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sunday services
religious services were held at

the tabernacle salt lake city
sunday jan 4 1890 commencing
at 2 p m president joseph E
taylor presiding

the choirchoi sang the byma
lord thou wwiltj it hear me when I1 pray I1

I1 am for ever thinsthine
prayer was off red by elder BPBF

cummings jr
the choir sang the anthem

praise ye the father
the priesthood of the twelfth

ward officiated in the administra-
tion otof the 8

ELDRISELDEB JENSON
was called to address the congrega-
tion liehe was happy he said to
meet with the saints under such
favorable circumstances as those
which surround us at the beginning
off a new year we have reason to
be thankful to our father for both
temporal and spiritual blessings
zion is increasing in numbers and in
faith and the falness of the gospel
lais being sounded among the nations
of the earth we enjoy the
privilege of havian the gospel in
its purity we have among us the

priesthood and the voice of revela-
tion

I1 feel thankful for having a testi-
mony of the truth of the divine reve-
lations given to the prophet joseph
and for the restoration of the priest-
hood and for the various manifesta-
tions of heavilyheavenlyhea vonly messengersmeas engery who
appeared to the prophet and quali-
fied him for the great work he was
called to perform we can appreci-
ate these blessings although there
are people who do not believe in
thewthese facts but dispute them it
has often been a wonder to me that
they will listen to our
tuto repent be baptized and have
handsbands laid upon them for the recep-
tion of the holy ghost but when we
speak of the ministrations of angels
they will listen no longer rrtherehere is
an inconsistency in this which is
inexplicable people will delight in
reading of the former revelations
given in Palespalestine but they will
not bear about the fact that god
has given similar manifestations in
these last days and in our country

I1 have tried to follow the history
of the prophet joseph and testteat the
principles which he laid down and
they seem to me to be the most
natural imaginable those who do
not believe in the gospel should re-
flect upon the fact that god sus-
tained joseph smith in all his
labors the lord restored through
him the gospel aridand thousands can
testify to this

the early christian church was
organized by christ notwithstand-
ing this the dark ages came when
the gifts of the holy ghost ceased
the reformers of the middle age
were great men in their days but
none of them had been able to
promise that the blessings and gifts
of the gospel should be restored but
as wonsoon as josephijosepha smith came he
promised all these gifts and blessingblaesi

and the he gave have been
fulfilled wherever the elders have
gone with these facts before us
we must acknowledge that joseph
smith was indeed an inspired
prophet a mighty manmaa imbued with
the holy spirit the speaker now
referred to incidentsincidentodenti in the life of
the prophet which proved him to
be in possession of a power more
than human the speaker saidodd he
felt thankful for the raising up of
this man and also for the succession
of the priesthood and for those ser-
vants of the almighty who after
the death of joseph have stood forth
as mighty men of god now as
saints we should live up to our
profession and be faithful in the dis-
charge of our duties it is neces-
sary that we should all have a testi-
mony of the restoration of the gospel
and then be true to our callings

ELDERELDE RJOSEPH

a missionary recently returned
from the samoan islands was the
next speaker he gave a brief and
interesting account of hisbis labors
among the natives As a synopsis
would not do justice to the subject
we forego the publication of the nar-
rative at present

PRESIDENT Q CANNON

next addressed the congregation
hefie explained the reason wwhyby the
world rejected the testimony of the
elders relating to the revelations
which god has revealed in our day
mankind for ages hadbad bien in-
structedted that divine revelation had
ceased and there is evidence enough
that such was the case until joseph
smith was raised upup rhefhe elders
should govern themselves accord-
ingly aridand preach the first principlesrin ciVesworldof the gospel to the world thehe
speaker next corroborated remarks
made by elder dean to the effect
that the inhabitants of the polyne-
sian islands are descendants of
israel in closing he referred to the
jews and said that the time was ap-
parentlypatentlyly drawing near when that
nation shall also hearhar and receive
the gospel message

the choir and congregation sang
come let us anew earr journey pursue
benedictionBenedictionbyaby counselor daniel

H wells

ATHEISM AND IDOLATRY

january obb dr talmageral mage lectur-
ed iuin the fourteenth ward assem-
bly roomboom he had an audience
which filled the hall to overflowing
rhefhe subject of the lecture was
atheism and idolatry Y the

lecture was highly interesting in-
structivetive and entertaining inila one
hourshourIs discourse without notes or
manuscript there was not one re-
dundant word not one misplaced
word no tautology no reperepetition

tiresome and hackneyed logic
in listening to the doctor one

cannot help being carried back inih
imagination to antioch when
some fifteen centuries ago john
chrysostom who was called the
golden mouthed inveighedinveighed agalagainstnet
the atheism and idolatry of his
time even in those days christi-
anity had fallen the priests were
corrupt the golden calf was

still worshippedworshipped and john of
the golden mouth told the
people soeo his action excited
the enmity of the patriarch

and of the
and the result wimwas that he of the
golden mouth was banished from
the civilization of the time and
had to flyby into the mountains of
taurus

in the opening periods of his lec-
ture he defined atheism polythe-
ism theism deism and parpantheismtheism
further on he explained what in-
fidelity and idolatry consisted of

the professor demonstrated that
there could not be nor waswaa there
any such person as an absolute
atheist according to the etymologi-
cal mmeaningning of the word he said
that even the writings of pronounced
and professed atheists invariably re-
ferred to some great unknown
cause some supreme something
some mighty mystery which lay be-
hind all this proves that atheism
does not exist in the absolute mean-
ing of the word

he referred to that great meteoro-
logical event of joshuaJos buasIs time that
is the standing still of the sun inf-
idels audand scscoffoffersera dwelt on this as
an example of biblical myths they
said no mention was made of such
a supernatural circumstance byhroby pro-
fane writers of that age cherrothe pro-
fessor proved this was not so he
cited from chinese history a super-
natural event in the days of em-
peror yell when the sun remained
above the earth the length of two
whole days inia succession the peo-
ple were terrified and consternation
prevailed among the wise and great
of the time he saidmid that yell and
joshua wertwen contemporariestemporariesooco and
that this was one instance
where profane records men-
tioned the standing still of the sun

he also referred to the mythology
of rome and recited the case of
PhaephaethonPhcetontoon the son of helios helloshelios
was the sun god of the greek myth

he was supposed tuto drive
the chariot of the sun around the
heavens in every twenty four hours
he had a son named who
was a presumptuous youth he
begged his father to let him drive
for one dryday the father like many
other fathers who are often too in
fulgent to presumptuous youths
gave the reins to the youth the
result was that the horses ran away
became unmanageable and the in-
habitantshabitants of the earth were terror
strickstrickenein they implored the
mighty jupiterjupiter to stopatop it jupiter
hurled a thunderbolt and killed
phaeton and stopped the steeds
this is mythology but it is evidence
that some great event of a

tural character occurred in those
times

the lecturer referred to the
changes and reforms in our day
he asked if it could be possible to
convince our grandmothers that a
flock of sheep could be dand
the wool turned into a bolt of cloth
in six hours aye and even made
into wearing apparel in that time
he saidmid they would nothot believe it
simply because itife took them six
months to make a suit of clothes
from the raw wool and they could
not conceive of any process by


