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sadly defeated at the election as he
tuly received two electoral votes
against seventeen cast for abraham
ltlincolnacol n republican and eleven cast
for J C breckenridge democrat

when the result of the election be-
came known in utah apostle orson
hyde published the following in the
deseret NEWS of december 12 1860

itaimitayim utah ter nov
will thothe judge now acknowledge that

joseph smith was a true prophet I1iff be
will not does hohc recollect a certain con-
versation had with mr smith at tilethe
house of sheriff backenstos in Cartcarthagehago
illinois in the year 1843 in which mr
smith said to him you will yet aspire
to the presidency of the united states
but if you overever raise your hand or your
voice against the latter day saints you
shall never bo president of the
states

does judge douglas recollect that in
a public speech delivered bby hihim I1in the
year 1857 at springfield IlliIllmoionolToffcomcom-
paring the mormon community then
constituting the inhabitants of utah terr-
itory to a loathsome ulcer on the body
politic and of re commendingmendingomoni the knife
to be applied to cut it out

among other things the judge will
ddoubtless recollect that I1 was present and
hoardheard the between him and
joseph smith at mr backen tos resi-
dence in carthageCarthago before alluded to

now judge what think you about
joseph smith and mormonism

ORSON HYDE

A few months later or in june
1861 judge douglas died in disap-
pointment and grief never hohasa the
saying of any prophet of god been

e more literally sendand minutely fulfilled
than the prediction made by the
prophet joseph smith concerning this
mmmin

CIFFCHRISTSLISTIS SECOND COMING

someborne have that joseph
smith was an enthusiast or a reli-
gious fanatic and that his prophetic
utterances were the result of his im-
pulsive nature or visionary mind but
such was not the case when hebe was
under the influence of the spirit of
god his mind was perfectly calm and
collected and his countenance beamed
with heavenly intelligence

while some of his contemporaries al-
lowed their zeal andaad to
lead them into erroneous expectations
he would reason with them calmly antiand
endeavor to balance their minds Tto0
illustrate this I1 will relate an incident
that transpired shortly before he suf-
fered9

A man by the name of miller the
founder of the sect known as Mille rites
was preaching to the people in the
eastern states in 1844 that the savior
would mike his appearance that year
this caused considerable excitement at
the time and a number of people were
quite alarmed about it joseph smith
hearingearingli of these predictions declared
that they would not be fulfilled and
said he I1 will take the responsibility
upon myself to prophesy in the name
of the lord that christ will
not come this year as fat-
her miller has prophesied
and I1 also krophprophecye y that Cchristarist will not
come in forty years and if god ever
spoke by my mouthwoutbhehe will not come in
that length of time brethren when
you go home write this down that itmay be remembered

more than forty years have passed
since 1844 hence here we again

have joseph proven to be a true
prophet while father miller missed it
very much

THE WITNESSES

when joseph smith was translating
the book of mornionmormon with oliver cow-
dery as scribe the following words of
moroni directed I1 to the translatortransistor were
rendered as follows in the translation

behold yoye may be privileged that yyeI1may show the plates unto those who shillshall
assist to bring fothforthfo th this work meaning
the book of aamormonormon and unto three
shall they be shown by the power of god
wherefore theyhey shall know of a surety
that those tthings are true and in the
mouth of three witnesses shall these
things be established and the testimony
of three and this work
shall stand ajai a testimony against the
world at the last day 11 ether v 242 4

here is a positive promise that the
plates of the book of mormon should
be shown to three by the power of
god I1 will now read the testimony
of three men who as soon as this
promise was made known desired of
the lord to be chosen as these ththreeree
special witnesses and their desires
being granted they prepared and
signed the following

