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sadly defeated ab the election, as he
Bnly received two electornl votes
agninst seventeen cast {or Abraham
Lincoin (Republican)and eleven cast
for J. C. Breckenridge { Democtat).
When the result of the election be-
came known in Utalh Apostle Orson
Hyde published the following in the
Destrrer NEwS of December 12, 1860:

“Epirrary, Utah Ter., Nov. 27, 1860.

“Will tho Judge now acknowledge that
Joscph Sinith waa o trae Prophet? If be
will not, does he recollect a certain con-
versaiion had with My, Smith nt the
house of 8hieriif’ Backenstos, in Carthago,
Illivois, in the year 1843, in which Mr.
8mith said to him: ‘You wili yct aspire
to the presidency of the United S:intes.
But if you ever raise your hand, or your
voice aguinst the latier-day Saints, vou
shail never be President of the Unitod
Sintes.?

*Docs Judge Douglas recollect that in
a publie specch dolivered by him in the
year 1857, at Springticld, Ilhnois, of com-
paring t.rle Morinon community, Lthen
constituting the inhabitants of Utah Tor-
ritory, to a ‘loathsome uleer on tho body
politie,” and of re-ommendihg the knife
to be applicd to cut it out?

‘“Among other things the Judge will
doublless recollect that I was present and
honrd the conversicion between him and
Joseph Smith, at BMr. Backen-tos’ resi-
dence in Carthage, before alluded to.

“Now Judge, what think you about
Josepli Smith and Mormonism?

ORrsox Hybpr.”

A few months Jater, or in Jupe,
1841, Judge Douglas died in disnp-
pointment and grief. Never hes the
saying of any Prophet of God been
more literally and minutely fulfilled
than the prediction made by the
Prophet Joseph 8mith concerning this
min.

CIIRIST’S SECOND COMING.

Bome have thought that Joseph
Bmith was an enthusinst or a reli-
pioug fanatie, and that his prophetie
utterances were the reszult of his im-
puisive nature or vislonary mind. But
such was motthe case. When he was
under the influenee of the Bpirit of
God his mind was’ perfectly calm and
collected, and his countenance beamed
with heavenly intelligerce.

While some of his contemporaries al-
lowed their zeal and enthusiansm to
lead them into errotieous expectations,
he would reason with them calmly and
endeavor to baiance their minds. To
tlHustirate this I will relale an incident
that transpired shortly before he suf-
fered martrydom:

A man by the name of Miller, the
founder of the sect kuown ns Millerites
was prenching to the people in the
eastern States in 1844, that the Savior
would mnke His appearance that year.
This cavsed considernble excitement at
the time, and a number of people were
qttite alarmed about it, Joeeph Smith
hearing of there predictions, declared
that they would not be tulfilled, and
said he, [ will take the responsibility
upon myself to propheay in the name

of the Lord, that Christ will
not come this year, as Fa-
ther Miller hasg prophesied,

and I nlse prophte:y that Christ will nob
come in forty years; aud if God ever
spoké by iy mouth,he willnot come in
that length of time. Brethren, when
You go home, write this down that it
may be remembered.”?

More than forty years have passed
singe I1844; hence here we again

THE DESERET WEERKLY.

have Joseph proven to be a true
Prophet, while nther Miller missed ik
very mueh,

TIIE THRRE WITNES3EBES,

When Joseph Bmith was translating
the Book of Mormion, with Oliver Cow-
dery as scribe, the following words of
Moroni directe 1 to the translator, were
rendered as follews in the transiation:

“Behold ye may be privileged that vo
may show the plates unto these who shall
asgist (0 bring forth this work (menning
the Book of Mormon). And unto three
shall they be shown by the power of God;
wherefore they shall know of a surety
that these thibgs are true. And in the
mouth of three witnesses shall those
things be established, and the testitnony
of three and this work * 5 *
shali stand as a testimony against the
world at the last day.””—Ether v: 2-4.

Here is a positive promise that the
plates of the Book of Mormon should
be shiown to thiree *by the power of
God.>? I will now read the testimony
of three men who, a8 scon as this
promise was made known, desired of
the I.ord to e chosen as these three
special witnesses, and their desires
being granted, they preparel and
signed the Tollowing:

“The Testimony of Three Witnesses.
“Be it known unto all nations, kin-
dreds, tongues and people unto whom
thig work shall come, that we, through
the grace of God the Father, and our
J.ord Jesus Christ, havoe seen the plates
which contain this record—which is the
record of the people of Nephi, and also of
the Jamanites, their hrethren, and also
ol the pcople of Jared,who came from the
tower of which had been spoken; and we
also know that they have been trans-
lated by the gift aud power of God, for
I1is voice hath declared it unto us; whore-
fore we know of a surety that the work is
true. And we also testify that we have
seon the engravings which are npon the
Blates, and they have been shiown unto us
v the power of God, and not of man;
and we declare with words of soberness,
that an angel of (God came down from
heaven, and he brought and laid before
ont eyes, that we beheld and maw the
plates and Lthe engravings theteon; and
we know that it is by the grace of God
the Fatner. and our Lord .Jesus Christ,
thiut we beheld and bear record that these
things are true; and it is inarvelous in our
eyes; neverthefess', the voice of the Lord
commanded ns that we should bear ree-
ord of it: wherefore, to be obediont unio
the commandisents of God, we bear tes-
timony of these things, And we know
that if we are faithful In Christ, we shall
rid our garments of the blood of all men,
and be found spotless before the judg-
ment seat of Chirist, and shall dwell with
him etcrnally in_the heavens. And the
honor be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost, which is ona God.

Anen. OLIVER COWDERY,

Davin WHITMER,

MARTIN HABRIS.”

This is plain,strong testimony. Joseph
SBmith or any other man could easily
enough have made n promise like {he
one made in the 5th chapter of Kther,
but ke corld not have called down an
angel from heaven, nor caused the
voice of God to be heard, in order to
have the promise fulfilled. The Lord
only could fulfil thix pesdiction, and he
did it, in his own way, time and place.
But, says thie skeptic, the three wit-
nesses sabsequently left the Chureh
and deserted Jogeph Smith. Yes, {hat
is frue, and this is what makes their
testimony of ten-fold more weight. Lf

their testimonies were not true, if any
fraud or deception had been praeticed
in regard tv the coming forth of the
‘Book of Mormon they would undoubt-
edly have exposed the spame 13 soon ns
the break oceurred between Joseph
Bmith and themselves. But the facts
are these: They always remained true
{o their testimony, even in their dark-
est hours. Thcn why did they leave
the Church? ‘They fell into transgres:
sion; they sinned against God and had
to be denlt with the same as other trane-
greessors; for although & man may have
seen angels and had glorious vislons,
ete., that gives hin 110 license {o sin
any more than those less favored.

We will now briefly allude to the
individual witnesses:

Oliver Cowdery, after his exconimu-
vication in Far West, April 11, 1838,
engagaed in law busipess and practiced
for pome years as a lawyer in Michi-
gan, but he never denied the truth of
the Book of Mormon. On the contrary,
be geems to have used every oppor-
tunity he had to bear testimony of its
divine origin. While in Michigan, a
gentlemsal, on a certain occasion, ad-
dressed him as foilows: **Mr. Cowdery,
[ see you namer attached to this book,
[{ you believe it to be frue, why are
you in Michigan??’Thegentieman then
read the names of the Three Witnesses
and asked:"*Mr.Cowdery,doyou believe
this book???* ‘No, sir,”’ was the reply.
“Very well,”” continued the gentle-
man, ‘“but your name is attached to it,
and you declare here (pointing to the
book) that you saw an angel, and also
the plates, from which the book pur-
ports to be translated; and now you say
you don’t betieve it. Which time did
you tell the truth??? Qliver Cowdery
replied with emphasis, My name is
attached to that bool, and what1 there
bave snid is trme. I did see this; I
know I saw it. and faith has nothivg
to do with it, as a perfect knowleige
has swallowed up the faith which L
had in the vork, knowing, as I do, thaf
it 1s true.”?

At n speeial conference held at
Kanesville, Iowa, Ostober 21, 1848,
Oliver Cowdery was present and made
the following remarks:

Y“Friends and Brethren.—My nawme ia
Cowdery, Oliver Cowdery. Inthe early
history of this Church I stood identified
with her, and one in her couneils. True
it is tliat the gifts and callings of God aro
without repentance; not becauso I wnsg
better than the 1est of mankind was I
called; hut to fulfill the purposes of God,
He called me to a high and holy calling.

“] wrote, with my own pen, the cutire
Book of Mormon (save a faw pages) a8 it
tell from the lips of the Prophet Joseph
Smith, as he tiansiated it by the gift and
power of God, hy the means of tho Uriin
and Thummim, or, as it is called by that
bool, *holy interpreters.” I beheld with
iny eyes, and handled with my hands,
the gold plates from which it was
transcribed. I also W with
my eyes and handled with my hands
the ‘holy interpreterd.’ That bhook is
true. Sidney Rigdon did not write it
Mr. Spaulding did not write it; [wrote il
myself as it fell from the lips of the
Prophet. It contains the KEverlasting
Gospel, and eamo forth to the chiidren of
men in fulfilment of the revelations of
Jobn, where he says ho saw' an angel
come with the Everlasting Gospel to
preach to cvery natlon, kindred, tongue
and pedple. It contaivs principles of sal-
vation; and if you, my hearers, will watk
by its light and obey its procopts, you
will he saved with an everlasting salvn-



