RELIGIQUS.

Sunday Services.

_ Religious services were held at
the Tabernacle, Balt Lake City,
Sunday Jan. 4, 1890, commenciog
at 2 p, m, President Joseph K.
Taylor presiding.

The choirsanyg the hymu:

Lord, Thon witt hear me when I prayt

I um for ever Thine.

Prayer was off:red by Elder B.F.
Cummings, Jr.

The clivir sang the anthem:

Praise ye the Father,

The Priestnood of the Twelfth
Ward officiated in the administra-
tion ot the 3icrament.

ELDER ANDREW JENSON

wag called to address the congregn-
tion. He was happy, he sald, 1o
meot with the Saints under such
favorable circumstances as those
which surround us at the beginning
of & new year. We have reason to
ve thankful to our father for both
temporal and spiritual blessiups.
Zion is increasing in numbers and in
falth and the fulpness of tbe Gusgel
is being sounded amoeny the nations
of the earth. We enjoy the
privilege of baviug the Gospel ju
its purity; we have amoupg us the
Prissthood and the voice of revelu-
tion.

I feel thaukful for haviug a testi-
mony of the truth of thedivine reve-
latlone given to the Prophet Joseph
and for the reatoration of the Priest-
hiood and for the various manifeata-
tiong of heavenly messcugers, who
appuaz‘ed to the Prophet and qualj-
fied him for the great work he was
called to perform. We can appreci-
ate thepe blessiugs, although there
are people who do mot believe in
these facts, but dispute them. It
has often been a wonder to me that
they will listen to our admonotions
tu repent, be baptized and have
hands laid ;:xlpon {hem for the recep-
tion of the Holy Ghost, but when we
speak of the miulstrations of angels,
they will listen uo longer. There is
an inconsistency iu this which is
inexplicable, People will delight in
reading of the former revelations
given 1n Pulestiue, but they will
not hear about the fact that God
has given simliar manifestations 1u
these lagt days, and iu our couutry.

I have tried to follow the history
of the PProphet Joseph and test the
principles which he laid down, and
they seem to me to be the most
natural imaginable. Those who do
not believe in the Guspel shouid re-
flect upon the fact, that God sug-
tained Joseph Bmith in all his
labors., The Lord restored through
him the Gospel, and thousands can
testify to this.

The early Christian church was
organized by Christ. Notwithstand-
ing this, the dark ages came when
the gifts of the Holy Ghost ceased.
The reformers of the middle age
were great men in their days, but
none of them had been able to
promlse lhat the blessings and gifts
of the Gospel shiould be restored, bat
as poon a8 Josephs Bmith came, he
promised all these gltts and blessings,
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and the promises he gave have been
fulfilled wherever the Elders have
goue. With these facts before us,
we must acknowledge that Joseph
Bmith was ipndecd an inspired
Prophet, a mighty man imbued with
the Holy Bpirit. The speaker now
referred to incidents in the life of
the Prophet which proved him to
be in possession of a power more
than human. The speaker gaid he
felt thankful for the raising up of
this man, and also for the succession
of the Priesthood aud for those ser-
vants of the Almighty who after
the death of Joseph have stood lorth
a8 mighty men of God. Now, as
Haints, we should live up to our
profession and be faithful in the dis-
charge of our dutjes. It la neces-
sary that we should all have a testi-
mony of the restoration of the Guspel
and then be true to our callings.

ELDER JOSEPH HENRY DEAN,

a missionary recently returned
from the S8amoan I[slunds, was the
uext speaker., He gave a brief aud
interesting acecount of his labors
among the natives. As a syuvopsis
would not o justiee to the subject,
we torego the publication of the uar-
rative at present.

PRESBIDENT GEURGE Q. CANNON
uext addresged the coogregatiou.
He expluined the reasom why the
world rejecteil the testimony of the
Elders relating to the revelations
which God has revealed in our day.
Maunkind for Bges hwud bren in-
structed that divine revelation had
ceased, and there isevideuce enough
that such was the case, until Joseph
Smicth was roised up. The Elders
should goveru themselves accord-
ingly and preach the first principles
of the Gospel to the world. he
speaker next corrohorated remarks
mude by Elder Deau to the eifect
that the iuhabitants of the Polyne-
sian Islauds are desceudauts of
[srael. ILu closiug he referred to the
Jews and said that the time was ap-
parcutly drawiug near when that
patioy shall also hear and receive
the Goapel messape.

