
ol that ordinance the sinner have hs
sins remit cjt Lay hands upon a man
and that man receive the IItaly Ghost
that grand girt which was so might in
the days of rile ancientI disciples

Now this thin has been done In our
dayanJ iis being done By this power the
nations of the earth are being warned
and the honest In heart ore being
gathered They are drawn to Zion by
a magnet if I may use that illustration

a magnet that Is Irresistibledrawing
them her from all lands and everyone
that receives It bearing witness that It is
rom God Thev testily that they have
i spirit within them that they never
hid before anA that the Bible seems
like a new book to them So in rela
tion to other things they look upon
everything pertaining to God IIn an en
tirely new lUht They testify that thev
know for themselves that this is the
work of God They dj not sissy they
believe they say they know Ol course
there is a difference in individual
lean receive stronger testimony than
ot ices bonl are moved upon In a dif-

ferent manner to ethers Some are con-
vinced from the very moment that they
hear the voice of the servant of God I
have known Instances where they race
hued men es servants of God before
they even knew they were lpreachers
Other have sail I have seen Sea in
a dream and when met you knew
you were a man of God Others are
slow in receiving a testimony Still
others are very cautious and do not far
rear of deception open their hears to
bcllev o all at once They perhaps want
something unusual they would like in
angel 10 come ad mlnlter I1nto Ihom

us though angels had nothing else to
l do or tIey would like some great

manilestAtion ol power not esteeming
the presence of the Holy Ghost as n
efficient vidence We find this dif-

ference existing among the people But
jpcaklng generally the Lattctdiy
Saints have received a testimony con
cerning the Gospel They know It to
be true They know It by every sense
In fict it seems as Ihouuli a new tense
were developed within them It Is not
the sense ol sight not the verse of hear
lic not the sense of touch not the
sense of taste It is out lde or Inside
I may say of all the senses more con-
vincing than all of them combined and
something that they cannot explain
only they know it iU there a gilt from
God which assures them that ihe Gos-
pel is true They are convinced that
this is 40 and they cannot be persuaded
otherwise because the power and testi-
mony they have Is irreistible and they
know it is not from man And that
sense remains with every Latterday
Saint so long as he or silo is
purr Here is another evidence
that is the wotk of God
As othat el °

nwhhdpute sense to I refer will

ways remain with them because it la
the Spirit cf God and it dwells only I

where purity exists It will not dwell
as one ol old said in an unholy taber-
nacle

J
Hence vnu see this remarkable I

thing In this Church men who hive testi-
fied that they knew this was the Church
ol Christ have fallen awav from it and
fought it Cases of this kind are almost
loo numerous to mention They are
lamlllar to all the people Men in Itin
humbler walks of life men who have
been preachers of the Giifpl men who
have DCI upied leading positions in the
Church nun who have been looker up
to as guides as prophets and apostles i
men or every class where they have
lived impure lives and grieved the Spirit
ol God Have lost that sense to which I 1

relics and they have been left to depend 1

their natural senses resulting In
the r fiii Into darkness

Union constitutes our great strength
and our acceptance with God The Lit ¬

terday bun s cannot be united without
purity They would be as weak as f
water II they were Impure I want to
say to veil all Ihn afternoon ai 1 warn
Inc that it is imfowble for you to re
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