the testimony of three witnesses
be it known unto all nations kin-

dreds tongues and people unto whom
this work shall come that we through
the grace of god the father and our
lord jesus christ have seen the plates
which contain this record which is the
record of the people of nephi and also of
the Lama their brethren and alsalso0
of the people of Jared who came from thethe
tower of which hildhad been spoken and we
also know that they have been trans-
lated by the gift and power of god for
his voice hath declared it unto us where-
fore we know of a surety that the work is
true and we also testify that we have
seen the engravings which are upon the
plateslates and they have been shown unto useyby the power of god and not of man
andabid we declare with words of soberness
that an angel of god came dodownwn from
heaven and he brought and lallaidd before
our eyes that we beholdbeheld and saw the
plates and the engravings thereon and
we know that it is by the grace of god
the batner and our lord jesus christ
that we beholdbeheld and bear record that these
things are true and it tois marvelous in our
eyes nevertheless the voice of the lord
commanded us that we should bear rec-
ord of it wherefore to be obedient unto
the commandments of god we bear tes-
timony of these things and we know
that if we are faithful inn christ we shall
rid our garments of the blood of all men
and be found spotless before the judg-
ment seat of christ and shall dwell with
hihim eternally in the heavens and the
honor be to the father and to the son
and to the holy ghost which tois one god
amen OLIVER COWDERY

DAVID WHITMER
MARTIN HARRIS

this is plain strong testimony josejosephrhsmith or any other man could aaseasilyay
enough have made a promise like the
one made in the ath chapter of ether
but he could not havehane called down an
angel from heaven nor caused the
voice of god to be heardbeard in order to
have the promise fulfilled the lord
only could fulfilfulfill this petpredictionpe diction and hebe
did it in hisbis own way time and place
but says the skeptic the three wit-
nesses subsequently left the church
and deserted joseph smith yes that
is true and this is what makes their
testimony of teutenfordfold more eight if

their testimonies were not true if any
fraud or deetiondecdeceptiontion bad been practiced
in regard to the coming forth of the
book of mormon they would undoubt-
edlyedl have exposed the same as soon as
the breakbuvak occurred between joseph
smith and themselves but the facts
are these they always remained true
to their testimony even in their dark-
est hours then why did they leave
the church they fell into transgres-
sion they sinned against god and had
to be dealt with the same as other tramstrade
gresgrelsoresors for although ft man may have
seen angels and had glorious visions
etc that gives him no license to SIUsin
any more than those lessjew favored

we will now briefly allude to the
individual witnesseswitnesseE

oliver cowdery after his
in far west april 11 1838

engage in law busibusinessnees and practiced
for some years as a lawyer in michi-
gan but he never denied the truth of
the book of mormon on the contrary
he seems to have used every oppor-
tunity he had tolo bear testimony of its
divine origin while in michigan ita
gentleman on a certain occasion ad
dressed him as follows mr cowdery
j see you namer attached to this book
if you believe it to be true why are
you in Michigan The gentleman then
read the namesname of the three witnesses
and asked believe
this bookbeok no sir was the reply

verycovery well continued the gentle-
man but your name is attached to it
and ye-ayou declare here pointing to the
book thathat you saw an angea and also
the plates from which chebookthe book pur-
ports to be translated and now you say
Yyouou dont believe it which time did
you tell the truth oliver cowdery
replied with emphasis my namedame is
attached to that book and what I1 there
have said is true I1 did see this I1
know I1 saw it and faith has nothing
to do with it as a perfect knowledge
has swallowed up the faith which I1
had in the work knowing as I1 do that
it is true

at a special conference held at
Kaneskanesvilleville iowa october 21 1848
oliver cowdery was present and made
the following reremarksmarkL

friends and brethren my name is
cowdery oliver cowdery inift the early
history of this church I1 stood identified
with her and one in her councils true
it is that the gifts and callingscalling of god are
without repentance not because I1 was
better ttthanan the rest of mankind was I1
called but to fulfill the purposes of god
he called me to a high and holy calling

1 I wrote with my own pen the entire
book of mormon save a few pages as it
fell frfromm the upalips of the prophet joseph
smith as he translated it by the girtgift and
power of god by the means odtheof the triin
and or asaa it is called by that
book holy interpreters I1 beheld with
my eyes and handled with my hoddsluinda
the gold plateslates from which I1if was
trantranscribedscriv I1 also saw with
my eyeseleb and handled with mymay hands
the holy interpretersinterpreteM theathat book isia
true sidney rigdon did not write it
mr Rpaul ding did not write it I1 wrote it
myself as it fell from the lips of the
prophet ltit contains the everlasting
gospel and minecame forth to the children orof
men in fulfillmentfulfilment of the revelations of
john where he sayssava he saw an angel
come with the everlastingEer lasting gospel to
preach to every nation kindred tongue
and pebble it contains principles of sal-
vation and if you my hearers will walk
by its light audand obey its precepts you
ww b sayedsaved with an everieverlastingasting salva