The choir and congregation sang:

Qome let us anew our journey pursue.

Benediction by Counselor Daniel
H, Wells.

ATHEISM AND [DOLATRY.

January 6th, Dr. Talmage lectur-
ed in the Fourteenth Ward Agpsem-
bly RBuovm. He had an audience
which filled the hall to overfiowing.
The subject of the leciure wuas
“Atheism aod lIdolatry.’’ The
leeture was highly ioteresting, iu-
structive and entertaiuing, Lo oue
hour’s discourse without notes or
manuscript there was not oue re-
dundant word, not one nisplaceu
word, no-tautology, no repetition,
10 tiresome aud hackneyed logic.

[n listening to the Doctor one
cannot belp being carried back in
imagination to Autioch, when,
some fifteeu centuries ago, John
Chrysostom, who was ecalled the
golden-mouthed, inveighed agalnst
the ““Athelsm and Idolatry*® of his
time, Kven in those days Christi-
auity had fallen, the priests were
corrupt, the golden calf was

atill worshipped and Joho of
the golden mouth told the
people =o. His action excited

the enmity of the Patriarch Theo-
philus and of the EmperorEudoxla,
aud the result was that he of the
goldeu mouth was banished from
the clvilization of the time, and
bad to fly into the mountains of
Taurus.

1o the opening periods of his lec-
ture he defined atheism, polythe-
ism, theism, deism and partheism.
Further on he explained what in-
fidelity and idolatry cousisted of,

The Professor demonstrated that
there could not be, nor was there,
any such person as an absolute
atheist according to the etymuologi-
cal meaning of the word. He said
that even the writings of pronounced
aud professed athelsts invariably re-
ferred to some great uukpown
cause, spme supreme sowmething,
some mighty mystery which luy be-
hind ali. This proves that atheism
does not exist iu the abselute meau-
ing of the word.

He referred to that great meteoro-
logical event of Joshua’s time,, that
ig, the standing still of the sun. In-
fidels aud scuffers dwelt on this as
auexample of Biblical myths. They
sxid uo mention was made of such
asupernatural circumstance by pro-
fane writers gf that age. The Pro-
fessor proved this was not so. He
cited from Chinese history a super-
natural eveut in the days of Km-
peror Yell, when the sun remained
above the earth the length of two
whole days in succession. The peo-
ple were terrified and consternation
prevailed among the wire and great
of the time. Heesnid that Yell and

Joshua were cotemporaries, and
that this was one instance
where  profane records men-

tioned the standiug still of the sun.

He also referred to the mythology
of Rome, aud recited the case of
Phwton, the son of Helics. Helios
was the sun god of the Greek myth-
ologists. He was supposed tv drive
the chariot of the sun around the
heavens in every twenty-four hours,
He had 2 gon named FPbzeton, who
was a presumptuous youth., He
begged his father to let him drive
for one dny. The father, like many
other fathers who are often tou in-
dulgent to presumptuous youtlis,
gave the reins to the youth. The
reault was thutthe horses ran nway,
became unmanageable, and the in-
habitants of the earth were terror-
strickehh. They implored the
mighty Jupiter to stop it. Jupiter
hurled a thunderbolt and kijiled
Pheton and stopged the steeds.
This iz mythology, but it isevidence
that some great event of a super-
n tural character occurred in those
times,

The lecturer referred to the
changes and reforms in our day.
He asked if it could be possible to
convince our grandmothera that a
flock of sheep could be sheared‘and
the wool turned into & bolt ot cloth
in six hours, nye, and eveu made
Into wearing appare]l ln that time.
He said they would rnot believe it,
simply because it took them alx
months to make a sult of clothes
from the raw wonl, and they could
not conceive of any process by



